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From Virgil Mojxcy} o. 0. 

Baltimore March 2"* 1827. 

My drar Sir, ... As I was sure you would take for 
granted, that none of your friends would more sincerely re- 
joice at the triumphant issue of the investigation,' I did not 
think it necessary to trouble you with a formal letter of con- 
gratulation. A number of your friends here, who were of 
opinion that you had erred in taking the notice of the affair, 
which you did by an appeal to the house, are now, when they 
reflect upon what might have been the effect, if you had [not] 
taken the step you did, some yeara hence should you be before 
the nation as a Candidate and when Mix and his infamy would 
be forgotten, if a charge should be made of not having met 
allegations of official misconduct, are now convinced that 
your course was right.' The whole affair has undoubtedly 
had a favorable effect as respects yourself. 

I have not yet seen the testimony of the different witnesses 
and should be glad if you have a spare copy if you would 
send me one. I understand however, that a contemptible 
effort is made by General Brown and Jessop to rob you of 
the credit of the reforms which you effected in the War De- 
partment, and to assume it themselves — as if indeed it would 
be any discredit to you to collect information from experi- 
enced military men and make use of it in your recommenda- 
tions to congress I I understand however, that these gentle- 
men did neither of them originally make any suggestions 
respecting the great means by which you arrived at such 
perfect organization as you effected, I mean the central Staff 
until after you had made those recommendations — and that in 
point of fact Vande Venter,* who has been made a victim of 

1 Virgil Maxcy wan the son of Jonathan Maxcy, president successiTely of Rhode Island 
College, Union College, and South Carolina College. He was a prominent politician 
and lawyer in Maryland. Ho edited the Laws of Maryland, 1811, was Solicitor of the 
Treasury under Jackson, and charg6 des alTaires at Brussels under Van Buren. On 
February 28, 1844, ho was killed (with Secretaries Upshur and Gilmer and others) by the 
explosion on board the Vrinctiim. 

* Of the Mix contracts. See Calhoun's letter of December 24, 1826, d 9CO0'% ^n Part I, 
stqmi. 

»8co Nilcs HcglsU'r, Vol. XXX. 

* Major ChristopliiT Van I>evcntcr, chief clerk of the War Dciwirtmcnt under Calhoun. 
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the malice of your enemies for the sole purpose of making 
the impression, that you had been negligent of your duty in 
not dismissing him from office, was the first who laid before 
you a project of the Centi*al Staff. I feel a strong sympathy 
for Vande Venter, who, tho' strong in conscious integrity, 
must nevertheless, feel a deep mortification at the impression 
that his abrupt dismissal from office is calculated to make on 
the public mind — and I take the liberty of suggesting for 
your consideration, whether you could not with propriety 
punish the vanity and assumption of Gen^ Brown and Jessop 
by addressing a letter to Vandeventer, or if you should think 
it better, to me, in which you should state the fact of his 
having laid that project before you and that you had availed 
yourself of Vandeventer's suggestions in your recommenda- 
tions to Congress, before Brown and Jessop had arrived at 
Washington, if this be according to fact, and by this expe- 
dient, while you render yourself a service, render a most 
material one to him, cruelly thrown as he is after 20 years 
faithful public service upon the wide world to seek a new 
occupation for the support of a family already becoming 
numerous and expensive. A statement of his usefulness in 
this respect, as well as in his general services as chief clerk, 
published in the form of an extract of a letter in this city, 
where he has a very extensive circle of connexions by his 
wife's family of the highest respectability, would be most 
soothing to his lacerated feelings, and at the same time most 
useful to him in this city, where it is most likely he will form 
a connexion in mercantile business with a brother of his wife 
and establish himself for the future at the same time, it 
would afford a complete justification to you for retaining him 
in office. It would, without giving them any just reason to 
complain, properly punish and mortify the vanity and selfish- 
ness of Brown and Jessop. 

In my last I wrote you, that we were about to have a Jack- 
son Meeting in Bait*", and that it was fixed for Saturday hist. 
The inclemency of the weather however prevented its taking 
place that evening, and it was postponed till last night, when 
a very full and respectable meeting convened and adopted the 
pre-amble and Resolutions, which you have seen in the papers. 
Mr. M° Kim, who was the Chairman of the Jackson (/ommittee 
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in this city at the late Presidential contest told me this morn- 
ing, he had never during the whole of the canvass known so 
large a meeting in any public hall as the one last night — and 
expressed in emphatic terms his opinion that Jackson is 
stronger here now than he was at the last election: that he is 
in the rest of the state I daily receive evidence. I have little 
doubt that we shall assemble next May, when we propose to 
have the Jackson Convention, as respectable and weighty a set 
of names as the state can afford — or has ever been witnessed 
in Maryland. The truth is, that in this state a great Majority 
of the men of a high order of chai*acter and intellect, who 
are capable of understanding great principles and are above 
patronage, are for Jackson and take with them a Majority of 
the lower class of people, who are below patronage, while the 
class of middling men, who are incapable of rising to the 
comprehension of great principles and perhaps are looking 
for favours to the government, are for Adams, who is in pos- 
session of the patronage and power. Indeed my confidence 
strengthens daily that we shall soon put an end to the impres- 
sion that has been so industriously circulated by the adminis- 
tration men and presses, that Maryland *has gone over to the 
Administration. I am told that you have at Washington 
cheering news from all quarters. Please let me hear of you 
particulars — as it may be useful for me to be in possession of 
them. . . . 

I am faithfully yrs, V. Maxcy. 



jprojn John S. Barbour.^ o. o. 

Catalpa April 17*'' 1827. 

Mr Dear Sir, The election here has just been terminated. 
I have the largest majority ever given by the county. 

The assemblage of the people afforded an opportunity of 
testing the strength of parties in relation to men and meas- 
ures. Our Cause is identified with the popular sovereignty 
and is triumphant; — and nothing is more grateful to my feel- 
ings than the manifest and evident attachment of our people 
to you. 

1 John 8. Barbour (1790-1865), member of Congrcin from Vlrglnln from 1825 to 1888. 
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You may have seen the proceedings at our '^Jackson Meet- 
ing", and the strong resolution in reference to yourself. I 
thought it most prudent and judicious not to appear actively 
in the matter. Such meetings are useful only as they embody 
and disclose popular sentiment, and I was unwilling that it 
should have the faintest appearance of deriving impulse from 
me, as it might in that case be attributed to the partialit}' of 
pei*sonal friendship or the effect of party feelings brought 
from the Metropolis. I wished it to be as in fact it was, the 
unbiassed expression of the public will. 

With Resp^ul Compliments to M". Calhoun I beg you 
accept the assurance of my great Regard and Respect 

J. S. Barbour. 

[P. S] M*". P. P. Barbour is fervently with us and will go 
all lengths. The Sect^ of war ^ and one of his clerks are active 
in the election Canvass of Orange, for his Son and ag^ — his 
Brother. J. S. B. 



^From Virgil Maxcy. o. o. 

Washington, April 6, 1829. 
My dbar Sir, ... I mot with Green (Duff) yesterday and 
found him evidently in an ill humour with the State of things 
here. He forbodes much mischief from the furious passions 
of his revengeful wife operating on Elaton. Major Lewis, 
who lives in the Presidents house is supposed to have the 
unlimited confidence of the President, reads over letters of 
recommendation &c for him — and is a tool of Eaton's — , who 
is a tool of his wife. Is it come to this that all our glowing 
anticipations for our country from the integrity, sagacit}' and 
firmness of Gen*. J must be extinguished and we must submit 
to the melancholy conviction, that the U. S. are governed by 
the Pres*. The Pres*. by the Seci'^. of War and the latter by 

his W-r-. . i . 

1 remain faithfully yrs, V. Maxcy. 

1 James Barbour, secretary of war, was brother to Philip P. Barbour; the latter was a 
oongressman and (subsequently) an associate justice of the United States Supreme Ctnirt. 
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From Virgil Maxcy. o. o. 

Tulip Hill, near Annapolis, April 9, 1829. 

My dear Sir, I wrote you a few days since from Washing- 
ton, respecting the clouds that were gathering over my pros- 
pects. The Report has got out and been carried to Baltimore, 
that I have been proposed for the office of Treasurer. It is 
natural to expect that whatever latent unfriendly feeling may 
from any cause be felt towards me, should now manifest itself. 
That it has done it in some way or other I have very little 
doubt from an inquiry of M'. Ingham,^ whether Gen. Smith* 
was friendly to me and a remark, that Maryland was split 
into Adverse interests, and an intimation, that lettelrs from a 
few of the prominent men of the Jackson party in dijQTerent 
parts of the state, in addition to those already sent to Gen\ 
Jackson, might be useful. 

You may recollect that in the old contest, when Crawford, 
Gen. Smith's favorite, was in the field, I had occasion to 
answer some pieces written by Gen. Smith and published in 
the American at Baltimore, attributing to Crawford the merit 
of a number of measures, which you originated — such as Spe- 
cific Appropriations &c. Gen. Smith probably found out 
that I was the author. I have never had any respect for him, 
and of course have not paid him the court he might have 
expected. 1 have no doubt therefore he is unfriendly — as 
indeed is M"*. Lloyd,' whom 1 met in the same way in the An- 
napolis papers. Geo. Winchester is unfriendly, more from 
Jealousy than any other cause. In 1812, he was one of the 
violent men, who after the mob were stimulated by most 
offensive pieces b}' Hanson in his paper, joined him in the 
Charles Street affair* and became exceedingly odious in Balti- 
more. In 1824 to get rid of his unpopularity, he hrougkt himr 
sdf forward as the Jackson Electoral Candidate, and by aid 
of the enthusiasm of the people in favor of the old General he 
was elected, but did not so far get rid of his unpopularity as 
to render it safe to take him as the electoral Candidate in 

' The Secretary of the Treasury. 

s Qen. Samael Smith. of Baltimore, Senator 1809-1816, 1822-1838. M. G. 1798-1808, 1816-1822. 
* Presumably Edward Lloyd, president of the Maryland senate. 
4 When the mob attacked the office of the Federal Republican, edited by A. C. Hanson, 
and killed and wounded several of his Federalist friends. 
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1828, when the contest was expected to be close and by a good 
deal of delicate and excellent management on the part of 
Taney,^ he was induced to stand aside and let Col. Howard' 
be the Candidate and in the late contest 50 others in Balt^ 
might be named who spent more time and made greater exer- 
tions than himself. In 1815 he was desirous of being chosen 
a member of the Executive Council and was pushed by his 
friends. Mine, without my knowledge or any desire expressed 
' on my part, nominated me, (who was not a favorite of the 
Hanson party) and I was preferred. We were afterwards in 
the Senate together, and I had thei^e on several occasions been 
compelled by a sense of duty to oppose and contribute to 
defeat scveml unjust speculating projects for opening streets 
and pulling down other peoples houses, for the purpose of 
aiding a company of speculators in City Lots, of which he was 
an active partner. He became dissatisfied with his situation 
in the Senate, where [he] could not have the control and 
resigned his seat. By these things his dislike of mo was kept 
alive and increased. In 1825 and 6 I believe I may with truth 
repeat to you, what I know many disinterested persons have 
said — that I was the Leader of the House of Delegates, and 
had occasion by opposing sevei*al Baltimore projects to incur 
the displeasure of Baltimoreans. After I had at the request 
of Winchester, among others at Baltimore, written the Ad- 
dress for the Jackson Convention, (which I first proposed to 
Taney and got up by persuading him and othei*s into the 
measure in Baltimore), Winchester iumiediately after that 
Convention was organized and a committee to draft the 
Address was, as usual, appointed, attempted meanly to appro- 
priate to himself in the public opinion, a great part of the 
merit of that Address, by moving Ilesolutions, to instruct 
the Committee in framing the Address to have in view certain 
principles &c., which principles &c. he had copied almost 
verbatim from the Address, when it was submitted to his 
perusal previously to the meeting of the Convention. And 
after this as I stated in my last letter he brought aliout con- 
fusion in the Convention by moving to expunge the pai*t, in 

1 Roger B. Taney, afterwards Chief Justice. 

s Benjamin C. Howard, M. C. 1829-1833. 1835-183U. roporUT (if dcclttfonH of tlicBiiprcme 
Court 1843-1862. 
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which an allusion was made tx> you. In this state as in sevei*al 
othei*s there is in the Legislature a City and a countiy inter 
est. From the foregoing detail you will perceive, that my 
strength lies in the country, throughout which in every 
county I have warm friends. My weakness on the contrary 
is in the city, where is concentmted, the force of those, who 
would oppose my advancement. Friends in the country 
whose dispei'sion renders it difficult to bring them to act 
together, opposed to enemies in the city, who can easily 
combine, are like undisciplined militia opposed to Regulars — 
and 1 suppose I must submit. It is now said that Hughs ^ the 
Son in law of Gen'. Smith,who joined the Jackson forces when 
victory was certain is to bo raised to the rank of minister to 
act jointly with Preble and perhaps Woodbury, as Commis- 
sioners to argue the boundary question before the E[ing of 
the Netherlands* — and Winchester, if he does not get the Con- 
sulate at Liverpool, will have a foreign mission offered him. 
If this be the case, the claims of Maryland will be satisfied, 
and 1 shall be forgotten. When Maryland in 1826 was quietly 
floating down the united corrupt stream of fedeml and state 
patronage, I first roused the attention of the people here to 
the importance of the principles, to the violation of which 
they were yielding without opposition, by my Address to my 
congressional District, in making which I sacrificed a pros- 
pect, as certain as such things can be, of a seat in Congress, 
and by proclaiming openly my opposition to the re-election 
of M^ Adams and the reasons of it brought upon me bitter 
hostility and much reproach. EJarly in 1827 I brought about 
the Jackson Convention, the earliest stcUe convention in the 
U. S., wrote its address, which was read by every reading 
man in the state, put public sentiment in the right channel, as 
to the principles involved in the contest, and furnished topics 
and arguments to all those, who afterwards came out as Can- 
didates before the people. It was afterwards republished, as 

> Chrlatoptaer Hughes was charge to the Netherlands; in 1880 he was made chargd to 
Sweden. In 1881 Winchester was made a commissioner under the treaty pi f880 with 
Denmark. Maxcy was made Solicitor of the Treasury when that office was created In 
1880. 

• In reality the United States was represented by Albert Gallatin and William IMtt 
Preble in arguing before the King of the Netherlands the question of oar northeastern 
boundary. 
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you know, in all the states South and We^t of this, and as it 
was the first address of a State Convention, you can judge 
better than I how far it might have given direction to public 
opinion or roused public attention in other states.^ 

After the contest waxed warm in 1828, by publications in 
the papers, and correspondence I brought about meetings in 
every district for organizing committees. At the request of 
the principal Jackson men, attended those district meetings, 
in more than half of them in our county wrote their resolu- 
tions and addresses, came near being involved in a duel with 
my nearest neighbor, after declining being a candidate as an 
elector and bringing out a Democi*atic Candidate with Col. 
Howard of Bait, in order to prevent their being two fedeml 
Candidates, in our double District, I nevertheless at the 
request of the people in each district took upon myself the 
labors of a candidate, after relinquishing its honors, and 
addressed the public meetings and contributed to the expense 
of many of them thro' the county, at the sacrifice of my time 
and attention to my private concerns in the busiest and most 
important season of the year. Most of the above particulai*s 
I have heretofore mentioned at different times to you. I now 
enumerate them together to refresh your recollection and that 
you may not think me without reason, when I say and from a 
consciousness of its truth, boldly say, that no one man in 
Maryland, 1 do not except Taney whom I acknowledge to be 
far my superior in reputation, has sacrificed so much or done 
so much and with so much effect to promote the Election of 
General Jackson as I have, and I feel assured, if all the Jack- 
son men in the State who have attended to the course of 
things and I will add all the Adams men (I know their opinion 
by their reproaches) were bound on oath to give their opinion, 
nine in ten of them would confirm my declaration. After 
this, to be put aside and postponed to such men as Winches- 
ter and Hughes, I own stings me to the quick with mortifica- 
tion and chagrin, and stimulates me to use all honorable 

> Last Summer, after Barry took the field in Kentucky, I was attracted to a speech of 
his, in the Telegraph, by the remarks of the Editor, who extolled it us the best view of 
the principles of the contest that had appeared. The sentiments struck mo as familiar 
and before I got thro* It I found the whole frame of the argunient^-and by comparison 
afterwards, nearly one third of the very language of the Speech was tukvn vci-UUiMi 
from the Maryland Jackson Address.— i^bo(}M>(e in the origtnal. 
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effortR with my friends tx> sustain my pretensions. I con- 
sented in the first instance to trouble you to bring them 
f oiivard, because my pecuniary distresses rendered an appoint- 
ment necessary to my relief but this motive for wishing one 
is now strengthened and stimulated by every sentiment of 
pride and suggestion of self protection. I have therefore 
brought my mind to ask of some of the leading men of the 
party in the State according to the suggestion of M"*. Ingham 
for letters to Geneml Jackson. This I ought perhaps in jus- 
tice to you and M'. Inorham to do, to shew that your recom- 
mendations are supported by others. Within 12 hours after 
I came to this determination I accidentally met in Washington 
two of the most prominent and respectable men in the lower 
part of the state, one of them, the Jackson Electoral Candidate 
in 1824— the other the same in 1828, for the I'* Electoral Dis- 
trict. With luiithcr of them had T any personal intimacy but 
upon suggesting my wish to the one of them, with whom I 
was best acquainted, and his communicating it to the other, 
they both immediately came forward, said I had done mare 
for the Jackson cause than any one in Maryland and were 
ready to say so to Gen*. Jackson. This I requested them not 
to do, but would be glad to have a joint letter from them of 
such a character as they thought proper, without exalting me 
above all others. To shew vou that the above statement of 
my services is not an unsupported ebullition of my own 
vanity, I inclose you a copy of their letter. I expect to 
receive a half a dozen othei*s in a few days, when I shall send 
them to M'. Ingham. I send you the present that you may 
have other authority than my own for any statement you may 
think proper to make to M^ Ingham, if you think you can 
with propriety add any thing to what [they] have already said 
to him, to induce him to put his request to the president for 
the arnmgement of M'. Anderson to the Treasury and mo to 
the 1** ComptroUership upon the footing suggested in my let- 
ter of day before yesterday, of personal accommodation to 
himself with a view to the business of his office. Unless M^ 
Ingham will take interest enough in the thing to do this, I do 
not think from the present aspect of things, that I have any 
chance of success. I must beg you not to let M^ Ingham sup- 
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pose from anything in your letter that 1 have suggested this 
thing to you. 

I am called suddenly to close my letter for the post and I 
am sure before this you have cried out enough in all conscience. 
Faithfully yours, 

V. Maxot. 
[P. S.] Could you not fi*ame a letter to M^ Ingham, in such 
a way as would render it proper for him to show it to Gen^ 
Jackson ? 



Front Francis W. Pickens, o. c. 

Edgefield C.H. [April 22, 1829J. 
My Dear Sir, I was very sorry to know that you had 
passed this place, for I never was more anxious to see you. 
. . . What I wished principally to see you for was to know 
what you thought as to the prospect of the future. For it is 
with the most melancholy feelings that I look on a great and 
gallant people, sacrificed by a government over which they 
have practically at present no restrictive power. 1 believe 
the true checking power of all governments is the power to 
destroy them. I believe after a series of years that no gov- 
ernment that has the power to collect taxes and to declare 
war can be restrained but by a display of sufficient power to 
break it up. And in this point of view, we have the advan- 
tage over every other people, in as much as there are regular 
organized and acknowledged authorities, which combine the 
strength of large sections of our whole community, and can 
be brought to act on the central government . . . 

Yours truly 

F. W. Pickens. 



Frain Virgil Maxcy. c. c. 

Tulip Hill, near Annapolis, May 7, 1829. 

My dear Sir, ... As 1 was somewhat mistaken, or 

have reason to believe 1 was, in some of the views I gave in 

my letters to you i^especting the obstacles in my way, which 

you have received, 1 will now proceed to correct them and to 
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give you the further and more precise information, which I 
collected on a late visit to Baltimore. I task jour patience 
in reading the latter the more willingly, because it is con- 
nected with consequences, in which Taney, Gale,* and Howard 
consider your interests in this state involved — and M'. Gale 
3'our interests also in Pennsylvania. 

With respect to Major Eaton, I have no means of knowing 
whether I ought to change the impression communicated to 
you or not. In a conversation recently with Towson, he 
expressed an apprehension that he was not friendly to you — 
and feels much disgust at the influence he exerts with the 
President thro' Major Lewis, who lives with the Pres*. and 
whom he considers as a tool of Eaton's. Gen^ Green, who has 
had a complete blow up with JSaton, is under the same impres- 
sion, and feels the same disgust He considers Eaton as in- 
triguing and entirely selfish. 

With respect to Winchester, I have no evidence of his hav- 
ing interfered with respect to me and am disposed i*ather to 
think he has not, and as I fear I did injustice in my letter to 
you to his exertions in the late contest, I hasten to correct it 
by saying, that in my late visit to Baltimore I became satis- 
fied that he was much more active than I had been led to be- 
lieve. I have no reason to change my opinion that he is 
unfriendly to me — more from jealousy than any thing, which 
I thought clearly manifested in the proceedings of the Jack- 
son Convention. 

But I have now direct evidence of old Smiths active oppo- 
sition. That you may comprehend more fully his motives, it 
is necessary that you should keep in mind the following facts. 
That the talent and respectability of what was once the fed- 
eral Party in Maryland is with Jackson and friendly to you; 
the majority of that party however went with Adams. 

That directly the reverse of this is time, with respect to the 
Democratic Party, almost all the political managers of this 
party having gone with the late Administration, while a ma- 
jority of the Democratic Voters are with Jackson. 

That a few however of the Democrats, most prominent for 
talent and influence, held aloof till the hardest of the fight 

1 Levin Gale, M. C, 1827-1829. 

» 
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was ovei', but now claim to be zealous friends of General 
Jackson. These, to a ma/n^ were zealous partizans of M^ 
Crawford — are now friends to Van Burqn and will never for- 
give you. The most conspicuous of these are General Smith, 
M**. Lloyd' and John Nelson, of Frederick. I would not be 
understood to intimate, that John Nelson's feelings have car- 
ried him so far as [to] give him a personal dislike to you, 
which I believe is the case with the other two gentlemen. 

You will recollect that I mentioned to you, that M^ Ingham 
gave me some hints of the unfriendliness of Geneml Smith to 
me, by inquiring how we stood to each other, and informing 
me, that John Nelson was supported for Treasurer by him. 
These hints were enough to give direction to my inquiries, 
and I went directly to Taney after I arrived in Bait®. He 
informed me that he had a few days before been informed by 
a friend of Nelson, that the latter had received a letter from 
General Smith proposing to him to become a candidate for 
the Office of Treasurer of the U. S. and urged it upon him 
upon the ground that Maxcy and Winchester (naming us two) 
and other conspicuous federalists would run away with all 
the honors of the new state of things in Maryland, if some of 
the old democratic party did not step forward. Nelson de- 
clined becoming a candidate. General Smith however wrote 
him a second letter and he consented, so that it is now reduced 
to certainty, that Nelson has, contrary to his inclination, lent 
himself as an instrument to old Smith to defeat me. The 
object of both however was deeper than appeara on the sur- 
face, as you will presently perceive. I believe I have hcre- 
tofoi*o put you in possession of Gen'. Smith's political history 
for the last few years — but I will now give it more fully from 
Taney, who has been on the spot and knows moi*e in detail 
than I. Nelson's you are probably not aware of so fully — 
that I will give you also from Taney, who till the hvst three 
years lived in Frederick, where Nelson resides — and of coui*se 
knows his political course since- he left there, particularly 
from his numerous friends in Frederick. 

Since the election of M*". Adams, Gen^ Smith authorized 
his friends to assure the Adams Membei*s of the Legislature 

> Precumably Edward Lloyd, president of the state senate. John Nelson, M. C, }82l-1823, 
WAS afterward cbar^^ to Naples as fittorney-^enemli 
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that he was a friend to his Administration. This was done 
and had the effect to insure his election as Senator in 1826. 
Altho^ not entirely trusted by the Adams party, all set him 
down as belonging to it till the celebration of the battle of 
Noiih point on the 12*'' Sep*. 1827, five months after the Jack- 
son Convention in Maryland was held and published their 
address. A few days befoi-e this celebration an old demo- 
cratic friend of the Adams party, James L. Hawkins, met 
Gen'. Smith in the street and after a good deal of conversation 
with him, remarked to a friend, that Gen^ Smith was to bo 
i*clied upon as a friend of the Administration (Adams). Gen. 
Smith however attended the Jackson celebration of the 12*** 
Sept'. The day after Hawkins met him on the street and 
asked him how he could attempt to deceive him in the conver- 
sation a few days before. The Gen\ replied he had not de- 
ceived him, and that he attended the oration in commemora- 
tion of the battle of the 12*** as an invited Guest^ being invited 
as a revoltionary officer and the Commander of the Militia of 
Baltimore at the period in question — and not as a partizan pt 
Jackson's. From that time to the late electoral E^lection, 
Taney infoims me, that he attended no Jackson Meeting — 
made no speech — and held no public conversation by which 
it could bo inferred that he was on Jackson's side. In a word, 
he gave not even the slight countenance of his name, — where 
it would have had weight with a few — in the hard and doubt- 
ful struggles of last fall in Baltimore: neither did he assist 
as far as we know, the Adams party. His neutrality and 
false pretences in private to both, however, lost him the con- 
fidence of all sides. It is understood however, that after the 
election was ov5r he went to Washington as a full blooded 
Jackson m&tn^ naturally gained the confidence as such, of the 
unsuspecting old chieftain, between whom and himself there 
were some points of sympathy — both being old men — both 
old soldiers — and Smith holding himself out as the JcLcksan 
Senator frc* ^ Maryland. He has been remarkablj' attentive to 
Gen*, t^bckson — represented to him, that Howard and Taney 
and such men, as were busily engaged as electioneerers, were 
obliged to give recommendations to all who asked them, 
thereby insinuating that his representations only were to bo 
relied on, h(^ obtained (This Towson told me) more influcnco 
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with Gen'^ Jackson than any man from Maryland, and has 
used it to the manifest annoyance of M'. Ingham in the Cus- 
tom house appointments at Balt"^. So that he now begins to 
bo looked up to as the dispenser of the patronage of the gov- 
ernment, for the state of Maryland. 

He himself is Senator of the U. S. 

He contrived last winter to get his Son, who is very un- 
popular into the State Senate. 

He has got his nephew Dabney Carr appointed Naval Offi- 
cer — the best office at Baltimore. 

He has got Lyde Goodwin, who was bred in his counting 
house appointed Appraiser. 

Capt. Gault, formerly a sea Captain in his service, inspector. 

His son in law Hughes — Charg6 — and wants to raise him to 
the i*ank of minister. 

How many other appointments he has an interest in amongst 
those of a lower grade I know not. 

He now goes out of the city and volunteers in soliciting a 
Cmwford Democrat, who had no inclination for the Office^ to 
be a Candidate for the App*. of Treasurer of the U. S. in order 
to defeat me. 

Now the striking feature about all this business is, that 
every single person that I have enumerated, was at the last 
election a warm partizan of Crawford. 

I would not be understood as objecting to all of these ap- 
pointments. On the contrary Lyde Goodwin has been a true 
man, active and zealous and was supported by everybody as 
a suitable app\ 1 only make the list out complete to show 
the number of friends of Gen^ Smith and Crawford m the best 
offices in Balt^ .. ^ 

One only of the better sort of offices in the Ci[^pstom House 
is in a different sort of Hands — that of Surveyor, to which 
Col. Mosher an uniform democrat and most respectable man 
was reconunended waruily by Taney and Howard. 

All the foregoing officers are without exception of the old 
Democratic party, and except one or two of the tide iiVaiters, 
who were not particularly recommended hy Tane}' and Howard, 
and for whom they felt no interest, none of the new appoint^ 
ments in the custom house has been given to fedemlists. Of 
this no complaint is made. Neither Taney nor Howard 



k 
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di*cniiiod that the Jiickson party was composed of Fed***, and 
Deiii". The distinction has sunk and they have divorced them- 
selves from the majority of the Federalists, had forgotton the 
old distinctions and were in good faith active as members of 
the Jackson party, "one and indivisible." . . . 

The truth of the matter is this, th(^ people in their late ardu- 
ous struggle entirely forgot old distinctions and naturally 
placed the men of talents, who sympathized in their feelings 
and views at their head — without inquiring whether they were 
federalists or democrats. These leading men generally in 
Maryland have been federalists. Hence Taney was appointed 
by the Jackson convention the Chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee for Maryland, they having agreed at his suggestion on 
account of his feeble health to give him an active assistant as 
vice President in Col. Mosher, a most respectable democrat. 
They would have made Taney President of the Jackson Con- 
vention, but he insisted on their taking old Genei^l Forman, 
a Democrat from the eastern shore. 

Now that the storm has been weathered and the ship safely 
got to port in Maryland under officers, who were federalists — 
iJhey are to be thrown overboard, at the cry of interested men, 
like that treacherous old hypocrite Smith and some others, 
who find themselves overshadowed. 

When Van Buren passed thro' Baltimore he was closeted 
two or three Hours with old Smith and saw no one else. . . . 

These are the three leading men,* who now range themselves 
on the side of Jackson^ who were formerly of the Democi*atic 
party — and came in as Cmwford Men on calculation and never 
have sympathized with us in the support of the true principles 
of the contest, and they would now be glad, under the guize 
of democracy to rally Uie state under Van Buren. 

There is however as yet not the slightest symptom of divi- 
sion as far as I can learn in the Jackson Ranks in the country 
between federalists and democrats, who have now so often 
and so hard fought side by side against Adams fedemlists and 
Democrats, that they have entirely forgotten the old distinc- 
tions — but to revive these old distinctions is the only means 
by which Old Smith can make his delinquencies be forgotten. 

1 Smith, Nelson, and Lloyd. 
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We are now on the eve of a great struggle for the State. 
The Adams forces are perfectly organized. Bait"*, has but two 
out of 80 delegates to the Assembly and division there is of 
little consequence — but Taney, Howard, and Winchester all 
unite with mo in the Opinion, that if Smithes efforts sucxieinl 
and division is earned to the Countiy, the State is lost to 
Jackson — and if by possibility a majority should notwithstand 
ing be got and Smith and Lloyd and Nelson get up again, the 
State will then be thrown into Van Buren^s arms. 

I have thus given you a full but tedious account of the state 
of things in Maryland or rather in Baltimore, that you may 
undei-stand our position, and may in such way as occasion 
may offer aid the opemtion of setting things to rights. I 
fear our friend Ingham^s mind coming from the party atmos- 
phere of Penns\ where the old distinctions have been kept up, 
is not quite free enough from local impressions to judge quite 
impartially of affaii*s in Marj^Iand. With him you may be of 
service. I think however his eyes are open as to Smith — and 
Taney and Howard are taking steps to open the eyes of the 
President to Gen*. Smith's true character and conduct. . . . 

As to Pennsylvania politics — M'. Gale boarded last winter 
in a Mess with Gen*. Barnard and a number of the Pennsyl- 
vanians, not very friendly to M'. Ingham. Ho thinks from 
what he saw that the nomination of Wolf ^ as Governor in 
preference to Barnard, will not be submitted to — but that an 
opposition Convention will be got up and a new nomination 
made, in which case there will be a split of the Jackson party, 
and the Adams party will take the side opposed to Ingham 
and give it a majority. Wolf I undei*stAnd is friendly to 
Ingham and youraelf. Gale tells me farther that he is in the 
habit of taking excursions for health into different parts of 
Pennsylvania in the Summer — that he is acquainted with the 
leading fedemlists — that there are about 40,000 federal votes 
in Penns\ and that most of them are for you. Now if the 
split apprehended should take place and the proscribing lan- 
guage be used towards fedemlists, which is customary in 
Penn\ will it not have a tendency to alienate these federal 
votes from Ingham and you — and give a Majority to your 

> Quorgo Wolf, governor of Pennsylvania from December 1829 to December 1835. 
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opponents? Gale is a sagacious man and I throw out these 
hints for your consideration. ... 

Since writing the above, I have received a Telegraph which 
contains an account of a meeting being called near Pittsburgh 
in conformity with the recommendation of another in Chester 
County near Philadelphia — of Jacksons friends, who are also 
friends of the '* American System", to denounce the nomina- 
tion of Wolf as Gov', as being your friend and to call a new 
Convention of Jacksonians to nominate a Candidate for Gov- 
ernour opposed to John C. Calhoun: this movement seems 
strikingly to confirm Gale's view of things in Penn*. ... 
Your faithful but too anxious Friend 

V. Maxoy. 



From James Ilamiltoii,^ o. o. 

Pennyworth Island, Savannah River, May lO*** 1829. 
Mr Dear Sir. 1 owe you many apologies for not previ- 
ously answering your kind favor of the lO'** ulto. which after 
some delay was forwarded to me from Charleston, — and even 
now I must throw myself on your indulgence as I am on the 
eve of saling (tomorrow) for New York with my family. 
This last cause will prevent my going to Pendleton this Spring 
which I had fully intended to have done, but unfortunately I 
found no friend going in the Ship in which it was necessary 
for Mrs. Hamilton to embark with whom I could have intrusted 
my family, hence it has become necessary for me to sail with 
them. We shall probably return by Land, and make our 
calculations to reach your hospitable mansion about the last 
of Oct. I shall devote the summer to our Pendleton Lyceum 
with the hope of consummating the arrangements necessary 
for its establishment. I will thank you to exercise all possi- 
ble reserve in even hinting the name of Mr. Cogswell* as the 

1 James Hamilton (1786-1857) had been a member of the Houae of Repreflentatives from 
1823 to 1829. He was governor of South Carolina from 1830 to 1832, during the nnlliflca- 
tion troubles. Subsequently he removed to Texas and had an active part in the conduct 
of the Texan diplomacy. 

* JosephG. Cogswell, at this time head of the famous school at Round Hill, Northampton, 
Mass., at which several South Carolina Hamiltons. sons or nephews of the governor, were 
students. Later Hamilton and others tried to get Dr. Cogswell to take the presidency of 
South Carolina College. See Cogswell's Life, pp. 103-196, 857. 
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person I am looking to as its head, as such a rumor would 
not fail to injure his present institution. 

Having said so much in relation to an object near my heart 
permit me to say one word in relation to another which 1 am 
endeavoring to cast from it as fast as possible — Pdliticks, 
What think you of the recent appointments? I fear the old 
Gentleman is pushing the Figure too far. * I cannot under- 
stand the true key to them, whether they are under the influ- 
ence of Van Buren Ingham or Eaton. The metropolitan ap- 
pointments I suspect very strongly are to be referred to the 
back stair influence of the latter. I feel a painful regret in 
the consciousness of the career which Circumstances may 
compel you to run in competition for an ofiice, which in the 
present Confederacy it seems can not be won with pride or 
held with consolations of personal happiness. 

I had a very unexpected tho' most gratifying visit from 
M^Duffie on his way to Charleston. I am delighted to find 
that Miss Singleton ^ has at last smiled and will soon bless him. 

Some business in Washington in regard to live oak timber 
will carry me on there after my arrival in New York. I pre- 
sume I shall reach the City about the 1'^ June. If anything 
should occur whilst there which I think will be interesting to 
you I will write you. My address will be Northampton Mass. 
M*" H. unites with me in our best recollections to your Mother 
and M" Calhoun and I remain My dear Sir 

With great respect and esteem faithfully yours, 

J. Hamilton Ju. 

P. S. I have written to Ilayne and Pinckney to keep up 
the Fire on the tariff and I shall not be idle for the S^ lleview' 
this Summer at N Hampton. 



JFVom Franda W, Pickens. c. c. 

Edgefield C. H. May 24*^, 1829. 
Mt dear Sir, ... I fear 1 did not express myself with 
sufficient clearness with reference to the important power of 
restraining government When I suggest the idea that no 

I MoDuffle was married in 1829 to the daughter of Col. Richard Singleton. lie died in 
1830. 
sBirtabUahed at Charleston by Elliott and Lcgar6 In February, 1828. 
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people can piuctically have the power to restrain government, 
unless they have within themselves sufficient power to destroy 
it', I do not mean to say that they must of course exercise 
that dreadful power. No government can be restrained un- 
Icas those who control its operations habitually feel that those 
upon whom it acts can at any moment stop it. Public opinion 
itself can have little or no influence in a series of years, un- 
less it be created and supported by those who have real 
positive power. Government is real positive power, and 
nothing but an equal real positive power can restrain it. The 
real constitutions of all governments have been the result of 
positive power. A written constitution is nothing unless the 
people have actual power to enforce it. My idea as regards 
our present condition is not "revolutionary." It is that we 
not only have at present power to destroy our government, 
but wo fortunately have power to restrain it without destroy- 
ing it. What other people have heretofore wanted in re- 
straining government, namely system and combination, we 
have through our organized state authorities. But I hold 
that there can be but very little practical effect produced by 
any thing short of a display of real power. 

Whatever may be said about our Constitution, I think in 
reality we can hardly be said to have a constitution yet. 

The real constitution of any Government is that govern- 
ment in action. We are now called upon to make a constitu- 
tion to our government in one of its most important 
opcmtions, the collection of taxes. And it is all important 
we should make it conipitible with the perfect protection of 
property. If we as a people have power to fortify our liber- 
ties against the opemtions of our government, we will make 
the constitution of the government, if we have not, those who 
administer it will make the constitution. I have the most 
perfect confidence in the opinion that we have the full power, 
and that we will exercise it, and without revolution. And 
that we will finally make this one of the strongest govern- 
ments in the world, and at the same time entirely harmless to 
the liberties of the people. 

I should not at this time have troubled you with this ex- 
planation if I had not felt myself misunderstood. . . . 

Yours sincerely, 

F. Pickens. 



810 AMERIOAN H18T0BI0AL A8SO0IATION. 

jRwwr yirgU MdoKy. o. o. 

Tulip Hill, near Annapolis, Juno 1, 1829. 
Mr DEAB Sir, ... He* satisfied me from the perfectly 
frank and cordial manner in which he spoke of his great obli- 
gations to and regard for you, that notwithstanding all his 
great appointments seem to be given to a certain class of 
politicians, yet that he has not bestowed them with a view to 
favour M'. V. B. He alluded to you and M'. V. B. being 
held up as [aiming?] at the same station and avowed his deter- 
mination to act with impartiality. In the sincerity of this 
declaration, I place implicit reliance and attribute his appar- 
ently departing from the rule he has prescribed to himself as 
only a proof of the adroitness which has been used in making 
impressions on his mind, that have led to what those, who do 
not know him, believe to be indicative of inclining to favor 
Mr. V. B. — ^who has great advantages in being constantly 
near him. Indeed everything that passed between me and 
the Pres\ on the day I dined with him and two other inter- 
views to which he invited me, have confirmed all my previous 
impressions of the purity, singleminedness, elevation and be- 
nevolence of his character. . . . 

Faithfully V. Maxcy. 



§ 

From Virgil Maxcy, c. o. 

Tulip Hill, July 4, 1829. 
Mr DEAR Sir, Your letter of the 21'^ June has just reached 
me. I had been intending for the last 4 or 5 days to write 
you in compliance with a wish of M'. Ingham, whom I saw 
last Sunday at Washington, where private business had called 
me the day before. A very unpleasant state of things has 
arisen between him and General Green, which he was desirous 
you should be acquainted with, but about which he felt reluc- 
tant to write. It appears that M'. I. gave some small jobs of 
printing to a Pennsylvania Printer, who lives at Washington, 
named Myers, and that afterwards M". Barry, the Postmaster 
General, did the same — Green says, on M'. I's reconmienda- 

> Preddent Jaokion. 



LBTTEBS TO JOHN 0. OALHOUK. 811 

tion, but this M'. I. says was not so. Green says he has the 
authority of Barry — and as M^ I. denies iti says he is deter- 
mined to get it from Barry in writing. The truth probably 
is, that Barry employed Myers from the example of M'. 
Ingham and used some expression in apology to Green, (for 
l)etwccn them also there has been some diflfiiculty,) from which 
the latter inferi^ed a recommendation by M'. I. Under this 
impression, G. wrote a sharp letter to M'. I. — when he was 
in Pennsylvania, which provoked a Retort of the same char- 
acter. G. afterwards wrote a letter of apology, which M'. I. 
never received. He has however thro' D'. Jones made him 
acquainted with it. G. told me (for he as well as M'. I. vol- 
unteered in giving me his view of the case,) it was not the 
amount of the job given to Myers which he considered, but 
the disposition it indicated of neglect towards one who had 
involved himself deeply in debt in support of the cause. 
Green was much dissatisfied previously at M'. Fs appointing 
M^ Dickins, (an old Crawford man and now as he says, de- 
voted to V. Buren) his chief clerk and pretty freely remon- 
strated against the appointment, and thinks M'. I. does not 
take a sufficiently decided Stand in preventing the great ap- 
pointments taking the same course (4 out of 5 of the foreign 
ministers, who have received appointments under this Admin- 
istration being old Crawford men and the 5th (Moore) orig- 
inally a friend of Clay and not one, yours,) and thereby 
making an impression on the public, that M'. V. B. is the 
favored maiv as Jackson's successor. In the case of Dickips, 
M'. I. cut the matter short by plainly intimating that he would 
not be interfered with in the appointments in his own depart- 
ment. Green has lately in his paper made some remarks upon 
this appointment which will no doubt attract your notice, 
which have deeply wounded and offended M'. I. Green 
complains that his enemies are promoted and his friends neg- 
lected. M'. I. says he assumes a great deal too much, is very 
unreasonable and would, if he could, dictate every appoint- 
ment under the government, that he has been gratified in too 
many of his wishes already in relation to appointments and 
that most of those which have displeased the public and ex- 
posed the Adminbtration to reproach were made to gratify 
him: that he has no discretion; that his paper instead of being 
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a repertory of essays to prepare public opinion for the 
changes in policy which the new Adm'*. will adopt is occupied 
in squabbles with editors of opposition prints: and is alto- 
gether unfit to be considered the Government paper. G. says 
that that paper has been devoted as much to the advancement 
of M^ Ingham as any other individual, Gen' Jackson excepted 
and Mr. I. says he came to Washington at the risk of his life, 
such was the feeble state of his health, to vote for G. as 
Printer to Congress. Such is the state of things between 
them, as given by each of them respectively. As both of 
them had volunteered in giving me the history of their dis- 
satisfaction, I was in hopes to have had it in my power, es- 
pecially as each professed to have kind wishes for the other, 
to contribute to the restoration of things to a better state, and 
continued at Washington a day longer than I intended for the 
purpose. My efforts however were apparently fruitless — 
tho' they may perhaps have an effect after a little time has 
elapsed and excitement has diminished. 

I fear that this difference may have mischievous conse- 
quences, and I have therefore been minute in detail, that you 
may judge whether you can interfere with propriety or advan- 
tage. 

Gen. Green has now had a difference — more or less decided — 
either about appointments or printing, with each of the heads 
of department — and was near one with Gen* Jackson himself. 
This circumstance together with others coming under my own 
observation lead my mind to the conclusion, that Gen. Green, 
tho' he has high claims to attention, has interfered too much 
and in an wigradaua manner. Most assuredly I think enough 
has been done to satisfy a reasonable person in the way of 
appointments of friends and some of them have laid the Adnui. 
open to reproach. How far he has reason to complain on the 
score of patronage being given to other printers, 1 am not 
able to judge. M^ I. says the jobs he has given to Myers who 
is poor, were inconsiderable. At all events G's public attack 
upon him in the Telegraph on this account and the appoint- 
ment of Dickins appear to me to be altogether unjustifiable, 
and looks like an attempt to coerce M". I. to submit. It has 
so deeply offended and wounded him, that I fear there will be 
more difficulty in appeasing him than G. The latter avers he 
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meant tbe publication as a defence of himself against charges 
of a dictatorial influence with the government and not an 
attack upon M^ I. I acquainted M^ I. with this disavowal. 
He gives no credit to it however and thinks the matter lies 
much deeper than this and thatG. is endeavoring to establish 
a control over the departments by appealing to the fears of 
the heads of them — and thinks notwithstanding the attach- 
ment ho has always professed for you he would attack you 
without hesitation, if you should cross his path. I have seen 
enough of G. to believe he is a man of pretty violent temper; 
but, 1 apprehend, he is more placable than M'. I. when he is 
once much provoked. You however know them both better 
than 1 do. Green called to see M'. 1. two or three times after 
his return from Penn* but did not find him at home. This 
was before the offensive piece appeared in the Telegraph. 
M*". 1. had taken no notice of his calls — but he was not then 
aware that Green had written him a letter in apology of the 
sharp one he wrote on hearing Ingham had recommended 
Barry to employ Myers in job printing. And now the publi- 
cation in the Telegmph interposes an obstacle to the renewal 
of friendly intercourse. 

i\nd now, altho 1 think in the business above detailed, G is 
decidedly in fault, yet I must say, that I think with G. that 
M'. I. does not take a sufficiently decided stand to secure an 
impartial distribution of the Ofiices. I infer this, not only 
from the fact that a very undue proportion of the important 
ones have been given to men of the old Crawford Party, now 
supposed to be friendly to V. Buren, but from an observation 
he has seveml times made to me, that he thought it his duty 
to be the adviser of the President, when consulted^ rather than 
to become the advocate of Candidates for office, by recom- 
mending them beforehand, and that this is the best mode of 
preserving his influence with him. Asa general rule perhaps 
this is the best but surrounded as Gen'. Jackson is by pei*sons 
who have none of this delicacy, and liable, as the impression 
now seeins to be, to yield to the solicitations of friends and to 
be governed too much by his personal feelings towards can-* 
didates, rather than by political considerations, the rigid ad- 
herence to this rule seems to be out of place in the actual 
circumstances in which he M^ I. is placed. I believe thePres\ 



814 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

wishes to be impartial between you and V. B. but from the 
fact that your friends have received none of the conspicuous 
appointments since Ingham's own, and that Y. B.'s have ob- 
tained many more than all the originalJackson Men and your 
friends together, the impression certainly is mmlo upon many 
people at Washington, that the Pres^ leans to Y. B. and is 
giving such a course to things as will advance his future 
views. Should the apprehension that is felt that the vacancy, 
which it is supposed will happen from the return of Poinsett 
the only one of the foreign Ministers friendly to you, will also 
be filled by a friend of Y. B's be well founded, this impres- 
sion will be confirmed. But as you may suppose, that my 
representations respecting M'. Ps inertness may be erroneous 
from feeling that I have myself suffered by it, I do not like 
to say much upon this subject nor wish you to take my opinion. 
Col. Towson, however, who is disinterested, is so strongly un- 
der the ^impression, that the current of appointments having 
taken the course it has, is owing to M'. Ps want of decision 
and activity, that he told me he felt it his duty and hivd made 
up his mind to speak freely with him about the necessity of 
his resisting it. He goes so far in this opinion as to think with 
Green that he ought not to have given Dicldns the place of his 
chief clerk. On this subject M^ I. has convinced me that in 
this instance he was right 

I have thus given you a full view of the difficulties between 
Tngham and Green. I cannot help thinking, tho both appear 
to be obstinate, that both desire a reconciliation. To effect 
this requires a friend of both' parties with more authority 
than I possess — and you can judge better than I whether 
it is proper or expedient for you to exert a mediatorial in- 
fluence. . . . 

Faithfully, Y. Maxoy. 

FromJaines Gcuhdcn} c. o. 

Wascissa 12 aug* 1829 
Mr Dear Sir: I had the pleasure of receiving your letter 
of the 26*** ulto by the last mail. Your not being able to com- 

> James Gadsden (1788—1858), a member of an eminent South Carolina family, had 
senred in the army as ald-do-<»imp to General JackHon. Iletiring, he had now become a 
planter in Florida. Subsequently he was president of the South Carolina Boilroad, and 
negotiated the Gadsden Treaty of 1868. 
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ply with the requests contained in my communication of a 
previous date was of no consequence, as it seems the office of 
Secretary for the Territory was filled before the application 
of any Individuals from this quarter could be submitted to 
the Executive of the U States. I regret it, not that the 
Person appointed* may not be very meretorious and fully 
equal to the duties of the station to which advanced, but that 
the people of this Territory, like the citizens of the States 
generally, feci very sensitive on tlio subject of having their 
public officers sent from abroad. It brings more homo to 
them their colonial condition, and increases that restlessness 
which too many of them manifest on that subject In the 
early organisation of our government These appointments 
from abroad were unavoidable, but since the increase of our 
strength by a population that would not lose in character and 
intelligence, by a comparison with that of older communities; 
it would bo more gratifying to have those who are to, admin- 
ister our laws and protect our rights selected from those who 
are acquainted with our wants and resources. There is 
another subject which has likewise given much dissatisfaction 
to a very respectable, though limited portion of our popula- 
tion; That is the neglect of the old inhabitants in all the ap- 
pointments made among us. It was bad policy not at once, by 
a proper confidence in their ability and patriotism, to have 
early convinced them that they had been received into the 
American family. You will excuse my enlarging on these 
topics; I have done so, that if concurring in opinion with me, 
you may lend your influence to have the qualifications and 
character of applicants from the Territory weighed in the 
same scale with those from other quai*ters. 

I thank you for the flattering expressions of your wishes in 
relation to my political prospects. You may be assured that 
neither myself or friends are dispirited. We are contending 
for principle in the triumph of which we have every con- 
fidence. Indeed the day would have been with us at the late 
conflict; but for a manoeuvre to split the votes by a third 
candidate, and for the appeal made at the last moment to the 
good^ I should say in political affairs \ih^'W€aJc^ feelings of a 

1 Jamcfl D. Westcott, jr., of New Jersey, a clerk in the Department of State; afterward 
y. 8. senator. 
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community by the present incumbent* His chamcter was at 
stake and he threw himself upon the humanity of his con- 
stituents to save him from the odium which the loss of elec- 
tion would render inevitable. A sufficient number were 
opemted on to turn the scale; [andj send him back to Wash- 
ington the representative of a minority of the People of 
Florida. 

It would afford me pleasure to hear often from you and I 
would esteem it as a favor if during the session of Congress 
you would forward me copies of all public documents that 
would be interesting. The Reports of the Heads of Depart- 
ments would be particularly acceptable to 
Yours ob 

Jamks Gadsden. 



From e/. jr. Hammond^ 

Silver Bluff 9*'' Feb 1840 
My dear Sir : 1 have never been at a loss for sound reasons 
to justify your course during the political fluctations of the 
last two or three years/ The various constructions placed 
upon it by your opponents have not for a moment imposed 
upon me. The only anxiety 1 have felt was to know precisely 
what you had done and how far you had gone. When these 
points were correctly ascertained, I have always found you to 
be where I expected and in my judgment where you should be. 
If I had felt any great uneasiness from the late rumours and 
any fear that you were committing yourself to the extent re- 
ported, your letter would have afforded me ample relief. To 
many who look back a few years it may appear strange to see 
you acting with the Democratic Party. But they are super- 
ficial observers. Your — I may say our alliance with the 
Whigs — for 1 was on the field then — was merely accidental 
and wholly temporary. There was more [in] common between 
us and the Democrats, than between us and the Whigs. The 

latter are the successors of the great Fedenil and anti Southern 

I 2j 

1 Joseph M. White of PensAcolA. delegate from the territory of Florida, 1825-1837. 
*Text derived from a copy kept by Goveruor Uammoiid uud lent to the editor by Mr. 
£. 8. Hammond. 
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Party and had hardly any tic in common with us, except that 
of opposition to the high handed measures of one man. He 
has passed away, and although we cannot all at once rush into 
the arms of his immediate friends, the advisers, supporters 
and beneficiaries of his obnoxious measures, still the bond of 
union with the other party is dissolved and we are left free to 
adopt independant opinions upon all questions: to hold the 
balance if we can, and to incline it if we choose towards our 
ancient friends. Time which blunts the deepest in j uries should 
be allowed certainly to soften political asperities and if it may 
not soon restore perfect confidence, it will certainly justify a 
renewal of the ordinary courtesies of society. These opinions 
1 entertained when I was at Washington as strongly as I do 
now, and few things in relation to individuals at least, have 
occurred which I did not then in nouic measure anticipate. I 
do not know that my opinion of any single individual in public 
life has undergone a shade of change, except as regards M". Van 
Buren, and I must confess he has grown upon me every way. 
I think more of his abilities and certainly more of his moml 
qualities. Still he has not as yet my entire confidence. 
Between him and Harrison or Clay 1 do not think 1 should 
have ever hesitated even at the last election. To most of his 
leading measures I have given a most hearty approval. In fact 
I have found little to disapprove. Yet being a Proclamation 
and Force bill man, I do not think it would become South 
Carolina, or the men most conspicuous in the support of her 
doctrines at that day, to give a devoted, unreserved, undis- 
criminating adhesion to his administration. It would not look 
well in history. A fair and honest support of his just meas- 
ures could not compromise us, nor will it give him the vote 
of the state if it is at all likely that any man liable to the same 
objections, and far more removed from us in general political 
principles may succeed in (Jonsequence of throwing our vote 
away. 

The reform of the Government to which you have devoted 
youi-self so long, I almost dispair of. Circumstances conspire 
to render this the most favourable moment for it, certainly 
since my recollection. If you can succeed in establishing any 
thing like a permanence for the balance of power which you 
now hold, it ma}'^ be done. Whether the next election will 
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enable you to do it or not, you can much better judge than I 
can. I fear the decided preponderance of either party, should 
be glad to see them balanced forever pretty much as they are 
in this congress. 

You say nothing of your health — I trust it is entirely 
restored. I lost much in not being able to converse freely 
and at large with you last summer as I wished to do. T wish 
I could promise myself a visit to Pendleton this summer but 
I fear my business will carry me in a different direction. In 
the meantime an occasional letter denoting the passing changes 
if not too much trouble to you would l)e highly acceptable. 

J. H. H. 



From J, H. Harwinond} 

Silver Bluff 29*'' April. 1840 

My DEAR Sir: I did not receive your letter of the 2"** ins* 
until a few days ago owing to its being in the newspaper bag 
I presume. It is perfectly true as you say that in consequence 
of the fortunate organisation of our State Constitution we 
have been in the main freed from local parties. But perfect 
harmony is not the lot of any body politic however organised, 
for it is inconsistent with the nature of man. We have been 
agitated as much as any other state by divisions having refer- 
ence to Federal politics and I see no reason to suppose we 
shall be soon exempt from them. The great question of State 
rights and consolidation has divided us from the foundation 
of the Government to the present day, under various names 
and must continue to do so. The last conflict between the 
friends of these two doctrines under the names of nullifiers 
and Union men, resulted in such a complete overthrow of the 
latter as to produce the nearest possible approach to Unanim- 
ity that men are capable of. The excitement of the contest 
over, the triumphant party being too large to hold together 
under ordinary circumstances divided. The minority taking 

> Text deriyed from a copy kept by Governor Hummond and lent to the editor by Mr. 
B.8. Hammond. The canvass which is discussed in this and the succeeding letters re- 
sulted in the election of Col. John P. Richardson as governor of Soutn Carolina lor the 
term 1840-1842; Hammond was governor from 1842 to 1844. 
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advantage of every division have gradually risen into sufficient 
strength to contend again for the supremacy. They profess 
no change in any of their past opinions, but on the contittr}'^ 
claim every new ac^^ession of strength and atribute [it] to the 
soundness of their principles, and the other patrons of the 
Union almost unanimously concur in the same view of it. 
This is I think our real situation. And the contest now for the 
Executive chair is neither more or less than a struggle between 
State Rights and consolidation for ascendency in S. C. I know 
very well that the Union men profess to be States Rights men 
and repudiate consolidation and that the great party to which 
they belong do. So they all did in thirty two- three, with equal 
vehemence, when the Force Bill was passed and preparations 
made to coerce the State with arms. Professions are one 
thing principles another and our imrty has recognized the 
distinction all along by declaring war upon or at Icjvst keeping 
aloof from those who were loudest in proclaiming their devo- 
tion to state Rights as explained by the Proclamation. I am 
not one of those who push any matter to unnecessary extremes. 
I never have pushed party warfare beyond the limits which 
principle rigidly demanded. In the present instance, hoping 
that it would not be necessary for the continued triumph of 
our principles to unseal the fountains of bitterness, I have 
exhorted my friends not to answer the violent articles of our 
opponents and have held back articles already written untill I 
fear I have endangered our cause. But 1 do not believe that 
it is in my power were I ever so much disposed, or in any man 
to dry those fountains up. The Union and nullification par- 
ties bear relations to each other that have not existed between 
any two parties in our Country since the revolution. They 
have stood opposed in arms. And prepared to shed each 
others blood, the one for, the other against their native State 
in a struggle for all she held dear nay for her very existence. 
The Union men carried the matter to the very last and black- 
est die of treason. The}*^ invited a foreign enemy to our shore 
and received arms and commission at their hands. These 
things can never be forgotten. The mass of those two parties 
can never exist together except as the conquered and the 
conquerors. And were the present elections submitted to a 
popular vote, no man doubtis that I should solel}' on the 
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ground of principle cany un overwlieiming majority over the 
combined vote of my opponents. 

Whatever the leaders of our party may do at the present 
moment every body knows that the Union party will adhere 
together as one man and support either of the Union candi- 
dates in preference to a nuUifier. There will be Union men 
in the Legislature from States Rights districts who will not go 
with them. But they will otherwise pretty unanimously go 
for either of their Candidates mther than for me for the 
obvious purpose of putting their party in power. The only 
effect then of endeavouring to produce a pacitication now will 
be to disband our party and surrender oui>iclvcs an easy prey 
to them. There could not be a more effectual way to aid Col 
Richardson's election thanio urge this measure. In fact it is 
the only possible way in which he can be elected. I throw 
mere personal claims in which Judge Johnson is vastly 
superior to both of us, entirely out of the question. Col R's 
election however will be but the first consequence that will 
[follow] surrender of our power. Judge J. will certainly 
succeed him.* Indeed I am not at all sure that if the pretended 
pacification is effected he will not beat Col. R. He is, it is 
pretty well underatood, the favourite of the Union party and 
I believe more palitable to the nullifiei's, who if they can swal- 
low his unrepudiated Union doctrines and Union measures 
will not strain at his disavowed Bank and Clay propensities. 
The gcnenil impression is however that Col It cjui divide our 
party more than «ludge J., and on that account he is ])ushed. 
At the next election we will not be considered at all and the 
Union men will indulge themselves to the full. The vacancy 
for the Senate will be filled by Judge Hug[h]es. This is a 
thing they have much at heart and Elmore Rhett and the 
whole host of nullifiers who have been designated for the 
office will be disappointed. I could name candidates for all 
the probable vacancies to come. A most thorough revolution 
in our State will occur beyond doubt. 

But the consequences are hy no means to stop here. Situ- 
ated as we now are our State conunands the respect and the 
admiration of thei whole Union and by her gallant struggle in 
thirty two-three has laid the foundation of a renown which 
must go on increasing forever while she faithfully adheres to 
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the glorious principle for which she fought. This has given 
her immense influence, not in the elections of the federal Gov- 
ernment, where numbers only count, but over its measures. 
An influence worth more than all the official honours of the 
government, which can only be maintained by a lofty and 
uncompromising devotion to principle and which will be 
speedily lost by any other course. At the next session of the 
Legislature we shall be called on to vote for M*" V Buren for 
President. A Proclamation and Force Bill man whom we have 
covered with every opprobious epithet our language could 
afford. It is a bitter pill. His professions are fair and for 
nearl}'^ four years his conduct has been nearly unexceptiona- 
ble, but more far more than this — he is in every way more 
nearlj"^ allied to us in principle than his opponent and we may 
justify at least excuse ourselves on the ground that he is a 
choice of evils. Still we shall not escape without some abate- 
ment of admiration and of influence of the kind we most 
desire. But if at the very same session we should here at 
home abandon those who have been with us in every difficulty 
and are yet with us in every principle, to vote for another 
Proclamation and Force Bill man for Governor of So Car. 
who hjis actively supported every measure of his party and 
recants nothing now, how can we expect to retain the high 
station we hoUrin the Union. We slmll be scoffed and sneered 
at from one end of it to the other. We shall be charged with 
not only surrendering our doctrines but of endeavouring to 
obliterate every trace of them in order to purchase favoui*s 
from abroad. The influence of S. C. such as it may be will 
no longer rest on the exalted ground of uncorruptable devo- 
tion to her principles, but to the paltry estimate of her numer- 
ical strength in the confederacy, and that influence trifling as 
it must be will be swept away entirely from the old State 
Rights Party. And more than this these scoffs and these 
charges will be incorporated in history and handed down to 
our posterity. Since the last war the event which must fig- 
ure incomparably the most in our annals is the nullification of 
S. C. Do what we may hereafter the reputation of our State 
and of her rulers for the time — youi-self the foremost of them, 
is identifiisd with it beyond the power of fate to sepemte them. 
Should the power of the state be thus thrown into the hands 
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of those who actually took up arms against that measure while 
it is yet acknowledge[d] that those who supported it have still 
a clear ascendency, will it not he writing as it wore with our 
own hands in the page of history that in seven short years so 
unsound had it proved and so odious had it become that we 
voluntarily renounced it and sought to banish it from the 
memory of man by the most humiliating exhibitions of repent- 
ance. If our principles were so odious and we ever doubted 
they were sound, situated as we are we might be well justified 
in cherishing their ascendency in our stronghold here. But 
believing as we do that they are the great principles on which 
the foundations of our government repose and by which alone 
civil liberty can be preserved, ought we not to pause apd |X)n- 
der deeply ere we surrender that ascendency — their only 
chance of final triumph. 

You very justly remark that we are now to carry out the 
fruits of our noble achievement of thirty two-three. And 
with the prospect ahead for the agitation of the tariff war and 
other questions, it seems to me that every care should be 
taken that S. C. should be shorn of none of her moral influ- 
ence — much less called on to defend inconsistency and her 
integrity. Yet how can we expect to carry out our great 
achievement b}' placing in power at home as well as abroad 
the very men over whom the glorious victory was gained? or 
how to escape the heaviest reproaches for such an uncalled for 
and exti*aordinary course. It is true that, each party march- 
ing on its line of direction, we have met in the support of one 
important measure. If that measure constituted the very 
essepceof all our differences there is no reason why we should 
at once invest our opponents with the cheif couunand, not 
only in the federal, but State Government. But every body 
knows that important as that measure is, and the principles 
which it involves, it involves none of a tithe of the magnitude 
of those which have divided us. There is no telling at what 
moment we shall seperate again — soon we must. The next 
days march will place us as far apart as ever. Your experi- 
ence will no doubt furnish you with man}' instances of the 
fatal consequences of putting trust in these accidental and 
temporary conjunctions of opponents. Confidence too wan- 
tonly lavished is despised and will be certainly betrayed. 
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In touching on this subject I cannot refrain from saying 
what I think even at the hazard of appearing to magnify the 
contest and myself and of wishing to draw you into it. I 
fear to make any more professions that such is not my aim, 
or the personal indifference I feel about this or any other 
office. To time, the only true expounder of events, 1 leave 
the matter. . . . 



74w/i e/. // IlanvnKyixd} 

May 4, 1840 
My drar Sir .... Circumstances had placed us in alliance 
(connection leather) with the Democratic party of the country, 
tho' we professed at the same time to be of a higher school of 
democrac}', one of fixed principle and incompatible faith. 
Wo had not only come to their assistance in the hour of peril 
and gallantly rescued them from certain ruin, altho' we had 
long been the object of their peculiar venom, but to prove 
the sincerity with which we acted towards them, had pro- 
posed to relax our past policy and instead of throwing away 
the vote of S. C. as usual, to give it to their leader for the 
Presidency. This was doing a great deal. More than they 
would have done for us — more than they could have had the 
boldness to ask of us. It was doing enough. To place their 
men in power eveiy where, to unite with them thoroughly and 
as a party in all their measures, was to obliterate all the lines of 
distinction so carefully drawn and identify ourselves with the 
great rabble of democracy and be swept away in the common 
current. The Democratic party are notoriously fickle and 
their leaders for the most part treacherous. These are the 
failings which prevent them from controling the world at 
once and forever. When the next change of measures, the 
next tergeversation of men occurred what were we to do! 
We could not draw off our forces and form them again where 
we stood before. It would be like '* calling spirits from the 
vasty deep. " • They would not come. No man could expect to 
see men marched and countermarched in this way to meet 

every turn of policy or even principle. The leader who does 

> » ■ ■ 

> Text derived from a copy kept by Ooveraor Hammond and lent to the editor by Mr. 
E. S. Hammond. 
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must often find himMelf without followers. It would take 
years to form another band such as had been thus thought- 
lessly dissolved and all the time we should have been flounder- 
ing along in the impure current of corrupt democracy. 

Every President that we have yet had has devoted his last 
term to the election of his successor. So will M' V B beyond 
a doubt I have as little doubt that we shall be called on to 
oppose his selection and that the greater part of the next five 
yeai*s we shall be in opposition. He is now playing for us 
because we are necessary to him. We shall not be necessaiy 
to, but in the way of his nominee, and a very different game 
will be played after his re-election. But how would we be 
prepared to oppose him if we surrendered, our citadel to his 
Subalterns and disbanded ouriorces? On what ground could 
we rally? Whom summon to our standard? We should be 
disarmed, dispei*sed, and powerless. Our principles dishon- 
oured, our chiefs coniipted or forgotten. . . . 



From J. IL ITammond} 

31 May 1840 
Mr DEAR Sm I am almost ashamed to continue any further 
the discussion of the question connected with Gov. electioii, 
altho' I have made as little mention of myself as possible and 
examined the matter precisely as I would have done had some 
other person occupied my position, still I am aware that 
everything I urge will be naturally aud perhaps justly sus- 
pected of a bias towards my own interest and would therefore 
come with more force from any other person than myself. 
Having l>een led on by your friendly appreciation of my views 
and motives to speak very freely and fully to you, I feel that 
it is in some sort due to niyself to reply to some points in 
your last letter. You seem to think that I am for reviving 
the old* party distinctions and bringing them to bear in 
the present election. I have perhaps not been sufficiently 
explicit on this point; I do not wish to revive but merely to 

>Text derived from a copy kept by Governor Hammond and lent to the editor by 
Mr. E. S. Hammond. 
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maintain tho old party distinctions as thoy havo existed up to 
the present moment. My object is purely conservation. I do 
not think that sound policy any more than good taste require 
we should agitaie the State Rights doctrines at this time. But 
I do think that both require us, as does every consideration 
of past association and future prosperity, to maintain their 
ascendency in S. C. quietly but freely and undoubtedly. Thei'e 
are periods in the career of parties as in the lives of men, 
when they should rest on their position, and wait for events 
to come up to them. Parties as well as men must inevitably 
fail if forever in action. But at these periods of respite Care 
must be taken that no ground is lost. That what we have 
won is amply maintained and converted in[to] a base for fur- 
ther opemtions at the proper juncture. If we waver or 
retreat we have done and suffered for nothing — but if we take 
another step and when convinced that it is an unpropitious 
period to press our fortunes from the mere love of excitement 
or habit of action, we enlist in the cause of our opponents and 
press thcii's, we commit suicide at once. My object has been 
to explain to you my conviction, that while we could repose 
safely on the ground which the State Rights party has won, 
to vote for M' V. B. would be barely not a retreat while to 
elect C!ol Richardson would be a clear caise of felo de se. 
There is some jumble of figures here but I think you cannot 
now mistake my idea. 

You say you doubt the practicability and expediency of 
drawing and maintaining the party lines of 1832. If my views 
are correct the question of practicability and expediency be- 
long to the other side of the argument. Is it practicable to 
break down the lines which it is now for the first time at- 
tempted to do? They ask the change; they should prove that 
it can be done and will prove beneficial. Up to this period 
these lines have been uniformly prescribed. No Union man 
has yet been elected to any prominent office. I do not remem- 
ber a single office in the gift of the Legislature which has yet 
been tilled by an union. I do not believe they have yet offered 
a candidate for a high office. They would not have ventured 
to offer one for Gov. or if they had he would have been 
rejected of coui*se but for the intrigue on the part of the hul- 
lifiers themselves to suiTender the State into their hands as I 
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verily believe and as I generally believed for ulterior pui'poscs 
at home and abroad. As to the expediency of this amalgiima- 
tion, this one sided peace as it would prove, I have already 
expressed myself very fully to you and eveiy days observa- 
tion and reflection confirms m}' views. There are two courses 
for men parties, corpomtions or any identical political bodies 
however designated, to pursue in public affairs. One is to 
trust to the attachment of friends without reward and to 
endeavour to obtain success by conciliating and purchasing 
opponents. The other is to cherish friends, to adhere to old 
associations, to nurse the cause and its supporters thro' good 
and thro evil report and to look for triumph from the good- 
ness of the cause and the unwavering fidelity with which it is 
maintained. The first course, not to go back further in history, 
was strongly illustrated by the Stuarts. This example should 
be enough. They fell ultimately in the cause of the Catholic 
religion and yet the Pope himself is said to have favoured the 
expulsion of James the second, so inconsistent and vascillating 
had the adoption of the maxim of his family made him. George 
the first on the other hand threw himself entirely into the hands 
of the Whigs, and the house of Brunswick could never have 
established itself on the English throne but for the firmness and 
fidelity with which the two first Georges adhered to their own 
party. In our own Country the two Adams have rewarded 
their opponents by allowing them to hold offices; both of them 
fell in a single term, while Jefferson and Jackson who took 
care of their friends and left their enemies to take care of 
themselves, became foundera of dynasties. What but a deep 
conviction of the wisdom of this course could induce M% 
V. B. — who is profound in the knowledge of human nature, 
to appoint that miserable creature Niles to the office of Post 
Master General. The fidelity of men to parties and to one 
another, has in it under all circumstances something in it that 
meets the universal approval of mankind and is the foundation 
of individual success;, of all triumph of principles. What has 
destroyed M'. Clay but that, trusting to his position in the 
West and with the South, he has ever been aiming to form an 
unnatural alliance with the North, until he has at length, as a 
public man, lost the confidence of all, and but for his personal 
qualities, his private fidelity to friends, would have sunk ere this 
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into universal execration. The State Rights party of which you 
have so long been the head, rests all its hopes of ultimate suc- 
cess upon its unblenching and eternal faith, a faith which may 
sometimes blaze into enthusiasm, biit must never subside so 
far as to be doubted by others, much less by ourselves. This 
is the worldly armour of a good cause, and it is in vain to look 
for triumph without its use. Events do not always follow 
closely upon causes. Erect, undaunted, firmly maintaining the 
ground that we have won, let us bide our time. If impatient 
of success we seek for foreign allies, divide ourselves and fall 
into the ranks upon whose standard victory seems to have 
perched himself, the triumph is not for our day. .To other 
times and other hands it must be left, while w^ shall have only 
the consciousness of having done and suffered much for a noble 
cause and at last betrayed it for want of the highest degree of 
moral courage. 

Yoii say you are not disposed to merge our party in the two 
great parties of the day. I am sure you are sincere. Yet 
how is it possible to avoid it if we throw ouraelves into the 
contest for M*" Van Buren as there seems to be a disposition 
to do and as the Union Party (or the portion of them which 
is supposed to act with us) is resolved to do and at the same 
time surrender the helm of State to a man whose whole public 
career has been strictly partisan and opposed to us. 1 do not 
think there is another candid man in S. C. who will express a 
doubt that the election of Col R under the circumstances 
would be a complete and thorough merging of our party for- 
ever. He does not come into our i*anks or claim promotion 
as one of vs. But distinctly demands it as an allied leader on 
the ground that the two parties have been merged into each 
other. It is so univei*sally understood. It is so universally 
talked of. And I think any interpretation, of the proposal as 
amounting to any thing else would be warmly repudiated by 
them who made it — the State Rights friends of Col R. The 
common sense may not always be the correct one, but is very 
difficult to alter or get over it when wrong and in this case I 
must say I think it is right. And were I to pursue public life 
with a view to personal success, I should in the case of Col 
R's election regulate my courec precisely as if the State Rights 
imrty were extinct and its principles in abeyance for our day. 
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For to S. C. it is looked to maintain them. If she falters 
others fly. If she yields all is over. Our taking sUch a part 
in the Presidential election as merely to vote will I know be 
regarded abroad as a merger of our party. But if we main- 
tain ourselves in it at home, and give that vote coldly, we can 
when the storm is over, easily rectify our standing. At least 
we can do it, I believe. I cannot tell how easily. I am willing 
to incur that risk, if it is thought advisable, tho as to our 
being considered ^impracticable" and all that if we do not 
do, would [not] influence my opinion. It is too late to con- 
sider that. We took our course long ago and have borne tho 
odium. To change it now without sufficient reason would but 
increase that odium, by putting the seal of our own reproba- 
tion on our conduct . . . 



From D^uff Oreen} 

Baltimore Aug. 21'*. 1840 
Dear Sir It is no longer possible for you to mistake the 
signs of the times. I have given you too many proofs of my 
aflfection, I will not say friendship, for you to doubt my desire 
to sei*ve you. Had you been advised by me in 1831 you 
would have been the Candidate in opposition to Gen* Jackson 
and elected and the country saved the misery and the disgrace 
which followed. Had you l)een advised by me you would 
have been at the head of the present movement and at this 
moment the most popular man in tho United sUiU^s. It is yet 
my desire to serve you and if you give me your confidence, 
and improve on my suggestions it will yet be in your power 
to trample over your enemies and serve your Countiy. I 
enclose you a lettca* to Col. Chas. S Todd, Gen Harrison's 
confidential friend. Harrison understands Clay. He will be 
pressed by so many who want office that he will be ghid to 
fall back on you if you and your friends act discreetly from 
this forward. The Editor of the Mercury and the papers 
most friendly to you ought to moderate their tone towards 
him, and the result will be that before Harrison's [election] 

1 Text derived from a copy kept by General Green and lent to the editor by U r. R. P. 
Maynaid. 
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the asperity of the present canvas will be gone and you will 
have recovered oven with many of the Whig party your 
popularity. For you the election of Harrison opens the 
brightest prospects you have ever had. If the SubTreasury 
bill is not repealed, at the next session, Harrison will rejoice 
at your coming to his aid' to sustain him by a prudent use of 
the Government Credit and you can rally strength in the 
present congress to keep things as they are. It will be diffi- 
cult to repesil the bill and Harrison will have no desire to take 
up the bank question. He will prefer the use of the Gov*, 
credit and you will find aid in quarters that you do not expect, 
if you put youi*self at the head of that movement. As to the 
haixi money movement that is at an end. 

I have much better opportunities of judging of your posi- 
tion and true interest than any of those who give you other 
advice. It is useless to speak of the past. We must look to 
the future. I do not believe that VanBuren will recieve a 
single vote unless you are mad enough to give him the vote 
of South Carolina, but I cannot believe that you will commit 
suicide as this would be. 
Your friend 

Duff Green 



From J, IL Howard.^ c. c. 

Columbus Ga Octr 27*** 41 
My Dear Sir I reed your letter a few days ago and con- 
cur with you fully in the opinion that our candidate for the 
Presidency should be selected from the Southern wing of the 
Party, if we expect a full restomtion of the Power of the con- 
stitution. I believe also that so soon as the subject is agitated, 
that it is indispensible to the success of our views that we 
should be upon the alert and pre^sent our claims in advance of 
any other; but I hope it may be in the Power of those who 
with you have the great interests of the country more at heart 
than the elevation of any particular individual to the chief 
niagistmcy to iH)sti)oiic for a time the PMlc considemtion of 

1 MbJ. J. H. Hownrd, of Coliimbiw, wan one of Uio moRt prominent fnipportera of Cnl- 
houK in Qeorgia. 
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this important question. Although I am fearful that your 
apprehensions are too well founded and that it may be diffi- 
cult if not impracticable to prevent this matter from being 
pressed upon the country, yet if it can be avoided my judge- 
ment approves the postponement, not only because the peace 
and quiet of the country should be consulted by a relaxation 
from party excitement which the stability of the government 
demands, but that the Whigs, now beaten and on the retreat, 
may not be i*eady to rally by the accession of some of our 
disappointed corps whose defection might be developed the 
moment that they discovered by a nomination that their claims 
were likely to be overlooked. I fear also that the present 
incumbent now playing for, and somewhat expecting the sup- 
port of the democracy, would change his policy and throw 
himself entirely into the arms of the opposition by which they 
would be enabled to establish their Bank and through its 
power and corruptions together with the aid of the spoilsmen 
of both parties greatly increase the difficulty of ejecting them 
from office. If our friends could abstain from the agitation 
of the question until we have a decisive majority in congress 
rendering us independent of the President upon the Subject 
of the Bank a selection might then be made without encoun- 
tering so much danger; ours is iiither a fickle people and 
though the indications show the popular voice to be now 
in our favor the defections occasioned by the disappointment 
of personal expectation added to the instability of our exec- 
utive would greatly weaken our present flattering pros- 
pects; if however the consideration of this subj(H;t amnot 
be averted we have no alternative, we must move simul- 
taneously at least, but in advance if possible of any other 
branch of democmtic party and though we may fail of suc- 
cess, such movement will have the effect of rallying a strong 
and honest division of the party to keep in check those 
who though democrats themselves may yet not be regarded 
as thorough as oui*selves. Now for the man. The claims of 
the present incumbent even if he should henceforth act wiUi 
us which cannot be anticipated from his previous unsettled 
and ever varying policy, cannot be recognized for a moment; 
he has no qualification in my estimation which considered 
with the utmost liberality can recommend him to the favora- 
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ble consideration of a sound politician. There need be no 
apprehension that in any event any respectable number or 
section of the democratic party will divide from us in his 
favor, but still it is necessary to insure our final aid, that we 
(the democratic) should so deport ourselves towards him as to 
prevent his reunion with the whigs. When we become inde- 
pendent of his action by our majority which we anticipate at 
the next election, we may let him know that he has nothing 
to expect from us. In relation to M' Van Burens claims I 
have but a word to say. That he is my second choice and I 
think the second choice of the people of the South, and if we 
could not succeed in securing your nomination which we would 
prefer it would be better to risk his prospects before Johnson 
or Benton or any other expectant. I am persuaded that he 
will act with a proper regard for himself and friends by with- 
holding his name unless there existed more unanimity in 
bringing him again forward than can be again expected. We 
should if possible conciliate him as he is not only entitled to 
our sympathy and friendship but he has much in his power 
and ciin if he will turn the scale in our favor. This brings me 
to the manner in which our movement should be made. I 
would prefer that we should have no convention for the pur- 
pose but that M*" Van Buren if he can be brought into our 
interest together with your friends in New York, should make 
it through the legislature in that State; in the event of a fail- 
ure there, then in Pennsylvania or Virginia provided it can 
be effected in either of them. We could I think with ease 
bring you forward by Georgia and I hope with perfect satis- 
faction and great unanimity of the party. I shall know better 
what can be done next week, but your nomination would 
carry more influence if made by either of the States before 
mentioned. Georgia or Alabama either had better take the 
lead than that your own state should be the first to express 
her preference; You have my views in all candour with the 
assurance that I desire such direction given to the matter, as 
will ensure the success of our purpose, and if it be necessary 
to attain that end, that we should move earlier than 1 have 
thought prudent. Dont because I have expressed my opinion, 
be the less free in the expression of your judgment in relation 
to the best policy. I have communicated with but two per- 
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sons, who both concur with me. I shall take your letter to 
me to Millidgeville and show it to a few friends. I go to- 
morrow night. Since I have without reserve given you the 
result of my reflections fully and freely, 1 hope you will not 
allow any motives of delicacy on account qf the position you 
occupy to prevent you from communicating as freely and as 
candidly, though you may differ with me upon every point. I 
therefore request of you to give me as candidly your opinion 
of the time when our action should commence the munner of 
that action and the State in which it should be made. You 
may do this without restraint as none but fast frxenda shall 
have access to your communication and none but men of great 
prudence. 

I am &c J H HowAUD 



From WiUon Lumpkin} c. c. 

Athens G» Nov. \V^ 1841. 

My Dear Sir I have just arrived at home from Milledgeville, 
and finding it entirely out of my power to visit you before 
your departure for Washington, I proceed to give you the 
prospect of the result of the late change in publick opinion in 
regard to publick men and measures. 

I have been at Milledgeville 8 or 10 days, have had free and 
full intercourse with my political friends, (in and out of the 
Legislature) from every part of the State— and I flatter my- 
self that a patriotic and prudent spirit pervades the mnks of 
the Democratic party, and that a wise use will be made of the 
power recently gained. . . . 

From the present aspect of affaii*s, there would seem to bo 
no grounds for the slightest apprehension, that any prominent 
Whig of the present day, could over become a special favor- 
ite with the people of Georgia. Clay is now obnoxious to all. 
Tyler has the confidence of but few, and the only hope of the 
%poih men^ is the differences which may hereafter probably 
arise in the Republican ranks^— Especially upon the question of 
the succession of the Presidency at the end of the present term. 

>Seo Calhoun's letter of Pecember 26, l&ll, in Part I, umtra^ antl the footnote on 
Lumpkin. 
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This question has not yet been openly discussed in Georgia, 
yet it is deeply agitated in the publick mind, and therefore 
comes into conversational discussion in every private Circle 
amongst political friends. 

After the most extensive intercourse with our friends, and 
taking into view every consideration, it is the opinion of 
Howard, Black, Cooper and the whole Circle of your most 
devoted friends (including myself) that the time has not yet 
arrived for a general and publick agitation of the Presidential 
question. It is thought that the events of the approaching 
Session of Congress will afford developments, and exhibit 
publick sentiment, so as to give the most appropriate direc- 
tion, in connection with this great and important movement. 
It is here proper for me to state, that I am now convinced 
that the larger portion of the Republican Party in Georgia, 
who investigate such subjects, arc disposed to concentrate on 
you as their rallying point for the next Presidency. Yet, it 
is due to candor and frankness for me to state, that many of 
our friends, from their associations, and relative positions, 
have been looking in other directions. Therefore, it requires 
some time and great prudence, to conduct a matter of so much 
delicacy and deep interest. 

Your friends however, are now fully alive to this subject 
They will see that no advantage shall be unduly taken to mis- 
direct the publick mind, and should the time for a general and 
open movement arrive sooner than is now expected, they will 
not suffer themselves to be taken by surprize. 

Col. Howard shewed me your letter to him. Your last to 
me, I have shewn to no one — but spoke of our correspond- 
ence, and suggested such of your views as I deemed to be 
proper to communicate to your friends — omitting every thing 
that. I thought was best to remain with myself alone. In 
conversation I have used many of the ideas and views con- 
tained in your last letter, adopting them as my own, without 
naming you at all, and I am pleased to hav^ it in my power 
to state to you, that your general views, both in regard to 
men and measures, coincide with the great body of the patri- 
otic Republican party. We are tired of selecting men for 
high OflSce, mei'dy as available candidates. We go for cor- 

HI8T 99 — VOL 11 53 
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reel principles and ability to Hustaiii our principles. Patri- 
otism in preference to Partyism. We sec the evils which 
always accompany reatoratians. Wo believe that half way 
nieoHures, will never produce the reform which we desire. We 
are in favor of lladical, Constitutional reform. To do less 
we believe will accomplish no permanent good. 

As we cant have personal interviews, it might be well to 
correspond as fully and freely as time will allow. I promise 
faithfully to perform my share of the Correspondence. 

I will keep you advised of passing events here. 
I am Truly Yr. friend &c 

Wilson Lumpkin 



Frain Jno. A, Sttmrt c. c. 

Charleston Nov 19, 1841 

Dear Sir I have perhaps too long deferred answering 
your last letter, and to make sure that this reaches you I 
address it first to Columbia — to be forwarded if you are not 
there. 

M'. Rhett arrived a week after I received your letter and 
we had a full conversation with Col. Elmore,^ who promised 
to write you but has been since so incessantly occupied with 
business that I find he has not done so. I also shewed vour 
letter to some eight op ten others of our friends here, and 
have conversed very generally with the party here on the 
subject. 

M^ Khett said he had a full conversation on the subject 
with you at Washington and has not since altered his views, 
and they are very much the same as those expressed by all 
your friends here. 

All agree that we ought to rally for our principles upon 
some man who represents them fully, and that you are that 
man; and that when the proper time comes South Carolina 
will move for you en masse. There is no possibilit}' of our 
being disappointed in this. No man of influence will dare 
resist the movement, for such man umst have the intelligence 
to know that such resistance would crush him. But all agree 

> FiankUn H. Elmore. Bee hit letter of Noyember 2, 1842, pod. 
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that for this State to move now in a nomination would be 
ruinous. It would be as bad as to effect as if the nomination 
came from yourself or your immediate family. For such is 
the relation in which abroad the State and yourself are 
regarded; and such in fact is the feeling of our State, a feel- 
ing which no local division or internal State quarrel can 
impair. From similar considerations a nomination by Ala- 
bama would be scarce Ic-ss objectionable. Georgia would be 
better, and a nomination thence would be a cheering symptom 
that old wounds were healed, but even that is too close home. 
A nomination from Virginia would come with great effect, 
but from Ohio, Maine or New Hampshire, if made undoubt- 
edly by the majority of the Uepubliciins of. such state would 
be better than from any Soutlieni State. Perhaps from one 
of these remote points a nomination can scarcely come too soon. 
But I should regret to see it hurried anywhere. Certainly 
it would do harm if made before the close of the Session of 
Congress at hand. I count upon every day of that session 
strengthening your already strong position. Your very posi- 
tion is virtually the most imposing nomination, without the 
disadvantages of 2i formal nomination. 

To you as the acknowledged leader of the Democi'atic party 
must redound the credit of each of its coming triumphs in 
Congress. The longer therefore we keep together those 
whom your nomination might alienate, the better for our 
cause. While they fight with us harmoniously they are in 
fact fighting for and under you. You will have the advantage 
of fighting as an assailant all the while; not thrown upon the 
defensive and your moral power weakened by your being 
regarded as an open and avowed aspirant to the presidency, 
not giving ground to be accused therefore of having personal 
objects, and uncommitted to the defence of M*" Tyler and his 
party who will yet be compelled by the necessities of their 
weakness to work for us, and to come under our banner not 
to be leaders, but as fugitives seeking protection. Delay then 
must strengthen you, and I believe the close of the session 
will find you the acknowledged candidate of the Democrats in 
Congress, and a few months after of the party in general. I 
would not hazard retarding the progress of our cause, by too 
soon defying the sectional and personal jealousies which even 
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under the most favomble circumstances we must prepare to 
encounter. Let us keep them out of the field until our division 
of the party is so strong as to compel those who would avail 
themselves of such jealousies to be quiet for their own 
sake. When it is felt that the entire South almost is united 
upon yau^ as I anticipate it will be, and that every day is 
strengthening you at the North (as I am told by seveml intel- 
ligent men recently from the North) Democmtic aspirants in 
that quarter will be cowed, and mlly upon us. My wish 
may be father to the thought but I do think that we shall 
carry the party. 

As to M' Tyler, there is no danger of his dniwing off any 
of the Democinits, and those but a very few of the spoils- 
men. Iri his timid subserviency to his Whig friends he has 
diminished his patronage fund, and as to taking him up on 
principle, he has not the respect or confidence of anybody 
in our ranks. I consider him out of the question. A man so 
evidently in the niarkct, with principles for sale, ain never 
rally a great party, or one even respectable. He will find 
this out in three months. 

M' Van Buren is more formidable. The triumph of the 
principles for which he suffered has given him a high place in 
the regjird of the party; but he must see that another term 
could hardly add to his laurels, and might tarnish them, — that 
to be reelected* by acclamation would be a proud thing, but a 
mere reelection * not worth his risking a defeat for. His being 
coldly received now will discounigo him: and a strong op|)o- 
sition from our side of the House drive him from the field. 
He will not risk a defeat. This being brought forward 
early will weaken him. It will be attributed to mere love of 
place, or selfish pride, a fighting for himself, and not for the 
cause as the first consideration — for to the cause nothinnf 
essential depends on his reelection: he can do nothing in office 
which any other trusted man in the party could not as well 
do. He will nowhere then be supported with enthusiasm: 
and though I find the rank and file in Charleston well enough 
content to vote for him as a matter of pride and as against the 
Whigs, there are very few who would not drop him with 
indifference, to take up with ardour a man of our own. No 

I Renomination is evidently meant 
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harm then can coino from his being now put forward. Hi.s 
f riendsS in New York have put out feelers and made demon- 
strations which have been coldlj' met. An attempt to nomi- 
nate him at a Philadelphia meeting, called for the avowed 
purpose, proved a failure, and the resolutions were indefinitely 
postponed. I think it a good sign too that while certain 
Democratic presses at the North discuss the claims of Buch- 
anan, Com. Stewart, Benton &c. 3^our name is studiously 
suppressed. It looks as if they feared to carry their light 
near the powder barrel. I observe also that in the last Demo- 
cratic Review, an eloquent eulogy adressed to him closes with 
the remark that though the writer would be sat^/ied to have 
him again elected, he does not toUh him to be run, ^Ms not in 
favor of his being named as a candidate." 

On the whole then, let us prepare and wait. Let your 
.friends in Congress this session concert movements in their 
respective States, and appoint the how and when of the move- 
ment. Your nomination by this State is stereotyped, and she 
need not move now. It would be fatal. It would at once be 
said "This is all that South Carolina and her Senator were 
aiming at all the time." The part of this State will be to 
return thanks to other States on your account, not to ask 
favors. No danger I think of her not striking when the iron 
is hot: but it would work great mischief to give a. single 
stroke from any quarter l)efore. I anticipate the time but a 
few months distant when the real State Rights party of the 
Union shall call upon you to lead them in such force as will 
ensure I trust the success of their candidate, and if not that 
at least the placing of our principlom^on such high ground as 
to compel the respect of the government: • 

I have, as you requested, written freely, and I fear you 
will find little in what I have written to repay you the 
trouble of reading this. The sum of the opinion I have given 
perhaps would have been better presented had 1 only said, 
that I concur with you in thinking that in the approaching 
Presidential election, we must fight for our principles with a 
candidate from our wing of the party, that I take it to be out 
of the question that any other than yourself should be that 
candidate, that everj"^ day strengthens you, that delay is not 
half as dangerous as haste must prove. 



838 AMKHICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

I think also that the rejection of our portion of the Distri- 
bution * will strengthen you, and that under the present aspect 
of affairs our State legislature should not be at all belligerent 
in its demonstrations. Our principles are in the ascendant 
through the Union. We expect to command in Congress, and 
it is better not to give either Whigs, or unfriendly and jealous 
Democmts occasion to scout at us for any seeming ultmisin. 
We are known to be good Nullifiers without our always 
mttling our arms. We don't want muskets now, when the 
ballot box is about making the cartouche-box superfluous 
I trust. 

Very respectfully Yrs 

Jno a. Stuart. 

P. S. The Democmts have as a party so thoroughly com- 
mitted themselves against a Tariff that to fight on that ground 
would kill off any Northern Democmt. M** Buchanan then is 
' out of the question, and M*" Van Buren must profess our 
principles in all their force, which will weaken him there 
with the Whigs, while those very principles will bring to 
you Whigs here, who never would take him up. Benton will 
withdraw Van Buren 1 think when he finds him coldly 
received. 

The Democrats in general seem unwilling to commit them- 
selves now, and the Whigs are afraid. The Fabian is our 
true policy this time also. 

P. P. S. Your presence in Columbia will do good. 



Frmn TJioinas Ritchie} c. c. 

Richmond Nov 24, 1841. 
My Dear Sir. I owe you many apilogios for not having 
sooner acknowledged the receipt of your Letter, but 1 iiave 
been very much engaged; and you had so accurately defined 
the position of parties and anticipated the coui*se of events, 
that I thought it less necessary to give you my own opinions. 

> I. e., of the surplus revenues of the United States. 

< Thomas Ritchie (177^1865), the famous editor of the Richmond Enquirer (1804-1845) 
and of the Washington Union (1845-1649). 
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The whir][w]ind bos indeed come since you wrote, and the 
results of all the Fall Elections have cowed the spirits of 
the Whigs. Their ranks are thrown into great confusion — 
and but for their majorities in both Houses of Congress, we 
might consider their great mongrel party as almost entirely 
prostmtcd. So long however, as they remain in possession 
of those two strongholds, we must regard the battle as only 
half won. We must look to the State Legislatures as the 
Citadels of the public liberty, as they were in 98 and 99, and 
from their efforts we must expect to counteract and arrest the 
encroachments of the Federal Whigs in Congress. 

I can only undertake to express my own opinion in relation 
to the action of our own Legislature^ for, 1 am yet unable to 
estimate the bearings of its members. But I hope, they will pass 
resolutions of instruction against a National Bank, andy^r the 
Repeal of the Distribution Act. Whether they will succeed 
is of course doubtful. The latter more so than the former, 
because the Distribution law addresses itself to so many 
interests of so many sections of the State, that it is difficult to 
estimate the extent of its seduction. The Friends of Educa- 
tion, of the South Western Road, of the James and Kanawha 
Improvement, of the last link in the central i*ail-road (from 
Fredericksburg to the Potomac) and others too tedious to 
enumemte, '* will respectfully press their claims and pounce 
upon the Fund. " How far the public spirit of our Democratic 
members will be able to resist the interests of their Sections, 
it is impossible for me to say. The Education Convention 
which is to meet in this City on the 2nd Thursday of Dec' 
may witness the first shock, but perhaps it may be put aside 
by the substitution of some other scheme (upon the model of 
N York and N England) for i*aising the necessary funds to 
improve our Elementary Schools. But it will not be so easy 
to lull the friends of Internal Improvement. Our State 
Treasury has not a spare Sous in it, and the example of our 
Sister States warn us against a further augmentation of our 
State Debt. Our wisest course will be never to borrow, at 
least for the States, unless we lay a tax to raise the means of 
paying the Interest on the debt. This was M' Jefferson's 
maxim, and we understand it is the course which our Acting 
Governor (Rutherford) is determined to chalk out in his 
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Annual Message. • He, like all our distinguished Democrats, 
is opposed to the principle of the Distribution, and I should 
not be surprised, if in ]>assing he gave it a little touch with 
that discretion, yet moderation which mark the man. 

Your majority in the Liegislature of S Carolina is stronger 
than ours in Virginia, and 1 hope they will not fail to take a 
decided part, and spurn the Distributable Fund from their 
lips. I look for a similar result from N York, for our 
friends have gone in there upon the high pressure principle, 
and we may expect from so large a majority a strong and 
towering tone. 

Have we not sore reasons to fear from the flood tide of suc- 
cess, which has recently poured in upon us, a new danger? 
It is so difficult to hear Prosperity, so much easier to with- 
stand Adversity, both in private life and public affairs, that 
we ought to practise upon the lessons which Experience sounds 
in oui: eai*s. We must use great wisdom and moderation, in 
the course of the next Session. We must avoid all excesses, 
either in measures, or in the conduct of men. We must 
adhere, in the first place, to our principl^Sy upon which I 
agree with you most cordially, that every thing essentially 
depends. Wo must in the next place, keep our party united 
together, and fight as gallantly and as unitedly against a flying 
enemy, as we have done against his embattled legions. We 
must, in the third place, shun all causes of dissension, all 
clashings of private interest, all the struggles of aspiring 
ambition. The man who tries to think as little of himself as 
possible in these times (like Silas Wright) is in the best condi- 
tion for serving his country, and ultimately of receiving the 
reward of his disinterestedness. 

We do not yet exactly know what Mr Tyler proposes to do. 
I saw him on his late visit to this City. He looks well, is 
improved both in his dress and address, but I had no oppor- 
tunity of opening up, as I wished, the high matter of the 
Fiscal Agency. We began upon it, but were soon interrupted 
by other visitors. I doubt nmch whether he had concocted 
any plan of his own, and I learn, that at Norfolk Mr Taze- 
well tried his wonted power of Analysis upon several projects, 
with which Mr Tyler had come to Virginia. His pockets 
filled with them like the Abb6 Seiyes pigeon holes. But my 
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impression is, that he will prepare treasury notes in some 
form, and if he does, I trust he will invest them not only with 
the function of receiveihility for the public dues, but of inmie- 
diate convertibility into specie at a few specified points. All 
however is clouds and darkness over Capt Tyler's fiscal plans. 
In feeling he is evidently more with us, than with the Clay 
Whigs, and also I believe in jprinciplett. But he has now 
(whilst his friends in'Congress are n^^near him) some intrigu- 
ing and adroit advisers around him, and I will not answer for 
the influences which they will put in play upon him. 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Ritchie. 
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I^rojn Duff Green. * 

Paris 24*** Januarv 1842 
My deak Sir When I last wrote to you, I had not seen 
M'. Stevenson's correspondence with the British Government* 
nor the reports from the heads of the departments at Wash- 
ington. 1 have since I came here satisfied myself that un 
the pressure of the public debt, England finds it impossible 
to maintain her commercial and manufacturing superiority, 
because she cannot raise cotton, sugar &c as cheap in India as 
it can be i*aised in the United States, C^iba and Brazil, and 
that her war on slavery and the slave trade is intended to in- 
crease the cost of producing the raw material in the United 
States, Brazil and Cuba, that she can sell to other rival man- 
ufacturing, continental powers, the product of her East India 
possessions cheaper than they can purchase from us. If she' 
can do this, having the power to compel her East India sub- 
jects to purchase her manufactures and her's alone, she can 
through her manufactures— command the supply of raw 
material and thus compel rival manufacturing nations to pay 
her tribute while she in a great measure controls the manu- 
facture itself. This is part of her policy. Do we not see 
one fourth of her Iron manufactures now idle? and whyt 

'Text dcrlvcMl from a copy kept by General Green and lent to the editor by Mr. R. P. 
Maynard. 

* Presumably the correspondence of Andrew Stevenson, U. 8. minister in London, 
with Lords Palmerston and Aberdeen, concerning foreign duties on American rice. 
House Document 2, Twenty-eeventh Congress, second session. 
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because she says the supply exceeds the demand, and do you 
not believe, that if it comes to a question of whether her 
spinning jennies or those of Continental Europe or of the 
United States shall stand idle, she will hesitate as to which is 
to be employed? or that having the command of the raw ma- 
terial she will fail as to means to accomplish her purpose. 

Under this aspect of the case you will find that England has 
much more than a work of benevolence fn the suppression of 
the slave trade. 

She has the alternative of repealing her own corn-laws and 
abolishing her protective duties — or of enforcing her present 
colonial policy by stmtagem or war. 

If she goes to war there will bo great danger — that it will 
end in the emancipation of her colonics — and that this will be 
followed by the abolition of her national debt and protective 
duties, if it does not end in the reorganisation of society, the 
entire prostration of the present Aristocracy and a modifica- 
tion of the present prerogatives of the Crown. 

Under these aspects of the case I am satisfied that our only 
hope of peace rests in being well prepared for war, and that 
the first measure is such an organisation of the financial con- 
dition of the Treasury as that we can use the credit of the 
Government at home. We have nothing to expect from 
Europe, at least for some time to come. — I was introduced to 
Baron Rothschild by Gen^ Cass ^ at a diplomatic dinner and 
speaking of the question which now absorbs all circles, the 
probability of war between England and America, ho said 
to me, " But how can you go to war? you can get no money. 
I received a letter to-day from my correspondent in London 
inquiring to know, whether the United States could borrow 
money on the Continent and my reply was not a dollar." Ho 
proceeded to say to me *'You niay tell your government, 
that you have seen the man who is at the head of the finances 
of Europe and that he has told you — tliat they cannot borrow 
ad[ollar, not a dollar." 

I then explained to him that there had been a systematic 
effort on the part of England to depi'cciate the ci*edit of the 

nited States — that her purpose was to compel those conti- 

1 U. 8. minister to France, 1836-1842. 
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nental powers of Europe, as well as the United States, who 
ai*o engaged in rival manufactures, to depend on her East 
India Colonies for the mw material; and therefore the w 
with lis would be a war on the manufacturing states of 
Europe, that we had within ourselves all the elements of war, 
that we had six hundred steamboats on a single river, and 
that so far from having anything to fear from England, we 
did not fear to go to war with England with Europe at her 
back, but that Europe would have a common intcj*est with us, 
that by the use of Exchequer bills, convertablo into six per 
cents we could command men, ships and munitions of war, he 
said, " yes you may get men and ships, but such is the char- 
acter of your state debts, that the United States cannot bor- 
row a single dollar in Europe" — this was before dinner. 
After the dinner was over, he came to me and urged me to 
come and see him and convei*se with him on this subject. He 
said, "You may be able to go to war, but you must get the 
means at home." 

After he went away Gen*. Cass remarked, that he had had 
a long conversation with me and was impi*essed with its im- 
poilance. 1 have not yet gone to see him, but I purpose to 
pi*epare for the "Review des deux-mondes" the leading 
European Review, an article in which I will demonstrate the 
pui*poses of England so plain, that I am confident that there 
will be a powerful reaction in our favor. 

Do you not see that this is a war upon the commerce and 
manufactures of New England, through our domestic insti- 
tutions and that this is the time to unite all parties and all 
sections in their support? If England be defeated in the ( 
present movement, she has no alternative but to fall back on 
free trade; there is a strong party in England who are in 
favor of frce trade — and thus the manufacturing continental 
states will unite with the south in a common support of your 
long cherished measure of free ti-ade. But permit me to 
urge on you that altho' I believe this can be accomplished 
without war, the only means of doing it, is to be prepared for 
war; and that under this aspect of the case, 1 feel a deep 
anxiety to learn, that ^'ou are acting in concert with the 
administration on the measure of finance. 
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I consider this tho most important crisis of your active 
and eventful life. When I remember tlie many times you 
again and again explained to me that the great end of your 
labours was to establish for the United States a free tmde; 
and reflect — that it is, as I verrily believe it is — now in your 
power, by uniting with the President and those of your own 
personal friends, who are in his cabinet and united with him, 
in perfecting the Exchequer bill — to accompjish not only free 
trade for the United States but for the greater part of the 
civilized world, I can not permit myself to believe that you 
will not tender your advice and coopemtion, and believing 
that by your advice and cooperation the mo^isure can be made 
efficient, I can not permit myself to fear its failure. . . . 



From Jaine% K. Polk} c. c. 

• • 

Columbia Tcnn. Feb^. 23**. 1842 
Dear Sir I have received under your frank, your late 
speech on the Treasury Note Bill for which I thank you. 
You have truly stated the question at issue to be that we must 
increase the duties or curtail expenditures, and have abun- 
dantly demonstrated that the latter is not only the true policy, 
but that it is practicable without injury to any branch of tlie 
public service. I have but little hope however that the ruling 
majority in Congress will adopt it. The increased and increas- 
ing expenditures, the loan and distribution acts of the Extra ^ 
Session, left no doubt in my mind that their ultimate object 
was another protective tariflT. The estimated expenditures of 
thirtyrtwo miUiona for the present year, the further loan — at 
your present Session — and the direct movements in the House 
upon the subject of the tariff, plainly show that such is their 
object I hope you may be able successfully to resist these 
ruinous measures until another Congress can be chosen. That . 
the next Congress will change and revei*se the policy of the 
majority in the present Congress I do not entertain a doubt. 
The great revolution in public opinion, which has already 
taken place and is still going on, gives the most absolute 

> Jfimes K. Polk (179^1M9) had been for fourteen years a member of the House of Rep- 
reientatives, and for four years its speaker. He was now in private life. 
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assurance that the next Congress will curtail expenditures and 
in this respect bring the Government back to the policy for 
which you are contending. Of the public opinion in this 
State I can speak with certainty. The systems of measures 
adopted by the party in power, at the Extitt Session and fol- 
lowed up at the present Session of Congress, is decidedly 
odious — not onl)'^ to the Democratic party but to a large 
portion of the Whigs. The people of this State are by a 
very decided and large majority opposed to a tariff of protec- 
tion, to the distribution act which they regard as a tariff 
measure, to a funded debt or a debt in any other form, and to 
the present expenditures, which they regard as utmecessarily 
large; whilst the Bankrupt or rather insolvent law is openly 
denounced by the body of all parties, not having a single 
advocate, except those who expect to take advantage of it to 
l)e freed from their debts, and a few reckless political leadei*8. 
At our last elections in August, these obnoxious measures had 
not been suflGlciently developed to be known, and the people 
acted in view of the liberal promises of rdirf and reform 
which had been made to thein. They are disappointed and 
dissatisfied. They now find that they have been deceived, and 
only await another opportunity to speak at the polls, to vin- 
dicate and maintain their ti*ue principles. If the President 
remains firm u)X)n the Bank question, and I cannot doubt 
but that he will, the mischievous effects of the other meas- 
ures of the party in power can be readily corrected here- 
after. 

There is a matter of local interest now before the Senate, 
about which I feel some solicitude, and to which I beg to 
call your attention. It is the confirmation of the nomina- 
tion of M'. Claiborne as Mai-shall of Middle Tennessee. He 
is an honest man and one of high intelligence. He was a 
Representive in Congress in 1816-7, and is probably known 
to you personally. From a reveree of fortune he is now in a 
situation to need the emoluments of the ofiice. The rumor 
here is, that his nomination will be opposed in the Senate on 
party grounds. There can be no other possible objection to 
him. May I ask your attention to his case. 
I am Very Respectfully your ob* sev' 

James E. Polk 
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From Ihiff Green, o. c. 

__.. London Aug' 2**^. 1842 

( Mv Dkar Sir I huvo been a close observer of events here 
I and have had access to the most accurate sources of intelli- 
/ gence. There are a few facts which deserve your most ser- 
ious consideration. 

The Whigs went out of power and Sir Robert Peel came in 
on two propositions — the first to admit slave grown sugar in 
competition with British Colonial sugar, and the other a fixed 
^3uty on corn. Sir Robert Peel in the debate on the sugar 
duties last year avowed that the pui'pose of this Government 
is to promote the abolition of slavery in Bi*azil, Cuba and the 
'lU. States and Lord Brougham openly advocated his bill for- 
bidding British Subjects to purchase slaves on the ground 
that England having abolished slavery, and thereby raised the 
price of labor in her colonies was bound as an act of justice to 
her Colonial subjects to aboliah slavery elsewhere. 

The Abolitionists of Texas have deputed a M^ Andrews^ as 
anagent, with a proposition to this Government for a loan to 
be applied to the purchase and emancipation of the slaves of 
Texas and Lord Aberdeen told M'. Smith' the Texian Charg6 
that the British Gov' deem it so important to prevent the 
annexation of Texas to the United States that they were dis- 
posed to support the loan if it should be required to prevent 
ann exation. 

it is now understood that the Queen is willing to reinstate 
the Whigs whenever Lord Melbourne says to her that Lord 
John Russell can organise a Government that can retain power 
and such a Government is in the progress of organisation. 
Lord Melbourne to occupy the same relation to the new Gov- 
ernment that the Duke of Wellington now does to Sir Robert 
Peel's and his brother to be Sec. for foreign affairs. Lord 
John Russell to be premier. C. Wood (Lord Grey's soninlaw) 
President of the Board of Trade, M'[ F. Baring Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 

In this state of things Sir Robert Peel is disposed to fold his 
arms and let events take their course; Becoming satisfied that 

1 Stephen Pearl Andrews, noted as nn abolitionist agitator and as one of the foundcn 
of modern phonography, 
s Dr. Aahbel Smith. See his note of July 31 . 1843. pott. 
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he will not now do what he was anxious to do last year I 
resolved if I could to make his American policy one of the 
points on which the new Ministers are to come in. I there- 
fore obtained an introduction to I^ord John Russell and had a 
full conversation on American Affairs and told him that I 
wished him *to [make] up an issue with Ministers. He 
promised me to do so — and you will see in the Times which I 
will endeavor to send you, that he is the only speaker, on the 
side of the opposition, who touched on the subject of America 
in the debate on the state of the Nation. 

I explained to Lord John Russell and to several who are^to 
be his associates in the new ministry the relation of parties in 
the United States and the bearing which the slave question 
has on our policy. I am assured by them that during the 
recess of Parliament they will assail Ministers on their 
American policy and that upon coming into power they will 
go for free trade with America and an immediate adjustment 
of the Oregon Question, for the admission of slave grown 
produce, and non-interference in the domestic policy of other 
nations — that they will denounce the attempt to emancipate 
the slaves of Cuba, Brazil, the U States and Texas as an 
'^ illegal and unwise interference. The most pregnant sign of 
the Times however is that the stock exchange are beginning 
to speculate for a fall in the price of Consols and hence any 
man who has Consols can now get an advance upon them at 
short dates without interest. 

The present ministers are sustained [by the land holders, 
the established Church and the fund holders. A formidable 
Combination you will say — but it is a combination so sensitive 
to their own peculiar interests that they are ready to sacrifice 
any Government that endangers them. The Whigs under- 
stand this, and their measures are taken accordingly. 

I remember to have heard you say that England will be 
compelled to establish free trade or to renew, her system of 
plunder, and I find that a class of political economists con- 
nected with funds are beginning to say that the true policy of 
England is to get up a general war. That the Continent and 
America have become her rivals in commerce and manufac- 
tures and that having the conunand of the Ocean, she can 
protect her manufactures and monopolise the commerce of 
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the World, and that a war in Europe would destroy the manu- 
factures of the Continent. Do not these facts present a most 
serious question to you. What are you to do? Are you like 
Sir Robert Peel, to fold your arms and let events take their 
Course? Are you to say that because the people have not 
given you the first office you will not give your influence 
where it might Contribute to Control events? If while you 
fold your arms and look on, Van Buren is elected and Benton 
comes into the State Department, how easy will it be for him 
to provoke a war on the Oregon question ? Do you not see 
cause for apprehension in the late proceedings in Maine and 
New Hampshire favorable to Van Buren and the position 
which the Oregon question is assuming in the West? I see 
that your friends are pledging themselves to support the 
nominee of the National Convention and [it] is now- rendered 
almost certaih that Van Buren will be that nominee unless 
all other interests combine against him. Instead of this, 
Johnson will compromise at any time for th^ Vice Presidency, 
and all the other candidates, I fear, will endeavor to weaken 
you under a belief that your friends will prefer any of them 
to Van Buren. Things will run on this direction until you 
are all handed over to Van Buren as so much political Capital 
in the hands of Col. Benton; unless you are wise in time. I 
have studied your position and I never was more fully satis- 
fied as to what it is your duty to do. I am fearful that you 
are not yet prepared to see or to hear the truth as it is. I 
fear that it is the same case' with the President. Permit me 
however to say that great efforts are making to seperate you 
and M" Tyler, that you are embarked in a common cau^e and 
should stand by each other. United you may yet control 
events, divided you become a prey to your common enemy 
and sacrifice the great cause for which you have so long 
labored and with it the best interests of your Country. I 
will be prepared in a few days to write to you more fully. In 
the meantime let me entreat you to ponder well over what I 
now say. What you have most to apprehend both as it relates 
to yourself and the country is that Van Buren will be elected 
Pi*esident and Benton be Secretary of State. If we are to 
have Van .Bui*en the responsibility will rest on you, and you 
owe it to yourself, to your friends, to your Country and the 
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world to counteract as far as possible the evil consequences 
to be apprehended from his election. 

I will endeavor to write to you more fully by the next 
steamer. If I do not and find things when I return right at 
Washington I may on my return come to see you. Please to 
write to mo care of M' Upshur.* 

Your sincere friend 

Duff Green 

r S. It is now understood that OConnor's* next movement 
will bo to compel the great landlords to sell tlie land to the 
tenants by a combination to prevent the payment of rents — 
by an understanding that there shall be no bidders on a distress 
for rent. 



From Jamea TL Ilammond. o. o. 

Silver Bluff 10 Sept. 1842. 
My Dear Sir. There has probably been some miscarriage 
of letters between us. The last I received from you was in 
January or February last and I answered it soon after. I 
should have been very glad often to have heard from you dur- 
ing the exciting scenes of the late Session — but did not like to 
interrupt you. It is difficult to understand what is intended 
by public measures now-a-days without a Key, and the papers, 
and letter writers from Washington are so full of plots and 
counter plots that it is impossible to form any reliable opinion 
from such sources. One thing however seems to me clear y 
from all that is said and I rejoice at it. Your Star is evidently ^ 
in ascendant and rising steadily. Buchanan whom I onco 
thought foimidable has shrunk into very meagre dimension, 
and I think there is reason to infer that Mr Van Buren's tour 
of inspection has satified him that his i*ace is run. He was in 
Columbia, I did not call on him in Charleston — but coming 
right to my place of residence I thought it would not appear 
courteous to avoid him and so I gave him a dinner. He was as 
full of talk as a horse jockey and quite interesting. It was evi- 
dent to me that he was still aspiring. But young people cannot 
be made enthusiastic in favour of a beaten horse and old ones 

1 Abel P. Upflhur, at this time Secretary of the Navy in Tyler's Cabinet, later Secretary 
of State. 
*0'Connell. 
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will not risk much on him. I think he must go down and with 
him I hope the whole clique of political hucksters — Benton, 
Wright, Johnson &c. The only earthly chance for him will 
be a packed Democratic Convention of old hacks. This must 
be seen to. They should be young men. I can't undei*stand 
the vote of his friends on the Tariff. Could they expect to 
gain anything or was it necessary to sustain themselves or was 
it simply an act of desperation and malice towards the South 
and you? It is remarkable that this identical set should twice 
at two great eras fix the plunder-system upon us by precisely 
the same treachery. I thought better of Wright. 1 suppose 
wo must now give him up for Woodbury. It is rumoured that 
Benton has declared if the issue is between you and Clay he 
will support Clay. So I heard in Augusta the other day. And 
was rather glad to hear it, for it was a proof of your strength 
and an open declaration of that malice which I knew to be 
untiringly though secretly moving against you. He would find 
himself very weak in such a move. I doubt if Missouri even 
would go with him. Would [ ]? I think such a thing 
would effectually remove all fear of our ever being degi-aded 
by his accession as it would Kill [him] off forever. I am incli ned 
to think they will try to make a rally on Johnson. I found 
him very strong in N. York two years ago. Stronger I thought 
than Van Buren. But the Southern Democrats hold the power 
in the party now and he cannot get their support. Harrison 
to be sure was not much better, but there cannot be such 
another excitement gotten up. It would be indispensably 
necessary to carry such . a mass of stupidity, vulgarity and 
immorality as Johnson into the Chair. On the whole it seems 
to me the Democratic Party can have no alternative but to 
nominate you. I am so certain of it that were I an aspirant for 
Federal Honors I should lay all my plans accordingly. I recom- 
mended Crawford and some Georgia Whigs to do so the other 
day. There is as you know some soreness in Georgia among 
individuals of both sides, but young men are coming up who 
know nothing of W" H. Crawford and I have no doubt of 
the Geo. vote. There is some little talk of Cass there and 
Tyler, and I heard of one man being for Johnson, but aU will 
be right in the end. 

The question is often asked what is to be done with the new 
Tariff? Nullify it? I should be glad to have your views on 
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this point, and I will candidly state my own. Nullification is 
the extreme remedy. Wo should first exhaust every other. 
The prospect of the entire ascendancy of the Democratic Party 
and of your Election is so good that we ought to look to these 
means first before we resort to harsh measures. I cannot but 
think the Tariff will be repealed, for if neither of these two 
apparently certain events happen, I have little doubt that smug- 
gling will render it wholly inefficacious. No earthly power can 
keep out or scarcely interrupt smuggling in such an extensive 
country as ours. The Chief reliance against it must be to make 
it unprofitable by low duties. The virtue of our people is 
another, but I fear there has been a great change in this respect 
on our Coast and frontiers in the last 10 years. There is one 
other objection to nullifiation at this moment. I verily believe 
that under the present weak and distracted administmtion it 
would cause the utter overthrow of the Government. Our 
just resistance would be followed by unjust and unconstitu- 
tional rebellion every where and this Administration could 
not rally a force I fear to sustain even just and Constitutional 
Laws. I should like very much to have your views on this 
topic and political matters generally. Should I be called to 
the Executive Chair in December, to which I can hear of no 
serious or rather no formidable opposition, it would be very 
important to me to have full possession of the views of the 
pai*ty to which I belong and particularly of yours on all public 
matters. The Governor's position may become one of interest 
and importance in the progress of Affairs and I desire to make 
it as useful as possible in advancing the Great Cause for which 
we have been so long contending. . . . 
Very truly and sincerely youra 

J. H. Hammond 



Fnnn R. B. HhetV c. c. 

Oct. 13, 1842. 
My Dear Sir 1 wrote to you a week or two ago immedi- 
ately after my return from N. Y. Every day brings mo cvi- 

1 Robert Barawcll Rhett (1800-1876) was a member of Congren from South Carolina 
from 1837 to 1849, and a Senator from 1861 to 18G3. Ho had always an important place 
among the extreme advocates of state rights and secession, and was a member of the 
Confederate Congress, 
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dcnces of the rising of our cause. At Taniniany on Thursday 
week I am told, by an intelligent friend who was present, 
there was no mistaking the temper of the People. At the 
mention of your name, the applause was immense; and I am 
assured, that so soon as the election of the Committees comes 
on we will have entire possession of Tammany. From other 
sources I am also advised, that the same coui'se of things is 
mpidly extending throughout the whole interior of N. Y. 
Beardsley, a former Member of Congress, is out for you in 
Utica. In Pennsylvania according to the opinion of a Sen- 
ator in the Legislature of that State, who called upon me, Y. 
B. is out of the question. Woodberry [Woodbury] and his 
friends are moving with great effect in N. England for us. 
At the late Democratic Convention held in Boston it was pro- 
posed to nominate Y. B. but it was soon ascertained that the 
majority were for. you, and the attempt was not made. The 
late Brittish regulations, by w^ our grain is admitted into 
Canada, and consequently into Great Brittain, at a duty of 
three Shillings a quarter, will I think in two years bring Penn- 
sylvania with us. We will carry the South and divide the 
North West. On the whole, our prospects are bright and 
growing brighter; and judging from the past, we have only 
to keep matters as they are, and we must control the next 
presidential election. 

With respect to your intimation of a change of opinion, 
from the advices of some of your friends out of public life, 
as to the policy of your i*eturning to the Senate next winter, 
I at first determined to say nothing. From what has passed 
between us, I felt that I may subject myself to a misconstruc- 
tion of motives in expressing to you, the opinions I enter- 
tained with respect to it. From subsequent reflection, how- 
ever, I have determined to speak frankly to you, and trust to 
your knowledge of me, for a just appreciation of my motives. 
Neither you nor I are alone interested in your political for- 
tunes. The interests of the whole Country, and especially 
those of the Section to which we belong, are too deeply impli- 
cated to allow mere personal considerations or consequences 
to hinder or control my own act. 

I understand, you have made up your mind (very properly, 
I think), not to serve in the Senate beyond the present Con- 
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gi*ess. The question then is as to the three months service of 
the next winter. When at the Close of the last Session you 
expressed to me your intention not to return to the Senate, 
you know I dissuaded you from it, and begged you to sus- 
pend your determination, and consult further your friends in 
Congress. At that time, I saw no questions likely to arise, 
which would injure your position with respect .to the Presi- 
dency, from the duties of a Senator. But from xlevellop- 
ments afterwards made, my mind is changed, and I am now 
satisfied that it is your unquestionable policy and duty to 
keep out of the Senate, at the approaching session. I know 
that the Whigs wish V. B. to be their opponent, and fear 
only you. M' Clay has written here, that you will be the 
man the Whig party will have to oppose, and that the 
sagacity of the Democratic Party will not fail to perceive 
this. It will of course be the policy of the Whig, to sow dis- 
sensions amongst the Democratic Party, and especially to kill 
you oflf. Now what question, could more effectually accom- 
plish this end, than that M*^ Bayard gave notice he should 
bring up at the approaching Session — rescind the expunging 
Resolution. You heard I suppose the notice. You are aware 
of the Constitutional grounds, both you and M' M^DufBe 
took (Preston will not return to the Senate) on this question. 
Now can you meet it, and go along with the Democratic 
Party? To vote with the Whigs to rescind this resolution, 
expunging a censure on Gen^ Jackson, will be restoring the 
censure. The Whigs controlling the majority will of course, 
so put it, as to put you in the worst position. A vote with 
them on this question will revive all the old feuds which are 
now nearly smothered, and will set the Whigs and V. B. 
Democrats into a state of ecstasy. Your prospects for the 
Presidency will utterly expire under the question. The 
Whigs will press it, if they are not imbeciles or fools, with 
such sure game for the slaughter, and every enemy will re- 
joice at the opportunity of degrading you personally, or 
ruining you politically. If you could consistently with truth 
and honour, go with the Democratic Party, on this question, 
your return to the Senate altho surrounded with difficulties, 
might do no irreparable injury. The Rhode Island question, 
which must arise from the intention lately announced in the 



854 AMBBIOAN HISTOBIOAL AS800IATION. 

R. I. papers, to apply to Congress at the next session, for 
payment of the expenses of the Dorr insuri*eetion we may 
overcome, especially if the Constitution soon to bo voted on 
is adopted. This matter will bo pressed, for the only chance 
for such a claim is in the present Congress. The Exchequer 
Dank also will give some trouble, for you know that a con- 
siderable portion of the Democratic Party, is in favour of 
Congress doing something. You can do nothing, and conse- 
quently must offend: but this may be got along with. On 
the matter of the expunge, however, you must not be against 
the Democratic Party, or you must surrender all hopes of the 
Presidency. On the other hand, unless you intend to remain 
in the Senate through the next Congress, I do not see what 
material benefit, in the present organization of the Senate, 
you can do to the Countiy, by a service next winter, whilst 
the risks are immense to your prospects for the Presidency, 
and all the great measures of policy involved in that Election. 
My mind is therefore clear, in the judgement, that it is un- 
politic, and will probably be fatal, for you to expose yourself 
any farther in the Senate, to the cross fire of your enemies. 

The private friends who have given you advice contrary to 
mine, may possess far greater powei-s, twice my ability on all 
general mattera — ^but without disparaging them, or exalting 
myself, I think I may assert, that with one half their sagacity, 
I may be a fa.r better judge of the effect of political questions, 
and the temper of the People of the Union. Your best Coun- 
sellors in my opinion will bo those whoso duties and position 
compel them to study public affairs, with the greatest inten- 
sity; and who must bear all the embarrassments and mortifica- 
tions any false movement might produce. 

My anxiety on this subject, has led me to seek the council 
of the only two members of Congi*ess of the Democratic Party 
in Washington, favourable to your election — M'. Walker of 
Mississippi and Gen^ Dawson of Louisiana. M". Walker Day 
before yesterday brought Judge Woodruff of Louisiana, a 
warm friend of yours, to see me. I found him, with a large 
pile of your Speeches on the Tariff to post to his Constituents. 
He is decidedly opposed to V. B. and in favour of your Elec- 
tion. He expresses no doubt as to the impolicy of your 
returning to the Senate on various accounts, but he says un- 
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hesitatingly, that for you to go against the Democratic Party 
on the matter of the expunge, will be in his opinion inmiediate 
death to your prospects. Gen\ Dawson, (of whose steady and 
sincere friendship you are aware) was equally explicit and 
decided: and declared that on such a question, if you went 
with the Whigs, he would immediately abandon you, and take 
position against you. 

And now my Dear Sir, I have done my duty to you person- 
ally and politically and to the Country, in thus explicitly 
expi*essing my opinion to you. Act how you may, I will 
strive to support you, and where I cannot conunend, I will 
try not to blame. 

M*^. Rhett joins me in cordial remembrance to M^ Clemson, 
M*^. Calhoun and Yourself, and believe me 
Truly Youra 

K. B. RlIBTT 



From Joseph A. ScovUle.^ o. o. 

New York 25. Oct 1842. 
Dear Sir I wrote you a few days since a few lines in answer 
to your letter, and enclosed the latter to you. Such a proceed- 
ing doubtless surprized you very much, and I will explain my 
reasons more fully than I had time to do at tkat time. Eight 
months ago you might have written 20 letters a day to persons 
residing here and it would have excited no curiosity, but now 
the case is altered, and a letter from you creates excitement 
and alarm among the Van Buren men, and I am sure you will 
see the benefit that will accrue to our cause by avoiding any 
correspondence with the many who will write you from hence. 
There is a jealousy excited even among your friends; it does 
you no good and it makes enemies for the person receiving 
such a letter. Our post office officers are a corrupt sett, 
before 1 rec** your letter I was aware that there was a free 
letter here for me, postmarked Pendleton, and I should have 
lost all confidence of those who have been my inunediate 
associates, Slamm', Hart, and Hunter, had I refused to read it 

Uoscph A. Sooville (1811-1864) was a journalist in New York, and afterward private 
secretary to Calhoun. 
<LeYi D. Slamm. editor of the New Era. 
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to them, which I did, save such parts as related to M^ A and 
Mr. H. I have always been in the habit of returning M'. 
Wrights letters. Our nominations for members of the 
Legislature have been made. I was left off the ticket, but I 
do not feel very bad in consequence, for Cha* P. Daly* and 4 
or 5 other warm friends of yours were nominated, and Daly 
is a host in himself and can do your cause more good probably 
at Albany than I could have done. I saw him a day or two 
since — he says he will write you as soon as he is elected. 
Mattel's are going on well hero. I shall now devote every 
hour of my time to the accomplishment of a matter of vital 
importance, and that is the control of Tammany Hall. I have 
no doubt of success. I am almost sure that your friends will 
be elected from a majority of the wai'ds but it is hard work 
to make them act in concert, and it is only in this way that 
they can be efficient and hold the real power hero. I do not 
understand Slamm of late. I can only account for his course 
by supposing that he has been obliged by the State of his 
Finances to go Van Buren. 

I hear from M'. Rhett almost daily. I wish with all my 
heart we had the control of M'. Tylers appointments, but M'. 
Rhett writes me that he thinks Tyler is working for his own 
nomination — he will be very much deceived in the Democratic 
party. 

I was very much amused yesterday at the Exchange. The 
Sailors wages have been reduced about 20% — they have had 
in consequence a Strike for the wages of last Season, and the 
^'turn out'* consisted of about 600 mon-7^t4, oclock they 
arrived in Wall St. Col Hepburne addressed them from the 
Exchange, and when he closed they gave 9. rousing cheers for 
yourself. The Col made a very happy hit. As soon as pos- 
sible I would advise your sending me the proposed life etc. 
I have seen the publishers, and they will wait very willingly. 
I will select some one here to edit it. 

Yours very Respy &c 

Joseph A. Scoville 

pp. S.] I have had several requests made me to become a 
member of the Free Trade Association (See their letter to 

1 The late Preaident of the American GeographicHi Society, Chief Justice of the New 
York Court of Common Pleaa, 1871-1886, d. 18W. 
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Candidates in yesterdays Post) and I shall probably accept and 
become a member. I dpnt like such associations, but in this 
case, as a majority of the members have been Whigs, and as 
a Free Trade man must be a Calhoun man,. I shall join hoping 
to bring their strength into harmonious action with our 
Friends in active Tammany Communion. 1 do not know who 
are members, perhaps many of your friends that you may 
know. One thing rest assured of, you have friends hero who 
will not rest until this City is as safe for you as Charleston, 
or any other of your So Carolina Cities. 

And if we gain the organization of the Hall, you will have 
the State. 



JPram FranJdin IL Elmore} o. o. 

Charleston Nov. 2^1842 
My Dear Sir I rec* by M' Clemson your letter of the 18** 
Oct. and to day that of the 29 by mail covering one to Hon 
R B Ilhett. M' Rhett has not yet reached here but is looked 
for [on] every boat. His Brother Alb Rhett is with me and 
has your letter to give his Brother as soon as he arrives — they 
will go from here to gether to Walterboro. 

We had some time ago formed a Sort of Committee for 
Consultation as regards the Presidential election and I was 
put at the head of it. It consists of Messrs Fuiman, Jas J 
Ilhett, Boyce, Connor, Gouixiin and Trenholm. We had 
taken in several respects the same views you have suggested 
and been acting accordingly. Connor operates in No Carolina 
and Tennessee, Furman, (Cashier of the B*^ of the State) is a 
nephew of Gov. McDonald of Georgia and we approach him in 
that way. I have been corresponding in Alabama with Gov. 
Fitzpatrick my Brother in Law and with Lewis and others. 
Since I rec* yours of the 18 Oct. I have written to Fitzpatrick, 
Gov Yell of Arkansas and to Richardson to induce a denun- 
ciation of the Tariff in their messages and have procured 
an excellent letter from M' Funnan to Gov M" Donald, in 
which [he] urges the Gov. as his sits first of the Southern 

1 Franklin IT. Elmore (1799-1860), Member of Congrcm from 1836 to 1889 and president of 
ibo lUink of the RUito of South Carolina from 1839 to 1860, wnii one of Calhoun'fi prlndpal 
poliUcal BUpporten. See O'Ncall, Bench and Bar of South Carolina, U, 86. 
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Legislatures, to take the honor of a bold decided and 
manly lead on the subject. We have not heard from either 
yet, but I have the strongest hopes that such action may be 
induced as will by its union and vigor produce a most whole- 
some effect. In niy lettoi*s to our friends I have endeavoured 
also to impress them with the importance of an early nomina- 
tion in all the Southern States. Virginia is a most important 
point As I returned from it &c in Sep I saw Judge John 
Y. Mason. He said he had no doubt a majority both of the 
party at large and of the members representing it in their 
Legislature were decidedly for you, but he thought it doubt- 
ful if any nomination would be had in the present state of 
things this winter — the main and almost only obsttU3le how- 
ever was in Ritchie, who was wedded to Stevenson and had 
a hope of his being run with M' V B if he could get the 
nomination. If that hope was killed he thought all portions 
of the Party in Va. could be brought to give their adhesion 
at once to your nomination. His opinions were confirmatory 
of what I had gathered from other sources; and it struck me 
that it was our true policy to bnng all the Southern States in 
Solid Column to bear on Va. and thus to carry her as early 
as possible into line. If Georgia will lead off and Alabama, 
Mississipp, No Ca and So. Ca. follow, I do not see how Va. 
can resist. No hope will remain to M' V B of a Southern 
support and without it he could not hope to succeed unless he 
looks for a Whig support. My opinion from what I saw and 
heard in N. York and have since learned, is that such a com- 
bined action from all these States would give your friends the 
ascendancy in a large part if not over tlie whole State. Tlie 
Tariff is crushing N. Y. They say that Boston by her 11 
Itoads has concentrated the market for domestic goods there 
and by the Tariff cut off the foreign trade from N. York — 
thus giving her two stabs in the vitals — and that M' V. B's 
friends have temporized and sacrificed them and are not to be 
relied on — they want a more unyielding leader and look to 
you to break down the System. With a good strong lead 
from the South, they would gladly fall in. M' Sumter has 
just come in from N. Y. and tells me your prospects have 
^' improved very much since I came away. Of all the Demo- 
crats who voted for the Tariff ori^ alone^ a M' Davis, has been 
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able to get a renomination. Floyd Gen'. Ward, John V Buren/ 
and the rest are laid aside and Free tmde men in their places. 

While on N. York, I will say a few things which may be 
important. There is a great desire there to know more of ^ 
you — a short sketchy account of your life and services is much 
desired. Your speeches are inquired after, and most of all 
youi'self. They wish to see and talk with you and hear you 
speak. These wishes cannot be resisted. They must all be 
gratified and as to the two former the earlier the better. As 
to the last I have my doubts if the proper time has yet come, 
but I am clear that it is coming and cannot be long delayed 
without injury to your cause. 

M'. Sumter says you trust too nmch to M' J. A. Scoville 
of that City — that you wrote him some time ago a very long 
letter and that he showed it f reely-7-that he is not a man of 
weight &c &c I saw a letter of Scoville. I thought him a 
keen shrewd man and quite up to N. Y. politics, but I did not 
know how far exactly to trust him or to estimate his strength, 
therefore all I can do is to warn you as I rec** the warning. 

On the subject of the V. P'y. It seems to me that we can- 
not without disadvantage, make a nomination — but while we 
deal gently with Wright and Buchanan, we should as an act 
of common justice give M'. Woodbury the praise you claim 
for him. The last debate on the Tariff, the running discus- 
sion I refer to, was certainly a most interesting one and his 
course and remarks, manly and statesmanlike. M' Stuart has 
just 'returned to his post and will I think if he can get that 
debate, review it and render to M' Woodbury his due. He 
will not forget him at any rate. 

I am very often asked if you intend to resign your seat this 
winter. M** lihett told me at Washington that you had 
thought of it, but had been induced to withhold a final deci- 
sion for a time. I presume it is your intention to return to 
Washington for the coming Session. I think you are right 
in doing so. Much will be done this winter of which you 
should be at once informed. Questions will come up on 
which your opinions will be inquired after and which you can 
best develope in your place. Your friends have not yet taken 
form and organization enough and the next Session ought not 
to pass without some arrangement of party and operations. 
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Wo may get into great confusion without some Central and 
common place of information from whence wo may know 
what our friends are at and how each can act to the best 
advantage. But should you resign, as I take it you must if 
the nominations of any of the Ijogislatures put you in the 
field, when will it be best to do it? If you at once leave the 
Senate it may be said you have done so to avoid the issues 
which may be tendered on important questions. But if you 
resigned in consequence of these nominations, to take effect 
after the 4 March next, stating as a reason for remaining 
during the next Session, the pendency of these very questions, 
and your unwillingness to evade or to appear to evade the 
responsibility of fairly meeting them, that no exception could 
be taken to that course. By so doing one good effect would 
probably result at home, that is the election at this Session of 
rJtwo Senators in a more quiet way than would be likely to 
^ occur at a future time, when only one at a time w'* be chosen. 

I will with great pleasure attend to any letters that may 
come from any of your friends at your instance and M' Thur- 
ston of Maine will be duly answered if he favor me with any 
letters. 

M" Boyce is now in Alabama, and I desired him if possible 
to see Lewis and Fitzpatrick and to urge pei*sonally on them, 
the policy and importance of a nomination at an early day in 
Alabama. I also had a letter from M'. B. Boykin of Mobile 
informing me that y' friends had started a new paper there to 
'advocate your election requesting my advice as to its course. 
To this I replied conformably to your views and those we 
hold here. 

I have a Brother W™. A Elmore, a young man of vigor 
and talent in N. Orleans who is disposed to enter warmly into 
this matter. He tells me you have no organ in La. but many 
/very many warm friends. They have determined to start a 
paper and he writes to request me to find a suitable Editor. 
I had thought of M' Clapp, Ju'. of the Mercury, but as yet 
nothing is done. Who could you suggci»t'if My Brother asks 
after Cralle. Can you tell me any thing of him? 

I wish you would put my two Brottiei*s J. A. Elmore of 
Montgomery Alabama and W"*. A. Elmore of N, O. on your 
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list for occasional notices. They are both your warm friends 
and have talents to be useful. 

I have written in great haste and trust you will excuse the 
desultory manner in which I have treated these matters. 
I am very truly Yours 

F. H. Elmoue 



Fr<yin FiizmUAara Byrdaall} o. o. 

New York Nov' 6*^ 1842 

Dear Sir, Your amply satisfactory letter of the 20"* ult. 
has been duly rec"* and I have taken such measures without 
departing from the rule you have adopted of not appearing 
in the public papers in cases of misrepresentation, that when- 
ever you are again misrepresented as regards free suffrage, 
the democratic papers of this City will at once take up the 
gauntlet in your vindication. 

The Editor of the Democratic Guide has promised to do 
you justice in his next publication. He has about 2,000 sub- 
scribers but his next number will not appear until the first of 
Jan^ because he is making it a quarterly instead of a monthly 
publication. He assures me that he will in the mean time, 
upon all occasions when you are spoken of in his presence, 
correct the misstatement he has made. This promise was 
made voluntarily. 

I rejoice that you have put in my hands the proof which 
was wanted and which no man here can use with more advan- 
tage than myself. Your Vote in 1808 is an irresistible fact 
It shews that you were at that period what "Now Yorks 
favorite son" was rvot in 1821. It is a glorious democratic 
fact in your favor. 

After I last wrote you, an article appeared iti the Morning 
Post of this city from a "South Carolinian", vindicating the 
constitution of S** C* from the property qualification clause, 
and you from having said that you thanked God it existed in 
your state. 

I shall put in the P. O. with this, the n"* of the Democratic 

> FiUwilllam Byrdsall, author of a JHatorff qf the Loeo-tbco or Equal SighU Party ^ was 
prominent among the most literally democratic membeiB of the Democratic party in 
New York City. 



^ 



y 



( 



862 AKEBIOAN HI8TOBI0AL ASSOCIATION. 

Guide containing the imputation against you. The article is 
towards the end, "Rumors, Rumors.'' 

I send you also the morning Post of Saturday last contain- 
ing two articles in relation to yourself. You will see that the 
"Free trade Association" founded by me is in progress. I 
have thought it best to make a mechanic the president and se- 
lected M' Commerford for that station. We are fdt politi- 
cally already. Many of your friends have lately joined us — 
Hutton, Hart, Scovill, Thompson, Godwin, and many others. 
It is decidedly the most effective movement yet made in this 
city in favor of the constitutional principles of which you arc 
the leading advocate. It is prognosticated by many that the 
Association will become a Free tmde party. 

I regret that my business compels me to be absent from this 
city three or four months. I shall be in Tuscaloosa Al* dur- 
ing Dec" Jan^ Feb^ and March. But I calculate that after I 
return to the City, I shall go into the political Campaign in 
prospect, and devote myself exclusively to the service untill the 
close of the contest. The Very existence of democratic con- 
stitutional government is involved in the struggle and I can- 
not think of my private interest when there is a matter of such 
magnitude before my eyes. All humanity is interested in it, 
as well as the Millions of this land. 

With greatest esteem Yours &c 

F. Byrdsall 



From Francis W, Pickens. o. o. 

Edgewood, 8 Nov. 1842, 

Mr DEAR Sir I rec** youi-s last night, and deeply regret 
the intense excitement which you appear to feel. I have, seen 
too much of public matters not to know what you are looking 
foi'ward to. By all the ties of friendship and relationship I 
entreat you to reflect cooly and solemnly upon the steps you 
may take in the next year. It may be that Mr. V. B's success 
may be as fatal as you anticipate, but the great difficulty with 
us is to get any very large portion of the Republican paiiy 
to believe it at present. We shall be compeled to wait 
developements that the country can see and understand. 1 
agree with you as to the Tariff and its results, and if I know 
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my hcaH I would appeal to arms and the God of battles sooner 
than acquiesce permanently under its principles. But we 
must wait and try every treasonable remedy for a few years 
before we can get any large portion of the country to sustain 
the highest measures of redress. Besides it must be a series 
of measures shewing a fixed and certain policy in Government 
that will produce a general feeling in favor of the ultimate / 
resort. If you make an open rupture from the great mass of 1/ 
' the llcpublic4in party it will place you in a critical position at 
your period of life, and if it be done about the time that a 
Convention should nouiinate V. B. (if it should do so which I 
cannot believe yet) it will place you under such circumstances 
that the world will believe it was from disappointment &c, 
and thus weaken your power. However honest and patriotic 
your motives may be it will be hard to make mankind believe 
it. But let us acquiesce as long as possible, and when we 
do make a rupture let it be upon developements made and 
issues tendered such as the public can understand, and not by 
anticipation of consequences in advance which, however 
clear they may be cannot be made so to others who will be 
called on to sustain us. But I hope there will be no neces- 
sity for such a rupture as you indicate in yours. If you 
have the strength .that I think you have,' particularly in the ^ 
Southern States, let these states move decidedly this Win- 
ter and place you foi'ward upon the highest and strongest 
grounds. I have as far as I am concerned, written to that elEFect, 
and if Ala., Miss., Geo., N. Ca. and So. Ca. move with spirit 
and union I do sincerely think it will produce your nomination 
by the Convention. I hope so — ^but we must wait events. I 
am no flatterer particularly to a friend in whom I feel such 
deep interest as I do in you and your fame* Now suppose 
you make a rupture and throw yourself upon a seperate posi- 
tion, let us for a moment look at the circumstances with which 
you are surrounded. It will not be like it was in 1832 and 33. 
Then you were in the pride and glory of full manhood, and 
had as gallant and as glorious [a] band of friends devoted to / 
you as ever man had. You had the abrupt and coarse tyranny i/ 
of Jackson to contend with which gave you the sympathy 
of many brave men. But how is it now? You are at a dilEfer- 
ent period of your life. Men who may rally under your 
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standard cannot look forward for you to bear it 10 years from 
now. Events have not yet occui*rcd to rouse the public mind, 
except agst the Whigs and their measures. And where are 
your men — who are your friends ? M**Duffie (although honest) 
is broken down, and will be a splendid failure as soon as ho 

gets into the Senate. Hayne is dead Hunter is 

a pure and intellectual man, but has no action or influence in 
Va, Lewis is energetic and talented, but is carried off by an 
impulse and sees only one subject and one point at a time, and 
besides he is too fat to be very active. These are all talented 
and useful friends in their present position, but are they such 
and enough to carry you through a great change or rather a 
great issue at the present time of your life? If you say so 
and are determined on it I will go into battle and draw the 
sword by your side, but in my judgement it is not yet the 
time to strike. If it is so decreed (but I do not think so yet) 
let others come into power, and if they go wrong, as you say 
they will, then we can have as disinterested and as talented 
an opposition as ever went into battle — we will then stand 
before the country in such a position as to command a candid 
and patriotic bearing, and I will pledge my life and my all to 
the cause; and if we then fail to succeed in controlling and 
modifying the measures of Gov: we can look to the ultimate 
resort. I hope you will pardon the liberty I take in writing 
you thus freely. I am prompted to it by the deep interest I 
take in your happiness — your fame, and your power. 

In the mean time I do hope that your friends will move in 
the Southern Legislatures this Winter, and when we get to 
Washington we can see the whole ground and know what is 
to be done. We must make Free Tiude the basis of all con- 
cert in action of any kind. I am for driving all who are for 
a Tariff of protection out of our ranks entirely. The piece 
you sent me from the Argus was sent me in the paper itself 
and marked. I took the same view you did and enclosed it to 
Ritchie, and now intend to demand from him a denunciation 
of it as necessary to keep us together. I shall make it the 
basis of a letter to him. 

Present me affectionately to Anna and Cousin Floride. 

Yours very truly and sincerely 

F. W. Pickens. 
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From H. M. T. Hunter. o. o. 

Loyds Essex V* June 16"* [1843]. 

My dear Sir I have just received letters from Wood- 
bury and others in New England. I wrote to Woodbury 
before the meeting of the N Hampshire Convention to beg 
him to go to it and take an active part for you. I said that 
the nomination of V B by that convention would be consid- 
ered as a fatal blow to him and whatever might be the pro- 
fessions of those who made the movement such would be their 
design. But for him the Convention would have nominated 
y B — as it was they luade no nomination, and recommended 
May 1844 and a district representation. Under the circum- 
stances this was a great victory. We shall carry the Demo- 
cratic party of New England. Our friends are in high spirits. 
Col®. Brodhead has sent $400 to the Spectator, the Charleston 
Committee $500, and D". Brodhead a poor clerk in Washing- 
ton loaned it $350. For the present and for a short time it 
is out of danger. 

Our friends in N England are about to organise. I am 
writing to our friends wherever I can rely upon them to beg 
them to get up an organisation by Congressional districts. 
If we have (as we shall have) a district representation this 
organisation is essential as a preliminary step and indeed 
through this organisation we can force a district representa- 
tion. Suppose we were to invite an election of delegates by 
the party at the polb, assimilating the mode to that of the 
Congressional election, and that our strong men in each dis- 
trict would take the stump for you and rally the people to the 
polls. V Bs friends would bo obliged to go in. He would 
certainly be beaten if he did not, he would probably be beaten 
if he did. I am doing my best to get up such an organisation 
and especially in V*. We will beat down Ritchie's influence 
in that way if he resists us. 

By the way Greenhow is about to establish a Calhoun paper 
in Petersburg, llitchio has so many well wishers amongst 
our own friends that wo thought it most prudent to avoid the 
odor of opposition to the Enquirer and to hang upon his flanks 
until he opened himself so as to justify an attack upon his 

HIST 99 — VOL II 55 
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centre. If the paper is sustained it will ultimately move to 
Richmond unless M** llitchic should take a satisfactory course. 
I had enteilained some liopes of Youn^' at one time and htul 
written three weeks ago to friends in New York to ascertain 
his true position. For reply I received a papei' in wliich he 
publishes his preference to V B to silence there recent rumors. 
He is more of a N Y politician timn V li iumself and our friends 
in Poughkeepsie made a mistake in endeavouring to identify 
him with our cause. He is one of those enemy-friends of V 
B, who are the most subtle of all politicians and win both 
office and hate from him without being grateful for the former 
or caring a rush for the latter. Davis* (Jack Downing) is now 
making a tour in western N Y and promises to give me the 
result of his observations upon his return. But it is hard to 
make a lodgment in that state. The keys of office would be 
more potent there at present than those to St Peters gate. I 
wish we had Van Ness in the Custom House. But I hear 
nothing -more of that for the present. I have a great many 
lettei*s still to write. 

Most truly Your friend 

11 M T HUNTEK. 

P. S I have just received your letter of 3** June for which 
I am much obliged to you. I have not time now to answer it 
but will write by the next mail. 



JFrorn Aaldtd Smiths o. o. 

The following is communicated to Mr. Calhoun, confiden- 
tially. Extract from a note of the Hon. Ashbel Smith, Charge 
d'Affaires of Texas at London and Paris, to Hon. Anson 
Jones, Secretary of State of Texas, dated Legation of Texas, 
Paris, July 31st, 1843. 

'* Previously to leaving London, 1 had a long interview, on 
the 20*'' inst., with the Earl of Aberdeen, Sec'y for the 

> Sftmud Young, aocrotary of the Stato of New York. 

< CliurlcM AiigUMtiui DuvIh, who wn)Us Hoinu of thu iimiiy liiiUutioiiM uiiil coiiliiiimiioiiM 
of thu " liCtton of Major Jack Downing." 

•Tho piipor from which this extract 1h given bcura no Hignaturc, but Ih on(l4>r>KMl "Com- 
municated by tho Toxan Ministers to Mr. Calhoun." Dr. Ashbel Smith (lb06-1HS(i). Kur- 
geon-general of the Bepublio of Texas, was at various timcM Texiui minister to the United 
States, Great Britain, France, and Spain, and was Secretary of State under Tresidunt 
AnsQn Jones in 1^44 and 184(>, 
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Foreign Department, concerning the affaii-s of Texas. I 
think it proper here to state tliat I had reason to be pleased 
with the full and frank manner in which his Lordship dis- 
cussed the affaira in question. As a matter of course he 
treated the subject mainly and almost exclusively in reference 
to British policy and interests. Some time before this inter- 
view with Lord Aberdeen, M' S. P. Andrews, whom I have 
mentioned in former despatches as being in London, on an 
abolition mission, requested me to present him to M' Adding- 
ton. After some reflection, I consented to do so — the intro- 
duction being in no degree official as I stated to M*^ Adding- 
ton, and as this course put me fairly in possession of the 
abolition schemes, which had already been presented to the 
British Government. On this occasion I expressed my utter 
dissent from and opposition to all operations then carrying on 
in Ix)ndon, having for their object the abolition of slavery in 
Texas. In my interview with I>ord Aberdeen on the 20*** 
inst., I stated that M' Andrews^ coming to London about 
abolition was his individual act, wholly unauthorised by the 
Government or citizens of Texas — that though there might be 
some individuals in our country disposed to abolish slavery, 
I had no reason •to believe they were numerous; but on the 
contrary that I had reason to think no disposition to agitate 
the subject existed either on the part of the Government or 
any respectable portion of the citizens of Texas. I also stated 
to Lord Aberdeen that I was informed representations would 
be sent out to Texas, based on statements made by membei*s 
of the Antislavery convention, who had called on his Lord- 
ship touching this matter, to the effect that Her Majesty ^s 
Government would afford in some way the means for reim'- 
bursing or compensating the slaveholders, provided slavery 
were abolished in our country. I enquired what grounds 
there was for these assertions. His Lordship replied in effect: 
That it is the well known policy and wish of the British Gov- 
ernment to abolish slavery everywhere — that its abolition in 
Texas is deemed ver}' desirable, and he spoke to the point at 
some little length, as connected with British policy and Brit- 
ish interests and in reference to the United States. He added 
that there was no disposition on the part of the British Gov- 
ernment to interfere improperly on this subject, and that they 
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ivould not give the Texian Gov* cause to complain. He was 
not prepared to say whether the British Gov* would consent 
hereafter to make such compensation to Texas as would 
enable the slave-holders to abolish slavery. The object is 
deemed so important, perhaps they might, though be would 
not say certainly. 

^^Lord Aberdeen also sttited that despatches had been re- 
cently sent to M*" Doyle, the British Charg6 d'Affaires at Mex- 
ico, instructing him to renew the tender of British mediation 
Inised on the abolition of Slavery in Texas and declaring that 
Abolition would be a great moral triumph for Mexico. Your 
Department will not fail to remark that this despatch to M' 
Doyle appeal's to introduce a new and important condition 
into mediation. 

"The British Gov* greatly desire the abolition of slavery in 
Texas, as a part of their general policy in reference to their 
colonial and commercial interests, and mainly in reference to 
its future influence on slavery in the United States.'' 



From Edvmrd J, Black, * c. o. 

Barnwell Dt. S. Carolina, fecpt' !•* 1843. 
M DEAR Sir, I would have written to you frequently 
before this, but I knew that you must be almost overwhelmed 
with correspondents of all sorts and descriptions. Do not 
believe, however, that my silence is indioitive of forgetful- 
ness of youi*self individually, or of your [lolitiail interests. 
Far otherwise. After I returned from Wtishington I exerted 
myself to get as many of our friends from lower Georgia into 
the Convention as possible. I went, as a member, myself, 
and had the satisfaction to see our labours crowned with your 
nomination. The old cry of the triangular influence of Col- 
quett. Cooper, and myself was raised by a few Van B. men 
with the hope of defeating you before that body. Judge 
Kennan, Mr. Hunter, of Crawford Co. and a few other lead- 
ing men, but more especially Col. Cobb', of Clarks, one of our 

> Edward J. Black (1806-1846). a native of South Carolina, was M.C. from Georgia from 
1839 to 1841, and from 1842 to 1845. 

s Howell Cobb, M.C. 1843 to 18S3, Speaker 1849-1851, Secretary of the Treasury 1857-18G0, 
MaJor-GenenU C. S. A. 
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members elect to CongresH made cveiy effort to defeat you. 
For this opposition Cobb is mainly responsible, as he sus- 
tained and directed it. We laboured under some disadvan- 
tages in the Convention, neither Colquett or Cooper were 
members. Cooper was not present, and was a prominent 
candidate of a nomination for Gov*", and < olquett did not 
arrive in Milledgevillo until towards the last of our session. 
But notwithstanding these difficulties we turned out and 
measured our strength with these old Van B. advocates, and 
they soon found that your name, even if it had been turned 
loose in the Convention without a rider, would have run 
through, and distanced every competitor. I assure you all 
that we had to do was to fix things a little, and then to hold 
in our young men, who, if let alone would have been indis- 
creet in their ardour for you. After the nomination was 
made we succeeded, I think, in allaying the feelings of the 
great mass of our disappointed friends; and also succeeded in 
having the Geo. delegates to the Baltimore Convention spe- 
cifically i)istructed as to their votes, and that too without an 
alternative, that is, to vote for you and for no one else. Now if 
Mr. Cobb, who is a delegate, will not obey these instructions 
he must resign, and his place will be filled by the remain- 
der of the Delegation. I am very glad to see the Democracy 
succcding in their elections, and I am also glad to see that 
they are defeated in Tennessee. Of course I do not speak this 
publicly, but where I may say it with safety I do say it. It is 
well in my opinion that Dcmocnicy is temporarily defeated, 
just at this time, in Tennessee. It is to be hoped that it will 
operate as a sort of quieting dose to Blair, and Ritchie. It will 
also serve to shew to the American people that there are 
other spokes in the Democratic wheel besides the ** Old Ifero^\ 
If you remember I got a letter from M^ Boston, of Savannah, 
asking me to send the Globe to him if it was not vnfriendly 
to you, I sent the letter to Blai r and [Rives ?], and they replied, 
in answer to Boston, at some length, and with much warmth, 
protesting their absolute neutrality until after a nomination. 
And privately to me they made the same professions, and 
Blair declared to me that he would not be guilty of forgetting 
yov/r friends in the House who had helped him to the printing 
of the 26th Congress, in which I bore some part But that 
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as he was the Central organ of the whole jmrty he would sup- 
port only the nominee of the Convention. How widely they 
have departed from their written promise to Itoston, and their 
verbal promise to mo. If it would result in no injury to our 
friends I would procure their letter to M*". Boston, and pub- 
lish it with an accompanying explanatory article. Their 
letter is very full and explicit, and indulges in some feeling 
because they were suspected of being averse to your election. 
How strangely their present position would contitist with 
that letter. I look forward with some satisfaction to the 
casting of my vote next Winter for Printer, and I hope we 
shall have some friends in the House who will know how to 
reward merit. 

Will we have many aspirants for the Speakership? It is a 
most powerful and important office, and I, for one, am not 
disposed to give it a/voarj. Without meaning to jmy that a man 
would be justifiable to l)uy support with the ^mtronage of oflice, 
I am yet quite sure that whenever I have it in my power J 
shall so cast my vote, or patronage, if I have it, as to susUin 
those who sustain the principles upon which alone we must 
expect to succeed. 

I read your letter to Gale and Seaton,' and it is just such a 
letter as you should have writti^i; it has and will increase the 
confidence of Thousands in you. Your friends in Georgia 
regard it with the utmost satisfaction. We are in great hope 
of beating Geo Crawford in Georgia, and if we succeed in 
keeping the Democracy together I think there can be no dou]>t 
of his signal defeat. 

My dear Sir, I shall be at Washington this AVinter, and if 
I can serve you there in any way I hope you will not hesitate 
to call on me for my services. I propose to take some part 
in the action of the House and party during our session, and 
would not only be happy to render you any aid in my power, 
but to receive such suggestions as to our course and move- 
ments as your ability and ex[)erience entitle and enable you to 
give. I do not mean to impose any unnecessary additional 
burden of correspondence on you, but to signify my desire 
to sustain my portion of the struggle that is before us. 

■Letter to the editors of the National Intelligencer, July 28, 184S. See Nilcs's Register, 
UUY. 883. 
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My family arc in this District, spending their Summer at a 
healthy spot, where we have the benefit of a School, and where 
I am occasionally with them. 

I am, my dear Sir, with great respect, Your's very Truly, 

Edward J. Black. 



From Duff Greeiu c. c. 

London 2'** Sept. 1843 

Dear Sir 1 have seen M' Goulbourn the present Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and Lord Palmerston since I last wrote to 
you, and conversed with them both on the subject of Ameri- 
can affaii*8, especially on the subject of the tariff, the Oregon 
and Texas questions. J have seen other influential men of the 
Whig party who are prepared to rally against ministers on 
the question of slave grown produce, and especially on their 
policy of interfering with the question of slavery in foreign 
states. 

I enclose you the Anti Slavery Reporter, the organ [of] the 
Anti slavery Committee and would call your attention to the 
speeches of Lord Brougham and Lord Aberdeen on the sub- 
ject of Texas and the speeches of Sir Rob*. Peel on Lord 
Brougham's slavery suppression bill as well as to the comment 
of the Editor, and the Speech of M' Bright. The latter is a 
quaker and his speech shows that a reaction has begun here. 
The Anti slavery party are losing their influence and if our 
Gov*, can be induced to take strong ground on the question of 
Texas, the free trade party here will rally for us against the 
fanatics and the Whigs will make the refusal of ministers to 
meet the proposition of our Government a matter of serious 
assaults. 

I was most strongly advised to bring out an extract from 
your letter and also from a letter of M"" Upshur, that the 
people of England might know that you and he were in favor 
of an adjustment by treaty. It is believed that the effect will 
be to induce ministers to make the treaty or to so strengthen 
the popular sentment ag* them as to bring in the Whigs. 

I am satisfied that it will do service here and in the United 
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States. It will show that if all the questions between us be 
not satisfactorily adjusted, the fault is not with us. 

I hope that you will not disapprove of what I have done. I 
did it for the best and I am sure it will result in goo^. I am 
progressing with my arrangements and hope to conclude them 
. advantageously. I may get home in October, if not, in Nov'. 
Bennett of the New York Herald is hero. I have induced 
him to purchase all the Anti slavery documents, and have 
introduced him to influential parties here who have convinced 
him that the Anti Slavery movement has nearly run its course, 
and he goes home preimred to take strong gix)und with the 
south on the Tariff and on Abolition. His paper will coop- 
omte with us most cfliciently and your friends may command 
it to the fullest extent. 

I have seen your letter to the Ed. of the Intelligencer and 
as you say you are under obligation to them. 
Your friend 

Duff Green 



From F, If. Elmore. c. c. 

Charleston 4 Sep. 1843 
My Dear Sir I was prevented leaving the City (as I 
informed you I would in my last) by an attack of the prevailing 
influenza. I have therefore had some more time to push our 
measures here. The opportunity has not been lost. Since I 
wrote we have succeeded in inducing M'. Rhett to go to 
Washington with funds in hand and at his draft to put the 
Spectator into a daily if thought advisable and also, to make 
a movement for a jmper in New York. The Journal of Com- 
merce has been of late doing us some kind sei*vice — but we 
must have a good decided and able paper there if we can. 
Rhett left us last Wednesday. He was to stop a day or two in 
Virginia to see M' Seddon, Scott and other friends and mem- 
bers of the Ccntml Committee. Also to have an interview 
with Ritchie &c. He will probably bo by this time in Wash- 
ington. I had written to induce Gen^ Saunders, ^ Hunter, M*" 
Maxcy, M*^ Broadhead and such others as they might think 

> Romulus M. Saunders of North Carolina. 
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advisable to suiiimon, to meet at Washington and make all 
proper arrangements for a systematic and regular plan of oper- 
ations. Rhett had also written to Hunter. His plan adopted 
upon (>)nfercnce with our Committee of 15, is to fii*st put the 
Spectator going and if possi ble to get Hunter to take it, he prom - 
iaing to remain and with or without Hunter, aiding to edit it. 
He also will go to N York as soon as he can be spared to see if 
he cannot get a paper there. We have authorized him to say 
that we will raise $10,000 at least if our Northern friends will 
raise $6,000 — all of what they raise, they may use in their own 
quarter. I have no fear of getting $16,000 if our friends in 
the Country will do half as well as we are doing in the City. 
We have suffered not a little in our operations by the prevail- 
ing influenza. My attack and Alb Rhett's have both greatly 
impeded action. We would have had before now some one to 
visit Pickens, M^'Duflie, Hammond and others to get their aid, 
but sickness in the family of M' Simons our Secretary has 
stopped him. In a day or two we expect to get M' A H 
Brown off. He is a very warm friend of yours and will I hope 
visit you on his way. You will find him shrewd and sensible, 
but full of prejudices, — yet on the whole well suited to the 
mission. We propose to send him fii*st to Edgefield and thence 
to Abbeville, Pendleton, Chester, Fairfield, Sumter, Colum- 
bia Omngcburgh and home. Alb. Ilhett was taken sick on his 
way to Beaufort after his Brother and was able to do nothing 
in that direction. Georgetown we must reach in some other 
way. 

Our Correspondence is becoming more active, but still it is 
not what it ought to be. I cannot do a tithe of what is needed. 
I endeavor to keep up something in that way, but it is but 
indifferently done. We have lettei-s from your friends in 
Mobile and I think I will send you Campbells. A few days 
before I rec**. his, one from Jos. W LeSesne * (a son in law of 
D'. Coopers) was rec* by the Mercury asking much the same 
information that Campbell does. I wrote LeSesne — gave him 
a short history of our movements — let him understand the 
points in controversy with Ritchie and told him to keep his 
eye on that and he would easily understand what we should 
be going for. I also apprised him of Rhetts probable move- 

>8eo his letters, po9L 
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ment to Washington where I hoped some Centml or^nizatioii 
would be made and that he and our friends would know it if 
done. I also urged popular movements as widely as possible. 
Last winter they adjourned their Democmtic Convention till 
the coming December. I said that now was the time to have 
County meetings to ap^int Delegates — and one great move- 
ment should go off as a Leader with some strong exposition of 
our creed, resolutions declaring their preferences for the Presi- 
dency — District system,per Capita vote &c. 1 urged this as 
strongly as possible and inclosed the letter to Lewis with one 
to him insitfting that he should go immediately up to Mont- 
gomery and Autauga and see Gov. Fitzpatriek and M^ Belser 
and form their plan of opemtions and set immediately alK>ut 
its execution. I have stimulated Gen* Saunders as nmch as 
1 can. 

I have waited anxiously to hear from you since Af. Ritchies 
paper of the 22"'* Aug. noticing '*A member of the Conven- 
tion". I have pi*epared a short reply to his questions, but I 
will not put it in print for a day or two, waiting to hear from 
you. I hope you will not hesitate as soon as anything appears 
in his paper requiring it, to let us have your views without 
waiting for us. You can see the coui*se so much more clearly 
than we here who have so limited a scope of the field, that we 
would in all important moves mther greatly have your opin- 
ions before acting. 

I hope to day to hear from Rhett — if I do I will put in a 
postscript to let you know what he sa^'s at Richmond. Would 
it not be well for you to drop your friend Greenhow of the 
Petersburgh Republican a word of advice. He is too rough — 
too hasty — too unguarded. M'. Ritchie gets greatly the better 
of him by his temper. . . . 

Very Truly youra F. H. Elmore 



From Lemuel WiUiama.^ c. o. 

Boston, Sept*" G'»* 1843. 
Dear Sir Your letter of the 6'** inst was duly received. 
If my anticipations regarding the movements of President 

> Lemael WilUami, a daannate of Calhoan's friend Vlr^l Maxcy (Rhode Island Col- 
lege, 18M), was collector of the port of Boston from 1842 to 1845. He died in 1809. 
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Tyler had been realized fully, and your friends had been 
placed, at an earlier period, in situations of influence, we 
should have elected all the Delegates to the Baltimore conven- 
tion from Maine (excepting two) friendly to you. But our 
opponents have had the advantage of party organization and 
will or have carried all the delegates excepting four; while I 
am asisured, upon the beat authority ^ that a decided majority 
of the Democratic party in Maine are favorable to you, 
including the most acti veand intelligent. The power of calling 
the conventions in the sevci*al states and counties lies with the 
committees who were appointed under the old regime and are 
in the interests of Van Buren. Knowing the rapid progress 
your cause is making, they appointed meetings to be held at 
an early day and in that way have been successful; when if 
they had delayed calling there meetings until next Spring 
success would in almost every instance have been with you. 
Not content even with these proceedings, but fearing the 
effect which the developement of public opinion may have upon 
their own delegates, they have resorted to the expedient of in- 
structing them to vote for Van Buren, thus violating a great 
principle adopted in fixing upon May mther than November for 
the time of holding the Baltimore convention. The reason for 
preferring Maj*^ to November undoubtedly was that the later 
period would better enable the convention to judge with pre- 
cision as to who was the most available candidate. By choos- 
ing delegates in August or September we lose the advantage 
of acting upon the information that we should be furnished 
with, from developemcnts that will assuredly take place dur- 
ing the next session of Congress. The time between this and 
next Mav was intended for the benefit of observation and 
deliberation. These objects are lost by an early choice of 
delegates, bound too, by instructions. Our State convention 
is to be held at Worcester on the 13'** inst: The contest is 
going on with great activity and no little virulence. I shall 
send you a few papers by which you will see that some of the 
towns are instructing their delegates to nominate Van Buren 
and others are instructing to keep the question of the Presi- 
dency an open oi\e. Gov. Morton ^ throws all the weight of 

1 Marcus Morton, governor of Maamchusctts 1840-1841, 1848-1844. 
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his influenco in favor of instructing the delegates to nominate 
Van Buron. Had ho been friendly to you his position was 
such that with the aid of his influence we could liave pro- 
cured your nomination in Massachusetts, which would have 
powerfully influenced the action of the other New England 
States. As it is we shall nearly equal our opponents in con- 
vention and we expect to defeat the plan of nominating Van 
Buren. I do not expect the convention will amount to more 
than about four-hundred members. We have elected 60 of 
the delegates from Boston favorable to you to 12 Van Buren. 
About the same proportion in Elssex. 10 to 2 in Salem. 
Eight in Charlestown beside many other towns f avoidably heard 
from. One thing is certain — if the convention nominate Van 
Buren Mortons vote will fall greatly short of what it was last 
year. We shall gain then in any event. If Van Buren is 
brought forwai*d (as he assuredly will be) and fails of a nomi- 
nation it will be evidence of his unpopularity. If nominated 
and Mortons vote is greatly diminished the same inference 
will follow. The meeting in the Park has come off gloriously. 
Your cause is certainly looking up at the North. A week 
since I thought the nomination of Van Buren certain. Now 
I think your chance of a nomination is best. Your friends 
here are deteimined if Van Buren should receive the nomina- 
tion to run you on an independent ticket. Your friend 
Brownson thinks that we should have Whig votes enough to 
carry Massachusetts, Maine and New York and other North- 
ern states which would follow the example of Massachusetts. 
I do not wish you to make any reply to this part of my letter 
whatever your sentiments may be. Your opponents are mak- 
ing a good deal out of your supposed sentiments on the Rhode 
Island question. I should be glad to receive a statement from 
you on that head which I may show to some of our Democratic 
friends from that state. I was requested to day to procure 
one from you but not for publication or even to be copied. 
One other ground of objection is used with great effect by the 
Van-buren party which is this; that if you were elected Presi- 
dent, your political friends would have nothing to look for, 
but the Whigs be suffered to retain the offices obtained by 
thrusting out the Democmts. The Eastern Argus has been 
very busy of lat§ in propagating this notion. Now as M*^ Van 
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Buren has always acted upon the policy of rewarding his 
friends, and M^ Clay has recently declared that he shall take 
care of his J^rienchy some are deterred from adopting your 
cause from an opinion that if you are successful they would 
fare worse than tho' friends of cither of the other successful 
csmdidatcs. Such motives will always operate on the selfish 
part of mankind who are but too numerous. 

If the Southern politicians know, as Iknowy that one of the 
most objectionable means made use of by the Van Buren men 
here against you is your adherence to the domestic institu- 
tions of the South t/iei/ woxdd never co7ise7it to aiandon your 
caitse in any event But more of this at some future period. 

In relation to the Vice-Presidency it seems that Woodbury 
will not be able to carry his own State and cannot of course, 
bring the least aid to your cause. Should Van Burens friends 
hereafter conclude not to press his claims, or faling to procure 
his nomination, withdraw his natfie, it seems to me that Silas 
Wright's name on your ticket as Vice President would give 
it more strength than any other. If Van Buren should not 
be withdrawn your friends would have to choose between 
Cass and Buchanan. Would either of them consent to be run 
as Vice President? 

I learn from intelligent gentlemen from the West that Cass 
has lost ground in that quarter by his controversy with Web- 
ster. Col. Johnson is expected here on his Northern tour 
and the friends of Van Buren here, and in N. Hampshire are 
making extensive prepai*ations to receive him. Their object 
is to pursuade him to run with Van Buren for the Vice Pres- 
idency. Should they succeed it would greatly increase Van 
Burens chances. Some think that Johnsons demonstrations 
are for the purpose only of making capital for the Vice Pres- 
idency, while others who pretend to be well informed say 
that he will not run for the Vice Presidency and that he cal- 
culated to go into the convention for the presidency with the 
strength of ten states on the Oregon question. Are you cor- 
rectly informed as to Johnsons views? 

Sep 8 

Since writing the above I have seen a gentleman who 
informs me that he has, within a few days, seen a letter from 
Col Johnson stating that he will not in any event be considered 
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a candidate for the Vice Presidency. This is good riewSy and 
in my opinion seals the fate of Van Buren. He must be 
defeated by a large majority in the iirst vote taken in the Con- 
vention. 1 was also informed yesterday from a source on 
which 1 can rely that four of the delegates to the Baltimore 
Convention chosen from Vermont are friendly to you. This 
we do not want known openly, as we should have to fear that 
they might be instructed advei-sely. The news from the Syra- 
cuse Convention received this morning has surprised us, but 
agreeably. I have seen many shrewd politicians to-day, among 
othei*s Gov. Hill,^ and they, one and all, consider the fact that 
the Convention have chosen the Delegates to Baltimore as 
decidedly injurious^ nay ruinous to the prospects of Van 
Buren. It seems that he is afraid to trust tlve people. Your 
friends in that State will now rally and make choice of dele- 
gates by Districts. We hope the partizans of Van will 

try the same thing here, whether successful or not. I have 
heard it whispered that they intend to do so. Van Buren's 
friend Vanderpool was here, a few days since, endeavoring to 
buy up your friends. He was libeml, I am told, in his oflfers, 
promising to one the post office if he should succeed, and to 
my partner his former post of Naval officer, &c. 

I have just received a letter from our friend Maxcy which 
as it is interesting I will send you a copy next week. I am 
going to [Baltimore?] next week for the purpose of trying an 
important case there. I hope on my return to find a letter 
from you. 

With sincere regard Yr friend 

L. Williams 



Froia 8. A. Lawrence. o. o. 

New York Vd''^ September 1843. 

Dear Sir: The meeting held here on Monday week, was 

hastily, if not inconsidemtely, got up; and neither shows the 

chamcter, nor number of persons friendly to your election, 

since many of the most respectable and influential were not 

1 Presumably Isaac Hill, of "Kitcheu Cabinet" fumu, governor of New Uampshiru 
from 1886 to 1839. 
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apprised of the meeting in time. I was called upon on Sun- 
day^ and invited to serve as an Officer of a Meeting to be held 
the next day I without having seen the call, or names of the 
Officei*s, or order of business and Resolutions; and of course 
declined — shaving long since laid it down as a rule, to under- 
stand hefore-hand^ the principles, and contemplated proceed- 
ings, of political meetings, previous to sanctioning the same 
with my name. 

The Chairman waited upon me the next day, and explained 
the manner of getting it up &c. I encouraged the effort, and 
suggested, for future operations, the District plan of calling 
meetings in this City. I also urged upon him — and now pray 
leave to present to your consideration — the necessity and im- 
portance of establishing in this City, a Democratic paper, 
friendly to your Election. It would, as I observed to him, 
do more good, than forty mass meetings! and recommended 
prompt and strong exertions for its establishment, which I 
think will be made with success. An issue of 2000 daily pa- 
pers at Two Cents each, will be required to defray the expense, 
and sustain such a journal. 1000 can be circulated in this City 
and State, and subscriptions ar6 now being obtained; for the 
l>alancc foreign aid must be solicited, and can unquestionably 
be procured. Perhaps the most ready and easy mode of ac- 
complishing it, is by furnishing the names of one or more 
prominent, influential friends in each State, who should be 
apprised of the importance of the enterprise (by a Central 
Committee of one or more members from each State, to be 
organized for the general purposes of furthering your Elec- 
tion) and invited to aid in its Circulation not only, but also to 
furnish Articles and Communications; and, if it can be so ar- 
ranged, that a given number of papers shall be guaranteed to 
bo circulated in each State, there would be little or no delay 
in its publication. The Plebian is the only Democratic morn- 
ing paper published in this City, and speaks for itself I 

A strong Democratic morning paper, denominated the 
** United States Advocate," or some other appropriate name 
conducted by an able Editor, of great respectability, probity, 
and a high order of talent, advocating the union and doctrine 
of Free Ti*ade and sailors rights, is required in this City; and, 
in my opinion, would succeed, and yield a fair profit to the 
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proprietor; and most assuredly, it would carry a very great 
political influence and weight in your favor. It would un- 
questionably be the most useful and powei*f ul engine, that can 
be brought to bear upon the enemy, if worked adroitly upon 
the high pressure system, and the steam kept up, by editorial 
articles, communications, extracts from other papera, from 
your pamphlet, remarks upon your patriotic conduct towards 
the Van Buren administration, in sacrificing private opinions 
and prejudices of the man and with a single eye for the public 
good, throwing yourself in the gap, and thereby saving his 
administmtion from dissolution, and preserving the union and 
integi'ity of the Democratic party, shewing up his ingmtitude 
in becoming your Competitor under such circumstances, his 
deception and want of honesty in professing to approve the 
one term doctrine, and, at .the same time, offer himself for a 
second term I But, in his case, I am not surprised at any of 
these things; for I have marked his entire political career. 
He, not having had the benefit of a Classical Education, and 
all his time having been occupied in the practice of law, and 
the turmoil of politics, has had little or no time for Reading 
or improvement, which has always opemted much against 
him: — but he early acquired the chaiucter of an artful, cun- 
ning, selfish politician, which he still retains. And these quali- 
fications, with fugitive political principles, and much good 
luck, has raised him to the high political position he now 
holds, and nothing due! What great or good act, has he over 
performed for this State, or the United States? If any, I am 
ignorant of it. 

The Irish vote in this City is very large; and a member of 
their fraternity, observed to me a few days ago, that M^. Van 
Buren would not get 800 of these votes in this City and 
County I At the Syracuse Convention his friends had a major- 
ity, and as you'll observe have rejected the District plan, and 
adopted the old Anti-republican system of choosing delegates. 
The proceedings of the Convention are irregular; and they, in 
appointing Electora, have exceeded their powers; and niany 
membei*s were received witJu)ut OredentidU! Four of our del- 
egates ^y?^^, and have called, or will shortly call a Meeting 
of our Citizens friendly to the District System, and lay before 
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tlieui the entire proceedings of the Convention, which will not — 
cannot be sanctioned. 

The influence I most fear, is the Anti Slavery Societies; and 
should they act in concert, it will be a powerful vote, B,nd given. 
to the Candidate who favors their principles. This subject 
requires deep consideration and must be met, and controverted; 
its unjust, improper and dangerous tendency, and thus fatal 
conseqicences^ if carried out, would be a violation of the federal 
Compact, and cause a sepeiiition of the Union I Let it once be 
undei'stood, that no President shall hereafter come from a 
Slave holding State, and the Rubicon is passed. But relying 
as I do upon the good sense, inteligence, and patriotism, of 
the Citizens of the U. S. — I hope for, and expect, a more 
favomble result. Pi*ay excuse the liberty I take in addressing 
you, as above, but I feel a deep interest in the success of your 
Election, and a desire to do what I can to promote it; and 
have thought, that some of the preceeding suggestions, may in 
some slight degree, benefit the cause. With a tender of my 
services, which you may freely command, I remain 
Very respectfully and truly Yrs 

S. A. Lawrence. 



' J^rom li, M, T, lluniei*. c. c. 

Sept'. 19"* [1843]. 

My dear Sir I have just i-eturned from Washington where 
I have been to consult with our friends. M' Rhett I presume 
has advised you of our proceedings there. He inclines to 
Greenhow as an editor and so do I unless we should lose the 
Ilepublican by taking him away. M' llhett is probably this 
day in Richmond upon that business. He promised me to 
consult Seddon and the Richmond Committee before he saw 
Greenhow and in any event iwt to destroy the Republican 
which is doing good service. I could not wait to see Maxcy. 
He had then just returned home from the North where he 
published a pamphlet on the Convention said to be very able. 
1 have not yet read it but Maxcy writes well. Hatton writes 
me from N Y that our friends are in KigK spiriL They mean 
to fight the battle in earnest and they will probably niise 
HIST 99 — VOL u 56 
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funds in N York to estublLsh an eiBcicnt Calhoun paper in 
that city. I do not know who is to be the editor. Some as- 
sistance can be had from Norton. I advised Rhett therefore 
not to offer funds from Charleston, but when he reached the 
North to urge them to establish the paper in N York witli 
their own funds. This I believe can be done. The residue of 
the money mised in Charleston ought to be kept (I think) for 
a document and contingent fund. M'' lihett will endeavour 
to organise a committee in Washington to assist him. Gen* 
T thinks this will be difficult but I found one man who will 
coo|)enite efficiently and othei*s doubtless may 1>e hml. 

I found that M' Rhett had written you desi)ondingly. 1 
am no prophet and of late I distrust my judgniont as to future 
occurrences more than ever. But I by no means des|Dond. 
We may be beaten but not if we fight with the proper spirit 
and judgment. The Syracuse Convention has given us a great 
advantage if our friends are staunch and know how to use it. 
Our New York friends have taken the right stand and wo 
must sustain them. We go for a district convention and if 
the states known to be favorable to you will take their stand 
upon this, we will beat down the Syracuse plan and elect our 
man. At least there would be fair chances for electing him. 
1 urged Rhett to write to Buchanan at once. If Johnson 
Buchanan and Cass unite with us on this position we must 
either beat Van Buren or there will be no Convention. It is 
very desirable to have their aid but we had no time to wait. 
The Syiticuse proceedings must bo met at once. T ftnir how- 
over that B. J and C will keep up the old game of making 
us contest all mattei*s with Y B so as to obtain the second 
place in the affections of his friends. But dispersed tis we 
now are we had no time to play the game with them. It is 
very desirable that our friends all over the Union should sec- 
ond the movement of our N York friends. It was made at 
Maxcy's suggestion who informed them that I had been 
endeavoring to prepare such a movement throughout the sum- 
mer. So I have but God knows with little enough of success 
so far as organisation is concerned. But they think that there 
is more of this last than really exists and the idea serves to 
inspirit them. The course of Georgia and probably of Mis- 
sissippi will embarrass us, £arly in the last spring I wrote 
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to somo of our friends in S® C tmd I think ivlso to you to urge 
tho propriety of districting Georgia as bad been done in N 
Hampshire. Unfoi*tunately for us two of our most i*eliable 
states have the general ticket system and there will be great 
difficulty in getting them to aid us in this movement. Gen*. 
T tliinks this movement vital to our success. If our friends 
sustain it there will bo no Convention and New York will have 
tho responsibility of defeating it. Will they aid us? You 
have seen by this Khetts article in the Spectator on this sub- 
ject. I will write tonight to urge Greenhow to sustain it. I 
have already written to young M^Lane. This last writes me 
that our friends in the middle states are prepared to break up 
the Convention and he asked my opinion of the propriety of 
his advocating the election by the House. I replied that to 
advocate an election by the House as good ' per se ' would do 
us mischief but he might well show that the evils coming 
from it would be less than that of a packed Convention or one 
which like the Syracuse plan would destroy all the influence 
of the smaller states in the Presidential election. 

As I came through Baltimore last Saturday I saw Watter- 
son of Tennessee who has been recently appointed to Buenos 
Ayres by Tyler. He was just from a tour through 8 states. 
He says he thinks there is a growing impression amongst the 
Deihocrats that their only hoix5 of success is in an election by 
Congress. He says that in Teiuiessee since the election the 
party are convinced that they will l)e beaten in Tennessee if 
V B is run. He was at the Hermitage about 4 weeks ago and 
Gen' Jackson told him that he would vote for vou if nomi- 
nated. He thinks that •! still prefers V B but says he is now 
very silent about it. He was told by Polks brother in law 
that you could take Tennessee but V B could not. Turney is 
now convinced that V B cannojt run successfully in Tennessee 
but talks about Cass. Johnson is gaining strength in the 
west and Benton it is said is alarmed. He says in his public 
H^ieeches that it is " no mark of democracy to vote for CoP 
Johnson". Allen Mcdary and that set Watereon thinks are 
inunovably for V Burcn, but they will be l>eaten (ho thinks) 
in Ohio by the Whigs. In my own State M' Ritchie will have 
more difficulty than he expected. Your friends here do not 
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yet know their own strongfth, hut they are numerous and 
talented. 

I have so nmny letters to write tliis evening that I must 
reserve what 1 have further to say for another occasion 
Yours truly 

UMTHUNTKU 



From. Duff Green, c. O. 

London 21)"* Sept. 1843 

My dear Sir 1 send you the Examiner's Comments on 
your letter. The article was prepared by one of the most 
influential members of Parliament who has at all times taken 
a most prominent lead in the Anti Slavery movement, and I 
value it the more because you cannot fail to see that I have 
done much to remove from his mind the prejudice against the 
south, and especially on the questions of slavery and state 
rights. 

I have also seen Lord Palmerston and several other leading 
Whigs who were most disposed to go astray on that point and 
have done nmch to pledge them to free ti-ade principles with- 
out reference to the source from where the produce cx)mes in 
exchange. Sir Robert Peel is sound in Principle but it is now 
manifest that he will fold his arms and wait for events. The 
Anti Corn law league are making great progress and have 
enlarged their basis so as to go for free ti*ade and against all 
monopolies. They have just made their report of the pro- 
ceedings of last yearf and have expended about $240,000 and 
propose expending 600,000$ more the next year in disseminat- 
ing tmcts, delivering lectures and prosecuting all bribery «S:^ 
at Elections. 

The Tories were put into power by the free tnide and libeml 
party, because they had no confidence in the Whigs. Hence 
Sir llobert Peel was compelled to do more than the Whigs had 
promi8i^.d to do. The Whigs are now prepared to go further 
than the tories and hence the free trade and libeml party will 
Buppoi*t the Whigs ag* the tories. What 1 have labored to do 
is to commit the Whigs in favor of free trade with America 
and of a favorable arrangement of our boundary. The 
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article in the Examiner, which is one of the most influential 
of the Whig papers is one step, and I propose before 1 leave 
to make armngemcnts for an active Correspondence, through 
the press^ between the free trade party of England and the 
free trade party of the United States; I am to see M' Cobden 
on Tuesday for this purpose. 

As part of my arrangements M' Senior one of the ablest and 
most influential wntei*s for the Edingburg Review has agreed 
to review your life and speeches and Judge Upshur's review 
of Judge Story's l)ook on the Am. Constitution/ and M' 
M'^Gregor has promised me that he will adopt and engraft our 
view of the Constitution and of trade in his great work which 
he is preparing under the order of the British Government 
on the Commercial systems of the World. His will be a 
standard work of great merit and altho he is not a lawyer he 
will do nuich in disabusing the European Public as to our 
cliaraclcr and institutions. 

I have written to Judge Upshur requesting him to forward 
to M' M'^Gregor and M' Senior Copies of your Life and 
Speeches and of his review. It is of the first importance 
that these gentlemen shall be furnished with Copies at an 
early day, and hope that the Judge will attend to it. . . . 



From R. B, lihett . o. c. 

[Washington, Oct. 7, 1843] 
My Dear Sir I have just returned from New York whither 
I went to endeavor to establish a new Press there. I am 

« 

assured that it will go into opemtion next week: but I fear it 
will not have the means to employ such talent as to make it 
very useful. I wont also to Richmond, and we have arranged 
that M'. Grecnhow is to come here so soon as his place is sup- 
plied in Petersburgh. Neither here nor at New York was 
any thing done befoi-c 1 came. Next week, I propose starting 
the Spectator as a tri-wcekly Paper, I being the sole writer in 
it. I suppose you receive it, and see what I have done in it. 

In New York our friends are very firm. If they can get 
up a vigorous press there we will accomplish a great deal. 

> rctcrabiirg, 1A40. 
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Lost week without an effort we carried 9 out of the 17 wards, 
for nominating CandidatCH to the Ijogislature Sh'ff &c. Our 
Hide is uioving 1 think lK)th in that City and in New Kngland. 
I saw also nioh from the interior of N. Y. A Press will 
shortly l)e set up in Utica. One is apt to be deceived from 
hearing only from one side, but I am strongly of opinion that 
we are gaining and M" V. B. is loosing ground. We will 
airry the District system in Connecticut, and may succeed in 
postponing the action of the approaching Convention in that 
State. Watterson was here last Week and had a long con- 
vei*sation with Johnson, and the result is, that he has written 
to Polk that Johnson will take the Vice Presidency on V. B. 
Ticket. The rumour here to Day is also that Webster and 
Chiy are again friends and Webster is to run as V. P. on 
Clay's Ticket. The Old Swiss is bought up again by the 
{Ule(jil>le\, But this is not certain altho' likely. 

If my views of the State of things are correct, it will not 
be wise to scale off from the Democratic or even V. B. Party. 
It appears to me so plain that M' V. B. cannot be elected, 
that a few months must convince stupidity itself. If he per- 
sists in his method of organizing the Convention, it will 
require no great effort to kill him. He will do that himself, 
and if it is necessary for us to do it, it will be time enough to 
take our way of doing it, when the time arrives for doing it. 
It is equally clear, that altho we can destroy him, we cannot 
succeed ourselves without M' V. B. friends. We have not 
yet reached the popular mind with our retxsons for opposing 
a Convention, by a Consolidated State Representation. We 
must have their ears: that when we move off we may move 
with power, and have the estimation of all impartial men, 
instead of violent prejudice to battle with. Hence I am for a 
moderate but firm tone. Fair and repeated discussion of prin- 
ciples. Ilepel attacks — but do it in such a way as to show we 
are on the defensive and mther from our tone than from our 
words let them understand where we will be found. Much 
[talk] of our future course in or out of the Convention will be 
wrong. Some of our friends I think have gone too fast in 
this respect. It will be time enough when the Convention is 
to meet to determine first whether we will go into it — and sec- 
ond what we will do in it. In my opinion, it is by no means 
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improbable that at this time M^ V. B. will be no Candidate — 
Cass will then be the most formidable Man. If he would 
consent to take the V. P. it would be the best arrangement. 
1 have roc**, proposals to that effect. What say you to it? 

I am urged to return homo to see my new Constituents 
this fall and I am told that if I do not I may be opposed in the 
next election. My answer has been, that it was my design to 
visit my Constituents this fall; but that I am satisfied that I 
am here doing them more service than by going to see them. 
If they will not believe this, they may turn me out, if they 
please. I shall stay here and work in their cause and the 
cause of the Country. 

Kemember me kindly to M'. Clomson and believe me Dear 
Sir 

Yours truly 

K. B. RlIETT 

Oct 7''' 1843 

Mrs. Rhett is still in So. Car. 



From R, /?. RJiett, c. c. 

Washington, Oct 16" 1843 
My Dear Sir I find I will be compelled to leave this City 
and go home to bring M'* Rhett, and I think I had better do it 
at once, so that I might be able to return the sooner, before 
the meeting of Congress. 

The late Elections have very clearly shown that the Whigs 
are very powerful — so powerful as to render it pretty clear 
that Clay will beat Van Buren. Webster it is now well under- 
stood will sink back into the Whig Party, and they will be 
united. If Van Buren is run. Clay will beat him any how; 
but with the divisions and lukewarmness, (if no worse occurs) 
which must necessarily follow a nomination by a Convention 
constituted as M' V. B's friends propose, it will be desperate 
folly, to attempt to run him. And yet if they persbt in their 
method of organisation, and we oppose or seceed from the 
Party, it is clear you cannot be elected; for, there are suffi- 
cient V. B. Men in all the States, with the Whigs, to defeat us. 
Indeed, if you were to get the nomination in the present tem- 



888 AMEKIOAK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

per of M' V. B.'s friends, it would be useless, for I am satisfied 
tbey would stand aloof and see us beaten. Van fiuren cannot 
succeed without us, and we cannot succeed without his friends. 
Neither in their present mood will allow the other to succeed; 
whilst we are conjointly too weak, to carry the election with 
a nobody like Cass, or even Buchanan. You are the only Man, 
who can beat Clay in the South, and the carrying of the South 
\\ns usually been the Presidency. As things now look, there 
appeal's to mo to be but one method for the Democmtic Party 
to succeed, and that is, each portion of the Union running tho 
man most popular in each Section. Clay's chance is decidedly 
the best for tho next President. 

All this mischief has arisen from M^ V. B. allowing himself 
to be used by others who in flattering his vanity and ambition, 
were only using him to keep you down. He will fail; and 
prove himself to be the heaviest curse of the Party. Had he 
not stepped in the way, the whole [Atlantic ?] board would 
have united on you, and we would have known none of the 
divisions which are the strength of the Whigs. 

I shall not leave here until Friday, and hope before I leave 
here, to hear something definite from M^ Greenhow, who is 
waiting for a fit person to take his place. In the mean time 
I have written to Hunter and Maxcy to aid M**. Hunt until I 
i*eturn, but to tell you the truth I calculate but little on either 
of them, to contribute to the Paper. 

Tho next Congress will be a very agitated one, and will 
doubtless affect powerfully tho Presidency. If the Democrats 
would play the free trade policy boldly out, and sustain the 
Texas question — and run you; — we can succeed. The Zealots 
at the North will oppose Clay because from the South, and in 
the South you would beat him on the Tariff question, espe- 
cially if his friends oppose the modifications which we propose, 
as they will. But I fear there is little hope of such a combi- 
nation of wise results. The probability is, dissension and 
defeat. 

.Remember me kindly to M''. Clemson and believe me 
Yours 

R B Rhett 
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From. Francis W. Pickens, o. o. 

Charleston Sunday Morning, Oct 22, 1843. 
My Dear Sir On my arrival here day before yestei-day 1 
found your friends in some excitement I heard that you were 
deteimined to refuse immediately to go into a convention at all, 
and that you desired the central Com. here to take the stand 
openly unless N. York recceded from the Syracuse Conven- 
tion &c. &c. I saw illmore, Boyce, Conner, Gadsden, Gour- 
din, Aster &c. &c. but could got nothing very definite or certain, 
except they seemed to be in confusion. Elmore then shewed 
mo a letter from lihctt at Washington, in which the firat sen- 
tence was, "1 entirely disapprove of the courae advised by 
M'. Calhoun and M'. Maxcy," and then goes on to give excel- 
lent advice and full of good sense according to my judgment, 
but I could not understand what yours and Maxcy's advice 
was, and Elmore could not tell me, only that he understood it 
was to refuse to go into convention &c. &c. This was all 
strange to me. Rhett is to be here to-day and Elmore is to 
have us all together to-morrow to consult freely. 1 think 
nothing ought to be done decisive until Congress meets and 
let every friend of ours be on the ground at least 6 days before 
the meeting and let them consult together freely, and give the 
most authentic information as to the true state of things in 
their different States. My own opinion is that we ought to 
give up the Speakership if we can get the Printer — in the 
present state of the country it is more important to us. But 
I would give up neither unlesa they would liberally and cor- 
dially give to us the Printer. It will strike a decided blow 
at the Globe and Enquirer. If they will not agree, then push 
Lewis — or I would still rather take a Buchanan Speaker if 
they will act with us and the Whigs and give us the Printer. 
But 1 fear Lewis might not like this, as I hear he is eager for ' 
the Speakership. But of one thing I am sure the most de- 
cided move ought to be made at the opening of Congress. 
And in the consultation tomorrow I shall take decided 
grounds agst. doing anything final at present, but wait the 
meeting of Congress. I think Clay is stronger than he was. 
I have no idea that any portion of the Whigs will ever 
support you as long as there is the slightest chance for him. 
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I have just seen Col. Hansen from Milledgeville. He was 
with Berrien cbiy before yesterday at Savannah, and has re- 
cently been all through Geo. You know he is Whig but 
pei*sonally a friend of yours. He says that StaU^ will un- 
doubtedly go for Clay, and that the Deniocmtic i^arty are 
split and that a new convention will be called and nominate 
V. Buren &c. I reed a letter from Col. I. W. Hayne of 
Montgomery and also one from J. M. Calhoun the other day. 
They both say that they think the Democmtic party will nomi- 
nate V. B. this Winter at Tuscaloosa. Now this may come 
from their fears and their peculiar position. 

If N. York acts upon what our friends have moved there — 
that is to elect Dist. Representatives to the Convention this 
will bring up the Question directly, and we may have a 
sepaiiite Dist. Convention, but I hardly think it will Ireak the 
(mjanizdtian of the Deinocraiic pirty and will only throw off 
our own State. The consequence may be to give us also N. 
Ca., at least to keep it from Y. B., but this would not take 
you to the house. I think it very probable it might elect 
Clay. 

Do tell M'. Clemson that D^ Geddings tells me there will 
be no vacancy in that Professorship and that he would always 
be pleased to aid him when an opportunity occurs. 
In great haste but Truly 

F. W. Pickens. 



From Joseph Srnith.^ c. c. 

Nauvoo, 111. Nov. 4^>» 1843 
Dear Sib. As we understand that you are a candidate for 
the Presidency at the ensuing Election; and as the letter Day 
Saints (sometimes called Mormons, who now constitute a nu- 
merous class in the school politic of this vast llepublic), have 
been robbed of an immense amount of property, and endured 
nameless sufferings by the State of Missouri, and from her 
borders have been driven by force of arms, contniry to our 
National Covenant, and as, in vain, we have sought redress, 

*The Mormon prophet, Calhoun's reply, ted December 2, 1843, may be seen lu 
Nilea'8 Register, LXV. 857. 
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by all constitutional, legal, and honorable means, in her courts, 
her Executive Councils and her Legislative Halls; and as we 
have petitioned Congress to take cognizance of our sufferings 
without effect, we have judged it wisdom to address you this 
communication, and solicit an immediate, specific, and candid 
reply to What wiU he your rule of action^ relative to U8^ as 
a people^ should fortune favor your ascension to the Chief 
Magistracy. 

Most llcspcctf ully, Sir, Your Friend and the friend of peace, 
good order, and Constitutional Rights, 

Joseph Smith. 

In behalf of the chuVch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints. 



From. James ITamiltoiu o. 0. 

Millcdgevillo Nov 21'* 1843. 

My Dear Sir, On my arrival at this place I found a most 
unfoi*tunate state of things in regard to the Democratic Party ^ 
which is broken routed and disunited. The Old Union Flank 
of the party attribute their defeat to your friends briTiging 
forward the nomination at the June Convention and selecting 
Cooke instead of some one from their own ranks. The truth 
is the old Unionists are deeply tainted with Van Burenism, 
and if some means are not taken to unite the party it can 
never be rallied again by its old Leaders. I think the party 
is panic struck with their overwhelming Defeat here. I 
can find but one man in the right spirit and that is Howard. 
We have both written for M*^Allister who has more influence 
with the Union portion of the party than any Man in Georgia, 
to come here and consult with us what it may be best to do. 

The District System. will be engrafted on the Constitution 
of Georgia in the composition of the Senate and H. of 11. and 
for the Congressional Representation. The Democrats have 
called a Convention to meet here on the 2** Monday in Dec. 
expressly in reference to the Presidential election. The Van 
Buren Men desire by its means to reconfirm the present Dele- 
gates to the Baltimore Convention but to leave them unfettered 
by instructions to vote for you^ but to vote as they deem best 
at the Convention. Howard and your friends will of course if 
they are strong enough come out with an open nomination of 
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yourself — or if this cannot be carried Refer the choice of new 
Delegates to the Districts which the Amendment to the Con- 
stitution will lay off. I have advised tliis latter course most 
strenuously because I know that it is more in conformity with 
your own views — Connecticut and N. H. having gone against 
us and M^ Van Buren's triumph in N. Y. have disheartened 
your friends exceedingly in this State, and with the exception 
of Howard and a few other staunch spirits — the opinion seems 
to be gaining ground that you ought to withdraw, which I 
have discountenanced with utter scorn — as a pusillanimous 
retreat before even the Battle is commenced. Judge Colquitt 
I am son*y to say seems to incline to this opinion that he 
doubted if Dick Johnson runs whether you would be one of 
the three highest to go into the House, and if you did go in, 
he thought you could get no other than the States that sent you 
there. In other words that in the House Van Buren had already 
a majority secured or if not, that Clay would be elected. By 
retiring Colquit thinks in 4 yeai*s you would be the Man chosen 
by the people of the U. S. above all other Candidates if you 
were now to make yourself so acceptable to the Democi*acy as 
to withdraw from distracting it any further. As I regard 
such a retrograde movement as not to be entertained which 
would be construed as resulting rather from a source of weak- 
ness than a Magnanimous concession to your opponent M** 
Van B. who has no right to ask or expect it at your hands I 
have set my face resolutely against your backing out as had 
our friend Howard. The truth is My Dear Sir the demo- 
cratic party of Geo composed as it is [is] not worth the paper 
on which its obituary might be written — and what is the 
Democracy of the Union to which your friends have linked 
you? — ^An immense mass of ignorance moved by the necessary 
Momentum of Kna/oery — I never believed the Leaders and 
organs of the party would have the public vertue and dis- 
cernment to select you as their Man. Your friends have com- 
mitted a great and fatal mistake in committing you to the 
Democracy and of bringing you out eo nomine under its ban- 
ner. You should have stood on your own ground as a War 
Republican of 1812. and in your place in the Senate atiU have 
been at the head of a Cheat Southern party, I believe this 
Session of Congress would have not passed without you having 
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a Republican party around you which would have given you 
a primary strength not inferior to your Competitors. But 
they have attempted to bind you hand and foot and to throw 
you in the midst of an old subtle and implacable foe, the 
Old Jackson party of the Kitchen and Bed Chamber happily 
uniting the morals of Kendal with those of IVf* E^ton. I was 
cursed by your friends for my London Letter. I wrote it I con- 
fess to you to give you a Platform to Stand upon in this coming 
contest which 1 knowj'ou could only occupy with strength on 
some Middle ground, which your Speech in 1836 on the Cur- 
rency and your last Speech on the Tariff most amply afforded. 
If we had had a distinct party formed between the extreme 
restrictive rigor of M' Van Buren school which means hypoc- 
racy covering licentiousness and the extreme licence of M' 
Clays, 1 believe the Country might have been carried under 
the lead of your genius and public vertue. But it is too late 
now. Your friends have brought you out as a Democrat and 
under that Flag with a devided Empire you will have to fight. 
I have told our friends here that nothing now remains but 
to agitate and to agitate deeply and extenaimely. At a Meeting 
of our friends in Charleston it was agreed on my suggestion 
that we should get up a Young's Mans Convention to meet at 
Columbus Geo calling on all young men among your friends 
to hold meetings all over the South and send Delegates early 
in the Spring to that place [to] take into consideration the 
best means of promoting your election. The question was 
from what point the invitation should come for the assembly 
of such u body. It was agreed that it should not come 
from S. C. and the Season of the year forbid all hope of 
its coming from New York as Delegates would not travel 
to N. Y. during the inclement weather of the coming Winter 
and early Spring beyond which the Convention could not be 
postponed. It was agreed that if possible the invitation 
should come from Georgia which our friends will endeavour 
to effect before the adjournment of the Legislature, if it can 
be compassed with harmony and perfect concord, which can 
alone give authority to such a move. It is not to be concealed 
that the old Union party of Geo desire to repress every token 
in your faixyr for fear it may prejudice Van Buren, It is 
still confidently believed in a fair issue before the people 
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of Georgia you could beat any man in the U. States but 
between Clay and Van fiuren it will scarcely be a contest — 
as I believe the struggle all over the Union will turn out if it 
should happen that Van Buren is the Nominee of the Balti- 
more Convention. From the progress of events, I am more 
reluctant than over to go into that '*Den of Thieves." Let 
me know your own views of awr best course, and whether 
you have detei*mined on your own. My advice to you may 
be comprehended in a single sentence — Stand firm and wait 
the progress of events, 

I shall leave this next week for the Chattahoochee, there 
will write fully and without reserve to Major Howard as to 
the [appcamnco ^ of the affairs of our party throughout the 
Union and in this State. 

Address me at Fort Mitchell (Ala) to which place I shall 
return next week prepared to give any impulse in any quarter 
you niay desire. 

Having disposed of this public matter let me advert to 
another. 

Do you know that I think that our friend Howard has 
started a Question upon which the highest interests of the 
South may be involved to wit — whether Texas as an integml 
part of Louisiana is not de jure now in the Union. If under 
the treaty of 1803 between France and the U. States she was 
comprehended in the Limits of Louisiana and as such was 
admitted into the Union, the Oen' Gov^ could not cede any 
portion of the TeiTitory of a State without violating its ter- 
ritorial sovereignty. This was overlooked by you all in M'. 
Monroe's administration when the Florida Treaty was con- 
cluded. But no lapse of time can consecrate a Usurpation on 
the part of the Federal Gov'. If this be a true view of the 
subject, Louisiana according to Howards opinion Louisi* has 
nothing to do but to enter her jurisdiction over Texas and she 
is de jure and de facto in the Union. Let mo hear from 
you immediately on this point. 
Ever faith'^ 

P. S. Major Howard is at my elbow since closing this Letter 
and begs me to say emphatically to you hold on. He will be 
exceedingly gratified to hear from you. 

Howard may move on the Texas question in a few days. 
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From TheophUvs Fisk.^ 



Portsmouth, Va. Nov. 29, 1843. 

Sir, May I dare to presume so much upon your kindness 
as to beg that you will favour me with a letter to any friend 
you may have in Europe, that you may feel at liberty to make 
me acquainted with. Should it meet your convenience and 
approbation to grant this request, you will please add to the 
obligation by addressing it to me at Washington, under cover 
to the Hon. D. H. Lewis. I expect to sail for England or 
France about the middle of December as bearer of despatches 
from our government. 

I take the liberty of forwarding you the proceedings of the 
late meeting of our dbtrict Convention, to elect a delegate, or 
delegates, to be held in Baltimore in May next. You will 
perceive that it adjourned without going into an election, in 
consequence of three of the Counties in their district, being 
unrepresented. The motion for adjournment was made and 
carried by your friends, and they have gained great credit for 
their magnanimity, as we outnumbered the Van Buren dele- 
gates more than t/ioo to one! And that too with but little 
cfFort on our part, while they moved earth and sea to pack the 
Convention with their exclusive friends. We shall lose 
nothing by adjourning, as Princess Anne and Surrey Counties 
will elect delegates friendly to yourself, and the other (South- 
ampton) will, it is thought, do the same. The votes of the 
Counties will stand in the Convention: 



Oaihoun. 

Norfolk County 2 

Norfolk borough 1 

IsleofWight 1 

Nansemond 1 

Surrey 1 

Princess Anne 1 



Van Buren. 



Sussex 



Doubtful. 



Southampton 



I very greatly fear that the Convention at Baltimore will 
]>e anything rather than a true exponent of public opinion. 
Indeed I have feared this from the very first, as M'. Picklsns 



* Thoophilim Fhk wtifl tin (xlitor In noulhoiuitcrii VIrKiniA, nml a promlnont mippiirtiT 
of Oalliotin in thiit rt'gluu. . 
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and M^ Lewis can both testify. Knowing the trading poli- 
ticians who draw the wires for M". Van Buren, as well as I do, 
I could not trust them so far as to meet them in Convention; 
this made me so anxious to unfurl your banner ^^ subject 
ardy to the decision of the American people." I ventured to 
do this; it met the approbation of all our friends here; but 
other papers devoted to your interest thinking it best to say 
"subject to the Baltimore Convention" 1 very reluctantly 
yielded my preferences. I hope that your friends will never 
again consent to submit their claims to any other body than 
the sovereign people. 

We have gained a very considerable accession to our num- 
bers by the "Tyler meeting" which was held here some six or 
eight weeks ago. The Clay and Van Buren men united and 
established a new paper here in opposition to the "Old Domin- 
ion;" to counteract their base designs, your friends united 
with those who were friendly to M'. Tyler and held a large 
public meeting — the proceedings of which have been so basely 
misrepresented by the Whig papers, as being of an unfriendly 
chamctcr to yourself. These gentlemen continue to act with 
us in good faith, and will do so at the polls, when they see 
that there is no hope of his re-election. 

Pardon the liberty I have taken and believe me 
With the highest respect your ob't sev't 

Theophilus Fisk. 



From Vinjtl Maxcy, o. c. 

Tulip Hill West River, S"* Dec. 1843. 
My DEAR Sir, I duly received your letter of the 14*** Nov. 
some days ago and should have gone over immediately to con- 
sult with M'. Rhett on the expediency of a congressional con- 
sultation for the purpose of preventing a split in the party, but 
circumstances occurred which prevented my doing so. 1 have 
concluded therefore to present the conclusions to which my 
mind has been brought by a view of the past. It would not 
be safe to go into any convention, however formed, with the 
Richmond and Albany politicians. And it would not be con- 
sistent with principle to give countenance to any one, not 
formed on the District System, and as there is no reason to 
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expect that the friends of M'. V. B. will alter theit ooui*se in 
regard to this, it appears to me that you ought at some 
period — what period future events must decide — to publish, 
thro' the medium of a letter to a friend written for publica- 
tion or in some other mode, your reasons for determining not 
to produce division by allowing your name to be presented 
before a convention, formed in whole or in part on any other 
plan than a direct representation of the people in Districts. 
Such a course would pltvce you higher than ever before the 
country, which is getting sick of Caucus or Convention Dicta- 
tion, and preserve your lofty name and character as a rallying 
point in the future, — whereas if you went into the convention 
and should be rejected, as you undoubtedlj' would be, it would 
lower your chamcter and destroy in a great measure the influ- 
ence of your name in rallying the good men of all parties, 
when a new organ izsition of parties shall take place as it will 
undoubU^dly do after M'. Clays term is out. I say after M'. 
Clay's term is out: for such is the dissatisfaction and ill feel- 
ing now produced in the different portions of the Republican 
party by the bjise fraud which has procured every one of the 
nominations of V. B. that I do not believe that if he should 
be withdmwn even you could be elected. The treachery of 
the V. B. men would produce your defeat, if nothing else. I 
do not think that any consultation of the Republican Membeins 
of Congress would do any good. A majority of them are for 
Van B. and determined I believe to peraevere as they have 
begun. Our friends in New England have greviously misled 
us — ^and painful as it is to say so, yet as I feel it a sacred duty 
of friendship to give my opinions without reserve, it does 
appear to me, that there is nothing left but to decide how you 
should be withdniwn so that you maj^ be preserved for the 
country in future. There is one event and but one, it appears 
to me, that can alter, this state of things — and that is, the 
immediate calling up of the Texas question, which may pos- 
sibly unite the South and by weakening Clay bring the South- 
ern candidate into the house. Whether this will take place or 
not cannot be known before the meeting of Congress, a day 
or two after which I will go over to Washington and write 
you again. 

Faithfully yours, V. Maxot. 

HIST 1)9 — VOL II 57 
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From B. B. li/iett. c. c. 

[Dec. 8, 1843.] 
My Dear Sir I told you in my last written in great haste 
and disgust that I would shortly write to you again. 

For a month before Congress met I was labouring to effect 
an organization of ail opposed to M^ Van Buren, and thus 
control the elections in the House of Representatives. I 
thought, if this was accomplished, it would show such a 
decided opposition to him, as to put him out of the question 
for the Presidency. For this purpose I saw M^ Dalhus* of 
Philadelphia the Brother in I^w of Judge Wilkins," and dis- 
closed to him my views. The Judge fell into our policy. 
We were to ru^;i him for Speaker, keep out of all oaucusses, 
and with the Pennsylvanians and our Southern Men with the 
Johnson Men control events. Johnson who has been for 
some time in Washington fell into our views. Everything 
went on well until Ingei*sol and Buchanan arrived in Wash- 
ington. The former by an active and the hitter by a negative 
influence, scared the Pennsylvania Delegation, and they 
broke ground. Our Southern friends who were trembling 
before at the boldness and hazards of this policy, soon gave 
up also. As soon as this was ascertained on Saturday I 
returned home and wrote to you my last Letter informing 
you of this result and my detemiination to have nothing to 
do with the Caucus. Neai* Sun-set however Ijcwis sent a 
Gentleman with a hook to me, to beg me to return to Wiish- 
ington, to consider with our friends some new measures. 1 
went, and found the proposition, to force on the Caucus, the 
2/3 principle of nomination, or to seceed. To carry this, 1 
was strongly urged to go into the Caucus. I consented at 
last went into the Caucus and carried it. The rest you will 
have learned from the Papera. We were obliged to stand to 
the nominations when made according to our own rule' The 
Georgians tried hard to make one of .their Citizens [?J clerk. 
It failed and I was glad of it. 

1 George M. Dallas, Vice-President of the United Status from 1M5 to 1849. 
s William Wilkins, Secretary of War 1844-1845. 

•The Democrats nominated and the House ducted John W. Jouus, of Virginia, Speaker, 
and Blair and Rives printers. 
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The effect of the organization of the House and indeed all 
late events bearing on the Presidency, is undoubtedly, to 
make M'. Van Buren the nominee of the Party. Indeed, if 
you could obtain the nomination, as I stated to you before, it 
would be useless in the present temper of things. The Van 
Buren people would defeat you as they did Cooper in Georgia. 
And unless the revision of the Tariff is properly supported by 
the Party, it is equally im^xissible for M'. V. B. to be elected. 
Our friends will undoubtedly defeat him. Our policy at 
present is, to keep things as they are. Push on our prin- 
ciples as to the Tariff and the organisation of the Convention 
and take position in future as circumstances render necessary. 
Strive to control events for good, for the present, and as to 
the future to keep you in position to be head of the Party if 
it dissolves by defeat, or should even succeed. Time will 
devellop what we shall do, and when we shall do it. We are 
going to be beaten most disastrously with M^ Van Buren; and 
I trust there will be end of the cursed and cursing influence 
of the old Jackson Clique. On you we must rally — and you 
must keep yourself in position, to enable us to do so. The 
Whigs are sanguine and buoyant of success, I think with 
good reason. 

And now My Dear Sir in communicating to [you] once 
more the sad tydings of failure, I know you will appreciate 
the efforts of your friends, whilst you will probably regret 
results so far as you are concerned probably less than any of 
them. Let us cheer up our hearts with the remembrance and 
consolation, that if God regards the interests of indeviduals, 
he must much more regard the movements of Nations — and 
that in him we are safe. To labour with energy and cheer- 
fulness, but to submit with humility to his decrees is the 
dictate of the truest philosophj^ as well as the requisition of 
our peace. You have heard of my mighty affliction in the 
loss of riiy Brother. In him is gone the chief personal reward 
I looked to in my public laboui*s — lifting up this great and 
virtuous mind to a sphere of usefulness congenial to its 
powers. God has said, *'I forbid it" and calls him home 
to himself. I bow I trust with a proper submission, and may 
I not hope, that I shall meet you hereafter, if no more on 
earth, with him, in the mansions of rest^ Let n^e implorq 
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you, my aged friend and political Father, seek God in Christ 
I have found him, and you will find him also if you will seek 
him Excuse me, if it is presumption, in thus speaking to 
you, and attribute it, to a sincere and affectionate interest in 
your tempond and spiritual welfare. \ That God will hless and 
visit you and yours with his salvation is the pmycr of 
Your friend 

R B RlIKTT 

De^S"— 1843 

r. S. M". Ilhett who is working at the table makes me 
take up my pen to send to you her kindest rtimembnuico. 



J^Voin Virgil Maxcy. c. c. 

Washington 10"» Dec. 1843. 

My dkau Sin, 1 wrote the enclosed letter a few daj's ago, 
but missing the hour of departure of the mail from West 
liiver, I brought it over here and have concluded to send it to 
you. If I write now under feelings of less discx)unigement, 
I do it under those of greater mortification from the events 
that have taken place here. You have no doubt received vari- 
ous accounts of them from )'our friends here, who partici- 
pated in them. I am glad I did not get here till after the final 
Caucus, in which your flag, tho' not struck down, as repre- 
sented by the correspondent of the Richmond Enquirer, was 
nevertheless not held up by your friends in defiance of the 
violent gale that was blowing, with the unflinching firmness it 
ought to have be^n, for fear as I could not have changed the 
current of things, my excitement might have led me into 
indiscretions, that might have excited the resentment and ill- 
feelings of some of our friends without doing any good, as 
my private station would have given me neither the right nor 
the opportunity at the suitable moment to interfere or remon- 
strate. 

1 have now boxjn here four days and have been endeavour- 
ing amidst conflicting accounts, (from the desire of those who 
participated in the movements here to cast blame from them- 
selves upon others,) to find out the truth, which I believe is 
as nearly as follows. 
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M'. lihctt, OS he, no doubt, has informed you, had taken a 
journey to Philadelphia and New York partly with a view to 
form a coalition among the friends of the Candidates for 
nomination opposed to M'. Van Buren for the purpose of mak- 
ing M^ Wilkins speaker, who I understand without hesitation 
gave the necessary pledges in regard to Committees, the 23"* 
rule &c. Uhett thought he had succeeded in forming a com- 
bination sufficiently strong, with the aid of the Whigs to elect 
Wilkins and to refuse to go into caucus. Among the allies 
were the Pennsylvania delegation and some of Johnson's 
friends. If all had remained firm, Wilkins would have been 
elected, but it is said that Buchanan after his arrival had not 
firmness enough to keep his friends up to the sticking point. 
Your friends then, I understand, yielded so far as to go into 
the caucus in the expectation of b^ing able to prevent the 
election of the Van Buren Speaker by requiring f'*'* of the 
number to effect a nomination. The Van Buren men unex- 
pectedly agreed to this proposition and obtained the majority 
required on the first vote: — thro' the aid, as Gen. Anderson 
who is here informed me, of three votes from your men, who 
from weakness dreamed of conciliation of the V. B. men to 
the last. Even our friend Lewis is charged with want of firm- 
ness in resisting the torrent, and did not, as he might have 
done, keep one or two of his delegation straight M'. Payne 
is the only name I recollect of the three, except M'. Arring- 
ton, of N® Carolina, who are said to have voted for Jones. 
It was now too late to retrieve the false step of going into 
Caucus at all, and all the officere fixed on by the V. B. men 
were elected. 

Some indiscreet remarks by M'. Belser, one of your friends 
from Alabama, to the effect that '^constituted as the National 
Convention would be M'. Calhoun's friends had not the slight- 
est expectation of a nomination" have been the ground of the 
false representation by the correspondent of the Richmond 
En(iuirer. 

The result of all has been to place you in a false position 
and make the impression on the public that you were given 
up as a Candidate and that your friends were disposed to fall 
in with the current in favor of V. B. One or two onlj'', I am 
told, are suspected of a disposition to fall down and worship 
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Moloch but the rest are deeply mortified at the course of 
events and now would be glad if they had taken a different 
stand in the beginning. You will see from the Spectator the 
turn which Rhett is endeavoring to give of the matter with a 
view to rectify public opinion in regard not only yourself but 
of your friends' disposition to give way to the violence and 
despotism of the Albany politicians. I have given it as my 
opinion, that something more was necessary tlian newspaper 
declarations, and that some of those known to possess your 
confidence should come out and in their own names and con- 
tradict the false representations of surrender on the part of 
your friends and that there should be a meeting of your 
friends and an expression of opinion given by it, which should 
relieve you from the false position in which they have placed 
you. * Whether anything will be done or not I cannot even 
give an opinion, but I am rather disposed to think that some 
occasion, that may arise in some of the proceedings of Con- 
gress will be taken to set public opinion right. At first I was 
of opinion that you ought to come out in proper person and 
avow your opinions o\i the subject of a Convention, consti- 
tuted as it evidently will be and the impossibility of your 
ever permitting your name to be placed before it or giving in 
any way your sanction to the protective doctrines of the 
Syracuse Convention, or their mode of forming a National 
Convention. I now think if this course had been firmly taken 
before the assembling of Congress it would have been best, 
as to do it now vmmedicUdy would be attributed to the recent 
events. But my opinion now is that it would be best to wait 
until the Administration are prepared to make a communica- 
tion to Congress on the subject of Texas, which M"" Upshur 
thinks will be in about three weeks, and then come out on all 
these grounds together. 

With the last Gentleman I have had several free and most 
confidential communications, with permission however to com- 
municate what I please to you. These communications have 
revived my hopes and put me in better spirits than when I 
wrote the enclosed letter, lie, as well as all your friends, 
• with whom I have conversed are of opinion, that convention 
nomination will still have such force, even in the Southern 
States as to preclude the hope, that a rally can be made 
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a^inst M' V.B. on the Anti-tariff protective principle alone^ 
there are so many even of Southern men, who yield to the 
Doctrine of discrimination for incidental protection being 
admitted into a Revenue Tariff. It is necessary therefore to 
have some more exciting topic connected with it and this will 
be the Annexation of Texas. 

In this opinion I concur, and think that your manifesto, 
whenever it shall come out, should embiuce the three topics 
of Convention, Tariff and Texas. 

M' Upshur informs me — in the strictest confidence how- 
ever except to you — that the terms of a treaty between him 
and the Texan Minister have already been agreed on and 
written out, and that the latter only waits for instructions 
from PrcHidont Houston, which are expected in two or three 
weeks. But some of the suspicions of the treachery of this 
Houston, which you have seen circulated in the newspapers, 
it is feared, have some foundation and instructions may pos- 
sibly be refused — in which case M' U. thinks the Texan Min- 
ister, convinced as he is of the almost unanimous desire of the 
people of Texas to come into the Union, may be induced to 
sign a treaty without instructions and go home and throw 
himself on the protection of the People of Texas. The Pres- 
ident is resolved that he will communicate such a treaty to 
the Congress, and if the Minister has not firmness to sign 
he will adopt some other mode of bringing the matter before 
Congress. M"" Upshur is of opinion that this is the only 
matter that will take sufficient hold of the feelings of the 
South, to rally it on a southern candidate and weaken Clay 
an4 Van Buren so much there as to bring the election into the 
House, wheixi the Southern States would not dare to vote for 
M' V. B. and C. This is the result I alluded too — as inspiring 
tlie only hope I now had — in the latter part of the enclosed 
letter. The President has some hopes that he may become 
that Southern Candidate. But M"" U. considers you as the 
only one that can be taken up and with a view to your avail- 
ing yourself of the first moment, after the Executive com- 
munication to Congress on Texas, to place before the public 
your views on the question, that all, who concur with you, 
may at once rally upon you, you ought at once to write a let- 
ter as if in answer to one from myself making inquiries of 
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you OS to your opinions on the subject, in case it should come 
up, which letter I should at once publish after the Communica- 
tion by the Executive should be made, — for which purpose 
he would write me as to the time of coming over to Wash- 
ington to have the letter published. 

I beg to say, that I mention my own name as the person to 
be written to, simply because M' Upshur did, tho' I think it 
would be better to choose some more conspicuous pei-son for 
your correspondent. I will only add, that if you choose to 
address it to me, I beg you to believe I shall fear no conse- 
quences of proscription in consequence of my name being 
identified with this subject as well as the others I have above 
suggested to you to join with them — as it is possible may be 
the case with some of your more important and more ambi- 
tious friends, who I have heard with grief and mortification 
have yielded to the idea of your running on the ticket with 
V. B. as Vice President^ in order to secure the successor- 
ship 1 1 1 The first wish of my heart is to see you President 
but I would rather see you lose a dozen Presidencies, were 
it possible, than to see the high honoi*s of your great and pure 
name brought down so low and tarnished by such a polluting 
association. No: the more bold and lofty the ground you take 
the better and the better chance you will have [of] forming a 
rallying point in better times for the virtue of the country. 

I had a number of other things to say, but the time has 
come for my going to the rail road by which I go to Annapolis 
this evening on my way home. General Anderson is here, 
who concurs in all my views and would have written to you but 
from an injury to his hand which disables him from doing it. 

With kindest regards, with those of my daughter M^Markoe 

to M" Calhoun and youraelf — I remain 

faithfully yours 

V. Maxcy. 



From Tltoirum W. Olivier} 

Washington Dec. 13, 1843. 
Mr Dear Sir At the instance of a mutual friend I venture 
to drop you a line, not to speak of the chances, calculations, 

1 Original lent by Mrs. J. F. Calhoun. I*rinteil onco before, in Tylcr'H lAittora and 
Times of the Tylem, II, 130. 800 Oallioun'M reply of Decembiir 2ft. 
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and chapter of accidents of a presidental election, (for these 
I have very little appetite) — , but to remind you of a conversa- 
tion we had nearly a year since on a subject, which, as I then 
predicted, is beginning to attract general and deserved atten- 
tion. I allude to the annexation of Texas to our Union. I have 
not doubted for some time that this question would sdon assume 
a pmctical shape and that its results would ultimately (if not 
immediately) enure to the peace, perma[ne]nce and prosperity 
of the Union. If the question were free from some prejudices 
(which by the way applj*^ with equal force to a portion of the. 
Union as it is) it would not be approached for a moment as 
one of only loc^l importance. It is indeed a great American 
question and involves the first principle of American indepen- 
dence. The efforts of European powers which have been or 
may be made to establish an influence in Texas prejudicial to 
our commercial interests, and republican institutions, will 
probably aid in giving to this question a national aspect some- 
what sooner than could be hoped from its intrinsic merits. 
You remember I asked you last winter to turn your mind to 
this subject in all its bearings and to be ready to meet it. As 
a Candidate for public favor, I would not have you or any 
other to be committed on this question in advance. I do not 
therefore approach you as one of those now in tlie public eye 
as candidates for the chief magistracy, but as an illustrious 
citizen, whose opinions would derive no additional force from 
any station, as I believe they would not be influenced by a 
desire to obtain it. I have no doubt you have bestowed much 
reflection on this particular subject. While I am not at 
liberty (nor am I informed) to speak of the precise state of 
this question at present, I will say to you that negotiations 
have been commenced, the object of which is to annex Texas 
to the Union. On a question of such magnitude, it is not 
meet, that a voice, which for more than thirty yeai*s has been 
heard with so much interest on all public questions, should be 
silent. I will esteem it a favor, and so will many othei*s, if 
you will give us the benefit of your counsels now. They shall 
be regarded as confidential, if you chuse, or otherwise. You 
are familiar with the negotiations, correspondence, &o 
between our government and Spain from 1805 to 1819, with 
regard to the boundaries of Louisiana under the treaty with 
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France. The effect of annexation on the interests (domestic 
and foreign) of our country, however, is the point to which 
public attention will be chiefly directed. The test will be 
practically applied, whether the compromises of the constitu- 
tion are to be regarded, or the union to be endangered by 
violating rights secured under the compact of 1787. 

Excuse this liberty, I beg you, and allow me to suluMiribe 
myself 

with sincere esteem and very high consideration 

Your friend &c 

Thomas W. Gilmku. 



JFrom li. M, T. Hunter, c. c. 

(Private) Loyds Essex Dec'. 19'** 1843 

My DEAR Sir Since my last to you I have learned from 
Washington from a source eivtirdy reliable^ that a treaty for 
the annexation of Texas will probably be submitted to the 
Senate this Winter. Nothing but Houston's refusal can pre- 
vent it (as I am informed) and it is supposed that he dare not 
refuse. He will probably impose the condition upon the 
Texian minister that there shall be a probability of its ratifica- 
tion in our Senate. Van Zandt the present representative of 
Texas in Washington is anxioiis for the treaty and will proba- 
bly be easy to satisfy that there is a chance for its ratification. 
These things I was requested to communicate to you conceal- 
ing the name of my authority which is entirely unneccessary 
as you will readily guess it. It is thought to be a matter of 
great importance by the administration, as I suppose it is, to 
do all that is possible to secure the Senate. Of the effects of 
such a measure both as to principles and men you will be 
better able to judge than I can be. It will l)e something if 
we can really make an issue with the antislavery feeling and 
arouse the public mind to its importance. Can this be done? 
will not the Presidential Election absorb it and will not Ritchie 
et id omne genus do all that they can to give the question the 
"go by" and divert public attention from it? If it could be 
made one of the real issues of the day I think I foresee many 
consequences to flow from it which will be interesting to you 
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in more than the public point of view. Would it not force 
you again upon the theatre of public action let the question 
terminate as it might? Could the South look to any other 
man to conduct it through such a crisis? 

I Icarn omlly that the Ritchie wing of the Democracy affect 
to be anxious for )'ou to be placed on the V B ticket as Vice 
President Some of their papers hint at the same thing. 
Perhaps I ought not to make any conjectures as to the mean- 
ing of all this. 1 am too remote from the active theatre of 
public affairs to form reliable opinions, but I suspect that 
there is no friendly design in these intimations. Benton 
and Wright would neither be willing to see you V P and 
Ritchie would not move against their wishes. He would not 
elect you if you really desired it, (which I am far from pre- 
suming to be the case) if he could in any other manner secure 
V B. The danger I fear is to bring down upon you the 
jealousies of the other aspimnts Johnson Buchanan Cass Polk 
&c &c and to prevent any combination between their friends 
and yours. The Y B men begin to be afraid that they have 
pushed things too far in the recent organisation. Speaker 
printer clerk and even doorkeeper — all, all have they grasped 
and now frightened at the prospect of reaction they wish to 
soothe your friends by an act of pretended friendship which 
will at this hour render all the candidates for the V Presi- 
dency and all the expectants of the Presidency after the next 
term more jealous of you than of V B. They have coquetted 
with Polk until they have killed him and now they strike at 
higher game. Perhaps after all these suspicions are too 
refined. It may be that they really desire such a combination 
to secure V B's reelection but I doubt them. 

The course of things in Washington has dispirited our 
friends at a distance very much. 1 have been asked the rea- 
son but having heard nothing from Lewis or Rh^tt since the 
conunenoement of the session I have nothing to give but sur- 
mises. I suppose that the friends of Buchanan and Johnson 
being unwilling to oppose the majority of the party in any- 
thing, our friends thought it useless and imprudent to make 
an unavailing contest and thus draw down upon themselves 
the whole odium of the division. 
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And yet as it is I fear their course has driven all the timid 
and wavering of our friends into the arms of Van Buren. 

Unless some explosion should take place in Congress to 
arouse the South I fear that V R will get the nomination from 
a convention constituted on his own terms and I suppose the 
resistance which ho will experienO/C in the party will be rather 
passive than active. Such seems to me to Ik) the proi^ont tend- 
ency of events. In this view of the case I look to the prolmbb 
future course of public affairs with deep despondency. I 
have struggled for the South and for what I believed to be 
the true interest of my native state, not long it is true but 
through the best years of my life and I have had an uphill 
time of it even at home. I have not regarded the difficulty 
on my own account but it is a source of the deepest mortifi- 
cation to me to see the hands into which Virginia is about to 
fall. 

I hope that your contemplated book goes bravely on and I 

assure you that I contemplate with the greatest pleasure the 

prospect of such a monument as I hope it^ will rear to your 

fame. 

Youra truly 

R M T Hunter 

The antislavery men in Washington are supposed to bo in 

entire ignorance of the move in relation to Texas. Nor are 

there more than two men in Congress informed of the real 

state of the cose. I mention these facts to you that you may 

be guarded in your communications to your friends. The 

Administration is anxious (I am informed) that nothing should 

be known of the movement in Washington until the Treaty is 

made. 



From F. IL Elmore} c. o. 

Columbia 9 Jany 1843 [1844] 
My Dear Sir I have just rec**. yours of the 3"*. inst for- 
warded to me from Charleston. I have not been to the city 
since I met Lieut. Calhoun. I was taken next day with grippe 

>The addrcn discuased in this and several subsequent letters is that which is pNntcd 
in Calhoun's Works, VI, 289-254. Ui>on it and the changes nuulu in it, see, besides the 
ensuing letters, those of Calhoun dated Doccmlier 22, 18-13, and January 16, 1841, in Part 
I, supra. 
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and prostmtcd for several days and since then have been here 
much engaged in private affairs, which have haA'rassed me 
exceedingly and incapacitated me for almost everything. 1, 
as soon as I was able to attend to it, inclosed your address to 
Co'. J'on, M*" Gourdin and M"" I^3'ce. The two latter only 
were in town. M"". Gourdin writes me that he took out and 
read lettere from Gen' M^'D and M"" Khett to me after reading 
your address which has been submitted to the Delegation. 
They approve your witliholding y'name from the Onvention 
and think you should publish the address with some modifica- 
tions — what he does not say. I have a letter from I^ewis of 
the same date as youra begging me earnestly, if your address 
is not published to stay till I hear from you as he had written 
very fully to you giving his views as to an important modifi- 
cation. J had in my letter to the Committee in Charleston 
taken the same view expressed by M' Lewis. I send you as 
he requests his letter, begging you to send it back to mo when 
you have read it — with your views. The address I expect to 
find in proof when I get down tomorrow. I wrote to M'. G. 
that 1 hojwd the Connnittee would be in the City by that time 
and we could have a meeting. His letter to me was dated the 
6***. and mine in reply went next day to him. He told me that 
M*" Boyce was the only one of the Committee in the City since 
he rec*. the address. He and M' Boyce seemed to express the 
same opinions that Lewis has stated so strongly. 

It will not I trust be out of place to express to you the 
impression made on my mind in one respect by the address. 
It is liable to be used by M"". V B.'s friends to your disad- 
vantage with the party and to be made the means of holding 
you up as the cause of that defeat which the}*^ are bringing on 
themselves. You know there are some of their Leaders who 
hate you and who have the control of their pre>sses. No sense 
of justice or fairness will ro.stmin them and the fire you have 
I)ourcd out u|X)n their selfish unprincipled conduct and treach- 
ery they will convert into attacks on the Party, and before 
you and your friends can stem the torrent, they will have 
raised up such a current against j^ou, that )'ou will be dis- 
carded by thousands who are honest and who are truly your 
friends. The grounds you have taken in withdmwing your 
name from the Convention are such as your friends will sus- 
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tain in all thoir extent if you decide on them — and yet I think 
they would as far as 1 have the means of ascertaining, be more 
pleased that you should take a course which will not endanger 
you with the mass of khe Democratic Party — one which will 
give you all the strength of your present course without sub- 
jecting you to any fair or plausible charge of liaving broken 
them down. The ground Lewis suggests I confess strikes me 
as the best and under my present opinions 1 think it would 
give you a position of great power — perhaps the intire Con- 
trol of the matter. 

Jj\ Calhoun in some sort misapprehended me in one partic- 
ular — the Tariff proceedings were only a part of developnicnls 
subsequent to your writing which I thought might have com- 
. manded your attention — the Abolition and Texas questions 
were also referred to. They are every day assuming so 
important a position in politics, and the Course of certain of 
our professed friends has been such that they or the first of 
tliem at any i*ate, I thought should have been treated of in 
your address. 1 intended to have written to you next day, 
but the attack I was subjected to was first confined to my head 
and eyes and was so painful and depressing that I was unable 
to do anything and fearing too' much delay as soon as I was 
able I inclosed the papers to the Committee for their action. 
This was prevented by the intire absence of the Committee. 

I go down in the morning. A few days more- will make no 
great difference and if I don't hear from you in consequence 
of Lewis' letter, (which I suppose you have had before this,) 
when I get down, I will propose to the Committee to wait even 
a few days more, having the address in type to be reiwly the 
moment we hear from you for any course. 

I write this immediately on receiving yours and M"". Lewis' 
lettei*s to night, after a day of much fatigue and in so desul- 
tory a way as nothing but the urgency of the occasion will 
excuse. 

If M'. Clemsen is with you do say to him I will answer his 
letter from Charleston. 
Youi-8 truly 

F. II. Elmore. 
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0. C. 

From V, IL Elmore, 

Jany 13, 1844 

My Dear Sir I have but a moniont to drop you a line. 1 
will endeavor to morrow or next day to do more. 

I was detained a day in Columbia longer than 1 expected 
when 1 wrote you by indinposition. I got down in miserable 
weather. I found no members of the Committee in Town 
except M'. Bailey, Gourdin, Boyce and Frost. Gen* Hamilton 
was here and I met M' Bee on the road who told me of it. I 
saw him immediately, and last night we got all we could of 
the Committee with Gen. Hamilton, M'. Furman, Mazyck and 
[Prioleau?] together and read your address. They were told 
of M'. Lewis Letters and there were before them some rec**. 
from other quarters. I send you one from M'. Campbell,* and 
one from Gen' Green. From M^'Duffie and Khett we also 
heard. The substance of their lettera was that beyond the So 
Ca Delegation and a very few othei*s,to nominate and run you 
ags*. the Baltimore Convention w**. produce such an irrecon- 
cileable breach with the Democrats that you would lose many 
very many of them who are warmly and truly youi*s. That 
you would lose in all respects a position which may yet be one 
of controlling power even on the adjustment of the Tariff at 
this Session. They do not say so but from the tenor of their 
letters I think both of them w**. nither that you should post- 
pone the publication of your address until the Course of the 
party shall be more definitely fixed. 

Of 3'^our friends here, none will fail to stand up to what- 
ever Course you adopt. If you publish at once or postpone — 
as it is or with alterations I believe you maj'^ count on their 
standing by you. At the same time, however, they direct me 
to say to you that they feel a great i-eluctance to your taking 
any position, which is not necessary, that will cut you off 
from the next Canvass. They partake greatly of the feeling 
of M' Campbell. They think if any act of Providence should 
before the election open a way to the Presidency for you, 
that you should not by any step not absolutely called for, put 
a barrier in your way. That if M' V B is defeated, as he in 

I rrcMimnbly John A. Campbell of OcoikIo. SoohisloUeriof NovcmbcrTOand December 
20, 1847, Tpo^* 
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all probability will 1x5, that to you the party will surrender, 
if you have not before hand made that impossible — that in 
your hand they may be purified and victorious and that you 
with them may restore the purity of the Government. Under 
these Circumstances, five of the seven present, and Royce to 
day added his vote, concurred in directing me to say to you 
that if you could reconcile to youi*self to decide not to pub- 
lish at present your i*easons, but simply to withhold your 
name from the Convention, promising or not your reason 
hereafter, and stating that you would be governed by circum- 
stances hei*eafter in their conduct as to your support of the 
Party, that it would perhaps be liest. But as I stiid before, 
if you say otherwise the paper will be. ready for the pre,ss the 
moment you say so. 

If it is to be published they also suggest that you allow 
some of those portions which may be considered as bearing 
to strongly on individuals and the party where it will not 
weaken or alter the argument, and may prevent the miscon- 
ceptions that your enemies will endeavor to circulate that 
your feelings have influenced your Courae. The instance 
you alluded to as to M'. Tazwells remark is one — there is one 
or two which M'. Wright might feel and make the excuse for 
arraying hostility in the mnks of the party ag' you. Will 
you My Dear Sir pardon us for the freedom we take and give 
some discretion to such of your friends here as you may des- 
ignate to do this for you? I know it is a delicHte jxiint in us 
to interpose, but you may rest assured that it is only the 
strongest friendship that would venture to ankfor nuch retipon- 
siMlityj and 1 would far mther that you should blame us than 
the hopes of the wliole South and the Countrys welfare should 
be destroyed or even endangered. I nuist confess that the 
comparisons of opinions last night and the letters we have 
have even made me more fearful of the result and more anx- 
ious that you should think again before it is too late, if this 
movement may not be pretermitted or at least postponed. 
1 remain as ever Yours truly 

F. H. Klmoue 

P. S. On one point more I was directed to say a word. If 
the Treasury Dept. is in a proper way tendered to you, that 
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you might accept it. By a proper way Is understood such a 
way as would put the Gov^ in your control. A year is a short 
lease, but in that time you could do much to give spread to 
your principles, exhibit your policy, see, and give consistency 
to the action of your friends — in short prepare a harvest here- 
after without violating any of the rules you have prescribed 
for youi*self as a public man. 



0. o. 

Frmii Kusiis Prescott. 

New Orleans 15***. Janr^ 1844. 

My Dear Sir You will undoubtedly ere this have seen the 
proceedings of our State convention, declaring that the first 
choice of the people of this state for President, is M' Van 
Buren; my object in now addressing you is to express my 
firm conviction that such is not the fact, altho it is very diffi- 
cult to ascertain popular feeling in so scattered a population, 
and 1 nm confident that conventions are rarely fair exponents 
of the public will. One fact I have ascertained, that you are 
the first choice of a majority of the Democratic members of 
the Legislature, but I fear they have committed themselves 
by l)ccoming members of this convention. 

I have deprecated its action from the first, but could not 
persuade your friends, many of whom are as warm in their 
attachment to you as myself, from taking part in it. From 
the onset I have urged an appeal to the people in the Con- 
gressional Districts to elect delegates for each direct, to the 
National convention, but some of our friends could not be 
induced to deviate from the former practice of the Jwirty, 
and a few of them are Delegates, — instructed to cast their 
vote first for M' V B and next for you. 

The only good which the Convention has done for us, is an 
unanimous declaration in favor of our principles, and instruct- 
ing the delegation to sustain them in the convention; if they 
do this manfully, as 1 know some of them will, it may pro- 
duce discord, and change the aspect of affairs. I am satisfied 
that there is no cohesion between Northern and Southern 
Democrats, and that the friends of Free Trade will ultimately 
have to rally under their own flag, when they will receive 
iiiST 99 — VOL II 58 
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important Btrongth from etisteni whig.s, tm well as many, in 
tho south and wost. 

I havo taken some pains to ascertain the feeling in the par- 
ishes; in one, M' V B had a majority of otie, in a gcneml 
meeting of the party, in another twOy and in a third Jhuvj but 
in very few parishes was there even this test. . . . 

Believe me to remain My Dear Sir Very sincerely your 
Obed* Serv* 

Eusiis Prescoit 



From li, M, T, Hunter, c. c. 

Ix)yds Essex Jan^ 19"\ 1844 
My DifiAR Sir I was very glad to i^eceive your last letter 
and you were right in your conjecture as to the cause of my 
silence. I had so little that was pleasant to tell you that I had 
not the spirit to write. I did not go on to Washington to see 
your letter because I could not well leave home at that time 
and I supposed that it was in any event to be published as 
written. I am so remote from the scene of action that I 
should scarcely confide in my own opinion uix)n a subject of 
so much impoi*tance as that of your letter. I was not sur- 
prised to learn that you have refused to place your name 
before the Baltimore Convention. In your strictures upon 
its probable organisation I have no doubt but that I should 
concur. The course of the New York Democmts in the 
present congress deserves to be damned by every honest man 
in tho.country but I fear your motives would be misconstrued 
should you give utterance to such sentiments. Upon this 
matter however I cannot judge without seeing the letter as I 
know language to be the most llexible of human instruments 
as I have often heard you say and I know also that you have 
a mode of delivering truth without offending otliei*s which is 
almost peculiar to yourself. But I confess that I think it 
safest and most prudent that in this letter you should not 
give utterance to the idea of running a separate ticket for 
yourself. Under present circumstances I fear that as against 
the nominee of the Convention such a ticket would not receive 
{I tithe of the votes of those who really prefer you. In this I 
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limy err. I am not woU informed as to the state of public 
sentiment and your judgment is much better than mine. You 
doubtless have considered the question. But 1 should dislike 
very nuich to see your name before the people and the state 
of S^ Carolina alone voting for you. Your popularity is 
worth preserving not only for your own sake but for that of 
the South. To whom else shall we look for a defender? 

In the Congressional district in which I live we have suc- 
ceeded so far in preventing the party from pledging itself to 
the nominee of the Baltimore Convention. But it is the only 
district in the state in which your friends have made an 
approach to a successful fight. How long they will hold out 
here I cannot tell as the people are fast coming to the conclu- 
sion that Af V IVs nomination is inevitable. In this state 
some of the leaders amongst your friends may hold off but 
the masH I think incline to support the nominee, not bemuse 
he is the nominee of the Baltimore Convention but from their 
' desire to defeat Clay. At the same time I believe that they 
will hold aloof from the Baltimore Convention. In our state 
Convention in Feb^ next the V B men will probably propose 
a pledge to support the nominee of the B Conven". as a test of 
Democratic fellowship. If so there will be a split in the 
party in this state. Most of your friends will refuse any 
such pledge and attack the organisation of that convention. 
In that event a separate ticket will probably be* run in this 
state. I was in llichmond ten days since. Some of the first 
young men in the state are warmly your friends — undecided 
as yet as to a separate ticket, but determined to refuse a 
pledge to the nominee should an attempt be made to exact it. 
Amongst these are Seddon ^ Giles (a son of W*" B Giles) and 
Corbie. Scott is an older man active able and zealous. Seddon 
I think inclines to a split. He says he would not propose it 
becaase he feai*s it would be fatal to your future prospects 
and he thinks it a question for your own decision only. 
Should you be willing to risk it he would not hold back. I 
have promised to attend the state convention. Our course js 
as yet undecided except as to refusing the pledge to sustain 
the Baltimore convention no matter how organised. Gordon 

>8oo his letter of February 5, 1S44, jhuL 
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and Taylor I am told will give such a pledge but your friends 
generally will not do it. We hope to have a general consul- 
tation amongst our friends at that time. Should the attempt 
be made to force this pledge from us we shall issue an address 
to the people of Virginia. Jt will bo prcpjired for this con- 
tingency. M*" llitchio is very angry and very arbitrary 
towards us at least his conduct would . I 

should be veiy glad to hear from you before this convention. 
To meet me in time your letter ought to be directed to me 
at Richmond under cover to James A. Seddon who will take 
care of it should it arrive before or after the Convention. 
Our friends in the V*. legislature will move resolutions on 
the subject of the Tariflf, the 21*'. rule and the negro petitions 
from the District of Columbia. 1 advised them to do so at 
once. They will move them without previous consultation 
with the V B democrats in Caucus. So much do they distrust 
them. Queries will probably be sent to M*" V B to ascertain 
his opinions upon the course of the N York Democrats in the 
present Congress. 

Yours sincerely 

11 M T IIUNTEU. 



Froia\faine% Gadsdeti, c. c. 

• 

Charleston S C Jany 27-1844 
My Dear Sir 1 have for the last 4 weeks been absent from 
the City on a visit to Florida. On my return on the 24 inst 
I heard for the fii*st time the position in which you have been 
placed. If not anticipated, it was* not unexpected. 1 have 
been among the few in this state, who have for the last 12 
months looked upon the movements made on the political check 
board with very great distrust. Your resignation from the 
Senate I considered a mistake. To trust Van Buren and his 
corps of political plunderers was a still greater mistake, but 
to consent to go into convention with his division of assumed 
Democrats was a fault. The issue has been, as I expected, 
and how for us advocates of Free Ti-ade to get back to the 
position we occupied some 12 or 18 months since I confess 
is beyond my ken. Prospects ^hen looked encoumgiug. 
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We bad a little band united and moving onward. But in an 
evil bour, You retired from tbe onl}' position in wbich you 
could tben aid our cause and tbe one you bad so long battled 
foi* — and by intimating a willingness to ally witb Traitors we 
bave or may be made to suffer from tbeir treacber}'. Indeed 
our Position is delicate. Professing to be Democrats we are 
accused of desertion of party; and tbat because we cannot 
carry our (]!andidatc. Wbatever tbe eniigbtened may tbink, 
tbe Mass believe tbat no otber motive actuates Carolina but 
to carry bcr favourite, and tbat disappointed in securing his 
nomination before tbe Democratic convention, is tbe solo 
motive for refusing, if we do, going into tbat convention. 
You will understand me, I speak of wbat I bear, and baving 
mingled mucb among tbe citizens Soutb and West of late, I 
bear tbe above asserted in all quarters. It would not deter 
me bowever, any more tban I know it will not you, for still 
adbcring to our principles let tbe impugningof motives be wbat 
tbcy may. But in adbering to we wisb to see tbese principles 
triumpb, and baving got a cbeck of late, it becomes a question 
of moment bow can we recover our lost ground. Again rally 
our little Spartan band and move onward once more for 
victory. 

As tbings now stand, we bave notbing to do witb tbe Presi- 
dential Election. Clay will be successful — but be is our open 
opponent. Van we cannot trust, and ougbt not to contribute 
to bis success. Indeed our cause will ultimately be safer in 
bis defeat tban bis election. Success will now secure tbe 
power to a party, indeed 1 may call it a faction, wbo bave no 
principle to contend for: and wbo as you once said are bold 
*'togctluM* by tbe attractive cohesion of plunder." Alliance 
with them is death, tbeir defeat is necessary to the ultimate 
triumph of our cause. But to succeed even hereafter, we 
must keep our force embodied and in tbe field, and encouraged 
witb tbe hope yet of victory. To do this we must bave a 
rallying point, and it is witb no motive to flatter tbat on you 
and you alone can we rally or depend. You must return tben 
to the Senate — There to keep before the Comnmnity and tbe 
Government our principles — and not permit our forces to be 
distributed between Clay and Vanburen, because they have 
no hope. It has been intimated tbat sh** Spencera place as 
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Sec^ of Treas^ bo vacated, the tender will be made to you. 
Should this be the Case, I hope you will not hesitate in 
accepting. The Sec'^ of the Treasury is at this time the Gov- 
ernment. It is the place of all others which would enable 
you to bring before our People in bold relief those principles 
of free Trade for which we are contending. The shortness of 
Tylers administration may be an objection — not giving time 
for such a report and its circulation as would and must awaken 
the People of the U S. to their true interests. A People of 
all others most deeply interested in the success of free Ti*ade. 
A Long session however, which now seems inevitable — would 
give you an opportunity and as Sec^ of the Treasury, with 
the whole government as completely at your disiX)sul, us if 
you were President, you might, ere a new administration 
comes in make Such an impression as to force either who 
may obtain power to come to our principles. I really hope 
you may take the view I do, of this all engrossing subject, 
and will not reject the opportunity and the position, which 
seems to me of all others at this crisis best calculated to 

m 

restore our forces to the place they have lost and to i*ally us 
with renewed hope and confidence in an ultimate triumph. 
If you do not^ — if you are resolved to remain in retirement, I 
fear nothing that you can do — no Manifestos or no communi- 
cation from Pendleton will stir us up, but despairing, many 
like you will go into retirement, while others wanting fiiiimcss 
to fit the high places they occupy, will i-ally under a pretended 
democracy and join the assumed Whigs. We Free Tmders 
will literally have no party and no leader, and without an 
army and a General what cause can expect to triumph. I have 
my Dear Sir for 18 months past looke[d] with such distrust on 
events and movements, that I have rather avoided taking any 
part in the political movements: and fearing what now seems 
inevitable, I was unwilling to be committed to a supix)rt of a 
Man in whom I never have had any trust, or to a party which 
he professes to represent. Indeed it did seem to me as if 
some of our friends were blindly Htua'iiicing every thing for 
which they professed to buttle. If with present prospects 
we must disband and await future times to rally, the cuuse of 
Fi'ee Trade is dead, and I must confess that if we have not 
the Spirit to resist the oppressive exactions on our industry 



/ 
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by the selfiHh restrictionists of the Countiy, I for one would ^ 

convert these exactions to my benefit by demonstrating to the 
North that we have advantages in manufacturing &c fully 
equal to theirs: and that we may be both producers and man- 
ufacturers and enjoy the protection on both. But to return 
to the subject which has elicited these remarks — Let me have 
your views as to the future and say how or by what means 
are the Free Traders to be kept together and encouraged in 
future efforts in their cause if they have no rallying Point — 
No incentives to future action. To you we look, and I really 
hope that should M"" Tyler acknowledge his inability to 
govern, by virtually resigning the Government, you will not 
decline administering it — if it be but for the brief space of 
12 months. It will give you time, at all events, to throw 
before the Public and in an official fonu, something to think 
on, which must produce action: and will at least prove to the 
nations abroad that there is a party and no inconsiderable one 
who will mlly with them in the great cause. You well said 
once ** Names are nothing things every thing." The Secre- 
tary of Treasury at this crisis is virtually the President, in 
the hands of one who understands the present condition of 
our Country and who comprehending its great interests 
will promote them without regard to sectional and selfish 
influences. 

With a hope of hearing soon from you I remain as ever 
Your friend 

Jamks Gadsden 



*Fr(vin Francis W/uirton, o. o. 

Philadelphia, February !■•, 1844. 
My dear Sir, You will receive by the present mail, or at 
all events very soon, the Febiniary number of the Democratic 
Review. ^ I have just glanced over the leading article, about 
which 1 have already spoken to you, but I can scarcely put it 
into your hands without expressing my sense of the inadequacy 
and feebleness of the tribute it bears. It may be of some use, 
however, among the class of politicians who have eyes, and 

1 Rcc Cfilhoiiii'd IcttcrN to WImrton, ol February 4 nnd 22, in IMrt 1, imjmh 
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see not, and hearing, but do not undei*stand. It may be that 
a few even of the narrowest of the Albany politicians, may 
be led to read it for the sake of the magazine in which it is 
contained, and m^y thus be obliged to stare full in the face at 
opinions from which they have always hidden and skulked. 
I hope and trust, and I take it that my trust is not in vain, 
that the day will soon come when hiding and skulking will 
be over. The worst sign I see now, is Mr. Buchanan's 
equivocations, both about the tariff and the presidency. The 
great danger is that a few designing manufacturers in this 
city and in the coal district, will succeed in placing the repub- 
lican party in the state in a false attitude. Such a stop would 
be attended with consequences almost fatal to our ultimate 
success, more however, from its retiction on the South, than 
from its local bearings. I am afraid that the friends of free 
trade in the South, — the true friends, by which I mean yrm?' 
friends, — will become disgusted with the vacillations and 
ignorance of many of our northern leaders, and will 
refuse to act in concert with them in matters of general pol- 
icy. Be assured that a sevemnce of the republican party 
will be now fatal. There is not one of our great measures 
which we can carry if we refuse to accept of the (jualified 
aid of even the regency politicians. They offer us their 
hand under the proviso that they are not to go beyond a cer- 
tain mark. Let us seize hold of it and see whether when we 
once get them out of their ambush, we may not couimit them 
to the whole figure. M*" Van Buren himself is susceptible of 
being forced, on a great emergency, to go all lengths, as the 
sub-treasury measure showed. Let us get him out of his hole, 
and then when he is fairly uncovered, he will have to fight 
fairly, or run away. If he runs away, his aposfau'^y will be 
notorious, and he will leave us the possession of the field un- 
disputed, without the incumbrance of the feeble and treacher- 
ous alliance he has lately professed. If he really fights, he 
will fight in our cause, and for mir victory. I aui most anxious 
to see your expected letter. I trust and believe that nothing 
in it will have the tendency to exaspemte the Northern section 
of the party. Withdrawal from the Baltimore convention I 
think is right, but I am most anxious tliat it should be such a 
withdi*awal as will conciliate, and not repel, the aid of the 
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Democratic party in the North for the subsequent campaign. 
M'V. B. is lost already — Pennsylvania is tottering, — the South 
is gone. If we kick him now, never will the jackalls who are 
awaiting the reorganization of the kitchen cabinet forgive us. 
I look upon the next election as his state f uncml, and at such 
a ceremony, our attitude should be such as to avoid unneces- 
saiy oflfencc to the mouiTiers who will attend his interment. 
1 , cannot forbear therefore, repeating my hope, — a hope in 
which your friends hero, — I wish tJiey wore as man}' as they 
are warm, — ^join to a man, that your position for [the] present 
may be such as to give the venomous and feelings 

of the Albany politicians no f [ield of exer]cise. If we would 
use them, as we hope to do, we [must] avoid ruffling them. 
With great respect, I am Yours &c 

Francis Wharton 



From Benjamin F. Porter} c. c. 

Tuscaloosa 5 Feb. 1844. 
Dear Sir, I have been wishing for some time to address 
you, but desired, first, to see what couree would be taken by 
your friends in this and other states. The tame submission 
of many uix)n whose firmness I relied much, to the action of 
the Convention, in Alabama, has given a plain indication of 
what may be expected in the courae of the Baltimore conven- 
tion. Had I been in this Convention, I would have fiiinly 
called upon your friends to secede, and led the way. But the 
resolutions of the Van Buren men to coerce, while still pi'e- 
tending to conciliate, to deceive us with frankness, were too 
well concocted to admit of opposition. You may have per- 
ceived that some of your friends in the convention, from 
different parts of the State, were selected as delegates and 
electora. I could have received this favor if 1 had chosen to 
connect it with promises of ucxjuicscence in the action of the 
Convention: that is, take a Calhoun appointment with Van 
Buren instructions. I was sorry to see your friends submit- 
ting to this course. I should have indignantly rejected it" 

1 ncnjnmiii K. I'ortor, born Iti South Carolina, wiik a proniincut lawyer In Alabama. 
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The whole matter has, however, settled down to this, that 
Alabama must vote for M' Van Buren. This proposition 
settles another, to wit, that after M" Van Buren, she is lK)und 
to tlie succession of M** Benton. I know the men here so 
well, who have originated and passed this affair, I know so 
pei*fectly the ti*ain of circumstances and motives and opinions 
of those concerned, as to see that this event is arranged. 

Your friends here will take different steps. Some will sup- 
port M" Clay as the only course t6 secure a healthy action in 
Alabama: Some will remain neutral: Some support M' Van 
Buren. Whatever direction I may give my own efforts, I 
pray you be assured, I shall neither abate a tittle of the gen- 
eral principles upon which I have endeavoured to extend your 
popularity in Alabama, nor cease to admire your public and 
private character. 

The state of things in this state I have more than once 
endeavoured to inform you of; you will imderstand me when 
I say, the connection of one person with the Van Buren ticket, 
has effected these results. The men who to day reject you 
for M' Van Buren, will to morrow set you aside for M'* Jtenton. 
Self interest is a powerful lever in the actions of men: And 
impels them to do. often what conscience condenms. Fore- 
seeing, as I think, the arrangements made here for the future, 
I shall feel it my duty to mingle with any honorable opposition 
to defeat it; looking to the virtue of the people, under the 
direction of Providence for the success of those main princi- 
ples, on which rest the safety of our common Country. 

For the kindness with which you have received my sugges- 
tions, I return my grateful thanks. My communications have 
been governed by motives of patriotism: And 1 hoi>e the day 
is not distant when my Country will feel the same enthitsiasm 
in the prospect of your elevation, that I do. 

I need not say that this letter is considered due to ni}' pre- 
vious professions in your favor; and is written in the same 
confidence with which you have received my othei*s. 
Very respectfully Your Obt Sevt 

Benj. F. Poktek 
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From Jcmves A, Seddon,^ o. o. 

Richmond February 6"* 1844 

Dear Sir Tho' not honored with your personal acquaint- 
ance I am induced to trespass on your indulgence in aC'Cord- 
ance with the request of M"" R. M. T. Hunter for the purpose 
of giving a brief explanation of the course pursued by your 
fnends in the late V* Convention and the motives which 
induced it. This duty I am aware could have been much 
more appropriately and ably discharged by that Gentleman 
himself but that circumstances compelled him to leave the 
city before an opportunity was afforded him of CJommuni- 
cating with you except by a hasty letter. Premising that 
however unknown, in profound appreciation of your abilities 
and virtuoH and in sincere devotion to the great principles of 
whicli you are alike the best exponent and ablest Champion, T 
yield to no friend or adherent you have in this State, I shall 
proceed on my assumed duty in a Spirit of tho fullest candor 
and freedom. 

Your late letter reached hero only the day before the ses- 
sion of our convention and it was* immediately given the grave 
and anxious considciiition of all your leading friends who had 
then reached the City. It was immediately perceived that 
the Juncture had amved, when some decisive line of policy 
must be adopted, for th^ guidance of our friends in the 
approaching contest for the Presidency, and that on us had 
devolved the grave responsibility of determining it. With 
the noble boldness which has ever characterized your public 
Career, you had struck a heavy blow against the wretched 
system of Party organization and packed Conventions, by 
which public opinion had been so long, at tho will of selfish 
cliques of interested ^mrtizans, either manufactured or smoth- 
ered, but at the same time with no less generosity , had left to 
your friends the option of taking such course as they might 
deem under the circumstances most advisable. Even before 
the receipt of your letter we had become satisfied, and the 
report of our country friends as they came in confirmed the 

1 Jaracfl A. Scddon (1815-1880) wan Biibucquctitljr n member of Congrcm from Vlrgrlnla, 
1845-47 nnd 1849^1, a member of the Peace Convention of 1861, and of the Confederate 
Congrcn, and Secretary of War in tho Confederate Qovemment from 1862 to 1866. 
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conviction that for the present the arts and machinery of 
party leaders here as in niany other States of the Union had 
proved too strong for the cause of Truth and Merit, and that 
to persist in presenting your name as a Candidate for the 
Presidency at the next Election would almost certainly result 
in present failure and the utter sacrifice of your future pros- 
})ects of enlisting the whole Republican Party. It was I 
believe certainly true that your friends held in this State at 
least the balance of power and might had they deemed it wise 
or politic have prevented the vote of V*. from being cast for 
any other Republican Candidate — more they could not do, nor 
indeed could they have mllicd one half of those who really 
entertained a decided preference for you over all Competitors, 
for such under the working of a corrupt System of party organ- 
ization established for many years were the influences of hope 
and fear and the apprehensions of distraction and defeat, art- 
fully induced and pressed on the minds of the people, that in a 
*^ triangular contest," a large proportion of 3'our friends would 
have been seduced or drawn from your support to that of the 
competitor sanctioned by the corrupt usages of the part}'. 
Such a result, deemed by us inevitable, would have l)cen most 
unfortunate both for your own future pros^^ects, with the jiro- 
motion of which the best interests of the Country are identified, 
and the State rights party of which you are the acknowledged 
leader. Ever afterwards, that result would have been con- 
sidered as exhibiting the strength both of 3'oui*self and your 
cause, and such conviction however untrue would have been 
productive alike of mortification and of serious mischief in 
the future struggles of parties. It wtis not to be disguised 
either that notwithstanding the truckling and disgmceful 
course so justly rebuked by you of a portion of the Northern 
Democmts on the questions vital to the South of the Tarifl and 
Abolition, a great majority of your friends in this State 
thought much was to be gained in a (;ontest lietween AP Clay 
and any Demoi*i*atic Candidate by the election of the latter, 
and much reluctance was felt to pressing any third Candidate, 
even yourself, to the extent of destroying the ascendancy of 
the Democratic party and ensuring the triumph of the Whigs. 
We all felt likewise that in the event of your being pressed 
as a Candidate and the Democratic party sustaining defeat, the 
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whole odium of the result would be dextrously cast on you 
and your friends and your own weight and efficiency in the 
party as well as the great good to be obtained by the whole 
Country from your future elevation would be utterly lost — 
perhaps forever. Neither we your friends, nor the South 
could endanger or sacrifice you, for so long as you remain as 
a rallying point and stand ready as a leader we can inspire 
apprehensions and enforce respect and protection of our 
rights. Wo also felt that under the stalwart blow you had 
given to the oligarchy of political Intriguers and their infa- 
mous MacJiincry, they must totter, and that if time wore 
given for the inculcation of the views of your letter, sanc- 
tioned by the full weight of your character as one of the 
undoubted leaders of the party, and weakened by no suspi- 
cion of personal ends, and especially if the whole prostituted 
press of the Party (the Richmond Enquii'er among them) 
could be muzzled against attack upon them or their author, 
they must be in another contest with you as a leader, utterly 
subverted. This was an end of immense importance, involv- 
ing restoration of pui'ity in the practical exercise of the 
elective franchise and release from infamous party thraldom 
to the country and ourselves, and to attain it, we were willing 
to make some sacrifice. 

All these considerations, as you will readily perceive my dear 
Sir, inclined most of your friends to acquiesce in the pain- 
ful necessity of relinquishing for the present the cherished 
hopes of elevating you for the Presidency, but opposed to 
such a* course were all the predilections of our nature; our 
deep and ardent admiration of your talents, our devotion to 
your principles and Chamcter. In this struggle I for one and 
many others with mo were willing to have risked all, cheer- 
fully i-esigned every personal aspiration and be content to fall 
battling for our principles and our choice, and would have 
done so but that similar considei*ations themselves forbade 
that we should by abase of your own generous permission to 
use your name peril the ultimate attainment of the destiny 
for which you were intended and cut off all the immense 
advantages to the South and the union which we believe would 
result from your administration of the government at a future 
day. These latter considemtions, I believe I may safely 
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assure you alono prevailed with the mass of your friends, 
whose feelings might else have proved too strong for the sole 
convictions of Judgment. 

In accordance with the views above were the resolves of a 
meeting of j^our friends Delegates to the Convention and mem- 
bers of the Legislature, held at my rooms on the night of the 
receipt of your letter. They determined to attend the Con- 
vention and when there to require and obtain the adoption 
and recognition in full of the soundest State rights principles 
upon all the questions in agitation in the Country (including 
the Tariff and abolition questions) as constituting the creed of 
the whole party in the State, and that such principles in all 
their extent should be pressed with all the iniluence of V* on 
the whole party of the Union. That those principles having 
been fully sanctioned, we should withdraw your name as our 
Candidate and issue an address (sepamte from that of the Con- 
vention) announcing our solemn convictions against the pro- 
posed constitution and organization of the National Conven- 
tion and assailing it in the ablest manner we could, but at the 
same time consenting not to press the decision of that issue at 
this time in consequence of the danger of division to the party 
and success to our opponents thereupon. In this address, we 
also deteimined to rest our support of the Candidate of the 
Ilepublican Paity not upon the nomination, but treating that 
as an objection, upon its apparent necessity under the peculiar 
circumstances of the tinie, provided we could fool assured by 
the pledges of the Candidate or the action of those who sup- 
ported and nominated him that by his election we sliould pro- 
mote the principles expounded in the resolutions of tlie Con- 
vention. These wishes of your friends were frankly made 
known by a Committee appointed for the purpose to the lead- 
ing adherents of M"*. V. Buren, and they were received in a 
spirit of ready acquiescence that disclosed the seriousness of 
their previous apprehensions. An infoimal understanding was 
then had that our resolutions avowing the principles of the party 
should be adopted fully. That no pledges to sustain tlie Con- 
vention or vote for the Nominee should be exacted. That our 
address should be issued and opposition to the Convention 
aroused without severance of the party, Exclusion from its 
communion, or censure imputed to the principles of youi* let- 
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tor, — Your coui*se or our own. Upon this basis, the proceed- 
ings of the Convention wore concluded smoothly and harmoni- 
ously. Our demands were complied with and in effect we 
controlled tho' we could not conmiand the Convention. At 
the same time the best spirit prevailed, especially toward 
yourself. The merit of your withdrawal and the sacrifice 
made by your friends redounded to your elevation in the con- 
' fidence and affections of the whole party. The secret feelings 
of many, heretofore smothered by party influences, burst 
forth in your favor, and with it cooperated, tho gratitude of 
M' V B's blindest partizans, so that I am thoroughly con- 
vinced at no previous time have you ever been more securely 
fixed in the esteem and confidence of the Republican Party of 
Y\ This fortunate state of things must daily be enhanced. 
Your friends, constituting most of tho speakers of the party, 
will condu(*i (iis indeed all the llepublican speakers from the 
adoption of tho resolutions by tho Convention will be forced 
to do also) tho canvass on your Principles. Your authority, 
your arguments must be duly avouched and familiarized to 
the people, and now that all personal motives of detraction are 
removed, your chaiTicter will bo more highly appreciated and 
your services and labors more justly estimated than ever here- 
tofore. From all these causes many just auguries may be 
adduced of the course of future events, and if the firm resolves 
and best exertions of a host of able friends can aid their reali- 
zation, they shall certainly be so wrought out as to fill the 
measure of your honors, which now fall short only of your 
fame. To yourself who have already done enough for glory 
to your name and state this may be a matter of comparative 
indifference, but to your friends, it nmst constitute a matter 
of deep anxiety and lively anticipation, and to none more 
truly than to 

Youi*s with Sentiments of unfeigned esteem 

James A Seddon 



Frorn Ii» 3t. T, Hunter. c. c 

Lloyds Essex County Feb^ 6 1844 
My dear Sir I addressed you a hasty note before leaving 
Richmond to advise you in part of the motives of your friends 
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in tho V* Convention, lioforo this reaches you I hope you 
will have seen our address as it is expected to appear in the 
llepubliain this morning. Your letter nmcliod us the morn- 
ing before the Convention in the Mercury. The stune paper 
contained an editorial taking your name from the head of its 
column and announcing the terms upon which the candidate 
of the Dem: party might receive the suffrages of S®. C*. So 
at least we undei*stood it. Under the circumstances to have 
nominated you would have been a great injustice as we 
believe to your fame and popularity. Such a ticket woukl not 
have received near all of those who really prefer you. To have 
assumed a neutral position would have disbanded your friends. 
The mass would have divided, some voting for Clay but more 
voting for V B or whoever is the candidate. The object was to 
take such a coui-se as we believed would most advance your 
popularity and our common principles. We. determined to 
issue an address taking our position against the Baltimore Con- 
vention, announcing our intention to support the candidate of 
the party if we could promote the principles of the Dem Rep 
party as announced in the resolutiana of our canvention wJiich 
you will perceive are good principles and leaving it undeter- 
mined what we would do in the other event. Such seemed to 
be the position of the Mercury, which seemed to us the true 
position. Our object was to drive the friends of M** V B as far 
[as] possible on the right line and to maintain and advance 
your popularity in the party. It was distinctly understood 
with Uitchie that there was to be no attack on you or your 
letter, and I publicly told him that if the issue should be dis- 
astrous to the South the respons^ibility would rest upon him 
and M' V B's southern friends who had insisted upon 
him. In the private meeting your friends determined upon 
preserving their organisation and upon prcscntirig your name 
immediately after the next presidential canvass was over 
witliout regard to conventions, unless they would give us 
such organisation as we claimed in justice. In the meantime 
we have determined to use every means to increase your 
strength and extend your popularity. Our object was to bring 
you in next time if you would permit it and to raise up a South- 
ern party upon true and Southern principles. You will see 
the bearing our address has upon this point. When the con 
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vcntion adjourned many very many of the supporters of 
V B assured us of their determination to support you next 
time. They said our course had strengthened you and that 
the party would be disgraced if it did not take you up on 
the next occasion. M** Ritchie assured me privately and in 
confidence that he had seen lately letters from V B which 
would satisfy me and the South as to his disposition upon 
every point. I did not see those letters and therefore cannot 
vouch for their existence. He pledged himself to use all the 
means short of actually renouncing V B to drive his friends 
to the right line of action and that he thought our course 
would be useful to this end. What he will do I know not. 
But we have a position in the party which will make it a mat- 
ter of political life or death with him to do so. Your friends 
I believe were actuated by a most sincere desire to raise your 
name and popularity and to preserve a position in which they 
c^uld defend your principles and the South. I do believe 
that our movement will make you the strongest man in Vir- 
ginia should it not be disapproved by yourself. We also con- 
sideixid it« effects upon the South and our principles, to 
have supported Clay would have been utterly inconsistent and 
ruinous, to have remained neutral would have destroyed the 
leaders and disbanded the mass of your friends, nothing was 
left us but to declare our determination to go in with the 
Democrats if we could promote our principles by doing so 
and to throw the responsibility of selecting V B upon those 
men in the North who have forced him upon us. What shall 
we effect b}'^ it? We shall put an end to such national conven- 
tions as have heretofore been organised. We have induced 
the whole party in V* to adopt the resolutions which express 
your principles, we have I believe greatly strengthened you 
in Virginia and 1 hope in the union and we have preserved a 
position in the mass which will enable us 1 think to force the 
quondam leaders to go on properly or else hreaJc them down. 
If M' Clay had been elected through the neutrality or with 
the active cooperation of your friends it would have been 
destruction to you and them. If he should now be elected 
the Dem party must rally upon you next time, at any 
rate we have a position in which we can better unite the South 
upon your principles. The movements as have [been] taken 
HIST 99 — ^VOL II 69 
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in all their attending circumstances have been amongst the 
most painful of my life — I need not say why. 1 never was 
more decided in my life as to tlie propriety of the course. 
The apprehension has been lest you should disapprove it. I 
most earnestly trust not Should you do so, my position 
will be painful indeed. In the meeting of our friends, I told 
them I was governed entirely by your public letter which 
they had seen and my own views of what was proper. 
That I did not even know what course you would desire us to 
pursue, but that I felt to run you under such circumstances 
would have been cruel injustice towards you. That I knew 
you would be perfectly willing to the sacrifice if you thought 
our common principles would be advanced by it. But ought 
we to be willing to ask such a sacrifice? I think they were 
all of opinion that such an idea was not to be entertained. 
You will perceive that your friends have prominent positions 
on the electoral ticket. I did not advise this course. But as 
every other in the private meeting seemed to think it highly 
important, I did not express my doubts. They offered me 
the post of elector which 1 dedined. They then appointed 
me an assistant without my knowledge. I left a letter in 
Richmond declining this also. My doubts were as to the 
chance of our prominent friends becoming real Y B men from 
the habit of defending him. But when it was determined to 
be important that they should take their posts I then sug- 
gested (and it was so understood) that your friends on the 
ticket would take the ground that the resolutions of the con- 
vention (expressing in fact your principles and drawn by your 
friends) should be held up as the paity creed, that the Whigs 
and their candidate should be attacked for their opposition to 
this creed and that the Dem Candidate should bo defended 
where he approached the creed more nearly than the Whig, 
and that no departure from it in him should [be] justified. 

Before seeing your letter I had prepared an address in the 
event that the V B should present as a test a resolution pledg- 
ing us to the nominee. They offered none such and in some 
respects it was changed. The arguments against the Balti- 
more Convention and on the true position of V*. was from my- 
self, the three first and the three or four last pages in the 
manuscript were from Seddon. After our course was taken 



LETTEB8 TO JOHN 0. OALHOUN. 981 

and shortly before the convention adjourned a letter reached 
Greenhow from Duff Green urging us to nominate you on a 
separate ticket. Our course had been previously taken, nor 
did we presume that he was acting under your advice as the 
Mercury had taken down your name and as we thought too 
that such an act would be ruinous to you, as it would close 
your political life under appearances which would do the 
greatest injustice to your real popularity and estimation 
amongst the people, and which would be false if taken by pos- 
terity (as they would bo) as evidences of your true strength 
and popularity. 

I shall look with great anxiety for a letter from you. if we 
have done wrong let us know it and if the error is of a char- 
acter to be repaired tell us how. If you should disapprove 
our course because you apprehend disastrous consequences to 
ouraclves wo are willing to meet them and encounter all the 
hasards. Should you disapprove however because you think 
the course may be injurious to you we should be grieved indeed. 
Our position was difficult and ^lainf ul. The exhibitions of 
feeling on the part of your friends were deep and nothing I 
believe restrained them but the fear of injuring you and the 
settled determination to make you the President next time 
should God spare you to us so long. If our course should be 
approved by yourself and friends elsewhere I believe we can 
do it. 

I am my dear Sir most truly yours 

R M T Hunter. 



From Friednch Ludwig von Roenne.^ c. c. 

Berlin Febiniary 18*** 1844. 

My dear Sir, M'. von Raumer, the celebrated historian, 
who will have the honor to hand these lines to you, is about 
to visit the United States. He is most anxious to make the 
acquaintance of one who stands so prominent in the United 

1 Frledrich Ludwlg von Roenne (1798-1885) wm Prunlan minister at Washington from 
1834 to 1843, arbitrator between Mexico and the United States in 1839 and 1840. He was 
president of the Handclsamt from 1844 to 1848, a member of the Frankfort Parliament In 
the latter year, German minister at Washington in the two years sncceeding, and after* 
wards a prominent member of the Pniasian Diet 
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States and whoso life must afford a double interest to an his- 
torian like M** von Raumer. I need not tell you that he is 
full of admiration for you — how could it be otherwise! The 
great kindness which you have always shown me, makes me 
hope, that you will kindly roceive M"" von Uaumer. My love 
and esteem for you will never cease, believe me ever most 
truly and sincerely 

your most obdt servt 

llOENNK. 



l^Vom George McDaffie^ c. c. 

Washington, 22»* Feb: 1844.* 
My dear Sir: Our friend Judge Huger, — as he will inform 
you by a letter which will go by the mail which carries this' — 
has come to a very decided conclusion in his own mind, that 
the political circumstances of the country are such as demand 
your services in the Senate. Prompted, therefore, by that 
perfect self-devotion to South Carolina and the whole coun- 
try, which has so prominently distinguished his course, he 
proposes to resign his seat immediately, if you will consent 
to take his place. He entertains no doubt that the Governor 
would appoint you, as a matter of course, upon being assured 
of your acceptance, and considers it your duty not to with- 
hold your services in the existing emergency, so deeply in- 
volving the interests of all the slave holding states on two 
great and vital questions. At his request I shall write to 
Governor Hammond confidentially on the subject, and shall 
expect an answer from him by the time yours may be re- 
ceived. I will add that I know that Judge Huger would feel 
it a personal gratification to be assured that such an arrange- 
ment would be agreeable to you. Permit me then to suggest 
that you at least go as faras to say, that if Judge Huger is 
deteimined to resign and the Governor should tender you the 
appointment, it will not be declined. We have a reasona- 
ble prospect of reducing the tariff very nearly to the avemge 

iQcorge McDuffle (aa to whom wo a noto to Calhoun'H letter of June 18, 1822) was ut 
this time Senator from South Carolina. 
* The accident on board the PrinceUm occurred this day. 
'On Calhoun'a reply, see his letter of March 5, 1844, In Part I, rapra 
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of the compromise, with specifio duties of 20s a ton on iron 

and 2s a hundred on suf^^r, as the only specific duties and no 

other above 30 pr ct on the foreign cost. My best respects 

to Mrs. C. and the family. 

Sincerely your friend: 

Geo: M^Duftir. 

r. S. Judge Iluger has been quite unwell for a week or 

ten days but is now much better. This matter should be 

kept secret of coui*so at present. 



From Francis W. Pickens. a c. 

Charleston 3. March 1844. 

Mr DEAR Sir I came here and found things in much con- 
fusion. I think your immediate friends in this city managed 
very badly, and the country gentlemen were very much excited 
(many of them being in to the races). I called a meeting or 
caucus to consult together. £lmore introduced resolutions — 
which 1 did not approve, and I moved a substitute and car- 
ried them. The main point of which was that I'S we should 
not go to the Bait. Con. and 2^. that your friends should dis- 
tinctly hold your name in reserve and under control, and that 
it might be our sacred duty to vote for 3'^ou finally. &c. &c. 
Upon consultation I found that we had to tamper a little at 
present as to the Convention, for fear small meetings would 
l)e forced up in places to appoint delegates as from the people 
&c. So we called a meeting of the Con. for the 18 March, so 
that we could gain time and the developements in Congress, 
and by then there would be no question as to our course in 
the State. It was suggested by Elmore that we might find it 
politic to go into Convention as to the f utui*e &c. but I said 
this was folly and they would laugh at us as their victims, and 
that our keeping out would produce no impression in two 
years time however much they might pretend to be offended 
now. 

The great difficulty was to get your name back again. You 
see the article in the Mercury yesterday (Saturday). It was 
presented to me and was drawn up to meet the general views 
of my resolutions in Caucus. It does so but with moi*e policy, 
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as they say to prevent a meeting in this city to be called imme- 
diately by Pinckney. They say the meeting is now killed, 
but I tell them if he calls one, let our friends attend and either 
move to lay on the table and adjourn or vote down the reso- 
lutions. I think there has been some bad moves and I hope 
it has been from bad judgement rather than from any thing 
else. M^Duffie has written that every thing will be done for 
us that we desire on the Tariff &c. So writes Rhett and 
Lewis. But Holmes writes differently. I fear M^Duffie has 
been imposed on. 

You see the dreadful accident at Washington and deaths.' 
I hear some of our members have written today here that I 
am to be offered a place in the Cabinet &c. — but of course 
this must be premature, and even if so, I shall refuse. 
In haste, but truly 

F. W. Pickens, 



From Oeorge McDuffi^} c. c. 

Washington, 5*^ March 1844. 
Mt DEAR Sir: 1 write this merely to say that I have had an 
interview with the President to day, at M'. Wise's request, 
on the subject of your acceptance of the appointment of Sec- 
retary of State. The President is very anxious that you 
should accept and come on immediately, as the Texas nego- 
ciation admits of no delay, and requested me to sa}'^ so to you. 
The moment you communicate your willingness to do so, your 
name will be sent in to the Senate, and I, therefore, wish you 
to write to me immediately. I now repeat the opinion 1 
expressed in my last, that it is my decided opinion and that 
of your friends here that your acceptance would be regarded 
by the country as a magnanimous offering at the shrine of 
patriotism, and that you ought not to hesitate. I mention to 
you in confidence that the Texas question is in such a state, 
that in ten days after your arrival the Treaty of annexation, 
would be signed, and from poor Upshur's count 40 senators 
would vote for it The President sa}'s he has hopes of the 

> The aocldent on board the FrixkodUm. 

* For the curious relationa of this letter to Calhoun's nomination, see Wise's Seven 
Decades of tlie Union, 221, and Tyler's Letters and Times of the Tylers, II, 294. 
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acquiescence of Mexico. It is a great occasion involving the 
peace of the country and the salvation of the South, and your 
friends here have ventured to say for you, that no party or 
personal cx)n8iderations would prevent you from meeting the 
crisis. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Geo: M^'Dutfie. 



jprvwi Dixon, 11, Lewia.^ o. o. 

House of Reps, March 6**" 1844. 

Mr Dear Sir — 1 have just heard in a manner, which leaves 
no room to doubt its correctness, that your name has been to 
day sent to the Senate, as the Successor of M'. Upshur to the 
Office of Secretary of State, and that the name of John Y. 
Mason of Virginia has also been sent in as the successor of 
M*". Gilmer in the Navy Department. 

In effecting this result, your friends here have had no 
agency, and are in no way responsible. Many of them were 
unconsulted and entirely ignorant in relation to it, untill the 
rumour has this moment reached this House. Others have 
in reply to the general designation of your name to the sta- 
tion, expressed doubts whether you would accept it. So &r 
as I know or believe none have solicited the place for you. 
In reply to frequent enquiries addressed to me, as to whether 
you would accept — (enquiries in some instances coming from 
those, who I supposed had the ear of M' Tyler)Nny uniform 
reply has been — that if it were a mere question of whether 
you would accept the office of Secretary of State under M'. 
Tyler, I did not believe you would accept of a station, which 
could confer no honour on you, and which would consume 
much of your time at an advanced age, which would not likely 
be requited either by an advancement of your own reputation, 
or the interests of the country, but if by the death of M'. 
llpshur and the State of the Texas and Oregon questions, 
there was an exigency which required your services, I knew 
you too well to doubt that cpnsidcrations of duty and patriot- 

1 Dixon H. Lewis (1802-1848) represented AlAbamA in the House of RepresentatiYes 
from 1829 to 1844. In May, snbseqnent to the writing of this letter, he was appointed to 
the United States Senate, in which he served till his death. 
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ism would control you in this, as I believed it had on all other 
questions— and that at any personal sacrifice you would accept. 
This opinion so often expressed, contains my deliberate view 
not only of what you wiU but what you oughi to do in this 
matter. I am of course ignoi*ant of the true state of both the 
above mentioned questions, but I take it for gmnted that M^ 
Tyler will disclose to you fully their actual state. If I am 
not mistaken in my conjectures, the Texas question has already 
been reduced to a Treaty, waiting only to be submitted to, and 
receive the confirmation of the Senate. The opinion of all is, 
that the question is imminent, and in the present condition of 
the Country, to confirm a Treaty at all, and to do it under 
circumstances which will not involve us in a double war. with 
Mexico [and] Great Britain, will be a most difficult matter. 
If the Treaty be rejected, I consider the Union at an end. It 
may not at once suffer absolute disruption, but the interests 
and sympathies of a large portion of the Union must be 
stronger in favour of an Union with Texas, than with a con- 
fedeiucy, which in the midst of unceasing plunder by Taxa- 
tion, is waging a relentless war against their Institutions, and 
making those Institutions the avowed ground of objection to 
a political Union with those who in every other respect are 
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. 

In this view of the question, in the opinion of all, it is 
important that the question should be under the charge of one 
having the confidence of every party, both for intelligence 
and patriotism. I have taken some pains to ascertain the 
state of public feeling, and I am glad to say, that I have never 
seen stronger evidences of complete unanimity on any public 
question, than that you are the man, and as most of them say, 
the only man to meet the crisis. The rumour of your nomi- 
nation at once created here, a great stir. Men neglectful of 
business were talking about in groups. I left my seat to 
gather public opinion. I heard a general expression not only 
of approval but of satisfaction. Many in their anxiety urged 
me to write, and beg you to accept. Payne of Alabama, says 
^^Accept by all means, to meet a great crisis, but to base your 
acceptance on that crisis and to limit your acceptance to the 
crisis." I think your acceptance ought to be put on that high 
ground, and that your continuance though not strictly limited 
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by it, ought not to be much beyond the period you are actu- 
ally and necessarily engaged in what all consider, the ext/rcuxr- 
dinary duties of the Station. I take it for granted Tyler will 
give you a carte blanche as to the two great questions. 

While writing Blair has come to my seat and asked me good 
naturedly what I was doing. I answered that I was writing 
to you. He said he had come to beg me by all means to ear- 
nestly advise you to accept. He says he goes his death for 
Texas and wants you to manage the matter, that you are the 
man, and that you have the confidence of all parties. He said 
further that by taking this position you would build up a 
reputation with the Democratic Party which would make you 
impregnable at another time. He evidently however betrayed 
a little anxiety that in your position you should do nothing to 
weaken and divide the Party, as he expressed it, but which of 
course meant, to dislodge M' Van Buren. I give you this for 
what it is worth. D*" Martin is in ecstacy at your appoint- 
.ment, and comes to tell mo that cToe Oales^ has just said to 
him, that the appointment meets his entire approbation. The 
Whigs all say so. 

I have written this to give you a better idea of the state of 
feeling. The Senate have just confirmed your appointment 
unanimously without referring it to a Committee. Everybody 
is delighted and are expressing themselves so. The evidences 
are so strong it is needless for me to write more. 

I must however say that this matter proves the truth of 
what I wrote you before this winter, that you have a strength 
and consideration in the Democratic Party which should pre- 
vent you from doing any act which would separate you from 
that Party. The extent of this feeling was never so obvious 
as now. Men are expressing themselves without reserve and 
it is almost universal even among those whom party machinery 
have unwillingly united to M** Van Buren. The Leaders I 
have no doubt dislike you and dread you and this day has been 
a dark one to them, but of the Van Buren men as they are 
called numbering a majority of this House, I believe that three 
fourths of them are more friendly to you than to him and if 
left free would rather run you as the Candidate. The other 

1 Of the National Intelligencer. 
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fourth are however so bitter that I believe that in no event 
could they be brought to support you, and therefore I am for 
not risking your name in a contest in which I fear a majority 
of the voters are already inclined to Clay even if V. Buren's 
friends are wise enough to back out from him. Still I agree 
with the opinion expressed so often to day that in the position 
you are about to occupy, you can place yourself in a position 
r which will make you unpregnable in 1848. It may bo how- 
ever that a ground swell from the people themselves growing 
out of the Texas question ma}"^ roll you into the position of a 
Candidate. If so no one would be more delighted than myself, 
but I mean to say that no action in my opinion on the pait of 
youi*self or your friends ought now to look to that result. Let 
Van run and be beaten as he certainly will and then the Party 
will.be purified of him and his clique. # Let them be forced to 
withdraw him and run an indifferent man and then his organ- 
ization is desti*oyed and you must be the man four years hence. 
These are my views given to you to cover every aspect of. 
the question as to your acceptance. If the occasiwi calls to 
your sei*vices, accept. If not, decline but in any event look 
to the effect which your coui'se may have on a popularity in the 
Democratic Party, which will at another time prove stronger 
than a corrupt Party organization which manacles your 
friends at present, but which has received its death wound by 
your withdrawing from the Convention, and which will be 
' doubly killed and damned by the certain defeat of V. Buren 
Benton &c. in the coming election. 
I am tmly your friend, 

Dixon H. Lewis. 



From John Tyler. o. c. 

(Confidential) Washington, March 6"* 1844. 

My dear Sir, After a free and frank conversation with 
our friends. Governor M^Duffie and M** Holmes of South 
Carolina, and in full view of the important negociation now 
pending between us and foreign Governments, I have unhesi- 
tatingly nominated you this day as Secretary of State in place 
of my much lamented friend. Judge U{)shur. I have been 
prompted to this course by reference to your great talents 
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and deservedly high standing with the Country at large. We 
have reached a great crisis in the condition of public affairs, 
whichv I trust, will assume the place of a comnianding epoch 
in our Country^s history. The annexation of Texas to the 
Union, and the settlement of the Oregon question on a satis- 
factory basis, are the great ends to be accomplished: The 
first is in the act of competition and will admit of no delay. 
The last had but barely opened, when death snatched from me 
my lamented friend. Do I expect too much of you when I, 
along with others, anticipate at your hands, a ready acquies- 
cence in meeting my wishes, by coming to the aid of the Coun- 
try at this important period? 

While your name was before the Country, as a prominent 
Candidate for the Presidency, I could not have urged this 
request without committing alike an offence to yourself and 
many others; but now, since your friends have withdrawn 
your name from that exciting canvass, I feel it every way due 
to the Country to seek to avail myself, in the administration 
of public affairs, of your high and exalted talents. 

I hope the action of the Senate will be as prompt as my 
own, and that you will immediately be at my side. 

John Tyler. 



From Francis Wharton. o. o. 

Philadelphia, March 8"*, 1844. 
Mr dear Sir, The news of your appointment and confirma- 
tion as Secretary of State has just reached Philadelphia, and 
I am going to take the liberty of telling you that the hope and 
trust of your friends in this section of the country is that you 
should accept the appointment. Independently of the convic- 
tion that no other than a master mind can adjust the Oregon 
negotiation, — that such a labour requires the whole of that 
great intellect which can only be found in two men of the 
country of whom you are one, — that there is but one man 
who can unite to such an intellect a character which precludes 
the supposition of fear, favour, and affection, and 'that that 
man is yourself, — independently, I say, of such 'reasons, I 
cannot doubt that your appearance once more in public life. 
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in a catholio attitude, will awaken in the men of the middle 
and northern states, the feelings of pride and attachment with 
which they looked upon you in 1812 and 1816. The. paren- 
thesis of nullification, — misunderstood as it is by the great 
majority at the North, — will be merged, even in minds of the 
most prejudiced, into the whole context of your history. 
Believe me, looking at you once more as the representative of 
the Union as a whole will open the old fountains of affection. 
There was a time when Pennsylvania would have voted for 
you by acclamation, — that time may come again. I may bo 
sanguine, but who would not l>e sanguine when so great a 
consummation as the restoration of the North to the true 
republican creed, has become for the first time for twenty 
years probable? The Secretaryship of War made you the 
second man in the affectioVis of the nation: the Secretaryship 
of State will make you. the first. 

With great respect I remain yours, 

Francis Wharton. 



From FitzidUiam ByrdnaU. o. c. 

New York Man^h 18*\ 1844. 
(Confidential) 

My D£ar Sir The Enclosed you will please hand to M'. 
Calhoun when he arrives in Washington. Should he however 
not accept the appointment of Secretary of State, you will 
pletisu forward the enclosed to him, as a testimony that his 
friends here will support him in any political station he may 
be in, so long as he is an exponent and a Vindicator of those 
principles we cherish, and which lie at the foundation of our 
political fabric. 

You will please read them, i. e. the enclosed proceedings of 
the Calhoun Centml Committee of New York. They were 
passed unanimously after some opposition. We have here 
some good and true Calhoun men of the State rights breed. 
Permit me to say that you and some others at Washington 
were rather imposed on by the Scovil tribe. 

We hold it a matter of propriety to advance to the support 
of M'. Calhoun even in anticipation of his acceptance of the 
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premiership. We wish him to know- when he arrives in 
Washington that his friends in New York are readj', aye 
ready to stand by him in any department of Government. It 
is something of a proof of our estimation of him that while 
east west and south of us, some have fallen and others have 
bent down before Van Buren yet that we in this city with 
three administrations (United States, State and city) against 
us have stood firm and uncompromising, almost alone defying 
the party organization in its strongest Citadel. 

Never had so strong a man such weak partizans as M^ Cal- 
houn's Southern friends with a few exceptions. I say weak 
because of their want of energy and perseverance in the 
cause. Had they arose with enthusiasm and activity and 
spoken with determination to the people of the North E^t 
and West such confidcnC/O would have been given to his 
friends in Maine, Mass. N. H. and Con. as well as in the 
Wcstci*n States as would have elected other delegates to the 
Baltimore Convention. To no movement of his friends here 
has the South responded. Languor and laziness is doing the 
destiny of the South. She is now compelled to compromise 
her Candidate for the sake of Tariff and twenty first rule. 
Power never shews justice or magnanimity to the opponent 
who is not in a formidable position nor to the rebell who indi- 
cated his weakness by grounding his arms and trusting to the 
fairness of those who have the power in their hands. 

1 shall be much pleased at M^ Calhoun's acceptance of the 
premierahip provided he shall be able to settle the Oregon 
Question and the annexation of Texas. If he- shall acquire 
additional reputation on these subjects, he may yet be presi- 
dent but not otherwise, for the South cant, because it wont 
go through the necessary exertion. 

As regards the tariff that is sure to come right in a few 
yeai*s )x3cause the agricultural population of the north and 
West are beginning to find it is not profitable to them. As 
to Texas the people who gave twenty millions for Louisiana 
and five millions for Florida will undoubtedly take Texas 
without cost. It is not in the race of Anglo Saxon Land rob- 
bers to refuse that which of all other things is the object of 
the master passion of the luce. There may be some talking 
on the subject on the score of Abolition, but American aboli- 
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tion itt about equal to British justice always a tremendous 

affaire when it costs nothing but display. The best way to 

argue with these hypocrites is to give them trouble about 

their own institutions. Titles or rights to Slaves are as good 

as titles to lands — both are creations of human law. Why 

not have petitions for the abolition of land titles? 

Write me frequently. I am well acquainted with men and 

things here. 

Yours Respfy 

F. Hyhdsall 



Fn/in WxUon Lumpkin. o. a 

Athens March 23"^, 1844. 

Mt dear Sir That the destiny of men and nations are under 
the controuling influence of an AU-wUe Providence, has long 
since been one of the settled Tenets of lay faith. And it is 
thus that I account for your being placed in the position 
which you now occupy in connection with the great interests 
of our beloved Country. I know that your present position 
has not been anticipated by you, or your friends. I hope, 
trust and believe, that the recent changes, however deeply 
mingled with calamity, woe and regret, may be overruled for 
the good of our Country. At this particular junctui*e, your 
post is the most important one under the government. 

Upon an enlarged consideration, of the permanent interest 
of our Confederacy, — ^We have nothing at this time of equal 
importance to that of the great Territorial questions, of Texas 
and Orrigon. Upon these questions I entertain no doubt of 
the con'ectness of your views, as well as of the views of Pres- 
ident Tyler. And therefore trust you may be the honoi*ed 
instruments of bringing these vexed questions to a happy and 
successful issue. As regards the adjustment of the Orrigon 
question, you know and will do what is best to be done on 
tiiat Subject. 

Upon the subject of Texaa^ allow me to say that countiy 
must speedily become a part and portion of our great confed- 
eiucy — or the abolition spirit will destroy our beloved insti- 
tutions. The peaceable acquisition of Texas will go further 
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to ensure and perpetuate the general welfare and permanent 
Union of our Conf edeiucy than any thing which has transpired 
since the acquisition of Louisiana. I have no special knowl- 
edge of the exact relation of things touching ihia subject at 
present. I have, however, a very accurate knowledge of a 
large number of the leading and most influential men of Texas, 
and of the true character and feelings of the great body of 
the population of that Country. My eldest son emigrated to 
that Country about 10 ycai*s ago, and has continued to live 
there ever since. Ho has a wife and children, is a steady 
sensible, educated man — and has several times been a member 
of the Legislature of Texas. 1 am intimately acquainted with 
President Lamar, Gen\ Rusk and various other Georgians 
who have become prominent in that Country. Therefore 
through these associations I have continued to know more, 
and feel more in regard to Texas than most men. 

The great body of the people of Texas ardently desire to 
come into our Union. Any opposition which may appear to 
Annexation, whether from President Houston or others, I am 
well assured is altogether selfish and factious. 

Anxious as I am to know the state of our negotiations and 
prospects upon this subject, your present position forbids my 
making many inquiries which might be suggested, if I con- 
sidered you at liberty to confer with a private Citizen upon a 
subject, which may at the present moment require the most 
profound silence, out of the Council Chamber. 

1 could easily write an Essay, or Volume, upon the great 
importance of the annexation of Texas, but deem the multi- 
plication of words upon this subject, when addressing you, 
altogether useless — because I know you will duly appreciate 
its magnitude in all its bearings. 

I would willingly make any sacrifice of my quiet, ease and 
inclination — to aid in furthering and consumating this all 
important object. And if I find the state of things touching 
this subject should in the course of the present year, open a 
door for useful and efficient service, I have it [in] view to 
visit the Country. If Texas should become a part of the U. S. 
It will bo a matter of Vital importance to the entire South, 
that all the incipient steps, touching the establishment of the 
local institutions of that Country, should be based and founded 
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in wisdom, and that far seeing forecast, so necessary to the 
permanent prosperity and haimony of the whole Union. 

Any thing that n>ay be proper for me [to] know, at any 
time, on the subject of Texas — will be received with thankful- 
ness. For your health, happiness, and success in your pres- 
ent labors my poor prayers and best wishes await you. 
As Ever Yrs. 

Wilson Lumpkin. 



l^^ivin Colin 3f. hujerHoU^ 

private New Haven, Apl. 3** 1844. 

Dear Sir. You have doubtless heard the result of the recent 
election in this state and perhaps, knowing as you did the 
conduct of Mr V Burens friends in our state convention, it 
was such as you anticipated. Our defeat cannot bo ascribed 
to the apathy of your more prominent friends in Connecticut, 
for never have they done their duty more faithfully than dur- 
ing the campaign which we have just come out of, but in a 
great measure to the want of that enthusiasm throughout the 
state which the nomination of our Middletown Convention 
failed to inspire. For the past five weeks I have been trav- 
ersing this and the adjoining counties and addressing our 
friends. I had an opportunity of knowing something of the 
feeling which pei*vaded the state, and I found many a warm 
hearted man supposed by the ''wire pullers" to be strong for 
the r&storationy actually condemn the nomination of our Con- 
vention, they try however to keep cx)ol and are in fact the 
most radical and determined Democmts we have. The vote 
of the state shows, as any one will perceive who will examine 
it, that where we have proclaimed our choice for President to 
be another than Mr V Buren, the Democracy have done well. 
Now Haven County which went nearly unanimous for your- 
self in the Convention. shows a good vote, while Hartford Co. 
from whence the order for the Nom". of M" V Buren went 
forth to our convention, has fallen in the rear. The city of 
N. Haven has increased her Dem. vote about 150 from last 
year, and Hartford where the leaders, whose pet M' V Buren 

> Afterward member of Congreaa from Ccmnecticut. Original lent by Mrs. J . F. Calhoun. 



LETTEB8 TO JOHN- 0. OALHOUK. 945 

is, reside, has not come up to her vote of last yearl Another 
circumstance might also be mentioned; notwithstanding the 
Federalists previous to the election had raised the cry of 
^'Free trade and direct taxation," and appealed to the manu- 
facturing towns to sustain the present tarriflf, the result of the 
election shows that the manufacturing towns have done as 
well as the farming towns, and in some instances better. Our 
opponents had the aid of about one half I should think of the 
Abolitionists in the recent election. I never knew them so 
active and unscrupulous in their means before, money was 
poured out like water, and many instances of open bribery 
have come to my knowledge recently. Their victory however 
is not a great one, their Governor probably falls short of an 
election by the people and they have both branches of the 
Legislature who will elect the Governor. Had our friends 
been united we shoutd have secured the Legislature, so small 
are most of the federal majorities, that I have no doubt two 
hundred votes properly distributed would give us the Legis- 
lature and as a consequence state offices and an U. S. Senator. 
With a candidate for the Pres^. who carried with his name a 
degree of popular enthusiasm I think we might carry the 
State at the fall election. With Mr V Burens name we can 
do nothing. I do hope that the Nat' Convention will yet look 
to the interests of the people leather than to the interests of 
mere party leaders. 

I have the honor to remain Truly Yrs. 

C M. Ingersoll 



Fnyia BenjavdfC E. Oreeii^ 

Mexico April IV^ 1844. 
Private. 

Dear Sir. I learn by the newspapers, the sad death of 
Judge Upshur, and your appointment to the State Depart- 
ment, with a view to the Oregon and Texas questions. My 
position here has given me an insight into the condition of 
Texas, California and Oregon; and as it may be of some im- 

> Benjamin E. Qreen was iecretary of the United States legation in Mexico. He was 
the son of Duff Qreen. 

HIST 90 — yoij II 60 
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portance to you in the anticipated negotiations at Washington, 
I deem it proper to give you all the information I possess. 

That information id chiefly derived from a M*". Hastings, of 
Ohio/ who, some two years since, led a party of emigrants 
from the West to Oregon, and past through this city about 
three months ago, in his return to the U. S. 

He describes Oregon as a fine country; but chiefly valuable 
for its fisheries and fur trade. The salmon of Columbia River 
is unrivalled in quality and inexhaustible in number. In an 
agricultural point of view, the country is important, but much 
less so, in comparison with the rich soil and more attinictive 
climate of the adjoining Califoimias. 

The political state of those countries is very interesting to 
us. M^ Hastings told me, in oor^ftdenoey that California is on 
the point of following the example of Texas, and declaring 
her independence. The whole project has been well digested, 
and reduced to a systematized plan. The province of Cali- 
fornia is far distant from the seat of the Mexican Gov^; which 
has neither soldiers to send there, nor money to support them. 
Michael Torrena,* the Mexican Commandante General, has 
but two hundred vagabond soldiers to oppose the movement, 
and has no resources within himself, being destitute both of 
talents and courage. The military strength is in the hands of 
the foreigners, and the natives in their favor. A German, 
named Suter, is at the head of the movement^ and the execu- 
tion of their designs is only delayed for the return of M**. 
Hastings, with a reinforcement of settlers. 

The settlers in Oregon have already a legislative council and 
governor: and while M'. Hastings was in Oregon, they were 
debating the propriety of declaring their independence of the 
U. S., and of forming a separate Republic on the Pacific 
Coast, in conjunction with the Calif ornias. They do not wish 
to do so, however, if they can obtain protection and encour- 
agement from home. 

Nor is California the only portion of Mexican territory in 
danger. Sonora has been for two years the theatre of civil 
war, and will probably join in with the movement in Qdi- 
fornia. The provinces, bordering on Texas, have long envied 

> LAnsford W. Ha«Ungt, a leader of the Oregon and California omigration of 1842, and 
author of The EmlgranU* Guide to Oregon and California, Cincinnati, 1846. See Ban- 
croft's Oregon, I, 29^267. 

'Mioheltorena. 
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the freedom from forced loans and martial inile, enjoyed by 
their neighbours. New Mexico has been on the eve of a revo- 
lution ever since the Santa F^ trade was closed, and there is 
reason to believe that even Tamaulipas, were it not for her 
exposed condition would at once throw herself into the arms 
of Texas. Santa Anna is trying to provoke a war vijiih 
France. His object is believed to be to take advantage of the 
confusion and excitement of an invasion, to make himself 
Emperor; trusting to the English mediation to pacify France, 
as soon as his object is accomplished. 

If France refuses to be pacified, her Minister here, if he 
advises well, will advise that the attack should bo made 
through Texas, and upon the discontented provinces. It is 
by no means improbable that the result will be the annexa- 
tion of those Departments to Texas. With that addition of 
territory, Texas would no longer desire admission to our 
union, but on the contrary would prove a dangerous rival 
both to the cotton interests of the South and the manufactures 
of the North. 

I have the honor to be Very Respectfully Your obt ^v* 

Ben E. Green. 



J^rofn W. S. Murphy*^ o. c. 

Legation of the United States. 
Houston Texas, 29*** April 1844 

Sir. Your despatch of the 13"* Inst was delivered to me, on 
the 26'** Inst, at Galveston by R. C. Murphy who was also the 
bearer of the Texan duplicate of a Treaty annexing the llopub- 
lic of Texas to the United States. 

The President of the Rep**, of Texas, (by an arrangement 
between his Excellency and myself,) being in waiting at this 
City, for the Earliest information on this deeply interesting 
subject, I thought it proper to accompany your messenger to 
this place, in order that 1 might have a personal interview 
with His Excellency after he should have received the dupli- 
cate Treaty. 

1 Gen. W. 8. Murphy wm charge d'affairon of the United Stated in the Repnbllc. of 
Toxn8 from 1K43 to June, 184-1, and wiut actively ongn«^ in promotion of the tnmty of 
annexation. 
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The President was highly gratified, at my having done so, 
and gave to your Messenger an Expression of his approbation. 

After his Excellency had fully examined the duplicate 
Treaty; and in Cionjunction with the Attorney General of the 
liepublic, fully considered its provisions, in connection with 
all the Private letters, from the Texan Envoys on the same 
Subject — he expressed to me his hearty approbation of every 
part thereof, and his high and sanguine hopes at the final suc- 
cess of this important measure. I then took occasion to make 
known to his Excellency, So much of the substance of your 
despatch to me, relating to the defence of Texas pending the 
Treaty of Annexation, as I deemed useful, and proper to Com- 
municate; at which he rose to his feet, and gave utterance to 
his feelings of gratitude towards the President of the United 
States and yourself for this distinguished manifestation of the 
generous and noble policy, which ruled in the Councils of my 
beloved Country. 

His Excellency will remain near this Legation, until the 
final or definate action of my Government, upon this Treaty 
is known. 

His Excellency finally pressed upon me the Momentous Con- 
sideration, of the utter hopelessness of ever effecting thi«) 
great measure of annexation, in case the present Treaty for 
that purpose should be rejected by the Senate of the U. States. 

I have so often and so earnestly labored to impress this 
truth upon my government, that I am almost ashamed, to 
repeat it at this time. 

You will have the goodness to excuse the haste with which 
this brief despatch is drawn up. I have barely time to do it. 
Your messenger leaves here immediately for Galveston that 
he may take the Neptune for N. Orleans, tomorrow. 

With great respect and esteem, I have the Honor to be Your 
Obt Sevt 

W. S. Murphy. 

Note. It is almost useless for me to add, that 1 am fully 
impressed with the high responsibility which your last despatch 
casts upon me, and that I shall take care to follow your instruc- 
tions with great caution and precision. 



LBTTSBS TO JOHK 0. OALHOUN. 949 

Private Houston 29" April 1844. 

Sir. I have not seen the Treaty, and as the President did 
not offer it for ray perusal, 1 thought it indelicate to ask for it. 
Yet, I cannot doubt, but that my government has obligated 
the U. States, to assume the payment of the Public debt of 
Texas. And inasmuch as the assumption of that debt, would 
ci*eate no greater obligation on the part of the U. States, than 
that under which Texas rests, it may not be unimportant to 
suggest, even now, that the Treasury Drafts of Texas now 
outstanding were not issued for the amount which appears 
up[on] their face. Some were issued as equivalent to 60 cents 
on the Dollar, some as equivalent to 25 cents &o &c and some 
as low as 16 cents on the Dollar, and the Gov* of Texas was 
only obligated to redeem them at the price, or value, for which 
they were issued. 

The Gov* Records will shew, when compared with the date 
of the Drafts, for what equivalents they were issued, in great 
ELaste, 

Yours Respectfully W. S. Murphy. 

P. S. I learn from the Auditor of the Treasury, who is here, 
that the Public Debt of Texas, when fairly audited as above 
will not amount to 6.000.000. 



Frma M. P, Norton,^ o. o. 

Houston, Ap. 29, 1844. 
Dear Sir I write you at this moment because 1 am sure 
there is no one here will do it, as most of those in the confi- 
dence of the President here are bitterly opposed to annexa- 
tion. It is now certain that we can form such a commercial 
treaty with Great Britain as will insure our immediate inde- 
pendence. Gen Houston had an interview with Capt. Elliot* 
on the day he left Galveston for New Orleans. Mons*" Saligny 
the French minister is now at Galveston, the President is 
strongly urged and importuned to break off from the treaty 
with theU. S. and listen to their propositions. . We are all, 

>M. P. Norton, postmiuitcr and Joumalliit at Houston, was a prominent Texan politi- 
cian, and afterward a dintrict Judge. 
* British minister in Texas. 
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prepared if we are spurned again from the Union to enter 
into a commercial yr^ trade treaty with G. B. and France on 
a guaranty of our Independence which we can now have and 
the advantages it promises us in the cotton trade renders it 
very desirable. The enemies of annexation urge upon the 
President that we can not get as good terms after annexation 
fails and that it is his duty now to receive propositions and I 
can assure you beyond a doubt that when it shall be known here 
that Gen Henderson ^ shall have made his visit of leave at Wash- 
ington that propositions will have been received and agreed 
to by us that will place annexation beyond all hope forever 
without a war with G. B. and that such propositions will be 
gladly accepted by our Government and people. The Presi- 
dent was strongly urged to consent to entertain the proposi- 
tion when it was apprehended here that certain pledges made 
to us by Gen. Murphy were to be disavowed, that apprehen- 
sion is removed by Gen. Henderson's letter of 9th Ap. These 
apprehensions were founded on a certain communication sup- 
posed to have been made by M'. Nelson to Gen. Mui-phy 
before your arrival. It is veiy important to the success of 
the measure that all the assurances made to the President by 
Gen. Muiphy shall be carried out to theletter not so much from 
immediate fear of danger from Mexico as that the President 
may not be induced to seize upon a breac*h of them to break 
oif the treaty which it is urged here that he may do at any 
moment when he shall have received it without submitting it 
to the Senate. It is therefore of the utmost importance that 
no single assurance of Gen. Murphy be disavowed or left 
v/afulfiUed, I do not say these things because I have any 
want of faith in President Houston but because I know the 
almost overpowering influences that are brought to bear upon 
him. You will doubtless be furnished by this mail through 
Gen Henderson with the evidence that the commission for an 
armistice was at once rejected by Gen. Houston when it 
Reached him on the ground that we were treated in it as a 
department of Mexico and that the commissionei's had not the 
slightest authority to treat upon that basis. In truth the 
Commissioners who are violently opposed to annexation are 

^Texou envoy to the United States. 



LETTEB8 TO JOHN 0. OALHOUN. 961 

believed here to have entered into that agreement for the very 
purpose for which it will doubtless be used by Mexico and 
the opponents of annexation — to defeat the measure and there 
is great fear here that the disavowal by the President may 
not reach you in season to meet the objection, as a copy of 
the instructions to the commissioners and the action of the 
President on the armistice will not reach here in season to go 
out by the Neptune. Gen. Henderson will have however a 
letter from the President which may have the same effect to a 
certain extent. Allow me to suggest that the commissioners 
to settle claims under the ten million allowance made for that 

m 

purpose in the Treaty be allowed to sit at '^Washington in 
Texas," or such other place in Texas as they may themsehes 
apjm/nt^ as there are very serious objections to that place and 
that if any lesser sum than ten millions shall be likely to 
accelcmte the passage of the Treaty that it had better be 
amended in the Senate even down to eight if necessary as 
that change will not prevent its ratification by us. Most of 
these claims are hold in the United States. It must certainly 
be desirable if you have a majority in the Senate but not 
two thirds, that you hold the Treaty up and not allow it to 
be rejected untill action shall have been had on the question 
on affirmatwe resolutions in the House as when these shall 
reach the Senate and the opponents shall see that we may be 
annexed by resolution they may be disposed to favor the 
treaty — besides if the Treaty shall be rejected you will no 
longer have any such hold upon the Government of Texas as 
may prevent the President from entering into negotiations 
that must greatly embarass if not entirely defeat the measure 
for I am absolutely certain that this is the only treaty you can 
over got and that propositions will be crowded upon us the 
moment tho Treaty is rejected that will place the subject 
beyond your reach by peacable means; there is no doubt 
entertained here that the English and French ministers at 
your Court have instructions to interpose their protest if they 
think such course may prevent and not accelerate the measure 
and may be the (mly meafijf of preventing it; such infonnation 
has been received here from a quarter entirely to be i*elied 
upon at Paris — but the movements of those Governments with 
your own on that question is better known to you than to us. 



/ 
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1 am not willing that this letter should go on to the files of 
your department. I am not certain that you think the facts 
communicated of any importance or that you may not have 
them from other quarters on which you have more right to 
rely or that they may not be too late for any useful purpose, 
if annexation shall fail this letter might prove very injuri- 
ous to me if known here; if the measure succeed I care noth- 
ing about it. I am known to Gen. Henderson and Messi*s. 
Evans and Fairfield of the Senate and I refer you to them for 
the faith you can place in my statements. I am among the 
few friends of annexation who are so much in the confidence 
of the Executive as to know what movements are taken to 
favor or defeat the measure and I repeat, if I have said it 
y before, that annexation can never occur peaceably unless by 
/ the present movement, that it is not at all unlikely to be 
broken off from this quarter and that the line between Texas 
and the United States will form the Slave line within five 
years after a commercial treaty shall be formed with G. B. 
and {hat too by our own free will and still sooner if we are 
left alone to take care of ourselves for we cannot go into 
another war with Mexico and leave our families at home 
exposed to the dangers of a slave population and we never wUl 
surrender the country to Mexico while one man is left to fight. 
Yrs. Very Truly, M. P. Norton. 



Fnnfi James Oadaden. o. o. 

Confidential Charleston 8 May 1844 

My Dear Sir Clays and Van Burens letter on Texas have 
created some excitement here: pai*ticularly that from the latter. 
The first was expected. Rut the course of the latter was 
the reverse. It demonstrates most clearly what the influence 
of abolishionism is at the noi*th in spite of declamtions to the 
contrary. 

I consider the annexation of Texas now that the views of 
Great Britain and the Northern States are not only disclosed, 
but^ openly avowed the most vital one which has occured since 
the revolution. On it hinges the very existence of our South- 
ern Institutions, and if one of the south now prove recreant: 
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we will or must content to be Hewers of wood and Drawers 
of Water for our northern Brethren. There is much excite- 
ment among us: and many ready for immediate action. But 
what should be the action is the question with a very large 
portion of our Friends. Unity of action seems to be the dif- 
ficulty. No inconsiderable portion of the Democracy are ripe 
for hoisting the Tyler flag and of rallying under an Adminis- 
tration party to carry out the Presidents policy as explained 
in his message. Others however, and the decided majority 
of the Democrats, do not think Tyler equal to the crisis and 
still turn on and confide in you as our leader. Unwilling to 
have a split at a period when Union is so important we feel 
much at loss untill we can be better instructed from Wash- 
ington. Would you, in confidence communicate your views 
to me. 

Your friends are all ready and anxious to raise a standard 
which should never have been lowered: but they are unwill- 
ing to act precipitately and possibly against your judgement. 
If you think from indications at Washington that we should 
move — We will do so — but if you think delay preferable: or 
if you concur in bringing out Tyler: why we will be prepared 
to act. We all are resolved to hold communion with Van 
Buren no longer — for myself, who never did trust him, I feel 
gratified at the course he has pursued 

Your friend James Gadsden 

I have written to Gen^ Jackson and hope to bring him out. 



■Frain Ja/mes IL Ilanvnwnd. . c. o. 

Silver Bluflf 10 May 1844 
Mt Dear Sir. 1 rec** from you a few days ago a note, and 
a letter addressed by the British Minister to you. From the 
Tenor of your note, and the letter of the Minister I appre- 
hend you have not sent me the paper you intended. In this 
M'. Pakenham merely informs you that he will notify the 
Authorities of Canada that the American minister in Ix)ndon 
will apply to her majesty for a pardon of llobertMai'shti'ans- 
portcd to Van Dieman's Land. As an evidence of his good 
f celiiig it is equivocal and not to be put in the balance against 
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his protest — if he has made one, against the Treaty with 
Texas. I should like to know what right Great Britain has 
to interfere with the Treaties of Nations^ on this Continent 
other than her Colonies. Is it intended to endeavour to intro- 
duce here the European System of the Balance of Power 
according to European ideas? I was delighted with your note 
to M'. Pakenham in reference to Slavery. It is precisely the 
thing that was wanted and I do trust it will be published in 
every European paper. ^ I have not seen the attack on you in 
the Globe and am at a loss to conjecture on what ground you 
can be charged with; hostility to the annexation. I should say 
it was flatly impossible to make even a plausible showing, if 
I did not know that with the baseness and malice of the devil 
Benton has his power of invention also. I think however it 
is clear that he and Van Buren have both split on this liock. 
The feeling in favour of annexation — the reason and impera- 
tive necessity of the thing cannot be met in the South and S. 
west by humbug or chichanery : and these two masters in this 
art will for once find their magic powers fail them. Benton's 
hatred to you is at the bottom of this movement and I am 
rejoiced that it has at length led him to his ruin^ As to Van 
Buren, after this letter and the Virginia election I don't see 
the use of assembling a Convention in his behalf. Is the Demo- 
cratic Party then to make no show of hands even ? It is never 
to be too nmch lamented that after your letter the Mercury 
and Spectator so hastily withdrew your name. It was a great 
error though doubtless done with the best feelings towards 
you. I can make no conjectures that would l>e wirth offering 
to you who are at head iquarters — but is it impossible yet to 
i*ally your friends so as at least to get your name into the 
House? Might not the Democratic Party run its favourites 
ia each secton? I think you could at least carry all south of 
No. Carolina — if not of Virginia. No anti-Texas candidate 
could rally the slave states against you or any of them. At 
all events the Texas question should be pushed. If the Union 
is to. break there could not be a better pretext. With Texas 
the slave states would form a territory large enough for a 
first rate power and one that under a free trade system would 
flourish beyond any on the Globe — immediately and forever. 
I confess I despair of the Union more and more daily. The 
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combat on the floor of the House — the violation of the secrecy 

of the Senate almost prove us both incapable and unworthy of 

having a Government as at present organized. The resolute* 

adherence to Tariff — the sectional hostility tg^ Texks — tfie 

increasing zeal and impertinence of the abolitionists show 

that the North and the South cannot exist united. I have not 

been for any length of time in close contact with my negroes 

until this year since 1839. I am astonished and sho<^ked to 

find that some of them are aware of the opinions of the Presi- 

dental Candidates on the subject of Slavery and doubtless of 

nmch of what the abolitionists are doing and I am sure they 

know as little of what is done off my place as almost any set 

of negroes in the State. I fancy — it may be fancy — there is 

a growing spirit of insubordination among the Slaves in this 

section. In the lower part of this district they have fired 

several houses recently. This is fearful — horrible. A quick 

and potent remedy must be applied. Disunion if needs be. 

It is very dry, but crops, particularly corn promising. 

Very truly and sincerely yours 

J. H. Hammond 



Frmn John S, Barbour, c. o. 

Warrenton [Va.] May 11**» 1844 
Mt Dear Sir. I send you by this Mail the paper printed at 
this place which contains the proceedings of this County on 
the Texas question. The Article in it addressed to Blair (the 
Ekiitor) is the offspring of the pen of your excellent friend 
M^ Edwd Dixon. A young gentleman of good Talents^fine 
Character, and brave, chivalrous and manly. 

It is obvious to every eye that M". Va\j,Iluren can no longer 
be upheld. Johnson and Muhlenberg have occurred to me as 
strong enough to carry the West and the North. With a 
Strong Man in the South also holding to Muhlenberg for the 
Vice Presidency success would be sure. 

The selection might then devolve on the House of Reps. 
Evil as this is, it is lesser evil than a surrender to the Whigs, 
whose success n/yio is probable Success for twenty years to 
come — perhaps to the euthanasia of our System, or the violent 
disiiiption of the Confederacy. % 



•.•• 
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Muhlenberg can carry Penna. Who else can ? Ajb to Stew- 
art, it is idle to think of. Tyler cannot be elected. I have 
not the slightest doubt of your having streng^ enough in 
Virginia to carry the State. The talent of the State is with 
you, its disinterestedness is with you, its principles with you, 
its virtue and patriotism with you. I will not close my eyes 
to night until I have written Ritchie. I think his character 
is not well understood by you. Gen* Bayley of the H*. of 
Rep' has a fairer and truer appreciation of him than any one 
I know. Ritchie is not selfish— he is not base. His char- 
acter combines in it some of the noblest virtues — Steadiness 
in friendship, elevation in Morals, Stability of patriotism with 
groat simplicity of character and therefore sometimes led 
astray by those to whom he may unwittingly have given his 
heart and his confidence. To these qualities he unites no 
common ability. I told him in 1825 that he was utterly igno- 
rant of you, and lost winter he admitted it to mo. He is val- 
uable as a friend, from the possession of those virtues, that 
grow in value (like the books of the Sybil,) because their pos- 
sessors have so greatly diminished in numbers. I never had 
his friendship, and have nothing from him to warp my judg- 
ment. I have narrowly watched him for thirty }'cars, and 
the result of my experience is the high estimate I have placed 
on his head and his heart. Talk with Bayley of him, and do 
not allow Ritchie to do you longer injustice, by injustice in 
your opinion of him. 

I write freely to you — for that is the province of friendship. 

I have refused in several instances to give letters to you, 
for persons desiring office. I hope it will not be regarded as 
a departure from the propriety under which I acted in these 
refusals, to bring to your care the claims of Edward Dixon. 

In all haste and with all Respect 

Yi*s faithfully and cordially 

J. S. Bakiiouk 



Front FrancU Wharton, o. c. 

Philadelphia, May 22** 1844 
My dear Sir, I am much indebted to you for your good- 
ness in noticing my letter of a few weeks since. In common 
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with most of the members of the bar here, of which though 
a young, I am somewhat an ambitious member, 1 feel a deep 
interest in the nomination to the vacant judgeship. I wish the 
matter were in your liands, — I still trust that such matters 
may some <day be — but as it is, both the bar and the country 
will hope for the best in the filling of that, and the remaining 
important vacancies. 

I cannot refrain expressing my anxiety at the troubles 
brooding over a northern wing of the Republican party. 
The south may be safe enough, but I see here no prospect of 
a safe reorganization. You will allow me to speak frankly 
on the subject of Mr. Tyler; and I believe I can truly say 
that so great is the distrust felt here towards him, that nomi- 
nated or not nominated, anti-Texas or pro-Texas, he will not 
collect a thousand votes in the state. Were not your own 
great name connected with his, the Texas question would be 
diiigged by him into the dust. I am in the habit of occasional 
conversation with the old recognized leaders in this city, and 
I believe that it is the fear of his nomination alone that pro- 
vents them from coming out manfully. As it is, the argu- 
ment for immediate annexation has not come to us fairly. 
M^ Tyler's advocacy is suspicious, — M'. Walker's Quixotic. 
Mr. Benton's speech, as I glanced at it in this evening's 
Globe, will produce a strong and abiding effect, unless its 
reasoning be controverted from a source entitled to the 
respect of the community. What Mr. Buchanan may do^ I 
know not, and perhaps he may succeed in working a change. 
If such should be the case, and you should be brought forward 
as the annexation candidate, or Mr. Buchanan himself, or per- 
haps General Cass, Pennsylvania, New York, and New Hamp- 
shire might be snatched from Mr. Clay. But with M'. Tyler 
as a candidate, the game is up. The Texas scheme will become 
as rediculous as the Exchequer, and will be almost as easily 
crushed, at least in its present shape. Whatever office-seekers 
or office-keepers may say, I have no doubt that if the issue is 
to [be] made upon M*". Tylei*s reelection, we will not only bo 
miserably but ludicrously defeated. 

If you could find time and opi)ortunity to exhibit the bear- 
ing of the present treaty in such a manner as to recommend 
it to the republicans of the North, a great point would be 
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gained. The published documents, to a Northern eye have 
a baldness which made me for one almost believe that the 
hand which purloined, had garbled them. Our instinct is in 
favour of the scheme, but our reason has not been sufficiently 
courted. The frankness, and I nmst add, the unexpected 
logicahiesa of M ^ Van Buren's letter, has shaken some of our 
best friends, and I believe that to turn things round suddenly 
enough for the November election would require exertions 
superhuman. 

What then can be done? I answer, we must bide our time. 
So great and unexpected a change of popular sentiment as 
that called for by the treaty cannot take place in a ilashi I 
see no reason for doubting the opinion we held but a short 
time since, that the next election must go by default. Put 
M'. Clay in the Whitehouse, and, with a moderate degree of 
prudence and conciliation on our pai*t, we will have the rever- 
sion to ourselves. If the states-rights party acts wisely, in 
one year, under a Whig president, it will dry up the Albany 
regency, and draw over its subjects. M'. Clay will be elected 
easily enough, and though good faith and policy both require 
we should oppose him, there is no probability that by doing so 
he will be defeated. Would not his election be safer for 
i*epublican principles, with the necessary reaction in our 
favour which would follow, than would the election of any 
pro-Texas, pro-Tariff caucus democrat, such as Mr. Buchanan 
or General Cass? If we could succeed in November with a 
good and true man, we will be doing well, but of that I fear 
there is no hope. Under such circumstances I cannot but 
believe that our true policy is to prepare for the organisation 
of such an opposition as prudence and energy will enable us 
to collect, for the purpose of hampering Mr. Clay for his first 
term, and defeating him for his second. 

1 hope to go to Washington in the course of the spring, and 
I believe I would long since have made the visit, in spite of 
the business claims, which, small as they are, I am trying to 
nurse into respectability, had I not l>een frightened by the 
accounts of the hosts of office hunters by which l)oth you and 
the president are beset. I am still so young, and have still so 
very little political experience and political weight, that 1 feel 
almost backward, also, to attiuct a moment of your attention. 
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Not being, therefore, either an office seeker^ or a politician, I 
am almost unwilling to intiiide upon the occupations of the 
capitol. But if in any manner or way I can be useful to you, 
or our own great cause, even a suggestion from you, will give 
me will to do, and energy in doing. 

Your faithful friend and servant 

Francis Wharton. 



Frcrtn Jlrancis W. Pickens. c. c. 

Baltimore Tuesday 10 O'Clock [May 28, 1844]. 

My dear Sir 1 would have written before but for constant 
engagements. There are some things I cannot understand. 
I saw it the monient 1 mingled with members at Washington. 
Your own friends talked of your name as out of the question 
at present &c, whereiis I had been thinking that circumstances 
had taken place which made it eminently fit and proper that 
you should be pushed; and had so talked all the way over. 

Well 1 find hundreds here who all say you ought to bo the 
man, but' they cannot get at you &c. There has been some- 
thing wrong Birmewhere but where I cannot tell. Everything 
is uncertain here. Walker 1 have been with much — he fights 
nobly, but does not see the end of his own moves. If tiiey 
dispute all points, as they will do I think, it will end in con- 
fusion, and blowing up of the convention. All the members 
begin to see the nomination is in fact the election, and there- 
fore they will contend for every inch. The whole amount is 
that there will be no other conventions, and we have made the 
plat-form upon which they will break them down. 

It seems probable that, if any one is nominated it will be 
Cass and Johnson, but still a slight circumstance may change 
the whole. 1 never saw such excitement in my life — inmiense 
crowds every night and addresses in the streets &c. of the 
most vulgar demagoguism. 

As I return 1 will see you and hope to receive a letter from 
home which will be enclosed to you. I shall have no time to 
stay in Washington, and as 1 cannot get an interview with 
Gen^ Anderson at all, I enclose the within note so that 1 can 
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receive the answer when I call to see you. Will you be so 
kind as to make a servant drop it at the Bank for me. 
Very truly 

F. W. Pickens. 

P. S. My own impression is that the l)cst result ./i/r us is 
the nomination of V. B. by a large majority and if it does 
not force rebellion it will bring defeat and odium upon his 
N, York clique and future prostmtion to Benton Wright &c. 
and the whole Dynasty. Perhaps it is better this than for us 
to be forced to acquiesce in a weak and uncertain ticket. 

8 O'clock— night. . 

Convention adjourned, last balot Cass 123 V. B. — 99, John- 
son 21, Bucchanan 26 Calhoun 1. I begin to doubt any 
nomination being made. The V. B. men desperate — great 
excitement They will not agree to Cass. It is l>est for us 
to break up without agreeing. V. B. dead forever. They 
begin to see the consequences of things. . It does seem to me 
that the South ought to agree to push you. I do not see why 
they don't — but all are lifeless. 

F. W. P. • 



From Benjamin E, Green. c. o. 

Legation of the U. S. of A., Mexico 80"* May 1844. 

Sm. I send you (nos 1, 2 8 and 4) two notes, which I ad- 
dressed to the Minister of Foreign Relations upon the subject 
of the Instalment, which fell due on the 30"" ulto; and his 
replies thereto. In addition I need only state that daily appli- 
cation has been made for the payment, but as yet none of the 
moiiey has been paid. The Minister of Foreign Relations, in 
his note of the 6^, states that the payment would be made on 
the following day, and in that of the 23^, he says that the 
Minister of Hacienda had two days previous issued an order 
for the payment Notwithstanding this, the money has not 
been paid, and the order Juis not heen issued. This needs no 
comment 

In the present posture of affaira, they do not wish to 
acknowledge their unwillingness or inability to pay; but the 
ftict is that at present they have not the money. 
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In i*elation to the Convention for the liquidation of claims, 
1 have already explained the difficulties in the way of its set- 
tlement. The same posture of affairs continuing, their excuse 
for not entering upon and concluding that Convention now is, 
that they are waiting for some documents of the late Commis- 
sion. This is nothing more than an excuse. 

Col. Thompson arrived in this city on the 22** inst. After 
consulting with him as directed in your letter of introduction, 
1 requested an interview with the Minister of Foreign Rela- 
tions for the following day. In that interview I presented 
the note, of which I send you a copy (no. 6); and requested 
that the Mexican Minister at Washington should be author- 
ized to receive propositions and open negotiations for a bound- 
ary line between the two countries. I also requested that, if 
the Mexican Gov* should think proper to authorize its Minis- 
ter to do so, I might be informed thereof on tuesday, the 28**". 
This was promised; but on tuesday the Mexican Minister 
informed me, that the President requested that M*" Thomp- 
son's departure might be postponed, in order that he might 
previously have a conference with me on the subject of the 
proposed negociations. No 6 is a protocol of the conference 
with the President. No 7 is a copy of M' BocanegiVs reply 
to my communication. This reply was promised to me this 
morning; but was not received until nine o'clock tonight; 
and owing to the lateness of the hour, and want of time, 1 
must refer you to Col. Thompson, who accompanied me to 
the Conference with the President, and who will be able to 
give you a full account of all that has transpired. 

He will also inform you that the course of the Mexican 
Gov* is entirely owing to the fact that they are under the 
impression that the Treaty for the annexation of Texas will 
be rejected by the Senate, and that they calculate upon our 
internal dissensions, growing out of the question of slaveiy. 

1 send you files of the official paper, and refer you particu- 
larly to Uie article of the no of the 21'* May, which I have 
marked. 

I have the honor to be Very Respectfully Your obt sev* 

Ben E Green 
hist 99 — vol ii 61 
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From Fraficis W/iarioii. c. c. 

Philadelphia, May SV\ 1844. 

My dear Sir, I thank you most warmly for touching what 
with me, has turned out to be the tixie key on the Texas ques- 
tion. My '^ northern" eyes have at last opened, and the eyes 
of the one or two to whom 1 read your letter, — who were 
previously strong opposers of the measure, — have opened 
also. It is a duty owed by the North to the South. If I can 
be any way useful, as a writer, on the subject, let me know. 
If in the course of the campaign, a pamphlet is to be written, 
to embmce the Northern view, and if my services would be 
of any value, they are at your command. 1 wish my praictice 
was suiUciently extensive to enable me not only to mrildy but 
to publish. 

1 trust you consider Polk's nomination safe, — it certainly 
has very much dashed the politicians in this neighbourhood. 
The first feeling was that of delight, — not at Polk's nomina- 
tion, but that any nomination was made at all. The second 
feeling is one of wonder and curiosity. The Pennsylvania 
editors — I mean, the editoi*s of the Pennsylvania News- 
papers, — have stalled on the hunt after M'. Polk's opinions, 
and have discovered, to their horror, that he is not only pro- 
Texas, but anti-Taritf. So far, so good. 1 will be very much 
gmtified if M**. Pickens and M'. Elmer turn out to represent 
your opinions. As to M'. Dallas, whom I knew very well 
pei*sonally, there is no one who professes for you a greater 
admimtion. I met him a short time ago, when he told me he 
had just read my late review in the Democmtic Review, and 
agreed with it thoroughly. He went on to say that there was 
one man who was the gi*eat man of this country, and that was 
M^ Calhoun. 



From James Jlamiltofi. c. c. 

Oswichee Bend. June 14 1844. 
My Dear Sir. Since my last to you the Baltimore Conven- 
tion has met and done its nothin<jness — for I really consider 
the nomint^tion of Polk as nothing. I do not pretend to 
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decide on the policy of your friends dropping you, but there 
is something certainly peculiarly unfortunate in the fate or 
condition of a party which compels it to pass over the ^«^ of 
its Men and to mlly on those scarcely above mediocrity. M' 
Tyler's nomination would in reference to the Question of 
Annexation have been far more just and congruous than that 
of Polk. It nmst have been nuide bj'^ the Van Buren men 
expressly to l>e defeated — or to illustrate the amiable fable of 
the Dog in the Manger. 

We passed on the 8'** of June Resolutions in this County 
providing for the call of a S** Convention — with a view to a 
Convention of all the States, to take into consideration the 
Slave Question. An address is ordered which I am to pre- 
pare to appear after the adjournment of Congress — that we 
may avail ourselves of the result of its final proceedings on 
Annexation. I will endeavor to combine both .moderation 
and prudence in the paper with a proper spirit — We are 
however without advices from our Members of Congress who 
have kept us entirely in the dark as to questions of remedy 
and redress. 

I wish to see whether the South has any pluck left if not 
the sooner we settle down into quiet submission and capitu- 
late with the enemy the better. — We have talked and Bidlied 
enough. 

1 have written to Elmore to request Lewis to stop at Oswi- 
chee to meet me. If anything is to be done I think we may 
put Alabama in the lead if nothing why I will quietly return 
to my Cotton fields and wait with what fortitude I can the 
bursting of the Stonn that cannot be a long way off. Come 
what may you have done yourself honor. 

1 remain. My Dear Sir With sincere esteem 
Yours faithfully 

t) Hamilton. 

P. S. 1 wish Benton had been present at Crawford last 
Saturday, to the Mirth of the people 1 handled him without 
gloves. 
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From Friedrich Lud/iiyuj voji Hoenne. o. c. 

private. Berlin July 28'** 1844. 

Mt dear Sir, I infoimed you some time ago, that a Board 
of Trade would be erected of which I was to be the President. 
Knowing the great interest you have always kindly taken in 
the affairs of my Country, I beg leave now to inform you, 
that the new Department has since been erected under the 
title of '^Handels-Amt'^ and that the King has appointed me 
the President of the Department. There is to be a Council 
of Trade, besides, but this is to be no Department at all, only 
when I report to the King about commercial matters some of 
the other Ministers ought to be present and we then form the 
Council of Trade in which the King decides upon my repoi*t. 
I hope this new institution will prove beneficial to the devel- 
opement of our commerce and industry. I regret that the 
Senate have not i*atified our treaty, but hope that our rela- 
tions will nevertheless continue as friendly as they were when 
I resided in the U. S. The new Department will, 1 trust, 
contribute to promote the intercoui*se between Germany and 
America and I hope our joint effoi*ts will place it upon a firmer 
basis. Every body must see at once that two great countries 
with a vast population, the one of which has all sorts of i-aw 
products while the other has all sorts of cheap manufactures, 
and both of which are unrestricted by any considenition of 
colonial policy, seem to be destined by nature to trade with 
each other. There is one subject which is much in the way 
of the full developement of the commerce of certain provinces 
of Prussia. M'. Wheaton will write to you on the subject and 
1 beg leave strongly to recommend it to your consideration. 
The shipping and commercial as well, as the planting interests 
of the U. S. are deeply concerned in the question. . . . 
Your most obedt servt 

ROENNE 



From A, J, Dondsati c. c. 

private, confidential 

Nashville, July 29, 1844 
Sir, Having seen the letter which Co* Gadsden addressed 
to Gen* Jackson after conversing with you in relation to the 
diflSculties yet in the way of attaching Texas to our Union, 
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it was my intention at that time to write to you, mentioning 
that no time had been lost in addressing to Houston a letter 
warning him of the designs of Great Britain — but I was 
taken from home by engagements which have occupied me 
until now. 

That you may be fully apprized of what has been done, I 
think it best to send you a copy of the letter to Houston, 
which he will have received by the time you get this. If 
Houston could be induced to rely with any confidence on the 
success of the nominations of Mess*^ Polk and Dallas I should 
suppose the advice offered him by the Gen* would bo con- 
trolling. 

The danger is that he may not be able to stand up before 
his own people if the guarantee promised by England and 
Fmnce is accompanied by terms otherwise very favorable to 
Texas. But of this accident we must run the risk, relying 
on the justice and force of those views which sustain the 
policy of the measure of annexation, and which we are sure 
nmst prevail as soon as the people of the United States under- 
stand the magnitude of the mischief which will result from 
the location of British influence on that frontier. 

The Clay part}'- in this state have as perfect an organization 
as they had in 1840, and it will require the union of every 
democratic interest to break it down. The state is becoming 
almost an encampment. My belief is that the Democratic 
party will gain the victory, but that to do so much must be 
done that the lovers of good ordier must regret. We shall be 
obliged to encourage the association of military companies, 
and adopt all other honorable means of breaking the chain of 
such sway as was adopted by the Whigs in 1840 and as they 
yet maintain. 

I was gratified to hear from Co* Gadsden that you felt a 
deep interest in the success of Polk. 

I am veiy respectfully y" obt servt 

A. J. DONELSON 



From FitzwiUiam ByrdaaU, o. c. 

New York August 25**» 1844 
Dear Sir I am very desirous of obtaining a copy of 
Burke's Report upon the Rhode Island suffrage movement, 
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which 1 am mformed is now being printed at the Globe 
office. As I know of no lietter mode of procuring one than 
applying to you, I throw myself upon your kindness with 
the request, that you will forwai^d me a copy, if you can with 
perfect convenience do so.' 

I cannot refrain from taking this opportunity, now that the 
National-Convention-Campaign is ended, to say a few words 
in relation to your political friends in this city. Having 
formed the only Calhoun- organization that ever existed in 
this part of the Union, I may assume to have some knowledge 
of its members. In regard to political intelligence and fidelity 
to any cause they espouse, they are not excelled by any body 
of democrats in the Union. It was for your State right and 
constitutional views of our system of Govemment, that we 
preferred you as our candidate, and such was our fidelity, 
that after your own Southern friends had hauled down the 
Calhoun flag, we still kept it up, untill you became a member 
of the Cabinet. We then rallied to the Tyler Standard and 
have remained true to him untill his withdrawal, for which, 
as well as for his excellent letter, we fe^l both gmteful and 
gratified, if for no other reason than that now we are free to 
go to the suppoi-t of Polk and Dallas without any dishonor to 
ourselves. We are the last to leave any cause we x>ledge our- 
selves to support. 

Upon yourself or the President we have no reflections to 
make, but we have been greatly chagrined at the deficiency of 
organization and tact of your Southern friends, as well as at 
the heartlessness of his professing friends. Each of you may 
well say " Save me from my friends I " You for the inefficiency 
of yours, and he for the perfidy of his. 

After all, we have done much — there is great reason for 
gratulation. A political Dynasty is broken down, a Texas 
Candidate is nominated and our principles of Revenue tariff. 
District system of representation and strict construction of 
the constitution are on the ascent towards ascendancy. 

I should bo nuich pleased to receive from you, your Views 
of our political prospects as well as some hints as to the coui^se 
to be pursued by your friends here. To what great point 
shall we direct our efforts? 
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With Sentiments of the highest esteem I have the honour 
of subscribing myself Dear Sir 

Your obliged and Obedient Servant 

F. Byrdsall 
28 Vandam St, New York 



From F. JL Ehnore. o. o. 

Columbia August 26, 1844. 
My Dear Sir Since 1 wrote you last I rec*. yours of the 6 
Augs*. and concurring intirely in the views it expressed, I 
showed it to some of your friends to prevent any misconcep- 
tion of your opinions. Events occurred after I wrote you 
wholly uncxiKicted to me* M'. Stuart the Sen'. Editor of the 
Mercury has not l)ccn in Charleston, nor connected in any 
waj' with politics, so nuich as even to write a line for his 
paper for 14 months, until he suddenly threw off his inaction 
and without consultation that I can learn with any one out of 
the small circle in Beaufort, wrote that fiery Editorial which 
has caused so much excitement everywhere. I knew he was 
excited himself but I had no idea he would throw himself into 
such a position. M^ Clapp did not agree with him and felt 
fettered and embarrassed, but I fear even now he feels him- 
self called on to stand up to the lead. In Charleston the effect 
was at one moment alarming-:-it produced in the old Union 
men a disposition to renew the old issues. Some of them 
thought it a most favorable opportunity to force us from our 
State Ilights principles and drive us into a recantation or into 
a minority. They wished to join issue with the Mercury's 
Leader and M*" Khett and cut them off and so weaken us who 
were loft that if at any time hereafter we proposed to put the 
State on her Sovereignty, that we would be unable to move. 
Co*. Memminger's terms were 1. to join issue with Rhett and 
his friends and make his proposition a^question of Union or 
Disunion — 2**. That we should pledge ourselves that we would 
not under an}'^ circumstances make any move to put the State 

1 This oditoiial, printed in tho Charleston Mercury of August 0, may bo found reprinted 
In Niles's Register, LXVI, 40(M06. It was connected with tho "Bloffton movement," as 
to which sec tho letter of September 17, 1844, In Part I, tupra. 



968 AHERIOAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

in action against the Tariff of 1842 during the whole term of 
the next Legislature. A public meeting w^ absolutely nec- 
essary, for cither, he and those he could influence would take 
steps to bring the public mind to these points, or we must 
anticipate him. We had ascertained his views in a consulta- 
tion of a part of our active men, and as he would not recede 
and we could not concur with him, we took the lead and had 
our meeting and passed the Resolutions you have seen. So 
far I have heard no objections to our Course and am in great 
hope they will be satisfactory to allmost all our friends and 
go far to piH3vent any further divisions or to render them if 
inevitable less dangerous to the U^ion and good feeling of our 
Paity. We so timed our proceedings as to send them to the 
great Macon Meeting, which the state of my health and pri- 
vate affairs prevented my attending. 

I have rec**. letters from M'. Seddon and from Howard of 
Georgia imploring us to turn aside the movements for State 
action. They said the measures proposed in South Carolina, 
were embarrassing them exceedingly and seemed to be ex- 
ceeding apprehensive that we would cause their defeat in V* 
and G*. I hope they will be relieved by our Resolutions. I 
wrote to both to Seddon particularly and requested him to 
get M^ Ritchie to notice and give our proceedings such an 
interpretation as would place us right before the Party. . . . 
Yrs very truly 

F. II. Rlmouk 



Prom JPrancis W, Pickeiut, o. c. 

Edgewood 9 Sept. '44. 

My D£ar Sir After great trouble and exhaustion I arrived 
at home yesterday from Tenn: I came across from Athens 
to Pendleton under an expectation I would meet you there. 
But when I got there I found you were not expected and 1 
heard one of my children was very ill — so I came directly 
through and did not see your family^ 

Although I did not get to Nashville in time for the great 
convention * yet 1 flatter myself I got in time to do some good. 

1 Democratic mass convention, attended by several thousand men, August 15. 
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I attended other meetings and addressed the people &c. I saw 
delegates from every state in the valley of the Miss: and I can 
assure you that all is right in that quarter. There is deep 
excitement and great activity, and what is best the canvass is 
conducted on our principles. I went over the whole ground 
as to measures and men with Polk (at whose house I spent two 
days) and there are no disguises. Everytliin^g is perfectly scUis- 
factory, I wish I could have seen you. There is no connec- 
tion at all with the N. York managers and no correspondence 
even. Benton is off, and he is denounced everywhere. 1 was 
at Jackson's a day &c., and he convened perfectly free with 
me upon all ]X)ints. He tells me Benton will never be with us 
again — and says 'Uhank GodI the party can do without him.'' 
He sent a message to 3enton by his particular friend Judge 
Boldin, to the same effect but even stronger. Jackson says he 
is deranged by the explosion of that game. Polk is entirely 
unt7'avitled and is determined if elected to do all he can to 
reform the Gov: and the 1'* thing is to reduce the Tariff of 
1842 to a revenue measure entirely and upon the principles of 
the compromise act; 2** to introduce strict economy; 3** acquii*e 
Texas at all hazzards. He will plant himself upon these meas- 
ures and look Krmly to posterity to do him justice and without 
the slightest reference to teniporary power as he has announced 
his determination not to look to re-election. He will look to 
integrity and qualifications solely for oflSce and none will be 
removed except for deficiency in those points. 1 found him 
exceedingly friendly and we were very free, but of course I 
mention these things to you alone. None of the old leaders 
are in council with him — this I know* He answers no com- 
mittees and writes to none but very general letters and in 
pai'ticular cases. The information is that every state in the 
valley will certainly go for him exept Kty. and Ohio— and the 
probabilities are that the latter will go with us, particularly 
since Tyler's withdmwal. 

Our friends are determined to fight every inch of ground 
for Kty. and with some reasonable hopes so they tell me. 
Tenn. is deeply excited and from what 1 see and hear will go 
for us. They are in full discussion ujyon the Tariff there and 1 
addressed them exactly as 1 would a So. Ca. audience, and 
they are with us in feeling. All we want is prudence and 
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judgement amongst ourselves to secure the fruits of a complete 
victory, and if we should be defeated, to organize a powerful 
opposition upon sound principles, and with the cerUinty of 
success. In 1832 we had no hearing with the llep. party as 
Jackson had led them off and we had none with the National 
Rep. paity as they were ags* us on principle, but now we are 
forcing the discussion upon our issues with the whole Demo- 
ci*atic party and they are just coming up to us. We have 
every prospect of having a combined and powerful union, and 
with the unsound portion of the party thrown off; now under 
these circumstances it is madness and folly, and worne 
unjxUrioUcy to seperate ourselves and throw off those who 
are with us in feeling and principle. All your friends in 
Nashville, Shelbyville and Huntsville Ala. conversed with me 
freely and anxiously. I stopped in Huntsville on my return, 
and the whole population from what I could learn are deter- 
mined to move for you early after the Election. Judge 
Thompson, Col. M^Clang, Mr. Clements are all your friends 
and they are the leaders about Huntsville. I told them when 
they moved to call the people together, and commence by 
setting forth that ^'we the people are dotennined to manage 
the next presidential Election for ourselves alone, and there- 
fore nominate you as the people's candidate," &e. They will 
move in all North Ala. exactly where 1 want the move to 
commence in the heart of the old Jackson mnks. Yourfnendn 
in Nashville say they can get at least 60^000 people to meet 
you in Nashville at any time. From all convei*H)iti()n and 
from what I have seen of the West I am satisfied that you 
ought to visit that country next May, Go early before any 
public move is made for you. I know you can do much. I 
never saw men so devoted to our aiuse than they are there, 
and I had such crowds of Gentlemen to call even on me that 
I talked myself perfectly hoarse every night. 1 know all they 
want is light. All our ideas are new to them and they seize 
them with the greatest eagerness. They are a shrewd people 
and patriotic. The only thing I had to contend agst was the 
sensativeness, that I feared, might be created in the breast of 
other gent, from distant states, from the excessive desire 
manifested to hear from So. Ca. to the exclusion of attention 
to others. I therefore rather avoided speaking when I could. 
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I saw this feeling distinctly shewn in Mr. Melville of N. York. 
But I could utter no sentiment on the Tariff too strong for 
those people, and they are all l>econiing to understand it 
thoroughly. 

I think we have now every prospect of carrying the election. 
If N. York goes with us of course Polk is elected, but even if 
not and N. Jersey and Tenn. go still he is elected without N. 
Y. If Clay is defeated of course he is done, and will no longer 
be a disturbing force in the South. I think all our prospects 
are better than I have seen them for years. I am sure a calm 
and dignified course in yourself will give you the complete 
command of the future, and you know I have generally -spoken 
my candid sentiments to you. I think things have developed 
now clearly who were your sincere friends and those who 
were so merely from selfish considerations. ... 

I find this State perfectly calm and united out of Beaufort^ 
and the only contmiy appearance is exhibited in the Mercury, 

I heard M^'DuflSe was for Disunion, but I saw him for a few 
moments in Abbeville as I passed and he did not talk that way 
to me. I do not think he has any definite ideas. He seemed 
to deprecate the recent moves in Beaufoi*t and Colleton as 
far as I could understand him, yet I confess he seemed more 
confused than I ever saw him. There were several present, 
amongst them Judge VVardlaw, and I denounced the mad 
schemes of those who were crying for seperate action. I 
afterwards took M®D. one side to talk freely with him and 
told him what I had heard of him — he denied it— and yet 
seemed indefinite — said he preferred cesession to Nulification 
and that was all the idea he suggested. His health is much 
improved. 

I suppose the Oregon question is before you bj*^ this. 
Very truly 

F. W. Pickens. 



From Francis Wharton, o. o. 

Philadelphia, September ll*** 1844 
My Dear Sm, I wrote you a letter some time since, and 
though I do not know whether you are in Washington, I am 
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going to write you another. I have been for some time con- 
sidering the propriety of establishing a weekly paper in this 
city, based on the plan of the London Examiner or Spectator, 
designed to be both political and literary. M^ Gilpin' and 
M^ C. J. IngersoU, whom I have consulted, both consider the 
plan to be judicious, and likely, if placed in enterprising 
hands, to be of great benefit to the republican party. I am 
half involved as editor, but before taking any step, I am 
anxious to consult with you. If it is got up here, — under the 
patronage of the established party leaders, — it will be soon 
Van Buranized and Silas Wrighted. There will be no help- 
ing it. They will control the subscription list, and contribute 
the capital. AP. Ingei*soll will hand in a tariff article, and in 
it will go, and M^ Gilpin will load us with ^nti-Texas squibs 
which we will have to tire. We will be prevented from taking 
the republican stand, — advocating the States rights paily, — 
rallying under your name, — ^and what is worse, we will be 
hunkerised and Albany regencyised till we settle into a 
weekly edition of the Pennsylvanian. 

For such a cause, I have no taste. It is my ambition to 
fall into other i*anks, and it would give me the greatest pleas- 
ure to devote, unrepayed, my time to the dissemination of 
your views in the Northern States. I believe it could be done 
with success. I see great need for an organ which would do 
so north of the Potomac. I am fully confident of the ability 
of myself, and those who would l)e associated with me, to put 
the matter tirmly and atti*actively before the public. If we 
mean to move, however, we must be started; if we do not lean, 
primarily, upon the North for subscribers, we must lean on the 
South. Could not twenty gentlemen be found who will con- 
tribute fifty dollars apiece as shareholders, for the establish- 
ment of such an organ 'f A paper coming out weekly, under 
such auspices, with such declared views, at two dollars and a 
half a year, — could, I am sure, run up a large and active list 
of sutecribers. I have consulted with the publisher of the 
Pennsylvanian who thinks that as a financial matter, the plan 
would succeed; and with some government, and more per- 

1 Henry D. Qilpiu. 
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sonal, patronage, its success woilld be certain. Allow me, 
therefore, to ask your consideration to its practical bearings. 
With great attachment, I am yours &c 

Francis Wharton. 

« 

I send one or two English papers on the same plan. 



From Memucan Hxmt} c. c. 

Private Galveston, Texas, October 2"** 1844 

My Dear Sir, The present momentous position of this 
country induces me to take the liberty of addressing you this 
note with view of stating our situation and making some sug- 
gestions in relation to what should be our present policy and 
actions and of asking yours in reply. 

It is doubtful from the course he has heretofore pursued 
and from what I can learn whether Af Anson Jones, thePres* 
elect of Texas, is favorable to our unipn with the U. S. The 
recent appointments of M** Terrell as Minister to Great Brit- 
ain and Mr. Reily to the U. S., both of whom are avowed 
opponents of annexation when added to the recent zealous sup- 
port of the British party in Texas of M' Jones for Pres* with 
the declaration, in some instances, on their part, that they 
voted for M** Jones because he was opposed to annexation is 
calculated to increase these doubts. I hope however they ikre 
unfounded. When I saw him last, which was in February, we 
held frequent conversations on the subject and I can assure 
you that he was at that time an unreserved advocate of the 
measure, yet he may have changed since the defeat of the 
treaty for that object, by the U. S. Senate. Whether he has, 
or has not, I am satisfied that if your congi*ess will pass a law 
providing for the union within the next twelve months, that 
at least two thirds of both houses of the congress of Texas will 
ratify the same. 

There is no guaranty however that this would be the case at 
a later date. The very policy I, as one of the citizens of this 
countiy, shall recommend to my friends in congress to adopt — 
whilst I believe it is calculated to hasten your action in favor of 

1 Memucan Hunt wm charge des affaires of the Republic of Texas at Washington In 
1837, and is noted as having at that time made proposals of annexation. 
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the mea8ure — will at the same time tend to create a powerful 
party in this country, opposed to it. The recommendation I 
shall offer is a simple reduction by law of our import duties to 
10 per cent, or even 8, or 6, ad valorem on all products and man- 
ufactories of any country which will admit the products and 
manufactories of Texas on the same conditions, and to such 
countries as refuse an acquiescence a requisition of discrimi- 
nating duties of from 25 to 200 per cent. This proposition 
would, doubtless, be exceeded to by Great Britain, France and 
Belgium — ^Texas being exclusively an agricuituml country. 
The i*esult of this if it is adopted, will be great, very great, 
injuries to both the manufactures and revinues of the U. S., 
for, as I stated officially to your Gov' in 1837 it will be impos- 
sible to prevent smuggling from one country to the other when 
their tariffs of duties materially differ. The passage of such 
a law, as the one 1 have refered to, in the event of its being 
met with reciprocal regulations in Great Britain and the other 
powers of Europe with which we have treaties, of which 
there is little doubt, would at once engage capital enough at 
this place to supply the valley of the Mississippi with all the 
goods they need the duties of which exceed 20 \yov cent. The 
proprietors of the great manufacturing interests in the U. S. 
foreseeing this result, will, it appears to me, become advocates 
of immediate annexation, for, without it, the state of ti*ade 
above depicted will destroy or greatly impair their prosperity 
and they are surely wise enough to foresee that if Texas once 
adopts this, almost free ti*ade system and its citizens derive 
the benefits that will certainly accrue to them from it they will 
become opposed in a very short time to annexation. The ex- 
pences of our government is a mere nothing and 8 or 10 per 
cent duties will pay them. Agriculture would be greatly pro- 
moted by such a system of trade and the wealth of the mer- 
cantile interest in such a state of things would soon greatly 
control all classes of our citizens and I can not say but that in 
twelve months after its adoption a majority of the people of 
Texas would be opposed to annexation, and backed as they 
would be, doubtless, by Great Britain and France it Would be 
impossible for the U. S. to force a connexion at an after time. 
As an individual and one who consulted alone his individual 
happiness and prosperity for life 1 should be opposed to 
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annexation myself and were it [not] coupled with the para- 
mount security of Republican institutions in the U. S. and the 
prosperity and happiness of so many millions of the human 
family I should now oppose it 

If you think I am wrong in my views as regards the best 
policy to be adopted by Texas to procure speedy annexation 
be pleased to communicate to me any other policy you may 
think is better. There is no public measure, whatever, the 
result of which causes me half the solicitude. I believe that 
the success of mankind in sustaining republican institutions 
depend upon it. I have the pleasure to forward a slip from 
a newspaper along with this announcing the arrival of Gen' 
Duff (Jrecn as U. S. Consul at this place. No officer of any 
Government, or of any grade has ever be^n welcomed among 
us with as nnich cordiality and respect as the Gen' was on his 
ai'rival. It is a matter of surprise hero to every person, with 
whom I have convci'scdf upon the subject that Gen' Green had 
not been appointed minister to Texas. I assure you the 
appointment could not be confered on a gentleman who would 
be more welcome to the Texian Nation in that capacity. 

I have written in great haste. The Orleans packet that 
bears this has wrang its last bell. I have not time to read 
over what I have written and make the necessary corrections. 
You will be pleased therefore to excuse errors and omissions. 
1 have the honor to be With great regard 
Your friend and svt 

Memucan Huj^t. 



From Duff Oreen. o. o. 

Mexico 28*'' Ocf^. 1844 
Private. 

My deak Sik From Gov Shannon's Official dispatch you 
will learn that he has as yet received no reply to his letter to 
the Mexican Minister on the subject of Texas. I learn that a 
reply is in the course of preparation and that it may be ex- 
pected in the course of a few days. Gov Shannon' having 
determined to avail himself of the English Courier which leaves 

1 Wilson Shannon, U. 8. minister in Mexico. See the next letter. 
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to morrow, I will remain a few days longer, that he may for- 
ward the reply by the Brig Lawrence which is now at Vera 
Cruz waiting his orders to convey me to Galveston. 

I am convinced that it is impossible to obtain the consent of 
this Government to the Cession to the United States of Texas, 
California or any part of the public domain of Mexico what- 
ever. I proceed to give you my reasons for thinking so. 

The policy of Santa Anna has been for years — since the time 
of M"" Poinsett,' to foster a prejudice ag'. the United States. 
His purpose has been to occupy the public mind of Mexico 
with the apprehension of an invasion from the United States, 
and make his Countrymen believe that he alone can protect 
them and the interests of Mexico. The Mexicans are ignorant 
and jealous of all foreigners and especially of the North Amer- 
icans, and all the measures which Santa Anna has taken against 
foreigners are popular, in Mexico. He excited a national 
sentiment throughout the whole Country, which is strength- 
ened by the apprehensions of the Priests who fear that the 
whole country will be overrun by us and that the Confiscation 
of the Church property will follow. The fundamental law 
forbids the Executive to alienate any portion of the public 
Domain without the consent of Congress, and such is the state 
of parties that if either Congress or the Executive wished to 
Alienate Texas, it would be opposed by the other and made 
the pretence for a revolution. 

Indeed Santa Anna left here on the 12^ of September for 
Marugo and Clava, under a confident lieliof that the Army 
would pronounce against Congress and make him Protector 
for life. His partisans were divided, in opinion, many of 
them urging him to assume supreme power at once, but he 
feared that if he overthrew the Congress a counter Revolution 
would ensue, and he might forfeit his life. He has about ten 
thousand soldiers at Jallapa and Vera Cruz, that he might 
throw the i*esponsibility on the congress, he availed himself of 
the occasion of the death of his wife to retire, and Gmalizo a 
creature of his will was appointed President ad interim. The 
government press and the partisans of Santa Anna Every 
where denounced Congress for failing to make the necessary 

1 U.S. Minister in Mexico. 1825-1829; see p. 190. 



LETTERS TO JOHN C. CALHOUN. 977 

appropriations for the "War of Texas" and thus endeavored 
to make the failure to vote the means of prosecuting that war 
the pretence for the overthrow of Congress and declaring 
Santa Anna Protector for life. The Army is nominally 35,000 
men. Congress had voted 30,000 more and had voted an appro- 
priation of four millions of dollars for that war, — to be raised 
by a special tax. Of that tax a very small part had been col- 
lected, and the greiitcr part, more than it is believed can bo 
realised, had been anticipated by drafts of the Government in 
favor of favorite contitictors. It was with great difficulty 
that funds could be raised from week to week to pay these 
troops on which Santa Anna relies for personal protection, and 
instead of marching men into Texas, they cannot find money 
to send troops into the Districts where their presence is 
required to enforce the Collection of the Taxes. 

When I reached here it was believed that things had reached 
a crisis. A Pronunciamento was daily expected. Santa Anna, 
his old wife not yet one month in the grave, had married a 
young Girl of 16, by proxy, and I met her on the way to Jal- 
lapa, under the charge of her Godfather (Camdo) where she 
was to meet her husband. The plan was for the Army to 
pronounce against Congress and to call Santa Anna from his 
retirement who was to sacrifice his domestic happiness and, 
leaving his young wife, again to take upon himself the cares 
of state to save his Country. In the mean time the opposition 
in Congress and throughout the Country gained strength. 
The Senators and deputies became bolder. They had voted 
four millions for the war of Texas, Santa Anna demanded ten 
millions more. The opposition demanded an exhibit of the 
manner in which the four millions had been applied and de- 
fended themselves upon the ground that the sum voted had 
been absorbed by the minister and that they would vote no 
more without a change of ministers. Each party professing 
to wish the reconquest of Texas, and both using the Texas 
question as a means of masking their own movements. Both 
relying on the Army, not to reconquer Texas but to revolu- 
tionise the Government. Santa Anna has the advantage of 
being in power, and of having surrounded himself by men 
who are dependant upon him for their Commissions, is with- 
out the means of paying his troops. The exhausted condition 
HIST 99 — VOL II 62 
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of the treasury and the unwillingness of the people to pa}' 
direct taxes, must soon bring a crisis. In one district a tax 
collector was killed and in another the people have refused to 
pay and troops left here yesteixlay to enforce the payment. 
It is well undei'stood that both parties are doing all they can 
to dpfeat the measures of ea^h other and to throw upon their 
opponents the odium of the Revolution which both declare 
must soon take place. The opposition wish to drive Santa 
Anna to pronounce against and dissolve the Congress, hoping 
that the reaction in favor of the Constitutional Government 
and of Congress will enable them to effect a Counter revolu- 
tion. In which case Santa Anna and his principal advisers 
will in all probability lose their lives. On the other hand 
Santa Anna thinks that as Things are getting worse and worse 
the Country will soon, call him to the exercise of absolute 
power, in which case he will shoot his enemies. 

In such a state of things — In the midst of a Civil Conflict, 
where each party is seeking pretences to murder and confis- 
cate the property of their opponents, and where the principle 
[is maintained] that it is treason to sell any part of tlie public 
domain to the United States, it is worse than folly to suppose 
that either party can alienate any pai*t of Texas or California. 

I have ascertained too that the Mexican bond holders in 
England, hold a moilgage on the Californias to secure the 
payment of twenty six millions of deferred debt, which mort- 
gage expires in 1847.* 

You will naturally ask, if such is the condition of the 
Country, why is it the Mexican Government will not sell? 
As the Gov^ is so much in debt and unable to mise money but 
by direct taxation why do they not disband the army, econo- 
mise their expenditure and sell a part of their territory which 
they must soon lose by revolution ? 

The answer is "that the arguments of the public interest 
and public duty, are in vain addressed to lx)th parties. The 
purpose of Santa Anna and his party is to establish a military 
despotism, and hence they find an argument in the discord 
and disorganisation of the government. Both parties look to 
power as a means of enriching the official encumbents. The 

1 So ran the frequent rumor at thU time, but Bancroft, California, IV, 296, says there I4 
no evi^enpe that it was true. 
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embarrassed Condition of the Treasury, enables them to pur- 
chase in demand against the Government at a discount, and 
the command of the Treasury enables them to pay the claims 
thus purchased in preference to all others. It is said a seat 
in the Cabinet with a salary of (GOOD per annum enables a 
minister to realise $500,000 per annum. Santa Anna him- 
self, it is said, makes a large sum by the sale of Commissions 
in the Army and in the Customs, and besides he has large 
Haciendas on which he feeds large droves of cattle, which are 
sold to the Amiy at three times the usual market prices. ' 

You will see that the war against Texas is the pretence on 
which both parties are seeking office and that the cmlmrrasscd 
condition of the Treasury is used as a means of enriching 
those who have possession of the Government. When to this 
you add the fact that the state of public opinion is such that 
any party, being in power, and selling Texas or California to 
the United States, would be driven from office and thai the 
chances are as ten to one that their doing so would be used as 
an argument for shooting them and confiscating their property, 
You can then understand why 1 say that it [is] impossible to 
make any new arrangement with Mexico as to Texas or Cali- 
fornia for some time yet to come, at least. 

1 believe that there is one way and but one in which all that 
our Government desire and much more than you ask for can 
be had, but I am not now prepared to submit my Views to 
paper. 1 reserve them for personal explanation, and until 
after 1 have visited Texas. 

In the mean time permit me to call your attention to the 
Mortgage on the Californias. I am told that it contains a 
condition that if the money is not paid in 1847, the Creditors 
shall take possession of the Country. The British Consul 
Gen*, here is the agent of the Creditors. I have endeavored 
to obtain a copy of the Deed, but cannot do it without pay- 
ing fifteen hundred or two thousand dollars for it Permit 
me to say that it is important that you should obtain this 
through our minister hpre or in London, as the possession 
of California will necessarily conunand the settlements on the 
Columbia. 

The Tactics of the opposition is not to assail Santa Anna 
personally, but bis uiinisters. He has been compelled to 
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sacrifice Trigueros, Minister of the Ti'easury, and others are 
expected to follow. Each removal adds to the list of his 
enemies, and as each new incumbent comes into office to play 
the game of his predecessor, and enrich himself and his asso- 
ciates by plundering the treasury, the same opposition Con- 
tinues. Thus in the face of Governor Shannon's letter and 
the declamtion that a war with the United States is inevitable 
the House of Deputies by a vote of 43 to 13 a few days ago, 
refused the loan of ten millions demanded by Santa Anna. 
The present Government may 'therefore temporise, but we 
have nothing to hope from Mexico. They cannot reconquer 
Texas but they will not sell Texas. The revolution here may 
be delayed. It may not be a bloody or a protmcted Civil War, 
but to me it appears that a revolution is inevitable and that 
nothing but an army can prevent a Civil War. The Army is 
said to be as much divided as the Congress. 

Youi*s truly Duff Green 



Froia Wilson Sluinnon.^ o. c. 

Private. 

Legation of the U S of A. Mexico, Oct 29'** 1844. 
D* Sir The draft of a note you had the goodness to send me, 
I considered so entirely applicable to the present State of things 
here, that I made no alterations in it, except of a verbal char- 
acter as you will See by my Despatch.* It has produced quite 
a sensation in this city, its contents having been made known 
by the officers of the Government. I have received no answer. 
I am told Santa Anna, to whom it was sent at Jalapa, has 
directed it to be transmited to Congress and that it will be Sent 
in toinorrow. 1 am also advised that he is not displeased with 
the document as he thinks he can turn it to his advantage by 
forcing Congress to take the responsibility of alNindoning the 
Texas war. Neither Santa Anna nor Congress will think of 

1 Wllaoii Shannon (1802-1887), who had been twice K*»venior of Ohio, wiis from April, 
1844, to May, 1&15, minister of tho United Stiilus in Mexico, lie WHHuficrwanls ii member 
of Congress, and was governor of Kansas during a piirt of the period of civil hlrife in that 
territory. 

"See Shannon's letter to Rejon, October 14, 1844. in Niles's Register. LXVII, 234. It 
follows closely the text of Calhoun's dispatch to Shannon, Septemlter 10, 1814, ibid., 282, 
and Works, V. 864. 
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i*enewing the war against Texas so long as it is believed that 
the U. S. will have to be encountered as well as Texas. Con- 
gress will now be compelled to act and provide the means to 
carry on the war or abandon it. The former they will not do 
for various reasons. In the fii*st place they are determined to 
give Santa Anna no more money, and in the second place they 
have no Sourse from which to raise the money without pro- 
ducing a revolution. The five millions appropriation will not 
produce more than two and a half and that is already exhausted 
and more than antisipated by drafts on the treasury. The 
people are now taxed beyond indurence and while 1 am writ- 
ing the Government is sending troops to the South to enforce 
the payment of this tax. Their retched prohibatoiy system 
has nearly Cut off all revenue from importations and the inter- 
nal rcsourses ai*e gone. I See it is predicted in some of the 
papei*s in the U. S. that Mexico will declare war against the 
U. S. ; there is as much probability that the Emperor of China 
will do so. Gen* Green will give you the details of the polit- 
ical rumors and speculations here. I did not think it prudent 
to put them in my official Dispatch. His views and opinions 
of things here may, I think, be relied on. The U. S. Brig 
Laurence (Capt Jarvis) is now at Vera Cruz waiting my orders. 
As my Dispatch and Accompanying documents are highly 
important and should be in Washington City before the meet- 
ing of Congress I have transmited them to Capt Jarvis and 
directed him to go direct to Pensacola and to deliver my dis- 
patches at that place to Lieutenant Pennock who is instructed 
to convey them to Washington by the neai'est and quickest 
route. Considering the uncertainty of the mails this season of 
the year, and the possibility of the packages being miscarried 
or not reaching you in time I have thought it would best meet 
with your approbation to pui*sue the coui^se I have above stated. 
There has been a new minister of finance appointed in the 
place of Mr. Trigueros who has been permited to retire. The 
new minister is about issuing a general order suspending the 
payment of all drafts on the Treasury for the want of money. 
It is said and, I believe truly, that there is not a dollar in the 
Treasury. The next instalment due our Citizens will be pay- 
able in a day or two but I do not think it will be possible for 
the Government to raise the means to make the payment. It 
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is said that exersions are making to raiso the money but the 
belief hero is so strong among the monicd men that a revolu- 
tion is inevitable that they Cannot be induced upon any con- 
sidemtion to advance the government money. 
Yours with great respect 

Wilson Shannon. 



From. Amh^ose Dudley 3fann.^ c. c. 

Bremen Oct. 31, 1844 
Unofficial — Private 

Dear Sir; It is contended, and I doubt not honestly believed, 
by no inconsiderable number of the citizens of the United 
States, that Great Britain has no designs — either immediate 
or ulterior — upon Texas. In this is to be found the only 
justification for the rejection by the Senate of the Annexation 
Treaty. Mr. Clay in one of his lettoi*s says: '*If any Euro- 
pean nations entertains any ambitious designs upon Texas, such 
as that of colonizing hei\ oi' in any loay subjecting /ler^ I should 
consider it as the imperative duty of the govemmeiit of the 
United States to oppose such designs hy tlte most firm and deter- 
mined resistance^ to. tlie extent if necessary hy appealing to 
arms.^^ This I am disposed to regard as being a sentiment 
which prevails generally amongst the party of which he is the 
acknowledged leader. Of coui^se it cannot be in favor with 
the nether end of it — the Abolitionists and Old Ilartford con- 
ventionists. 

Now it is impemtive, on everv lover of his country, who is 
under the impression ^^ that any European nation" ^'entertains 
any ambitious designs upon Texas," to contribute all in his 
power to the establishment of the fact, and I, therefore, under 
a solemn sense of duty, transmit to you 7ny testimony. About 
eight months ago a Treaty was concluded at Paris between 
the Hanse-towns and Texas by their respective representa- 
tives, Baron von Rompf ' resident Minister there, and Coli 
Daingerfield, accredited to the Hague and the Ilanse-towns. 
It was forwarded soon af terwai*ds to Bremen and Hamburgh 

> Ambrose Dudley Mann, afterward noted as a Confederate commissioner in England, 
was at this time United States consul at Bremen. 
* Rumpf . 
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for mtificatioii. The "Burgher's Convent'' of the former 
City, before which it was laid for approval, accepted it and 
authorized the Senate to transmit it to the capitol of Texas 
for the action of Congress, which assembles in December, 
which, as I learn from a high source, was accordingly done. 
An Exequator was then granted to the Consul for Texas. At 
Hamburgh the Treaty met with slight opposition, some of its 
stipulations not being altogether satisfactory, and it was post- 
poned for further consideration. But no question, as I under- 
stand, was mised relative to the independence of Texas. Her 
right to negotiate Treaties had been recognized hy the Ilanseatie 
3finister in his negotiations with the Texas Charge at Paris, 
It is proper for me to remark, that during the early stage of 
the pendency of this matter at Hamburgh, tidings reached 
Europe that an annexation Treaty had been concluded at 
Washington. British influence now commenced its wily 
operations, successfully but unseen, and final action was pro- 
ci*astinatcd and avoided on the Treaty, so long, that about three 
weeks since Col. Dangei*field who was staying at the Hague, 
suspecting that something was wrong, repaired to Hamburgh. 
Immediately after his arrival there the Mexican Consul Gen- 
eral addressed a note to the Senate of Hamburgh, protesting 
against the ratification of the Treaty with Texas; and, as t am 
assured, subsequently refused to certify the papers of the ship 
**Najade," bound to Vera Cruz with merchandize, until he 
received from that body a satisfactory decision. The Treaty 
of "Navigation and commerce" between Mexico and the 
Hanse-t6wns expired by limitation in August and as the 12 
months notice, required before it can expire, has not been 
given by either of the contmcting parties, Mexico now threat- 
ens if Texas is acknowledged hy llainimrgh to make reprisals 
upon Ilanseatie vessels. I have no positive evidence of the 
truth of this latter statement, but for the last day or two, it 
has been currentlv rumored. The Senate of Bremen received 
a note, also, from the Mexican Consul at this place, making a 
similar protestation to that at Hamburgh. A question arose 
whether Bremen should recede from the position which it had 
taken and notify the government of Texas of this determina- 
tion, previous to the meeting of Congress, or disregard the 
Protest utterly, with the risk of alienating itself from Ham- 
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burgh the last of its confedemtes (Lubeck excepted) of the 
once powerful Hanseatic League? It was a most momentous 
one, and public opinion as far as it expressed itself , prepon- 
derated in favor of the fonner policy. Such a trial Bremen 
never experienced. While the excitement was at its heighth, 
I was, unofficially, asked for a frank expression of my senti- 
ments on the subject. As an American citizen (not as U. S. 
Consul) — as one who felt as if the unalterable principles of 
justice had been grossly, wantonly outraged by the vile con- 
duct of Mexico, urged on by England — I gave them fully, 
unreservedly. It is revolting to the feelings of humanity, to 
the philanthrophy which characterizes the age in which we live, 
that the civilized world should permit Mexico to raise a ques- 
tion touching the right of Texas to enter into treaties at this 
late period. The battle of San Jacinto tei*minated the strug- 
gle between the two countries and the war waged since by 
Mexico, is merely a qtuisi one.' I am now confidentially ad- 
vised, from a high quarter, that come what may Bremen will 
adhere rigidly to her original purpose. At her head is the 
great Burghermeiater Smidt, not only the master spirit of 
the Hanseatic Republics, but one of the most distinguished 
peraonagcs in Germany, renowned all over Europe as one of 
the most talented members of the Congreas of Vienna of 1815. 
And here allow me to ask a question, what stand would the 
United States assume, if in consequence of the policy adopted 
by Bremen, one of her ships should be captured by a Mexican 
man-of-war while. on a voyage to Galveston? It is known 
that Bremen has no Navy whatever, to protect her commerce. 
Hamburgh is an English city, — ^almost as much under the 
control of the British. Ministry, as Washington is under the 
control of the Federal Government. Its merchants derive 
their chief benefits, in Trade, from England. They are in 
reality English factors and the nation does everything that it 
can to sustain and encourage them. The postage on Letters 
from London to Hamburgh, by the Royal mail, is only about 
one-third of that charged to Altona, when the distance to the 
two places is the samel If Great Britain had said to Hamburgh, 
I have recognized Texas long since; it is your duty to do so, 
it is idle to suppose that the matter would have been unneces- 
sarily delayed for one moment. But unfortunately in her 
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diplomacy and in her general relation to the world — savage or 
civilized— she is actuated by no higher principle than interest 
If she can cut off Texas from the German markets, she embar- 
rases in a pecuniary point of view its citizens, and puts them 
in a condition to accept such overtures as she may hereafter 
make. If she can prevent its recognition by other powers 
she creates additional objections in Europe against its annexa- 
tion to the U. States. I have watched her stealthy movements 
so closely for the last two years that I can see through all her 
artificies. Hanover, whose king is one of her aybjectSy is ready 
to act any part which may be assigned it. Through him she 
has control of the Elbe, and uses it when necessar}^ to tame 
any ref itictory spirit that may be evinced at Hamburgh. 

The Mexican Consul General is said to be on terms of the 
closest intimacy with the British Consul General, a f unctionery 
who receives a salary four times as large as that given to you, 
in payment of the weighty duties discharged by you, and who 
no doubt uses it freely, in the accomplishment of impoitant 
measures. Moreover I have been kindly permitted to read 
letters from English Merchants in Hamburgh to their corre- 
spondents, expressing the greatest delight at the ^^ bold stand," 
as they termed it, taken by the Mexican Consuls. 

The "Protests" of certain powers in Europe and the mani- 
fest opposition of othei*s against the annexation of Texas, 
should be regarded by our government in the light they are 
intended, as m.ere scare-crmos. 'No nation dare go to war with 
us. Ilothschiid holds the purse-strings, and he will never 
untie them for the purposes of war anywhere. His own safety 
forbids such a belief, for let any state becx)me involved in war 
with America and revolution would succeed revolution in 
Europe. But the time may come when Great Britain will be 
immensely formidable to us. . In the unsettled condition of 
Spain she may secure a foothold on Cuba, and through her 
machinations Texas, rather than come under the galling yoke 
of Mexico, may throw itself into her arms. Then, then indeed, 
she would no longer feel that dependence on us for our Cotton, 
which now exists, and surrounding us by her ai*mics and her 
j9ects, she would humble us to the very dust of the earth. 
Would to Heaven that my countrymen could stand where I 
stand, and see what 1 have seen for the last two years, of 
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Biitish duplicity. With one voice they would exclaim to 
their riders ^^give us Texas if passible witJumt a War^ hut give 
lis Texas whatever the consequences*\ 

In a few weeks I shall forward to you a Report of the polit- 
ical condition of the ^^ Deutsche Zollvoroin" — the production 
and consumption therein — (as well as in the other states of 
Germany &c) — of tobacco. 

I enclose you in a slip from the ^^ Richmond Enquirer" of 
the 25"^ June a Letter which I wrote to the Editors over the 
signature of ^^Agricola". The opinions expressed in relation 
to France^ from an intercourse with many people of that 
country during the summer I am sure are not without the best 
foundation. You will perceive the necessity of regarding this 
note as altogether pri/oaie; and believe me 
Your Friend Faithfully 

A. D. Mann. 



From WiUia^a H. ITifig.^ c. c. 

(Private) [Oct. or Nov. 1844] 

Mr Dear Sir M''. Otis, our Consul at Basle, has i*ecently 
been in Paris^ to confer with me relative to the affair of Kos- 
ter. I found hiip to be an intelligent Gentleman, and judg- 
ing from his conduct and efforts to procure Koster's aiTest, 
I should say he is a zealous and active agent of the Govern- 
ment. The compensation his consulate affords is insufficient 
for his support. M^ Otis could, without any iniuinvciiicncH) 
to persons engaged in commerce with Switzerland, discharge 
all the duties of Consul for the whole Confederation; this 
would afford to him the means of living as an American Con- 
sul should. The Consul at Zurich is a Swiss peimanently set- 
tled there, and extensively engaged in commerce; and the 
Merchants are generally opposed to submitting their Invoices 
to a Consul whose commercial operations conflict with their 
own. The objection seems to be reasonable, and wherever 
our Government can command the services of native citizens 

1 William R. King (1786-1858), who hud been senator from Alabama from 1818 to 1844, 
wan Minister to France from April 1844 to September, 1846, after which he served again 
in the Senate from 1848 to 1853, and was Vice-President under Pierce, dying early in the 
tetter's administration. 
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who arc not engaged in commerce, it would certainly be desir- 
able to do so. Would it not also be advantageous to reduce 
the number of our consular agents and extend the sphere of 
the duties of those employed? I make this suggestion from 
a conviction that the character of our Country not unfre- 
quently suffers by the improper conduct of its consuls at 
points whore the fees of office arc insufficient to affoixi them a 
support. Their official station gives to them a credit which 
luifortunately they but too often abuse. Would it not bo 
well to present to the next Congress a plan for the revision of 
our entire Consular system ? The subject of emancipation in 
the French Colonies engages much attention here, and will 
probably be brought before the Chambers this Winter. The 
AlK)litioniRt8 of England, commanding imenco pecuniary 
resources, are oppei*ating, I fear but too successfully, through 
the medium of the French press: which is altogether venal. 
It is well understood that many of the prominent Journals in 
Paris are in the pay of the society of Exeter Hall; and they 
abound in publications containing the most false and exager- 
atod Htatcmonts on the subject of slavery. If Fninc;o influenced 
by the efforts now making, should abolish slavery in her Col- 
onics, Spain and Brazill will bo compelled to yield to the 
pressure which will be brought to bear upon them; and the 
United States will be left to stand alone, with the whole civilized 
world against her. Tis here then, that thisgroAt que49tion,so 
vitally affecting our interests, should be met. The selfish objects 
of the British Governmentshouldbeclearly and fully presented 
to the people of France. They should be made to understand 
that under the pretext of humanity towards the Slave, the 
real object is to ingross to herself the entire production of 
Shugar and in a great degree, that of cotton and Rice and 
through the medium of her East India possessions. To effect 
this the Press must be employed, which can only be effected 
with money. The Delegates of the French Colonies are 
doing all they can to enlighten the public mind, and to coun- 
teract the efforts of England; but as I know their means ai*e 
limited, I have thought that a small portion of the secret or * 
contingent fund at your disposal could not be more usefully 
employed, than by procuring the insertion in the Paris papers 
(now closed against us) of well written articles, calculated to 
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disabuse the public mind here, as to the actual condition of 
the Slaves of our Country. Indeed I have long thought that 
our llepresentatives abroad could greatly subserve the public 
interest, could they be allowed access to the press in tlie 
countries to whicli they are accredited, — as it is, they see our 
Institutions stigmatized and our people calumniated without 
the means of counteracting the false impressions thus made 
to our prejudice. Should you think my suggestions worthy 
of your attention, and that you can with propriety apply a 
part of the fund to the object designated, I would recom- 
mend IVf. Walsh our present Consul,^ as admirably qualified 
to prepare the proper articles for publication, as his long res- 
idence in France has enabled him to form correct opinions, 
not only of its Government and people; but as to the best 
mode of opperating either on their Judgement or feelings. 
He would engage in it with the utmost zeal; for his heart is 
truly American. 

I had the pleasure of seeing M^ and M". Clemson often 
during their short stay in Paris; and of presenting M^ Clem- 
son to the King and Koyal Family, by whom he was most 
cordially received. I have no doubt they will be pleased with 
Brussels, which I consider a much more agreeable i*csidence 
than Paris. The climate here is execnible, cold and damp. I 
have suffered much from rheumatism, and my hand is so dis- 
abled that it is with difficulty I can hold my pen. I fear the 
Winter will knock me up entirely. The accounts I receive of 
the Presidential Contest are cheering. Polk and Dallas have 
united our distracted Party, and with the aid of the Texas 
question, are carrying all before them. God gmnt them suc- 
cess; for I should view the election of Clay as a death blow 
to our national prosperity, if not to the Government itself. 
Two children have been lx)rn to the lloyal Family since my 
arrival here, and the King informed me, that he had with his 
own hand, written two letters to the President informing him 
of the interesting events. No answer to them has as yet been 
received by me. In matters of that kind there should be as 
little delay as possible, as much importance is attached to 
them here. Neither have I received your letter to Governor 

> Robert Walsh, author of An Appeal from the Judgment of Qreat Britain respecting the 
United States, and of other works. 
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Shannon, altliough those addressed to M^ Irving and M^ 
Whcaton * arrived safely and were delivered to them. If there 
is any place where it is of importance that the American 
Minister should be constantly advised of all that relates to 
the movements connected with the Texas question, it cer- 
tainly is here. At present all looks well and I have no I'eason 
to apprehend any action on the paH of this Government to 
which wc could reasonably object, still it is of the utmost 
importance that I should be kept advised of all that takes place 
on our side of the Water. The King of the French has re- 
turned from his visit to Queen Victoria. He is much elated 
with the reception he met with, which was no doubt flatter- 
ing. But all this billing and cooing of the Sovereigns cannot 
change the character of their people, nor ei*adicate the deep 
rooted hostility which the[y] entertain towards each other. 
Louis Phillippe manifests, I fear, too anxious a dcsii'e to 
maintain peace with his haughty Neighbours. Tis certainly 
his true policy, but may bo pressed too far. The French are 
a proud and sensitive people; and any manifestation on his 
part of truckling to England, would arouse a spirit in the 
nation, which would probably prove fatal to his dynasty. 1 
regret that he is not as popular as he desires to be, for France 
was never more prosperous than under his wise and pacific 
policy, and I sincerely wish that his reign may be long. He 
is emphatically a man suited to the times; for having been 
taught in the school of adversity he has a just appreciation of 
men and things which peculiarly fits him for the high destiny 
to which ho has been called. I converse with him often, and 
freely; and my intercourse with him has been all that I could 
desire. M^ Guizot is able and adroit. Ho has a strong 
loaning towards England, whoso Government is his beau 
ideal. Ho is also represented by those who profess to know 
him well, to bo deceptive and false. Had this chaiucter of 
the prime Minister been furnished me on my arrival, I should 
have reduced his conversation relative to Texas to writing, 
and submitted to him for correction; so as to bind him to his 
declarations, beyond the possibility of cavil or dcnyal. His 
enemies say ho will not hesitate to lie^ whenever he thinks he 

1 Washington Irving, minister toSpnin; Henry Wheaton, minister to Prussia, 
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« 

can gain by so doing. He is probably at this very time one 

of the most unpopular men in France, yet sustained by the 

King, he will command a decided majority of the Chambers, 

and for the present is secure in his position. Present me 

respectfully to the President and Lady. Also to my Friends 

Wilkins, Mason, Bibb, and Nelson and Krawley [Ci'alld]. 

With the highest respect 

I am faithfully your Ob*. Scrv*. 

WiMJAM K. Kimi 



Senate Chamber [Columbia]. 6 Nov. 1844. 

My DEAii Siii I enclose back the letter and have only to 
say that I have enquired from all quarters to ascertain as 
near as possible what was the popular vote in this State in 
favour of Polk &c. 

The result is that all agree that the aggi'egate vote of the 
state is full}' 58,000 and that in no calculation can they give 
Clay more than 6000. So that would leave Polk a majority 
of 52,000. I think this is about right. 

I have not heard a word from you. M*'Duffie has written a 
letter to the Speaker Oolcock denouncing my resolutions, and 
urging immediate and decided steps. What is his precise 
idea as to the mode of action I am not aware as he docs not 
state it in his letter to Colcock. But judging from what those 
very few violent men, who seem to feel with him and are 
shewing his letters, say and do I should infer that cecession 
is the remedy. 

I have no idea that such a course will meet with any appro- 
bation. My resolutions will pass the House, I am now 
informed by a large majority. Some of the Union men 
desired me and beged me to agree to withdmw the last reso- 
lution, but I would not consent to the slightest modification, 
and told them* if they were to split, they must take the 
JiespansHnlitj/y and the consequence is that they will now vote 
it. Some extreme men make the House a very combustable 
body. You have no idea how exciteable they are, and how 
little knowledge they have of general politics. . . . 
In haste but Truly 

F. W. Pickens. 
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Froin Dvff Oreen.,^ . o. 0. 

Private. Mexico 12*''. Nov' 1844 

My dear Sir I have been detained here much longer than 
I anticipated and refer you to Governor Shannon's dispatches 
for the causes. Benjamin's* letters to you will have prepared 
you in some measure, for events here. They are now hasten- 
ing to a crisis. There is great dissatisfaction with Santa Anna, 
persons speak against him openly and without restraint, but 
the press is afraid to speak and hence, as the countiy is large 
and rumor always magnifies or misrepresents events itisdiffi- 
(•ult for any one to ascertain the truth, and such is the want 
of Confidence and Tendency to change that if we could ascer- 
tain the truth to-day, no one could tell what may come up 
tomori'ow. 

This nmch 1 believe to be true, that a largo majority of 
Congress are opposed to Santa Anna, that the opposition is 
organized, that it extends through all the northern provinces, 
that five or more of the principal northern Commanders are 
pledged to take part, that Parades' and the Governor of Jalisco 
have already pronounced against Santa Anna demanding that 
he shall be deposed, that another President shall be installed, 
and that Santa Anna and his ministers shall be held to account 
for the monies they have received, that in the south the Indians 
have cut off the right hands of the tax collectors, and many 
persons refuse to pay the tax for the war ag* Texas. 

Canaliso has issued a proclamation saying that the tax was 
levied to enable the Gov* to reconquer Texas and calling on 
the i^eople to pay it, the Government have requested Santa 
Anna to march against Parades and suppress the revolt in 
Jalisco, and he is now on the way with his Jalappa troops 
amounting to 7.500 infantry and 1500 horse with 20 Cannon. 
In the mean time there is not a Dollar in the treasury, and 
the resources of the country being dried up there is no means 
of obtaining but by forced loans and siezing the church reve- 
nues. There are two ways of doing this, one is the confis- 

> since piuning the proof-shccta of General Green's letters of January 24, 1842, and Sep- 
tember 29, 1843, the editor hos discovered thai the former, and an extract from the latter, 
were printed in Green's Facts and Suggestions, pp. 158,85. 

s Benjamin E. Gre«n, the writer's son; see his letters of April 11 and May 80, 1844,tttpra. 

sparcdcs. 
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cation and sale of the property, the other is by forced loans. 
Santa Anna, it is said, argues that if the propei*ty is confis- 
cated and sold, it will command but little, that the better way 
is to permit the church to hold the property and tax it, this 
he calls ** milking" the church*. 

As far as I can learn there is no confidence in those who are 
opposed to Santa Anna. I have asked many. Who is to lead 
the opposition ? No one can answer. I have asked, what is 
the purpose of the opposition ? No one can say, further than 
that it is opposition to Santa Anna. When I ask, will you 
better your condition? The answer is — '^Idontknow." When 
I ask, will those whom you are to put in office be more capa- 
ble, or more honest,? the answer is — more Capable? No. 
More honest? No. When I ask, what are you to gain by 
the overthrow of Santa Anna. ? the answer is — I dont know. 

Therefore when you remember that Santa Anna is a man 
of decided talent, that he knows his own people well, that he 
has command of the Government and is at the head of the 
army, that altho Congress refuse to give him money and the 
resources of the treasury are dried up, — You must remember 
that he has a body of dependant partisans, that his opponents 
altho organised as to the wish to oust him from office and to 
put themselves in his place, — they are not organised on any 
plan which will give them greater resources of men or money 
than he has, or to [the] Country a better Government than he 
gives them, and taking into account the character of the peo- 
ple, it is obvious that the movement may enable him to over- 
throw the Congi*ess and establish himself as Dictator, but I 
see no prospect of his overthrow. 

I take it for granted that you will therefore have to deal 
with Santa Anna, and You may assume that such is the state 
of public Opinion that any party coming into power on his 
down fall will be compelled to take as strong or stronger 
ground against the United States than he has done. What 
he has done and is prepared to do if he had the power you 
will see in the public dispatches of our minister. 

Indeed I am convinced that Santa Annans object is to isolate 
Mexico from the rest of the world. His policy is to flatter 
the vanity and national pride of Mexico, and to make his 
people believe that he is indispensable to their protection 
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against tho encroachments of foreign powers and especially 
against the United States; that he does not wish for war with 
the United States, ma}' be; but he wishes that our relations 
shall always be such as to furnish him with a pretence for 
keeping up an army which he finds indispensable to keep 
himself in power. 

You therefore cannot adjust the question of Texas bj^ the 
Consent of Mexico. lie would not have that question adjusted 
if he could. If Texas were annexed — it might not lead to 
war — I doubt nmch if it would, because Santa Anna Knows 
that he cannot sustain himself in a war with us, and therefore 
he would much prefer angry negotiations which would sei've 
his purpose as a pretext for keeping up his army, and levying 
contributions, and for driving all Americans out of Mexico. 
He fears contact with intelligence, as the bigoted Catholic 
fears the bible and from tho same instinct. 

You cannot have peace with Mexico without a war. They 
have so long bullied, insulted and plundered us with impunity 
that they have lost all respect for us as a nation, altho they 
fear us as a people. 

Their policy towards France and England has been of much 
the same character, and altho England has done much to aid 
in driving Americans out of the country that the ti*ade may 
be left in the hands of Englishmen, Such has been the war on 
all foreigners that the Englishmen themselves would be glad 
to see them whipped into a proper sense of what is due to 
other nations. 

But upon all these matters I refer you to my Son, who has 
many facts in confirmation of what 1 now say, and to Gov'. 
Shannon's correspondence. It seems to me that the Govern- 
ment of the United States have no alternative, that they can- 
not be content with the annexation of Texas. They must 
demand a withdrawal of the insolent charges and imputations 
contained in M^ Ilejon's notes,^ and an immediate adjustment 
of all our Claims against Mexico. This will not be done and 
a war must be the consequence. 

Gov^ Shannon was at first resolved to demand his passports, 
indeed ho had written his letter demanding them, and he was 

1 8cc NIIc«, LXVII, 200-266. 

HIST 91) — VOL II 63 
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only prevoDted from sending it by a bolief that tho course 
which he adopted would relieve the Government from the 
charge of wishing to place the United States in a position 
which would necessarily lead to war. 

By suspending his official relations until he can receive 
instructions from you, he enables the President to throw upon 
Congress its just responsibility, and I cannot permit myself 
to believe that Congress will hesitate to sustain what Gov. 
Shannon has done. Indeed the time has come when we have 
no alternative but to punish Mexico and other nations into a 
proper respect for national chai*acter. 

I have been told by two of the best informed men in Mexico 
that party spirit ran so high and that we are so much divided 
among ourselves that we cannot go to war, and you will see 
in Rejon's letters that he relies on the opposition to President 
Tyler to take part with Mexico in any question growing out 
of the measures of President Tyler's administration. Such 
is the impression which the British Legation here have endeav- 
ored to make, and I have it from a source that I cannot doubt 
that the British minister has advised and approves the coui*se 
which Mexico has taken in this matter. The policy of Eng- 
land is to bring Mexico and the United [States] into collision, 
because they think that the effect will be to leave the trade of 
Mexico in English hands. The foreign trade of Mexico is 
now almost entii*ely cut off. It is of little value and that little 
is chiefly monopolised by British Subjects. As it is, the ti*ade 
is lost to us. The treaty is a dead letter and serves as a snare 
to entrap our citizens. We have no means of i*egaining the 
trade of Mexico but by chastising them into decent behavior 
and the advantage of a war with Mexico will be that we can 
indemnify ourselves while by chastising Mexico, we will show 
other nations what we can and will do and command their 
respect also. If you could go abroad as I have done you 
would feel that we have lost caste and that nothing but a war 
can regain the position we have lost. A war with Mexico 
will cost us nothing, and reinstate us in the estimation of other 
nations. I need not dilate on this subject to you. You know 
that I am for peace and that I would be one of the last to 
advise a war, because I know the influence which it will have 
on the question of duties, but we have gone so far that I see 
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no means of avoiding a conflict with Mexico, and I do not 
hcsitiito to give you my opinion. 1 do not express this opin- 
ion to others. I leave you to act as your own better judgment 
may direct. 

Your friend 

Duff (irken 



Frmii IVUsofi Sluinnmi^ o. o. 

Private 

Legation of the U. S of A. Mexico, Nov. 12, 1844. 

My Dear Sir: The dispatch which I forward to you by M'. 
Green will inform you of the State of things here. M^ 
Green will give you a full history of all that has transpired 
and of the present State and condition of the Country. The 
insolence of this Government is beyond indurence and if it is 
submited to in one case it will only give incouragement to 
its repitition. I think we should take high ground with 
Mexico and let her distinctly understand that She nmst re- 
tract her insults and do us justice in all matters of complaint 
which we have against her. I am fully convinced we can do 
nothing with Mexico as to the settlement of any of the difficul- 
ties we have with her until we either whip her, or make her be- 
lieve we will do so. So long as She thinks we will confine our 
complaints to deplomatic notes She will treat them with an 
indifference amounting to insult I think we ought to pre- 
sent to Mexico an ultimatum. My last note to M^ Kejon ' 
may appear rather severe but 1 think it was called for and 
that a more mild note would [have] produced no effect, on this 
people. 1 will wait with some solicitude your further 
instructions. 

Yours with great respect 

Wilson Shannon. 



1 Sco n\m hill dInpAtch of thin date, in Nilcti, LXVII, 266, 
SNoTcmbcr 8, 1»14, Niloi, LXVII, 262—264. 
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Frmti Andrcio J, Donelsixii} c. c. 

Houston Texas Nov' 18 1844 
Private 

D' Silt, I refer you to the enclosed letter to the President, 
having nothing yet official to communicate to tlie Deptirtment. 
Since writing the enclosed I learn that there is some possibil- 
ity that the Secretary of state may have gone to Galveston by 
the coast route. But there is no doubt of President Houstons 
being now on his way to Washington and that he will reach 
there about the time 1 will. 

Gen* Duff Green was looked for at Galveston when I left. 
The prisonei-s who have been libemted from the castle of 
Perote report that they saw no prepamtion for the threatened 
invasion: and they are of opinion that none is seriously con- 
templated by Gen' Santa Anna. 

The further I advance into this country the stronger is the 
evidence of the anxiety of the people for incoi*poration into 
our union. Much is said about the activity of the British and 
French parties to defeat our policy. But I shall not trouble 
you with the probabilities in relation to such overtures until 
I present my credentials, and have an interview with the 
President who will doubtless disclose to me all that htis passed 
between this and other Governments. 

My attention is directed to the topogmphicalandgeogmph- 
ical features of the country, and the effect they will have 
upon the population. My object will be to be prepared to 
anticipate the action of the people in the alternative of Co* 
Polk's defeat, and to judge as correctly as I can of the policy 
which is best for us in that event. Whether it is worth the 
effort to make another trial for annexation in case of M*" Chiy's 
election will be a grave question. So strong is the attach- 
ment of the great body of the Texans to our Union, that I am 
not sure they might not be induced to stand the htizard of 
another war with Mexico, rather than take independence with 
a condition imposed by Great Britain against aimexation at 
any future day. 

President Houston has been on the frontier this fall and 
has concluded Treaties I learn with sevemi of the Indian 

1 Now char^6 in Tuxaa. Se^ Calhoun'^ letter to him, of Sc|>tember 16, 1844, iu IHurt I, 
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tribes. No one has spoken of difficulties growing out of the 
acts of the Indians within our limits: and I therefore take it 
for granted that the occasion for the requisition authorized 
conditionally by my instructions will not arise, or rather, has 
not arisen. 

You shall hear from me fully and constantly as soon as I 
have an interview with the President, 
y" truly and respectfully 

A. J D0NKL8ON. 



From John S* Jiarhoxir, o. c. 

Caltapa Nov 21»* 1844 
My Deau Sir. The election is over and whether for weal 
or woe is yet not entirely certain. 

Should Colo: Polk close up his ears to all evil counsellors, 
reduce the expenditures, — bring down the Tariff to those 
expenditures, — keep the patronage for principles, and not for 
partizans; hold the appointing power as a Trustee for wise 
and virtuous ends; divorce the Treasury and the Banks, 
divorce the patronage from party, and throw reform chiefly 
on retrenchment, — Then his election will be a blessing. If 
however this great effort of patriotic ardour shall end only in 
like results with that of 1829, the publick heart will grow sick 
under disappointment, and will languish into stagnant and 
putrid quiescence, which will render it wholly incapable of 
any future effort of disinterested patriotism. It will have 
spasm and convulsion; but its healthy action is gone forever. 
That 3'ou will l>e in the Administration is the expectation of 
every Manly Spii'it of every party. The Whigs as well as 
the Republicans, throw their expiring and their kindling 
hopes on you. I dread the influence of Gen* Jackson in this 
particular. Were it a private matter exclusively with you 
and he, the old man w** follow the better impulses of his wiser 
thoughts. 

But he is impressed with the belief, that persevering injus- 
tice to you is necessaiy to preserve his place in the page of 
history. Without recollecting that the Historic Muse knows 
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neither love nor fear, he cannot be disencumbered of the 
thought, that he is to be as puissant when in his grave, as 
when wielding his vast power through his vast popularity. 

M' Polk should know, first — that his election is the effect of 
Moral Causes. That personally he has not a feather's weight 
of power in the deliberations of the publick. That to his 
principles mainly is he indebted for his election — and to that 
Moral power which S**. Carolina and Virginia alone carried to 
his aid. 

Of South Carolina I need not say a word. Without your 
friends in Virginia, the election w*. have gone for Clay almost 
without a struggle. The party was a Caput Mortuum^ until 
the Spirit of life was breathed into it by the Calhoun party. 
lliey fought the battle from the blue ridge to the Gipes of 
Virginia; and from the Kentucky and Ohio bprdei^s through 
and over the Alleghanies. If the President elect offer you a 
seat in his Cabinet, I am justified in saying that your friends 
wish you to accept it, clearly understanding in advance the 
principles on which the Government is henceforth to lie con- 
ducted. Without this preliminary understanding, they think 
ypu would prefer private life, and with it, they believe that 
your sense of public dut}' will prevail over private inclina- 
tions. As these are the Views of your sincere and disinter- 
ested friends in every quarter of Virginia that I have heard 
from, I feel myself at leave to write them to you. The fact 
that you have taken lodgings at. one of the public Taverns 
(for so the papers announce) leaves a painful suspense just 
now on the minds of many as to the part you will act in the 
new administration. 

With profound Respect and true Regard Yours Sincerely, 

J. S, Bakbour 

N. B. The only unknown vote of any State, is that of Ten- 
nesee. A patriot might find cogent reasons for the wish that 
it had fallen into the urn of the enemy — as we are safe without it. 

J. S. B. 
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JPhxDi Rdbei't Walsh.^ o. o. 

Private. 

Paris 29' Nov. 1844 

Deau Sir You must not think ino too much of a scribbler 
if I offer you something like gossip, in addition to mere offi- 
cial communication. As the election of M** Polk is deemed 
ccilain, it is presumed that you will continue in the Depart- 
ment of State. You may not, therefore, be loth to receive 
such matter as my various journal-reading and social inter- 
course enable me to furnish. 

The day before yesterday, I was one of a large party at 
dinner, at the hotel of the Minister of Foreign Aflfairs. I 
went early supposing that M' Guizot would wish to converse 
with me about the result of your elections. This proved to 
be the case. He took mo aside and asked seveml questions 
relating to the chamcters of men, the probable Composition 
of the Cabinet, and the construction of which the new 
American events were susceptible. I gave him such explana- 
tions and opinions as would naturally be entertained and 
expressed by one who has confidence in the patriotism and 
capacity of the elect of the American people, and who would 
imbue, if he could, all the foreign world with the same 
sentiment. It occurred to M'. Guizot that your external 
policy would consist chiefly in resistance to foreign Aboli- 
tion schemes, and to British aggrandizement in the Western 
hemisphere so far as this is resistible without war. He 
expected changes in the Tariff more extensive and radical 
than seem to me practicable or advisable. On the subject of 
Teaxis he expressed roundly his wish and aim that the Repub- 
lic should remain independent. On this head, the entente 
cordial'e between M'. Guizot and Lord Aberdeen is, I believe, 
perfect, and I fear that a like understanding exists between 
them with regard to American Negro-slavery. The govern- 
ments, or at least the present cabinets of Great Britain and 
France, require a complete fraternity, for their very exist- 
ence. They know each other's dangers, and the necessity of 
mutual aid: they will not separate, or pi*actically disagree, 

1 Robert WnlRh (178-1-1R59) wm nn editor of ncvcrnl mngnxlncs, nnd writer of scvcml 
bonkn, of which the moKt noted wiut liin A)vp€al from the Judgment qf Oreat Uriiain ffjiprd' 
ingihc UtiUcd Slate$» published in 1819. From 1845 to 1851, he was U. 8. Consul in I'aris. 
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about views and measures that affect only foreign countries. 
The dinner was given in honor of Maralial Bugeaud whose 
commanding person, energetic eye, and general carriage cor- 
respond to the scene and nature of his exploits. Mind, body 
and bearing give assurance of his fitness for future various 
public service abroad and at home. He relished my remai'k 
to him, that I regarded as one of his best achievements, the 
masterly repulse which he gave to the French Abolition 
Society who called on him to abolish the slave tmde and 
slavery in the new French African empire. The company at 
the dinner-table consisted of eminent Conservatives, with all 
of whom, as well as with the Minister, he manifested stmiig 
political sympathies. M'. de Bourqueney, the French Am- 
bassador for Constantinople, with leave of absence, was among 
the guests. This government mnks him with the ablest of 
the diplomatic corps. He chatted with me, apart, for a half 
hour; mentioned the entire accord between him and the Brit- 
ish envoy near the Porte, on all points, and his belief in the 
vitality of the Ottoman power; and signified some regret at 
the compamtive backwardness and inaction of the United 
States, at Constantinople, considering the magnitude of Amer- 
ican Commercial interests in the Ekist, and American preten- 
sions with regard to Christianity and the propagation of the 
Gospel. I observed that you could not associate or meddle 
with the politics and proceedings of .the Five Powers whose 
concerns and plans are exclusively their own, while, however, 
you might certainly coopemte with them when objects com- 
mon to the great Christian and mercantile nations were to be 
defended or promoted. . . . 

I am, Dear Sir with perfect res^xict Your faithful Serv* 

lloHKUT Wai^ii 



i^w/i ly^ff* Oreen, c. o. 

• 

Galveston, 29'^ Nov. 1844 
My dear Sir. I wrote to You from Mexico. There are a 
few additional facte worthy of your consideration. The con- 
test in Mexico is a struggle on the part of Santa Anna to place 
himself at the head of an absolute despotism. He has labored 
to create a state of things in which the f riend[s] of order would 
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give him absolute power as the only means of escaping the 
consequences of Anarchy. The opposition consist of all the 
elements of disaffection and as far as I can learn are without 
concert or plan. Some want power as the means of enriching 
themselves. Others have a vague notion that if Santa Anna 
is overthrown, things may be better but cannot be woi*se. 
Some are for a confederation, but all agree that the United 
States arc dangerous neighbors and that which ever party 
comes into power must reconquer Texas. 

The British Minister is openly supporting Santa Anna. 
Pamdes [Paredes] has offered to reduce the duties one half, 
and will no doubt Command the Ports on the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia. M' Bankhead ' told me that he had notified the Consul 
Gen^ that the British Govt would not recognise any ptiyments 
made to Parades, and offered no protection in case Santa Anna 
enforces a repayment. 

1 understood from a M' West, formerly British Consul at 
Vera Cruz and now a large manufacturer at Jalappa that M'. 
Packenham' was authorised by his Gov^ to guarantee a loan of 
twelve millions at 5 per cent, on a pledge of one half the addi- 
tional revenue in case three millions was applied to indemnify 
the Mexican Manufactures and the protective tariff was 
repealed. He showed me a copy of a letter addressed to Santa 
Anna by certain influential manufacturers [which] renews the 
proposition and I saw a letter from M^ Bankhead to him, say- 
ing that he had no instructions, but pledging himself to coop- 
emte all in his power to accomplish it. And the British Frig- 
ate Spartan left on the same day that I left Vera Cruz with 
despatches which I have no doubt had i*eference to this, and 
the present Crisis in Mexico. 

Santa Anna can do nothing until he overthrows Congress 
and gets absolute power, because such is the state of parties 
that Congress will agree to no proposition coming from him 
and he will agree to nothing which Congress proposes. In 
this category it is the interest of those who wish a reduction 
of the tariff (and this proposition comes from the manufac- 
turers and is sustained by the commercial interest,) to favor 

1 Chnrles Bankhead, British minintcr in Mexico. 

> Uichnrd Pnkcnham, British minister in Mexico from 1836 to 1843, afterward, 1843 to 
1847, in the United States. 
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Santa Anna's projects, as when he has overthrown Congress 
and clothed himself with power he will be the Gov*., and the 
parties have an interest in securing the guarantccof the British 
6ov\ because they rely on that guarantee to secure the fulfil- 
ment of the armngement in ease of a counter rcvohition. 1 
was told by a M"^ Toung, an Englishman, a partner and the 
business man of the House of Hargous and Co. of Vei*a Cruz 
that Santa Anna had been consulted in the arrangement and 
that he had pledged himself to carry it into effect in case he 
came into absolute power. This confirms what M' West told 
me at Jalappa. 

I believe that this is Santa Anna's only hope of maintaining 
himself in power. That he will prevail in the present struggle 
with Parades I entertain scarce a doubt. (Nothing but acci- 
dent, I think can prevent it) M*" Bankhead told me that the 
ti*ade with England was reduced to 600,000 £ per An. The 
whole customs duties I learn, from an authentic source arc 
less than $4,000,000, the current expences including the army 
and usury exceed $30,000,000. The experiment of the con- 
tribution of 4,000,000$ for the Texas war will admonish Santa 
Anna that he cannot rely on direct taxes to pay the army and 
ho knows that ho cannot retain power without the means of 
paying his troops. This measure will enlist England more in 
ht8 support and as his war upon foreigners has been the pre- 
tence upon which he has made his way to power, he will 
modify his measures thus far as a means of getting money and 
conciliating England. 

He relies on Vera Cruz: as his Point d' appui. He always 
falls back there, and makes his movements from thence. Ho 
has erected two powerful batteries in aid of the Castle, and 
manned them with Paixhan Guns, carrying 96'^ balls, and has 
furnished them with a large supply of ball &c. 

I can give you but little news about Texas. I refer you to 

my son for many additional details in relation to Mexico. 

Yours truly 

Duff Gueen. 
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From. Dvff Oreen. o. o. 

Galveston 29"* Nov. 1844 
Private. 

My Dear Sir I enclose you a memo., which contains what 
seems to me important facts. It is not for me to advise, but 
I do not believe that you can accomplish any thing with Mexico 
unless you seeze upon Vei*a Cruz, and my opinion is that the 
best way of taking the fort is to take the town, and that this 
may be done with a very small force if it is done promptly. 
Santa Anna is an able man, and he has resolved to fall back 
on Vera Cruz, and this fort, but he is compelled to call off his 
whole force to meet Pamdes and cannot supply new troops 
for some two or three months. If wo take the town and fort 
they should not l)c given up, as they are the keys to the com- 
merce of Mexico. . . . 



JFr(nn JFitzioilliavi ByrdsalL c. c. 

New York Dec' 2* 1844 

Dear Sir, I am highly gratified at the result of the presi- 
dential election, and my gratification >vould be without alloy 
if we had gained Tennessee or Maryland, for then James K. 
Polk would be president without the Vote, or over and above 
the Vote of New York. I do not like any president to be 
indebted to any one State for his election, and besides the 
game that has been played in this State ought not to give her 
'politicians that influence with the coming administration 
which the fact of her Vote being absolutely necessary to our 
success would seem to deserve; for our success was not their , 
work. 

It was proclaimed at an early day by the partizans of M'. 
Van Buren that ^'justice to the Cause and to the man'' 
demanded his nomination, **that a Victory with any other 
chief would be no Victory at all." This was significant to 
the knowing ones, but not so, tliank God, to the Democratic 
people. A secret circular was got up professedly in opposi- 
tion to the annexation of Texas, but what was this but a mode 
of collecting and combining the adherents of M' Van Buren 
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and his letter on the Texas question ? The result of this move 
is the fact that M'. Wright's majority in the State is about 
double the majority of M'. Polk. Upon this point the great 
personal popularity of M'. Wright is set forth as the cause of 
the difference, together with the State policy as to the public 
debt. But how comes it that the canal commissioners have 
also nearly doubled the majority of M'. Polk? What has M'. 
Wright or the canal commissioners to do with the state policy 
more than M'. Polk? Not a whit— the honoi* belongs to 
Michael IIoiTnian and the legislature of a former year. 

Whatever claims the democratic people of the state of New 
York have on the regard and considemtion of M'. Polk — her 
politicians of the Regency regime have none. The enthusiasm 
of the Young Democracy carried the Democratic people along. 
The exertions of M'. Collector Van Ness effected that Union 
here which carried the city and saved the State. The great 
Union meeting was got up by him; all the Calhoun men — 
Tyler men — Cass men — Johnson men — Stewart men — cordiall}*^ 
united on James K. Polk and not a man of them but rallied to 
his support. Not so all the friends of M'. Van Burcn. The 
Democrats who voted for Wright and the canal commis- 
sionei*s, but not for M'. Polk, who were they? 

And yet there is now scarcely a prominent office that 
friends of M^ Van Buren are not candidates for. It is 
becoming evident every day that they are going for a restom- 
tion of the old set as far as they can get at it. They want the 
removal of Van Ness or his transfer to the bench in order to 
get the control! of the custom house as a lever for 1848.. 
There are secret organizations at work for this and the other 
great ofSces under the general Government in this city. The 
only, and in point of fact, just policy for the appointing 
power to pursue, is to bestow its best considerations on the 
young democracy, in other words the States Rights Dcmocmcy . 
By the bye it is rumoured here that Ogden Hoffman will be 
soon an ex. U. S. Attorney. If you have any influence with 
the President, let James T. Bmdy be his successor. He is 
respectable every way — talented capable — honest and is more 
than any other Lawyer in this City, the favorite of the Young 
Democracy. I could say umeh as to what he deserves from 
you but I refrain because I believe 3'ou are governed by 
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higher conHidemtions than those of a personal nature. A 
better appointment could not be made for the office in this 
city. 

I confess that I am politicAll}' interested and that too in the 
highest degree as to the collectoi-ship — Surveyorship — Naval 
office, U. S. District attorney, Marshall and some others of 
loJ^ser note in this city because I know their important bearing 
upon the contest of 1848. The one of 1844 is only the Iwgin- 
ning of what 1848 must finish. 

I can always give you correct information of our politicians 
here and 3^ou may depend upon it that I shall never suffer my 
private friendships here to induce me to attempt to mislead 
you. Very improper appointments are often made for want 
of that knowledge which should be previously obtained. In 
Jefferson's time, *Ms he honest — is he capable?" might have 
been sufficient, but nowadays — will he bring strength to the 
administration and its policy, is equally a necessary question. 

And now m}*^ dear Sir you will permit me to express my 
Views in relation to yourself. You will I hope remain in 
Washington the ensueing four yejirs, if not as Secretary of 
State, at least as Senator from your own State. In my opin- 
ion M'. Polk should call you to the office you now hold, and 
you should accept it. Throwing even proper personal con- 
siderations as regards your future life out of the question, the 
true constitutional policy of this government requires your 
presence in Washington for such a policy is absolutely neces- 
sary to the Stability of the Government itself. We want 
Statesmen — (constitutional Democi^ats at Washington and not 
truckling politicians. 

I return 3'ou thanks for the Rhode Island Report. 1 should 
be nuich pleiuscd to know your views with regard to the course 
the liberal democracy should pursue in this city. When, and 
under what form we should rally ourselves I am at a loss to 
determine. Will you drop me a few lines upon the future 
Course and policy of the friends of Constitutional principles? 
Yours with the highest regard 

F. Byrdsall 
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From Duff Oreen. c. c. 

Washington— [Texas] 8"* Dec^ 1844 

My DEAR Sir I have now been here several days and have 
conversed with many of the most influential membei*sof Con- 
gress. I find that upon the simple question of Annexation 
there is little or no difference of opinion. On the details there 
are many opposed to the late treaty — they insist that the pay- 
ment of the debt was not properly or sufficiently provided 
for, — that the boundary was not secured as it should have 
been, that their land titles were not sufficiently protected and 
that proper provision for Education was not made, they say 
that having conquered the country they surrender every 
thing and gain nothing but an equivocal protection. These 
points they believe can be provided for and they believe that 
on the part of Texas there will be no unreasonable demand. 
Gen* Houston has had other views. If he were left to him- 
self he would put on foot an offensive war. All his arguments 
go to sh6w that his mind is occupied with the Conquest of 
Mexico and the establishment of a new Republic. He goes 
freely into the comparison of the two propositions, Annexa- 
tion and Conquest. All his remarks are appeals to the pas- 
sions and interests which he desires to enlist in the Conquest 
of Mexico, and when replied to, or when he finds that he has 
made the desired impression he says that nothing shall tempt 
him from his retirement. He is enthusiastic, poetical in the 
description of his domestic happiness and says that notwith- 
standing all that has been said he is for Annexation. It is 
easy to read all this — and I can see where it will end if the 
Congress of the United States delay the question beyond the 
next session. To press the question now and to fail would do 
injury. If the press and our public men discuss the question 
properly and the Government keeps the question open, no 
injury will, in my opinion result from the delay until the next 
session of Congress, because they are prepared here to await 
the action of public opinion upon the new Congress. 

In the mean time as the only serious impediment to annexa- 
tion is to be found in the ulterior Aspimtions of Gen* Hous- 
ton, I deem it fortunate that Major Donaldson came when he 
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did. Armed as he was by letters from Gen* Jackson, know- 
ing Houston and his early history, he has used arguments 
and urged considerations which no one else could have done 
with the same effect and neutralised if he has not eradicated 
the purpose of Mexican Conquest Gen' Houston will leave 
here in a few days,^ and has declared himself in favor of 
annexation, saying that Texas can do nothing, but await the 
action of the United States. 

I therefore consider the question as safe so far as Texas is 
concerned. She will do nothing for the next year at least 
that will prevent Annexation. 

In the mean time I am by no means sure that it will be for 
the interest of the United States or of Texas that the question 
should be closed n^w. The effort of the opposition will bo to 
organise the north against the south. Abolition — the tariff, 
and native llcpublicanism, against South Carolina. If the 
new administration keeps the Texas question as one of the 
measures for the new organisation of parties, it will give the 
administration strength, and the success of the measure will 
1)0 an admin istnition triumph which will go far to esbiblish 
its power. Of this you can judge better than I. I make the 
suggestion, subject to your better judgment. 

The people of Texas will never consent to annexation on 
M*" Benton's terms, and his reelection will go far to defeat the 
measure, unless they can be induced to believe that the next 
Congress will favor annexation on the terms I have indicated. 

I repeat that I do not wish my name sent before the Senate, 
until I reach home, which will be in all the month of January. 
Yours truly 

Durr Green 

r. S. Gen' Houston has taken occasion to treat me with 
great attention, has invited me to his house and expressed a 
great personal respect and a wish to be on friendly terms. 

1 He ceased to be President of Texas on December 9. 
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From Beverley Tucker,^ 0. c. 

Williamsburg Dec. 12, 1844. 

My dear Sir I beg you to accept my acknowledgements for 
your polite notice of my letter. It was a courtesy I had no 
right to expect, and which I therefore appreciate the more 
highly. 

I am surprised to learn that there is any doubt of the 
authenticity of the information given to me by Mr White." 
In regard to that I cannot be mistaken. The language of the 
Treaty of Cession by France to the U. S. strongly intimates 
the existence of some document defining the limits of the 
Louisiana as ceded by France to Spain, and by Spain back 
again to France. This, and other circumstances put M'. W. 
on the enquiry. His large interest in Spanish Florida grants 
determined him to prosecute it, at the expense of spending a 
great part of his time in Europe. This was his chief business 
then, he learned that somewhere about 1760 a treat}' of a 
secret cliaiticter had been concluded between France and 
Spain, then governed by the two branches of the house of 
Bourbon, and that into that treaty an article defining the 
bounds of Louisiana was introduced. He applied to the 
Minister of foreign affairs for a copy which was refused. He 

> Judge Beverley Tucker (1784-1857). author of the Partisau Lnulcr, was professor of 
law in the College of William and Mary till his death, and an influential writer of polit- 
ical and other essays. 

^The reference is to a passage In a preceding letter of Judge Tucker dated November 
13,1844. In that letter, after speaking of the arguments which he and other inhabitants 
of Missouri in 1819 and 1820 used with respect to the extent of the Louittiana I'urchase, 
and of the favor with which he found bis opinions regarded by the friends of Mr. Clay, 
he said " But it may not bo enough that Mr. Clay and others of his seliool liml mid that 
Texas is part of Loubiiana. Is there any other priNifY There is, ample and precim! pnnif 
in the French bureau of foreign niTaint. About 17G2, Just before the cession of l»uisianu 
by Pniiico to Spain the Hio del Norte was established as the boundary by treaty. The 
vubsctiuent cession made that treaty of no consequence, and it was forgotten. Hut inetin. 
time a copy had been furnished to the vice-regnl govcmuient of Mexico where Branch 
Archer told me, in 1838, it had been seen by many persons of his acquaintance during the 
connexion between Texas and Mexico. But Jos. M. White, about the same time, iiw<ure<l 
me that a copy of the artlde ha«l been furnUfteil him by the French Aiinider of foreign 
alTairs. 

"Now when France ceded to the U.S. 'by the same boundaries by which Spain had 
ceded to her' (These are the words) Spain having vedcd to Fmnce ' by the Htiine Umiid- 
arics by which Fmnce had at tlntt ccnletl to K|iaiu,' Fmnce came under an obliKalitai to 
furnish any evidence in her ]X)wer to show what those boundaries were. She has It. It 
ought to have been demanded then. The very words show the existence of some known 
boundary, and Fmnce if properly called upon, is bound to produce and will produce the 
treaty of boundary." 
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then went to Talleyrand, then in London, to invoke his in- 
fluence with the Minister, and procured from him a letter 
expressing the opinion that the article in question, tho' in a 
treaty otherwise secret, might be divulged without impro- 
priety. Thereupon a copy was furnished, from which it ap- 
ponred that the llio Rravo and the Mississippi, including the 
Island of New Orleans, were the agreed boundaries. Such 
was his account to me 

A week afterwards I repeated this conversation to Branch 
Archer, who said he had often heard that there was such an 
article among the archives of Mexico, whither it had been 
immediatel}' sent, for the information of the vice-regal gov- 
ernment. The cession taking place immediately after the 
document was no longer of any consequence, and was not 
made notorious by any action upon it. 

M^ W. died at S* Louis on a visit to a brother whose hab- 
its were not such iis to cause any suspicion that his papera 
should have fallen into confusion. Millions of oui*s depended 
on that paper, and they whose interests were to be effected by 
it, may have been quite ready to secure its suppression, and 
M'. Ws silence by a liberal compromise of his claims. The 
Government of the U. S. was interested to suppress it. 
Texas was gone from us, and was independent. Much land 
east of the Mississippi had been sold by the U. S. covered 
by Spanish grants made between 1803 and 1819. These are 
the lands White was claiming. Can wo wonder if means 
were taken to silence him? 

In this view of the matter the U. S. did not give up Texas 
gmtuitously , for we got all the country east of the Mississippi 
that we call Louisiana. We therefore might be satisfied with 
the bargain. But it is of no consequence to the claim of 
Texas to be admitted into the union, in fulfilment of our 
engagement in that respect, whether we got anything for the 
country or no. We had no authority to barter away the 
rights of the Texans, as they themselves immediately pro- 
tested in an article, an extract from which I find in the 12. 
No. of the Southern lleview p. 486. which I have just re- 
ceived. That article expresses what was the universal senti- 
ment of the far West at the time, and on that sentiment most 
of those who migrated to Texas acted in taking that important 
HIST 99 — VOL II 64 
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step. 1 remember being present at a meeting of the most 
intelligent gentlemen of St. Louis one night in the Theatre, 
where the matter was discussed, and the Treaty condemned b)' 
an unanimous vote, on that ground. My memory deceives 
me if Col. Benton was not present. 

In. the Treaty of Cession there is a stipulation that Fnince 
shall furnish all evidences of title and lx)undarics in her pos- 
session. This article inserted in one of the secret treaties of 
the heads of the Catholic party in Europe may have been over- 
looked by the new men into whose hands the government had 
come. Can it do any'harm to instruct M^ King to enquire if 
there be any such ailicle and to demand it if there is? The 
disclosure might occasion some loss to the Government in the 
adjustment of Florida titles; but what are a few dollars in 
comparison with a great political measure, and the cove- 
nanted rights of the People of Texas? ' 

I have just seen your letter to Mr. Shannon, and an abstract 
of his correspondence with Kejon. The aspect which this gives 
to the Texas question makes it of infinite importance to bring 
in aid of the pretensions of our government every argument 
and eveiy fact which can fortify your position. I think, if 
you will look at the Treaty of cession, you will see in it such 
language as will hardly leave a doubt in your mind that before 
the first Cession by France to Spain the boundary of Loui- 
siana had been definitively settled and was distinctly under- 
stood between those two powers. 



From Memucan Hunt, c. c. 

Galveston 19"* Dec'. 1844. 

My Dear Sir, I have the very great gratification to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23"* ultimo. All 
your opinions and suggestions are more highly appreciated 
and esteemed by me than those from any other statesman in 
the U. S. So far as my interchanges on the great question of 
annexation occur in relation te our policy on the subject here, 
your views will be particularly recommended. 

If we are annexed by a joint resolution or an act of your 
Congress ought theix) not to be a provision for submitting 
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such joint resolution or act to a vote of the people of Texas! 
Has our congress the right (it certainly has not authority 
under the constitution) to part with the sovereignty of the 
Tcxian Nation? There is no doubt of a ratification of a joint 
resolution or act of your congress, annexing us, by the people 
of Texas. The majority would be 4, 5, 6, or 7 to one unless 
something unlooked for, tending to alienate the people trans- 
pires, and it would forever silence those who are opposed to 
annexation, and who, in some instances, for the want of proper 
information on the subject, now declare it as their belief that 
a majority of the citizens of Texas are opposed to the meas- 
ure. . . . 

I have the honor to be your devoted friend 

Memugan Hunt 



Froin A, J. Dondson. c. c. 

Private - New Orleans, Dec'. 26. 1844 

My D" Sir, I have learned since my arrival here, that a 
package with your frank upon it, has passed me in a new 
Steamer, the McKim, that is making an experimental trip to 
Galvezton, I of course knew nothing when I left Galvezton. 
I had taken care to wait for the regular steamer, and of course 
felt no apprehension of there being a despatch behind me, 
when 1 left. 

Now, however, I do not feel at liberty to wait hero for a 
despatch, but shall proceed on in the packet of the 28: to Gal- 
vezton, where I shall overtake the communication alluded to, 
and go on immediately to the seat of Government. 

If you have any thing of much importance, growing out of 
the question of Annexation, it had better be sent to the col- 
lector with a request to him to send a special messenger with 
it to me, particularly if an answer is desirable before the 
adjournment of Congress. Taking the fate of a letter in the 
mail from here to the seat of Government of Texas, a despatch 
from you might be two or three weeks on the way. 

I discover from the papers that M'. Benton intends to urge 
his plan of annexation. Anxious if possible to bring him to 
a point on which he may exert less force against the measure 
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I have written to him a private letter telling him that his 
course is injuring his friends and his country, and that I hoped 
ho would be willing to modify his position, no far as to leave 
out of view for the present, the question of slavery, and the 
number of states, and take the boundary as described in my 
private letter to you, by M'. Martin. If taken as a Territory' 
with a general clause like that in the Treaty of 1803, incorpo- 
rating Louisiana, and securing to the citizens equal immuni- 
ties and rights with other citizens of the Union; and with the 
provisions suggested as cx)ming from President Houston; 1 
would insist on nothing more. 

Let us get annexation on any terms we can, taking care not 
to have any thing in form or substance that would render 
doubtful its ratification by Texas. The battle about slavery, 
boundaiy east of the Nuesos [Nueces], and the number of 
states, will come up on the Constitution to be hereafter formed 
by the people of Texas, when there will be no danger of loss 
of the Territory from British intrigue, or other causes. 

If you are not able to carry annexation by the vote of the 
present Congress I shall despair of the cause, not seeing a cer- 
tainty of much increase of strength in the next Congress 
unless it can be secured by a judicious arrangement of the 
Cabinet This should be a paramount object with M'. Polk 
who must of course feel himself instructed to omit nothing 
that can advance the cause of immediate annexation. 

lleferring to the recent elections in the UniUid States I 
have said to Texas that the measure was destined to a speedy 
consumation, and she has said in reply that she would throw 
no inipediment in the way. This gives us the benefit of a 
trial in Polks administration, and is so understood by Texas, 
but I have endeavored to give the phraseology such a turn as 
to convey the idea also that I relied on the present Congress. 
It seemed to me that I ought to risk something to secure the 
measure to M^ Tylera administration. 

I have heard nothing from M^ Polk and have had but one 
letter from Gen^ Jackson, who insists upon some actioh by 
the Congress of Texas at its present session. Hefore its close 
I hope to hear f I'om you. On existing circumsttinces I should 
fear to ask Texas for a formal renewal of her wish to come 
into the Union, unless our Government were prepared to 
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take some more energetic measure to give effect to that wish 
than an}'^ yet attempted. The extension of the laws over the 
Territory without the advice of Congress, or trusting to 
events to secure their sanction afterwards would be hazardous. 

As 1 feel obliged to return without attending to my pri- 
vate Imsiness, in consequence of the infoimation that a des- 
patch from you to me has gone on to Galvezton; and have 
requested my family to meet me here as soon as they can, I 
hope you will, as soon as you think the public business will 
allow of my absence from Texas a few weeks, give mo per- 
mission to this effect. 

The Congress of Texas will adjourn about the I'* of Febru- 
ary — then 1 would judge there would be nothing urgent, 
unless you wish mo to obtain some more, or new manifesta- 
tion of the feeling of the Government here on the question of 
Annexation. 

I had a great desire to see Gen^ Jackson this winter, and 
talk over the old seminole matter and remove if possible the 
misconception which led to the interruption of the friendly 
relations once existing between yourself and him. His last 
letter was written with his usual firmness, and leads me to 
hope and trust that he may yet live a few yeara more. 1 
therefore feel the less doubt of my being able to see him 
again, and renewing a conversation with him on this subject, 
the purport of which I have never communicated to you, 
because I thought further reflection on his part would induce 
him to place it on a footing equally satisfactory to yourself 
and him. This I wish to see and have so written to Gov' 
Branch, whose letter to me will be answered more fully in a 
few weeks. 

I am trul}*^ and sincerely Y' obt svt 

A J DONKLSON 



From Win. Ji. Kiiig. o. o. 

Private Paris Dec'. 28*'» 1844. 

My Drar Sih I was much gmtified by the receipt of your 
most friendly letter, and I congmtulate you most sincerely on 
the success of the Demociucy . 1 trust and hope that M'. Polks 
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election may prove a blessing to our Country, This however, 
as you justly remark, must entirely depend on the wisdom and 
policy of his administration. Should he draw around him 
able men, and c^rry out in good faith the principles for which 
we have^contended, all will be well, and the Democratic Party 
will be fixed in power not to be shaken. There should be no 
wavering on the subject of the annexation of Texas. The 
growling of the British Lion should only stimulate to immedi- 
ate action. To falter in our course from apprehension of her 
hostility, would disgmce us in the Qyes of all Europe. The 
act accomplished, England will complain, perhaps threaten, 
and her news papers will be lavish in their ajjusc; but that will 
be all; for with all her power, she can but feel, that a war 
with us would be more prejudicial to her interest, than with 
any other nation. She will not risk the consequences. I am 
aware that she is exerting herself to induce France to make 
common cause with her on the subject of Texas, and that M^ 
Guizot is much inclined to do so; but it will not succeed. It 
would shock the French nation, which detests all alliances with 
England; and the King is too wise, and too prudent to place 
himself in a position which would go far towards destroying 
his dynasty. It is however very desirable that we should 
have the means to enable us to command the service of a por- 
tion of the French Press, to enlighten the public mind; and 
thus to count.eract the misrepresentations which appear daily, 
in those Journals, which are notoriously in the pay of Eng- 
land. I hope the suggestion I had the honor to make on this 
subject will meet with the approbation of the President. M^ 
Walsh our Consul is an able, and efficient officer, and I trust 
Col. Polk will not be induced to disturb him in his position. 
Permit me also to ask, as a personal favor to myself, as well as 
an act of Justice to a long tried, and faithful public servant, 
that our Consul at Havre my old Friend lieaseley, may not l)e 
displaced, to gmtify any one; for I know him to be one of the 
l)est of men and a capital officer. Your letter to Govr. Shan- 
non reached me nearly two weeks after those addressed to 
Messrs. Irving and Wheaton had Ijeen received, — probably 
Sir James Graham * thought proper to give it a perusal. It is 

1 A jesting reference to the nome Secretary in the Britiah government, whuae statutory 
power to open letters in the mail had been much discussed this year. 
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written with your usual ability, and places the conduct of 
Mexico in the odious light in which it deserves to stand before 
the civilized world. A few days past I was presented to the 
King and Queen of Belgium, now on a visit to this Court 
They took occasion to express themselves in the kindest terms 
of M'. and M". Clomson, and from all that I can learn they 
have succeeded in making a most favorable impression, as well 
on the Corps Diplomatic as on the King. The opening of the 
Chambers which took place on the 26 presented a briliant 
spectacle; and the old King read his speech admirably well. 
I enclose it to you. You will perceive nothing in it of any 
importance except that he dwells with itither too much em- 
phasis on the friendship of England to chime in with the feel- 
ings of the French People. A majority of the Papers of Paris 
have attacked it with great severity, and even in the Cham- 
bei*s itself it was received in dead silence. The President's 
Message is looked for with much interest, particularly in Eng- 
land; as Lord Cowley^ said to me a few days past I laugh- 
ingly replied, I was gratified to find we were of sufficient im- 
portance to excite an interest on this side of the Atlantic. 
Tender my best respects to M". Calhoun. 
Most faithfully your Ob* Ser* 

William K. King. 



From Francis W. Pidcens. o. o. 

Edgewood 28 Dec'. 1844. 

My dear Sir I rec** yours yesterday and was glad to hear 
you were all well, but regret that things look so gloomy to 
you. I hope yet matters may take a more favorable turn. 

As to your fear about a split in this state I think there is 
no occasion for it at all. The state never has been as united 
as at present ^ince I have been acquainted with public 
mattei*s. The Mercury being in the hands of a few makes a 
greater shew of division than really exists. There were only 
21 men in the legislature all told that were bitter and opposed 
to the present position of the State, and they made a great 
shew and claimed many more, but I assure you that is the 

) llrltiKh amboHBAdor in roris. 
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amount of their strength. Take Beaufort and Colleton and 
you will find that combining senators and Rep. both and there 
is a majority of 6 ags* the course pursued by Mr. Rhett. In 
fact I am assured that in those Dists. in the recent Congres- 
sional election a majority of the votes were actually Blank. 
I merely mention this to shew you that there is in fact no 
division except such as arises in every country agst selfish- 
ness arrogance, and assumption, which must allways be the 
case. I think I can safely say that the state is fully informed 
as to her true situation and responsibilities and is determined 
to do what is right with unanimity at the proper time, if 
need be. 

As to my 2^ set of resolutions on Abolition &c., the reasons 
why they were not passed was that immediately after my 
speech on them these 21 men called a caucus to defeat and 
smother them, and they selected Bankatt [?] from this Dist. 
(who was allways an uncertain man) and used him to intro- 
duce counter resolutions to produce distraction the hust day 
and confusion, and it was on his motion they were taken from 
the House when the yeas and nays could operate and refered 
to a committee of the whole House and mtide with all the 
other previous resolutions the order of the day for 10 O'clock 
at night the last night of the session. I told him at the time 
the object of his resolutions (which wore drawn by Colcock,) 
was to produce distraction and his Motion was to smother all 
in the confusion of the last moments. He would not deny it, 
and will be held to strict account from what I hear. 

If it had not been for this the last ni^ht, and they could 
have been brought to a vote they were obliged to pass with the 
exception of the 21, and strange to say the night before I 
introduced them (on Sunday) these very gent, were the most 
violent for the most violent resolutions, and I took the Sen- 
ate Monday immediately after reading the journal, without 
consulting a single person, and they then, after I passed them 
by a unanimous vote immediately turned moderate men. 

As to a report &c. on the Gov. message, I thought of it, but 
the great difficulty was in going into details. The Legislature 
of So. Ca. would not have it. There are but a very few (and 
none from the Low country) who can undei*stand or appre- 
ciate our relations to any general pailies out of the State. 
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They are no more a part of the general Democratic party 
than if they were out of the Union: And the consequence 
would have been a great division on any report that would be 
made. Besides it was necessary to act innnediately as the 
Gov. message with the Mercury were to have their run and 
produce all the unfavorable impressions that could be before 
a report could be made. And it was understood that M^'DufBe 
was to be there the first day of the Session to urge an imme- 
diate call of a convention. He did not go and the^'^ were dis- 
appointed and 1 believe now have unkind feelings towards 
him because he did not fulfill what was supposed to be his 
obligations, as he signed originally the address of M"" Uhett 
to his constituants and they say agreed to stand by him in the 
State. 

I shall write to Elmore immediately and put him right, but 
you must not mistake Col. Elmore. I think he is a devoted 
friend of yours and ho told me that as your friend, and I told 
him then there was some mistake. These 21 gent, are now 
bittiu* towards him, made the unkindest insinuations about 
his prosi>ect8 of receiving an oflico from Polk &c. 

Elmore acted with me most cordially in everything at Co- 
lumbia and did what he could to check and control otliers. 

I hope sincerely every thing will yet work right. As far 
as I am concerned I am perfectly satisfied and am agst every 
thing calculated to produce the slightest division in the state. 
We must be united — it is due to ourselves, to our liberties, and 
to the country; and as God is the judge of my heart there is 
not an emotion in it at present seperato from the honor — the 
rights — and the glory of So. Carolina. . . . 
Very truly 

F. W. Pickens. 



Frmn Duff Green, o. c. 

Wash". Texas. 29*^. Dec 1844 
My dear Sir I enclose you the Tex. Nat. Register. You 
will see that the Editor is preparing the public mind here for 
a coalition between Benton and the whigs which will defeat 
Annexation this Winter, but keeping open the Door of hope 
for the next. 
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Elliot^ is very active, offering Independence on a pledge 
against Annexation. He can do nothing. Nine tenths of the^ 
people are for Annexation, and the President' assures nie that 
he is also. He cannot if he would, defeat it, if Congress pass 
resolutions, next winter, favomble to annexation. Tliese 
people however will not consent to annexation with less than 
the lunits they claim, and will reject it if it be clogged with 
either of M' Benton's Conditions. 
Yours truly 

Duff Green 



From Alexander Ji/iies} o. o. 

241 8'** Avenue New York Jany 9*** 1845. 

Dear Sir ... To your immediate friends, in this city, 
more than to any other cause, except Annexation was owing 
the final abandonment of Van Buren and the nomination of 
Governor Polk. 

We formed a Calhoun, or Congressional District Committee, 
composed of 62 persons, among whom were found representa- 
tives from every ward in the city. We circulated dcHmnicnts 
in favour of the District plan of appointing Delegates to the 
Baltimore Convention, and against the resolutions of the Sym- 
cuse convention, and also against Van Buren and the expedi- 
ency of his nomination. 

These documents were sent into every section of the State; 
aroused powerful and strong opposition, which alarmed the 
Albany regency with the old Hunkers. The brief existence 
of the Gazette, also, had its influence. His chances of receiv- 
ing the nomination, became much weakened, till his Texas 
Letter completed the work so auspiciously conmienccd and 
prosecuted in this city. . . . 

I have the Honor to Remain as Ever Yours Very 

Truly and Sincerely 

Alex" Jones. 



1 Captain Charles Elliot, British chargd in Texas. 

'Anson Jones, President of Texassinco December 9, 1844. 

* Alexander Jones (1802-18C3) was a newspapiT writer in New York City, and subse- 
quently the agent of the Associated Press, fic hud lately been engaged in the estab- 
lishment of a Calhoun paper in New York City. 
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From A. J, Dondson. . c. o. 

Private and Unofficial 

Galvezton, Jan''. 27, 1845 

My D' Sir, I met at Houston your very acceptable letter of 
the 9' ins*, at which place I had arrived on the 24*** by slow 
stages from Washington, for the purpose of escaping the 
miasma of the latter place. I was attacked on the 4*^ of Jan^ 
with the prevailing epidemic and am among the very few 
cases of recoverv from it. 

When I reached Washington on the 4*** Jan'', Gen* Green's* 
Exequatur had been revoked, and the worst possible feeling 
existed between him and the President. The Sec'^ of State, 
M** Allen had prepared a statement of the case to be transmit- 
ted to his agent at Washington city. 1 immediately sought an 
interview with the President, and suggested to him the course 
which was adopted, of stating the circumstances to me, and 
of permitting the explanations to pass through me to you. 
My first object was to remove the impression that Gen* 
Green was authorized to commit his Government in any man- 
ner; and then to relieve him of the charge that he had sought 
to corrupt and menace the President, for you will perceive 
the statement of M*" Allen makes this charge distinctly, and 
thus created a personal issue which under the circumstances 
could not have failed to injure the chai*acter of tiie Gen*. 

I considered tlie Gen*, although out of his sphere, and not 
defensible as a Counsul, as not obnoxious to the severe impu- 
tation cast upon him. He was full of zeal in the cause of 
annexation, and mistaking the sense in which the members of 
Congress heard his project for the defence of the Western 
frontier and the invasion of Mexico, approached the President 
too familiarly, but without a doubt of his disposition, if not 
to concur in his views, at least to consider them in a spirit of 
kindness. Whereas in truth his movements were watched 
with suspicion from the beginning, and before he was aware 
of it, he was involved in the responsibility of measures, con- 
templating a serious change in the policy of the Republic, 
employing the Indians of the U. States and Texas in the inva- 

1 Duff Green, coiuul at Oalveston. See Niles, LX VII, 886; Anson Jones's Republic of 
Texas, pp. 412-414. 
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sion of Mexico, and revolutionizing the country from the Rio 
Grande to the Pacific under the flag of Texas. 

You will see that in my note to M' Allen of the 6*** ins', 
whilst I expressed my disapprobation of such projects, I 
treated the affair as not involving the United States, and 
reaching to no' higher importance than what was due to pri- 
vate character and opinion. In this point of view it has l>een 
settled, and after a full disclaimer on the part of Gen' Green 
of all intention to approach the President in the manner 
charged, the pei*sonal imputation on his chamcter has been 
withdrawn to an extent that ought to be satisfactory to him. 

It gives me pleasure to say to you that the best feeling con- 
tinues to prevail with the Congress of Texas on the subject of 
Annexation. Resolutions of various mass meetings on the 
subject have been referred to the committee of Foreign rela- 
tions in the Senate, and have been the subject of a report 
from M" Kaufman, the chairman, which he informed me would 
be unanimously adopted, recommending annexation as the 
true measure of safety for the Republic. The President also 
in my last interview with him, told me, that he would do his 
duty, and hold himself in readiness to call Congress together 
to take whatever steps might be deemed best to submit the 
action of our Congress to the people of Texas for their confir- 
mation and approval. Their Congress will probably adjourn 
tomorrow, having governed their legislature by the principle 
that, in view of annexation, the least that cx)uld be done, 
consistently with the administmtion and preservation of the 
Government, was the best. 

The President called to see me repeatedly during my con- 
finement, and after I became convalcsent, stated to me, that 
he was assailed from some quarters as maintaining a posi- 
tion unfriendly to annexation, and that he was somewhat in 
doubt as to the course he ought to pursue to put himself right 
in the estimation of his own citizens. I suggested to him that 
I was satisfied with the course he had pursued in his inter- 
coui'se with me; and that if he thought his position sufiiciently 
well defined in the letter he had addressed to me on the 13^ 
ins', that there would be no impropriety in complying with a 
call from Congress for that coiTcspondence — a coui-se fre- 
quently adopted in other Governments for similar purposes. 
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He seemed gratified at the suggestion, and there was a call 
accordingly made the next day, as I understood, for those 
papers. I had not considered that there might be something 
in my letter which would make its publication improper in 
the United States: if so, I shall exceedingly regret my impru- 
dence, and must beg you to ascribe the weakness to the state 
of mind under which I was left by my sickness. 

Determined to leave, during my absence, no influence inop- 
erative in confirming the attachment of the people here to the 
measure of annexation, I left with a leading member of the 
House a letter of which the following is an extract, and which 
he will publish. 

• 

It gives mc pleasure to say also in answer to your allusion to the active 
interest always inanifcstcd by Gen' Jackson in behalf of Texas, that I had 
a letter from him a short time since in which he still expresses the same 
interest. lie still looks upon the reannexation of Texas to the United 
States as a measure of vital importance to the security and happiness of 
both Republics, and one that the people ought not to allow to be defeated. 
Ho conniders that the inhabitants of Texas are entitled to the benefits 
guaranteed to Louisiana by the Treaty with France of 1803, and that rean: 
ncxation is but a restoration of former rights, and a fulfilment of obligations 
which the Treaty of 1819 with Spain ought never to have disturbed. 

But independent of, and above these considerations, he regards the will 
of Texas, made free and national by the valor and prowess of her own 
citizens, and declared in favor of annexation, as constituting an appeal to 
till* United States whi<!h cannot he resisted. This position of Texas reme- 
dies the errors of the Treaty of 1819, reopens the door for the consumma- 
tion of tlie ple<lges contained in the Treaty of 1803, and restores to the 
valley of the Mississippi its unity in surface, in population, in Grovemment, 
in defence, and in future security against foreign infiuence. 

With these views the Gen' is still sanguine of the success of the measure 
of reannexation, and awaits with confidence the ful/ilment of the popular 
wish in the United States by those charged with the administration of the 
(lovernment. 

I shall write you again from New Orleans, where I hope to 
meet my wife, and will avail myself of the leave of absence 
the President has been kind enough to grant me. 

There is one point of public interest, however, of which I 
will say a word in this letter before concluding, and that is in 
relation to the unsettled question growing out of the order of 
President Houston to the collector at the mouth of the Sabine. 
The Secretary of State has not answered my communication 
on the subject, but replied verbally that instructions had been 
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issued to the collector which he was sure would prevent any 
future difficulty — that subject being a delicate and diiiicult 
one, and requiring an examination of documents to which he 
had not now access, he hoped I would not press an answer 
immediately. I told him that all that was desired by me was 
the prevention of trouble, and an assertion of the rights of 
the U States, and if his instructions to the collector had the 
effect attributed to them, that the delay he desired was not 
material. 

1 am very respectfully y'. obt svt 

A J DONELSON 



From Wm, li. King, o. o. 

Paris January 29"*, 1845. 
My Dear Sir I was much gratified by your very friendly 
letter of the 13 Dec^ and I surely hope your anticipations 
may be reallised, and this Congress may not adjourn without 
passing M'. M^Duffy's resolutions for the annexation of 
Texas. I deeply regret the coui^se pursued by Co*. Benton, 
while I am at a loss to comprehend the motives which in- 
fluence it. His position it seems to me is every way extraor- 
dinary; for while he professes to be desirous to promote the 
annexation of Texas, he cannot fail with his sagacity to see, 
that even should his Bill piuss, it will in all human proba- 
bility defeat the measure. All that England requires to per- 
fect her plan of oppemtions; and to opi^enite successfully on 
Texas herself, is delay on our part to act deffinitively on 
the question. I am fully convinced of this from the change 
of . . . [torn out] produced on Ashbel Smith ^ . , . 
affairs for Fmnce and England; He was the warm and decided 
advocate of annexation; but after making a visit to England 
and having an intei*view with Lord Abberdeen, be avowed 
himself decidedly hostile to the measure. I entertain little 
doubt that he returned to Texas authorised to make pro- 
posaUi, or to use his influence to induce his Government to 
accept propositions which will be well calculated to produce 
their effect in Texas. Smith is a cautious man; yet in the 

> Texan agent in Europe. See hia communication of July 31, laid, 8upra. 
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conver^tions I have held with' him he has thrown out 
remarks which convinced me that he will in this matter be a 
willing instrument in the hands of England. On more than 
one occasion he spoke of the time and circumstances being 
propitious for Texas to obtain the acknowledgement of her 
independence by Mexico. To procure the payment of her 
debt by gmnting certain commercial facilities to England; 
while at the same time the aiTangement could be rendered 
greatly beneficial to Texas by a stipulation for the admission 
of her Cotton into British Ports free of duty. He did not 
say that these suggestions came from Lord Abberdeen, yet 
from the whole tenor of his conversations, he left that 
impression on my mind. Smith is the bosom Friend of the 
President elect Jones, and it is said will be his Secretary of 
State. I have thought it was but proper that you should 
undei*stand his feelings and probable course. Would to God 
our Congress could but understand the importance of prompt 
action to put an end to European intrigue, and the ultimate 
loss of that fine country, unless we resort to force to obtain 
it. The act done, we should hear no more of opposition on 
this side of the Atlantic. I shall use prudently the power 
you have given me to expend for certain object $500. It is 
probable that nothing like that sum will be required, par- 
ticularly if the contribution you mentioned should be made 
by the southern States. You do not direct on whom I shall 
draw, either do so or transmit me a Bill for the amount. 
Tender my best respects to M". Calhoun. 

Truly and faithfully I am your Ob*. Sv*. 

William R. King 



Frmn A, J, D«mAs<yii, ^ c. c. 

Private 

New Orleans. Jan SO*** 1845 

D** Sir I reached this place last night and deposited with the 
post master my letters to the Department relating to my 
public business. They will be a day in advance of this letter. 

The British and French Ministers at Galvezton are very 
active in their exertions against annexation, but have been 
deterred bv the great fatality among the inhabitants at the 
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seat of Government, from visiting that place. They report 
that no measure consummating annexation can get more than 
Twenty votes in our Senate; and that this information is from 
high and reyHmsible sources. I hope they will bo disappointed, 
even [if] the measure be limited to the mere extension to Texas 
of the provision contained in the tS*'. article of the Treaty in 
regard to h\ The main point is to get the country, leaving 
for the future as they will be presented by Texas in her Con- 
stitution, the difficulties, respecting slavery, the number of 
states &c &c 

I endeavored to sound Elliott in regard to his views about 
California and the occupation of the country between the 
Nuesos [Nueces] and the Rio Grande. My object was to get 
a clue to the mortgage, said by Gen^ Green to be held by Great 
Britain on a large portion of that country to secure the debts 
of British subjects. If there be any reality in that Mortgage, 
as understood by Gen* Green, Elliott knew how to keep it to 
himself. 

My belief is that Elliott is sick of his position, and feels 
that interference with the annexation question was a false move 
for his Gov*. He is saying boldly that the country is over- 
rated; but affects great concern about the extension of slaver}', 
insinuating that it will dissolve our Union, and, if Texiis is 
annexed, bring upon her our troubles. He is a shrewd and 
cunning man, and of coui*se is to be understood more by his 
actions than his words. 

Not finding my wife here as I expected I shall proceed 
directly from this place to Nashville. I can go up and back 
again in about three weeks, and be ready to execute your 
instructions, should there be any for me on my return, in 
addition to a necessity for attention to my private business, I 
wish to see Gen* Jackson whose life hangs on a thread. I 
desire to converse with him particularly on the subject of his 
personal ;*elations to you, which were brought to my notice 
by Governor Bi*anch, and which I hope can he placed on such 
a footing as to take from them all impeachment of the char- 
acter or motives of either of vou. 

I am very respectfully y'. obt svt 

A J DONFLSON 
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From James Hwmilton. o. o. 

New Orleans Feby IS*** 1846. 

My Dear Sir. I was greatly rejoiced on my arrival here to 
find from the Papers that your convalescence was so far 
established as to relieve your friends of all anxiety in relation 
to your speedy recovery. 

In the meantime let me beg of you not to regard anything 
that has passed between us as the value of a tobacco stopper 
in regard to the Mission to England if it becomes half as 
desirable to you that you should occupy this Post as it is 
important perhaps to the public interest that you should do 
so. But I am probably making generous concessions at a 
very small price as I very much question even if you do not 
take the appointment whether Polk would authorize its being 
tendered to me. It is an old saying in the Kennel, that the 
greedy Dogs are always served first and I have no doubt some 
Mouth is ready to receive this Dotation (as the King of France 
says) more rapacious than my own and I am content. I leave 
the matter in your hands to be managed as you deem most 
conformable to my character and your own sense of delicacy. 
If you do not take the appointment yourself I shall be satis- 
fied whether I obtain it or not, if you will only say to Polk 
what you have said to me, that you consider me the best 
qualified for the duties of this office than any other Man you 
know South of the Potomac and that no other individual but 
one on the South Side of \i}ci\%fearfvl line should occupy it at 
this crisis of anxiety and peril. I confess if I were to go it 
would be without the motive of a single personal gratification 
of pleasure novelty or ostentatious honor, but for the single 
purpose of accomplishing a great object in the snuMest possible 
tiine^ — and when that object is accomplished to come home. 

If Texas is annexed I shall bo relieved of eveiy embarrass- 
ment I have in the world and if I go to England on my return 
I hope to go into Congress immediateby and be felt again 
before I die in the cause of the South. I trust in God I may 
yet contribute to placing you where your Country can alone 
reap the full fruition of your vertues and Genius. With this 
view whether you elect to go abroad or stay at home, if your 
health permits do not withdraw from the public eye, for I 

HIST 99 — VOL II — —05 
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cannot but think in the next four Years a Ci'isis will arise 
which will demand you[r] services in the highest Post known to 
the Constitution to save both it and the Country from destruc- 
tion. Everything but your health must be sacrificed to this 
consideration. As you will have vast power in controlling the 
movement of the Gov* thro the treaty-making power you[r] 
present Post I think would be far more influential than any 
other you could occupy. I shall be delighted if Polk has the 
sensibility to what is due to your character and an apprchen- 
siveness as to what is due to your ability and his own interests 
to invite you cordially into his Cabinet. 

On my arrival here 1 met Ben tons project for annexation 
which 1 think if it is made definitive as far as fact of annex- 
ation is concerned is far more likely to obtain the concurrence 
of the people of Texas than the joint Resolutions of the House. 
These Resolutions really treat Texas as a conquered Territory. 
They appropriate her revenues for Customs altho these are 
ademnVy pledged long since to a certain class of her Creditors 
and remit the whole of them of all classes to the {at present) 
utter unavailing and unavailable resource of her public 
Lands. This is not only countenancing but profiting b}' a 
most di8gi*acef ul repudiation. I am satisfied that the most 
influential Men in Texas connected with the Gov* would use the 
unceremonious arrogance and manifest bad faith of these 
Resolutions to defeat annexation forever. And let it be under- 
stood if Congress adjourns without consummating this measure 
1 have strojig reasons for believing that the British Gov* will 
submit to the people of Texas propositions providing for a 
recognition of the Independance of Texas by Mexico and a 
Peace between the two Countries without requiring any con- 
cessions on the Slave Question or any discrimination in favor 
of her Commerce but simply on the condition of Non Aime^- 
ation and that Texas shall reduce her Tariff to 10 per cent ad 
valorem. If I did not believe from the immense number of 
European Emigrants coming into the Country under the 
Empresarios of the Prince^ St. Johns Fisher and Castro that in 
5 yeai's Texas would abolish Slavery by a popular Vote I 
would come out at once against annexation under a belief tliat 

1 Preaumably the Prince <>f Solmv-UmuufoU. 



LETTERS TO JOHN 0. CALHOUN. 1027 

a free port at Galveston would be a powerful Engine for free 
Trade in the U. S. but as it is I go for a Union between the 
two Countries. 

Ever My Dear Sir Youra faithfully 

J. Hamilton. 

P. S. It has occurred to me that Benton's Bill if it were 
modified and divided into two sections the first to affirm that 
Ti^iwa* wns ipso fdctf) from the passing of the Act a Member 
of the Union and his conditions made matters of detail to be 
arranged afterwards by Commissioners appointed by the 
Governments it would be .far prefemble for both and be much 
more likely to obtain the assent of Texas than the Resolutions 
of the House. Could not a compromise so as to insure the 
passing of an Act of Union be passed this Session. . . . 

Direct to me at the Oswichee at your earliest convenience. 
I shall drop M^ Polk a Letter tomorrow on the State of things 
at Texas more in detail than this communication. 



Frwn Daniel E, linger .^ c. c. 

Charlestown March 24*** 1845. 

My dear Sir The Senate adjourned on Thursday the 20** 
and I reached this city yesterday the 23''. 

Nothing occurred at Washington but what was in due 
course. The nominations of the President were confirmed 
generally. He refused to comnmnicate to the Senate anything 
which had been done by M'. Tyler or himself, under the reso- 
lutions for admitting Texas. The Zoll-Verrein treaty was 
postponed until the next session of Cong*. M'. Webster 
apiHjarcd to understand pcrf ectlj' the object of this treaty and 
its policy. Other gentlemen of his Party appeared to regard 
it as simply an attempt to reduce the Tariff, which they said 
ought not to be done but with the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives. 

Uiidgc Dfiniel R. linger (1779-1864), one of the principal Union men of 1882, WMfor 
tioiiriy nrty yc^nrn Idniitincd with the piihlic fiprvicc of South Cnrollnn. Ho wrvccl In 
OnlhoiuVH place in the Rcnntc from 1848 to 184A, luid then resigned, iihortly iifter the writ- 
ing of thlM letter. In order to give fin opportnnlty for Calhoun to return to the Senate. 
(See O'NcairH Bench and Bar of Soutli Carolina, 1. 180-184.) 
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I wa8 informed by the Secretary of State that the wish of 
the Presid^ was to send a minister to England from the South- 
ern States and if possible from South Carolina. I have no 
doubt your indication of one would bo attended to. llopi'^ 
are yet entertained that you might yet be induced to go. 1 
said your friends had pressed you on this subject but that 
you appeared inflexible. 

M^ President and myself had some conversation as to Pro- 
scriptions in S. O. The result was a declaration on his part, 
that no removals should take place here except ycT* (xmae. 

The death of Senator Bates* afforded me an opportunity of 
taking ground which I was happy enough to perceive, was 
regarded as indicative of S. Carolina feeling. 

The course pursued by Gen* M^Duflie and myself on the 
Oregon question excited at first, unpleasant feelings, but 
before we parted, I think, even the gentlemen of our Party 
had ceased to indulge even disapprobation of our course. 

Af. Buch" spoke to me of the course the Mercury had pur- 
sued with respect to him. He declared to me he had done 
nothing and even had not a wish, to have you supplanted in 
the State Department. He said you had been generously 
kind to him once for which he felt grateful.. He did not 
appear entirely satisfied with his position — a post in the Sen- 
ate he thought prefemble. Should you ever concur in this 
opinion, I beg you will, without hesitation signify the same 
to me. We want you in the Senate. The Whigs there are 
much stronger than we are and I mistake much if the contest 
between the two parties does not in a very short time shew 
the necessity of some change, particularly in the Cabinet. If 
the Secretary of the Treasury does not turn out much more 
than is expected of him and far superior to his brother Minis- 
ters a change in the Cabinet must take place. M**. Buch" 
may fall on the Bench. No one has been nominated to fill 
M^ Justice Baldwin's place. The President said to me he 
was determined to have a first rate man there and that this 
was the cause of his delay. He moreover said that in his 
opinion sufficient attention had not been given to this subject 
even by General Jackson himself. 

'IiMtao C. Bates, Senator from MaaMicbuacttJi, dlud Maruli Iti. 
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We have a rumour in circulation that M'. Woodbury is to 
go to England. I attach no consequence to it for the reason 
above given. 

Should you at any time feel disposed to communicate to me 
your wishes or views, a letter addressed to me here will be 
attended to. 

Yours &c. 

Daniel E. Huoer. 



Froin Francis W. Pickens. c. c. 

Charleston 17 April 1846. 
Mr DEAR Sir . . . Elmore shewed me Polk's letter offer- 
ing him the Mission to England and his reply. He refuses it 
solely on account of his embarrassments and the time allowed 
him being too short to prepare for leaving. Polk urged an 
immediate departure at the urgent request of Everett I see 
from Elmore's letter that he has expected it from the ^^corre- 
spondence of friends at Washington." I take it for granted 
that time will be allowed Elmore and that he will yet go. It 
will be an excellent appointment — the best that can be made 
considering the issues. I understand that there will be a 
change in the Cabinet and Buchanan will go on the bench &c. 
Walker is the ruling spirit. Ritchie will certainly go to 
Washington as ^Hhe organ," so Elmore informs me. It is . 
said here that if Elmore does not accept that he has urged 
Gen. Hammond to go in his place. It is thought he will go. 
I think next to Elmore he will be the ablest man for us. . . . 
In haste but truly 

F. W. Pickens. 



From A. J, Drmelson, o. c. 

Private 

Washington Texas April 24: 1845 

My D"" Sir, It gives mo pleasure to inform you that upon 
the basis of the first and second section [s] of the Joint Reso- 
lution for the annexation of Texas, which you instructed me 
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to present to this Government, there is now a probability 
amounting to almost certainty that the measura will be con- 
sunmiated before tlie next session of our Congress. 

Upon my arrival here there was excitement in the public 
mind, growing out of an impi^ession that the President of 
this Republic would not accept the proposals, or refer the sub- 
ject to either Congress or the people. And there was unfor- 
tunately some ground for such an apprehension in the delay 
of the President to issue his Proclamation, yet he never for a 
moment in any interview with me intimated a wish to inter- 
pose an obstacle to the judgement of the people. 

You will be surprised, however, when I inform you that 
Gen^ Houston brought all his influence to bear against our 
proposals, and in favor of resorting to the negotiation con- 
templated by the Senate amendment to the House bill. Upon 
the latter basis there is no doubt, aided by his influence, this 
Government expected to throw me back for new instructions; 
but my communication was prepared with a full knowledge 
of the temper of the Cabinet, and I presented it the morning 
after my arrival as containing the vltimatum of President 
Polk in which he had the concuri*ence also of President Tyler. 

Great hesitation and indecision were manifested throughout 
the corps of officeholders, and it was not until Gen' Houston 
could be seen, and until there were returns from other points 
in the State, that the President announced the issue of his 
Proclamation to call Congress. 

It is useless, however, to trouble you with the details of 
the various incidents which marked a settled purpose here to 
change the basis selected by my Government, — nor will it be 
interesting to you to know the particular steps taken by me 
to defeat such a purpose. It is proper for me, however, to 
say to you that in a long correspondence into which 1 have 
been drawn by Gen* Houston I have been obliged to refer to 
certain statements from him representing the willingness of 
Texas to retain her public domain and pay her own debts. 
In a letter directed to you from New Orleans I urged upon 
you to let go that feature of the Ti*eaty, stating to you that 
Houston thought Texas would be better off retalnirig than 
cedifig her public lands. At the time he made this declara- 
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tion our attention was confined to Af M^Duffies bill, and it is 
obvious that when you took out of that bill the provisions 
concerning the public debt and lands of Texas, there was 
nothing left but the general provision admitting Texas as a 
Territory, and secunng to her citizens a community of rights 
and privileges as citizens of the United States. In rebutting 
the objections made by Gen* Houston to the House bill — objec- 
tions drawn out with care and intended to influence President 
Jones — I have maintained that he was committed substantially 
to that bill, and could not oppose it without a change of the 
position occupied by him in December last, when I communi- 
cated to you confidentially the extent to which the provisions 
of the Treaty might be modified without danger to the meas- 
ure, so far as it depended upon the approbation of Texas. As 
that letter may bo important to mc I wish you to preserve it. 

Without further reference to the progress of the measure 
since my last arrival at this place, I may say to you that 
President Jones in convoking Congress has removed the only 
possible obstacle to its consummation, which was the neces- 
sity of obtaining ^^tKe consent oftheexistmg Oovermnent^'^ to 
the proposals contained in the House bill. (!!ongress will give 
this consent most cheerfully, and authorise a convention of 
the people at an early day, when a new constitution and a 
Government adapted to the changes made necessary by the 
admission into our Union, will follow in time for the next 
meeting of our Congress. 

The people of Texas are holding public meetings throughout 
the TeiTitoiy, and are expressing their approbation of the 
terms offered to them by the United States with a unanimity 
which no other debated question has ever received. 

This great measure is therefore consummated unless the 
spirit of faction, appearing again in our Congress, may I'efuse 
to pass the law redeeming our pledge to Texas when she 
brings forward her Republican form of Government 

I congratulate you on the possession of an additional guar- 
antee for our safety from internal as well as external foes — a 
guarantee which you have sacrificed much to obtain, and for 
which the country can never thank you and President Tyler 
too much. 
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With my thanks for your personal kindness on all occasions 
to me; and my great respect for your exalted public and pri- 
vate character, 

I have the honor to be very sincei*ely and truly y' obt svt 

A J DONKLSON 

P. S. Consider the reference I have made to Gen* Houston 
as private and confidential. I still have a hope that he will 
withdraw his opposition. 

A. J. D. 



Pram, Robert O. Scott, c. o. 

Richmond April 27*** 1845 
My Dear Sir I have postponed writing to you as I promised 
until I could speak with certainty of the result of the Virginia 
elections that result is now known and a glorious one it is. 
We shall have a majority on joint ballot mnging from 15 to 
25 and it may go up to 80. I think this majority will be of 
the right stamp. But more than this — Hunter and Seddon are 
elected. The former by nearly 200 majority ; and the latter 
by 262, In this heretofore strong Whig population never have 
I seen such a triumph. Old Hanover has come back to us by 
a majority of 82. Hunters own county E^ex, returns to the 
Democratic family. Bailey is elected in the accompanying 
district by at least 120 majority. Atkinson, Dromgoolc, 
Treadway, Hubbard, Leake (from the Albennarle District) 
Bedinger, Taylor, Hopkins or Grange, Chapman, Johnson, 
Brown and Taylor, are all elected, leaving the Loudon District 
alone to the Federalists, and that has elected a Texas Whig. 
Thus you will see My Dear Sir that our old State has Ijeen 
waked up, and that she may now be counted on to lead this 
House in the coming struggle. Could we have done more if 
Your best and strongest friends go to Washington, They will 
with your own State delegation present an array of talent, 
firmness, sound judgment, fidelity, to our principles and ele- 
vation of chaiticter above vastly above their adversaries. But 
a new enquiry at once arises. Hunters election removes him 
from the list of those from whom a selection of Senator will be 
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made. Our present Governor goes out next Winter and we 
have to elect another. Who are to fill these high stations? 
The West will expect to have one of these. For years our 
Governors have come from beyond the mountains. Archer 
our Senator lives in Amelia. The West will then probably 
claim the Senator and the East the Governor. But who are 
they to be. Our present Governor ' will not do for the Senate. 
But he is young comparatively and talented. Many of the 
Western members will prefer him, but I have no idea he can 
be elected. Judge Pennypacker is the next choice with that 
branch of the party. But he can hardly be elected for reasons 
as strong if not stronger, than those applicable to our Gov- 
ernor. In looking about D' Brockenbrough, who is quasi a 
resident of the West has occurred to some of us. But is ho 
sufficiently separated from the old leaven? If not he would 
bo worse than either for his controling influence over the new 
organ at Washington would be fatal. Yet I have strong rea- 
sons for believing that the Doctor is at heart with us. Do 
you know anything on this subject? If you do, fail not at 
once to let some friend here be informed of what you do 
know. If he will go with us, to place him in the Senate 
would be a measure of inestimable value. Your own observa- 
tion will at once picture out the great advantages. I have 
taken measures to procure information on this head, but it 
will be some weeks before I can procure it in a reliable form. 
The selection of our Governor is hardly of less importance 
than the Senator. A sound, able, practical man at the head 
of the State, would give a direction at home to our move- 
ments, such as would rapidly give power, efficiency and cohe- 
sion to our party. We shall have less difficulty as to this 
selection than the other. For in the East we can pitvsent 
several names upon which our friends can rally. William O. 
Goode, Ilichard Kidder Meade &c would give us all we could 
desire. Already are our f riends.quietly yet decidedly looking 
to these matters. The last evening brought me several let- 
ters. Dromgoole might have been in our way, but his intem- 
perate habits place him I think out of the chance of further 
elevation. Such is a brief outline of our position as to men. 
But my Dear Sir, old Virginia is now sounder than for 20 

1 James lloDowell. 
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yeai*s on the gi-eat principles which you hold dear. Texas 
and the Tariff have this spring done the work. Texas, because 
that is truly a question connecting itself with the South and 
the Slavery of the South. The tariff because Virginia has 
firmly resolved to abide not by the plundering bill of 1842, 
but resolutely at aU hazards to demand its modification. In 
this, the tide water country of Virginia ai*e nearly unanimous. 
And especially, that long populous and rich peninsula between 
the waters of the York and the Rappahannock extending from 
New Point Comfort to the foot of the blue Ridge, and embi*ac- 
ing the counties of Matthews, Middlesex, Gloucester King 
and Queen, King William, Elssex, Hanover, Carolina Six)t- 
sylvania. Orange, Madison, and Green, from which not a Hingle 
Whig has been elected to our Legislature. Accomac too, sends 
us both Democrats and Warwick and Elizabeth City elects a 
Democrat, and turns out a Whig. Indeed looked upon in 
every aspect, I do from my very soul, most heartily congi'at- 
ulate you upon this victory, as the [presage] of what is to fol- 
low. Our people look now to your State to give us in due 
season the successor of the President. In i*egard to Mr. 
Ritchie, and his taking charge of the Government organ ' at 
Washington, I cannot undertake at this moment to fore- 
shadow what may become of it. But I have but slight fears 
as to the consequences. We hei*o stand nmo in a position to 
restrain any offensive action. We are too strong to be trifled 
with, much less deceived, even was there a disposition to do 
either, which I by no means suspect. But the possession of 
strength and its wise use is the position of safety. The for- 
mer we have, and the latter I have no doubt will be practiced. 
I am deceived in our men, if this be not proved. Already 
the supporters of the Enquirer in Virginia, are appealing to 
us, to keep up its vigor, and to take measures for preserving 
its future influence and efficiency. As to Mr. Polks dispensa- 
tion of office, we took him for but little. Indeed in my judg- 
ment the less we get the better. None certainly ought to be 
sought or taken, by begging for it, as the medicant seeks his 
daily bread, I have little question the office of Secretary of 
State is already too hot for the present incumbent. What 
with our Texan negotiations, Mexican troubles, Bmzilian 

1 The Washington Union. 
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squabbler and the growling of John Bull, I rather suspect 
the Pennsylvanian would be glad to be back in the Senate. 
Or has a longing eye to a quiet seat on the bench of the 
Supreme court. And then among the on dits of the day we 
hear Mr. Stevenson is to become premier, and Mason to retire, 
or go abroad. About all this I know but little, and care less. 
If Mr. Polk and his Cabinet do right, I will approve, if wrong 
I will not spare them the less, but on the contrary condemn 
them the more because 1 gave my aid to bring them into 
power. But I have wandered from the main purpose of this 
letter, which was to let you know how stood things in Vir- 
ginia, that accomplished 1- design to stop. With my best and 
sinccrest wishes for your health and happiness, 

I am with high regard and respect yours truly 

Robert G. Scott 



Froia Dvff Oreen, c. c. 

Washington. 2"** May 1846 
Mr DEAR Sir I enclose you a copy of a letter to M' Pickens.* 
It explains itself. I do not see how he can hesitate to adopt the 
course I recommend, and I hope that it will meet your appro- 
bation. By going to England, on a special mission, charged 
with these important negotiations you will, I verily believe be 
able to conclude a favorable treaty. You will find a powerful 
and influential party who believe that it is the interest of 
England that all her colonies should, as soon as they [are] 
capable of self government, become independent Governments 
with friendly commercial treaties with England, and these 
will be glad to surrender Oregon, as part of a commercial 
armngement with this country 

If you fail you will have discharged your duty, and identi- 
fied your name with the honor and interest of the United 
States so that you can do more than any other man to guide 
future events. A new crisis has arisen since the coming in of 
the new administration, and your acceptance of the Office 
under these circumstances will give you new claims on the 

1 See note on p. 658, tupra. 



1036 AMERIOAN HISTOBIOAL A88O0IATION. 

confidence of the Country, and be considered every where as 
an acknowledgment of your merits and superior qualifications. 

If you refuse, it will be charged that you are soured and 
disappointed, and you will be held responsible for any failure 
in the negotiations which may occur. 

Some of your friends say that if you make a treaty it will 
be assailed, because it is made by you. I admit that the his- 
tory of the Texas negotiation would seem to justify such an 
opinion, but I think it will be otherwise because the new nego- 
tiation will be sustained by M" Polk. Ritchie will be here 
and will be committed in advance. Benton's power to do you 
injury no longer exists and all parties will fear to assail a good 
treaty if it makes an end of the controversy, and if you fail. 
You will have the American feeling to fall back on, which will 
be stronger as the pretensions and objects of England will be 
exposed by you. 

I hope You will place what I have done to the proper motives. 
Believe me as ever your sincere friend 

Dupp Green 



From John S, Bmvour, c. c. 

Catalpa, May 21»* 1846 
My Dear Sir I was in Washington a few days past I 
saw Idason, Marcy, Buchanan and Bancroft.' These people 
are the vilest of hypocrites if they are not your friends. I 
am old enough to distrust all politicians, for they are the pests 
of every community in which they are members. The loss 
of personal hopes and the consequent lapse of selfishness into 
patriotism make them your friends, as far as they can be 
friends of anybody, in spite of antient predelections. Sev- 
eral little anecdotes were told me to satisfy me of Bancrofts 
admimtion of your ability in the despatches to the British 
Minister. And one of these occurring in Cabinet Council. 
Men like animals of every other Class have their instinct, and 
you cannot mistake the instinct that is ^^ North of the Tweed." 
Victory said Bonaparte is never called to an account for her 
actions. And the ^^ flesh pots of Egypt" are scented in the 

> Attorney-general and secretariei of war, state, and navy, reBpecUvely. 
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distant gales. These people doubtless think that having ex- 
hausted both their powers and their hopes in wmngles for 
other uses than those of the Country; they may now fall back 
in commendation of you, as the offering which *' Vice gives to 
Virtue". The agent I believe is according to the Masters in 
Ethicks, vicious or virtuous according to his intention, but the 
act good or ill according to its tendency. Be this as it may 
these people are professedly at least your friends very lauda- 
tory of you. And I may add that which was my chief pur- 
pose in picking up my pen to write you — the President (Colo 
Polk) is so likewise. 

Mr. Polk is by nature a good man, plain in understanding, — 
iniised into aspiration by the advent of peculiar combinations 
of powers, parties, and persons; and successful to the highest 
limit in the altitude of aspiration. He may natumlly and 1 
believe patriotickly wish first that he may be succeeded by 
the most worthy for his own gratification and secondly for the 
Countrys weal. I have the best reason to think that his pres- 
ent hopes and wishes lean to you. It was he who recounted 
to me M' Bancrofts eulogy on reading (or hearing) your let- 
ter to the British Ambassador. I know that Ritchie is decid- 
edly your friend. And I know he is a friend to be valued. 
The young Kitchies 1 know nothing of; but the old man is far 
more sincere and honest than We might expect from a hack- 
nied politician. 

The President asked me why it was that the South Carolina 
Statesmen declined the Mission to England? I replied that it 
was a matter of which I was wholly uninformed. I thought 
his views correct In this — 1"* That the Mission ought to go 
to a Slave State, 2^, particularly to South Carolina. I was 
alone with Mr. Polk for near two hours and I am greatly 
deceived if he is not sincerely your friend. He spoke of 
Wright as being powerless and in a tone of the feud of Dallas 
and Buchanan which left me with the belief that he regarded 
them both as feeble for ill or injury to others or profit to 
themselves. I may have been deceived in all that 1 heard. 
Yet I do not think so. When kindness is felt and is sincere 
in its tendency and object, it cannot always be repulsed with 
justice or policy. Unsolicited support for political trust, by 
those towards whom we have acted in opposition, and who ai*e 
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without pei*8onal regard to uu, is perhaps high commendation 
to the object of support, and moreover commendation to the 
patriotism which offers its aid under such circumstances. To 
repulse it is I think neither wise nor dutiful. The substance 
of my thoughts is this: Those people at Washington wish to 
be your friends — whether the motive be good or bad is it wise 
to discard their favour? 
With great Respect and Sincoi*e Regard 

Yr friend J. S. Baubouk 



From W. A. IfarrU^ c. o. 

Washington 11. July 1845. 

Mr Dear Sir: I have been postponing for three months 
past, the purpose of writing to you; hoping each day, that I 
might have some striking fact to communicate, worthy of 
your special notice. I shall, in as few words ns possible, 
endeavor to put you in possession of such facts and inferences, 
as I may think will be of some interest to you. 

In the fii*st place then, I have seen nothing in the course or 
conduct of M'. Polk, public or private, that changes in the 
least my opinion of him, somewhat warmly expressed to you, 
before you left; but, on the contrary, much to confirm it. In 
a single word, he is not equal to the station; and, it will oper- 
ate forever hereafter, as a caution to us, to compromise on no 
second or third rate man for the presidency. A second nito 
man might indeed do, if he were thorough!}' honest and disin- 
terested, free from prejudice and that little ambition which 
attaches itself to small minds in such a situation, of desiring 
to be thought above the reach of even Cabinet influence. 
Such persons most probably at once pass under some other 
influence less worthy to be trusted. These remarks find a 
pitictical application in the present head of our national 
affairs. 

The policy of the President seems to be to forget his friends 
and bu}' up his enemies. Hence Benton, Blair, and the New 
York regency can command any thing. I say so, because the}' 

1 William A. UarriB (180&-1864), M. G. from Virginia from 1841 to 1843. was editor of the 
Spectator, and gubeequently of the Constitution, Calhoun newspapers, published at 
Washington. 
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Jiave done it. The Van Buren-Wright men got oveiy thing 
in New York that they wanted, till they came to the Custom 
House. In that case, M^ Van Ness seemed to be in all 
respects so unexceptionable, so fitted for the office by every 
necessary and proper qualification, that every body said let 
him be retained. M'. Polk seemed for a while to appreciate 
this feeling, and to be fully influenced by the common senti- 
ment. But, the spoils-men were not to be put oflf so. They 
commenced agitating and moving upon the President with 
the most energetic pertinacity. Though their ward meetings 
failed them, still they continued to agitate. The President 
for a time seemed unmoved by their efforts and importunity, 
and less persevering men would have desisted; but they per- 
sisted in their purposes, till they ascertained the assailable 
point — they touched it — and the work was accomplished. 
They ascertained that the great object of M'* Polk was to 
give the Union the public printing. They at once got the 
membei*s elect from New York, through the conunanding 
influence of a few distinguished names, to say, that unless M'. 
Van Ness was removed, they could not vote for llitchie and 
IIcisH as public printers. That hint was enough. Af Van 
Ness was an avowed Calhoun and free ti*ade man, and had to 
share the fate of all others of that way of thinking. 

They recently offered M'. Blair' the mission to Spain. He 
growled his refusal, by telling them he " wanted none of their 
Missions." They then beseechingly asked him if his son 
Montgomery Blair of Missouri would not accept a charg^hip, 
which was also refused; but, leave was given him to fill all the 
offices in Missouri, which he has availed himself of to the 
fullest extent. 

The Benton-Blair- Van Buren party intend to make war upon 
the Administration and upon the free trade party — or in other 
words, upon Polk, yourself and friends. They will have a press, 
it is said, established here in a month from this time. It is 
also asserted, that [at] a recent meeting of Van Buren, Wright, 
and other dignitaries at Coddington's in New York, these 
arrangements, and God know what else, were decided upon. 
The story goes, that M'. Cambreling alone subscribed ten 
thousand dollars to establish the press. They can certainly 

1 Francis P. Blair, of the Globe. 
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mako it a formidable engine eveiy way. But, can they get 
the public printing? They are certainly going for it. Pre- 
liminaiy to this open outbreak, John C. Rives,^ who had just 
been elected pi*esident of the Democratic association, i*ead a 
HOi*t of inaugumi address upon taking the chair, in whi<th ho 
exhibited to the fullest extent, his hostility to the Adminis- 
tration and to youi'self . It was sent, with the Proceedings of 
the meeting, to the Union to be published, and was actually 
set up, but the proof reader called the attention of M'. Ritchie 
to it, and he in consternation i*an to the President, and it was 
actually the subject of a Cabinet meeting. They detonnined 
to suppress it; and thereby showed gi-eat shortsightedness and 
bad policy. Heiss showed me a copy of it in confidence, and 
its bitterness may be considered as a fair illustration of the 
geneml feeling of the Van Buren party. Rives invited the 
President and Cabinet, and the editors of the Democratic 
press here, to be present on the 4'^ of July, at the ceremony 
of laying the corner stone of " Jackson Hall." This is to be 
a very large building put up by Blair and Rives for a printing 
office, and to contain a Hall for the meetings of the Demo- 
cratic associations and other democrats of the District. Well, 
the Cabinet and the editors were present, and, with many 
other things, M'. Rives announced that he deposited a copy of 
that speech in the corner stone. I laughingly told tiiem, that 
I thought we had all been made to play a very silly part, in 
coming to see M** Rives lay the corner stone of opposition to 
the present or any future administration, that did not exactly 
please his clique. Chagrin was upon the face of the whole 
party, and they could not conceal it. 

The signs of dissatisfaction with the administration, are 
showing themselves on all tides. It was but the other day, 
that they were about to hold a public meeting in Cincinnati 
to express their dissatisfaction with the administration, and it 
was only by the efforts of Col. Medill, 2^ assistant Postmaster 
General, that it was suppressed. He told me himself, that he 
had made promises on behalf of the administration, which, if 
they did not fulfill, would only make the dissatisfaction the 
greater, and the outbreak when it did come, the stronger. 
The democratic papers in Mississippi are fiercely assailing M^ 

> Blair's partner. 
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Walker. ' They make his improperly withholding the Govern- 
or's Commission appointing Thompson' a senator, the ground of 
the attack upon him; but, it is palpable that they have lost 
confidence in him. They believed him to be concerned with 
D^ Gwin and Col. M^Lemore in extensive Indian speculations 
of some sort, now in progress, and over which the Treasury 
Dopartmont may perhaps exorcise some peculiar control. 
They fear that he is unsound upon the Tariff and the Inde- 
pendent Treasury ; and, i am sorrj' to say, not without reason. 
I understand that he and Ritchie are cooking up some sort of 
a league of State Banks, which is to be offered instead of the 
Sub Treasury. And the bill of Gen* M^Kay,' is to be offered 
as a compromise upon the tariff. I have taken, on the part 
of the friends of free trade, the strongest grounds against all 
compromises upon the subject of the Tariff; consenting to 
nothing but rigid and exact justice in the premises. And, at 
the same time going for the Subtreasury and a total separa- 
tion of the government from the Banks, as declared at the 
Baltimore Convention, before we entered upon the Canvass. 
1 know that the people, and especially the great west, are 
entirely and fully with us on these questions. At the same 
time, I have treated . the subject as if I did not for a moment 
doubt the intention of M"". Polk and his Cabinet to go foi 
these measures. For, whatever may be my private opinion^ 
upon the subject, I consider it the best policy to exhibit the 
greatest show of confidence now — to hold them to the condi- 
tions of the Baltimore resolutions and the natural expecta-J 
tions of the party — so that, if they should falter or fail in th( 
hour of trial, we may have the fullest justification to denounc< 
the treachery and the injury. Hunter, Seddon, and Bedingei 
who have just been here, fully ijoncur in the propriety of thj 
course. 

In regard to the prospects of the Constitution press, it is 
hard to tell whether we shall be able to keep it going till the 
meeting of Congress or not. I have completely exhausted 
my pecuniary means to keep it up, and it has placed me in a 
very unpleasant situation. Unless our friends come to our 

1 Robert J. Walker, of Mfsdmlppl, Secretary of the Trcofniry. 

•Jacob Thompson. 

'Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 
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aid, in the only waj' which can be really useful — for money is 
the sinew of the press as well as of war — we raust in the end 
be crushed by the efforts of the administration, who ai*e using 
all the patronage and all the influence which they cnn com- 
mand, to give the Union, not only the public printing, but the 
control of everything. This is the object and the interest, 
both of M'. Polk and M^ Ritchie. For let me say emphatic- 
ally, that notwithstanding the disclaimers of M^ Ritchie, in 
his own peculiar way, JiP, JPolk "tmll be a candidate for re-dec- 
tioriy if hy any means lis can procure a reiiondnatlon, I have 
seen enough and heard enough to convince me of that. No 
one doubts it here. A communication in the Richmond 
Enquirer (from Selden the Ti*easurer I think — Ritchie's sense 
keeper, as the Indians have it) will convince anyone who may 
doubt If, then, our free trade friends will stand by and see 
us thrust aside by JVf. Polk, and the whole patronage of the 
legislative departments given to a press in which his own 
family is interested, why so be it. We must submit with the 
best gitice we can — though we should be satisfied with the 
printing of the Senate. 

You probably do not know the partners in the Union. 
Ritchie owns half, Heiss a fourth, J. Knox Walker the Presi- 
dent's nephew and private secretary a fourth, and Senator 
Cameron of Pennsylvania did hold the other fourth, but for 
some reason or other they made him sell out, and it now 
stands in the name of L. S. Coryell of Pennsylvania, who has 
from the first been a very active agent in the business; though 
he assures me that he really has no pecuniary interest in it. 

An idea prevails here, and I think it took its rise in the lati- 
tude of the Union office, that from your inteiTiew with M^ 
Ritchie when passing through Richmond on your way home, 
that you had such assurances of his friendly dispositions 
towards you, that you are really desirous that he should suc- 
ceed in his purposes hei'e. I do not even ask to know of you 
whether he made you any of his diplomatic promises; but, this 
I know, that the whole course of his iK)licy now, is against 
your intei^ests and the intei*ests and hopes of your friends. 
And furthermore, in a letter from him to his son-in-law Thomas 
Green, written soon after you had passed through Richmond, 
and which was shown to me for a different object, he there 
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took credit to himself, for having in no way committed him- 
Belf to you; and no little credit for his firmness in suppressing 
some manifestations of enthusiasm in your favor. His whole 
mind and energies are bent on uniting the interests of New 
York with the intei*est8 of the West. He goes for Davis of 
Indiana as Spe^iker of the House. The south and southwest, 
they seem to think, as Hunter remarked the other day, 
'* already bagged," and of course no further eflfort is necessary 
in that rcsi>cct. 

Thus I have, at greater length than I intended, jotted down 
just as they have occurred to me, various facts and circum- 
stances as they appear here. You will draw your own conclu- 
sions from them. If it would not be taxing you too much, I 
should be most happy to hear from you. You might afford 
me important suggestions for my government, in this, I must 
believe, very important crisis in our affairs. I need scarcely 
say, that whatever you may communi<*.ate, will be with me, 
under the seal of inviolable confidence. 

Most sincerely and truly, Y' ob. Sevt. 

W. A. Harris. 

Bancroft is the soundest and best man in the Cabinet. The 
general impression is that the cabinet must dissolve before 
long. M^ Buchanan told me himself, not long since, that he 
was sorry that he ever left the Senate. They have Cabinet 
meetings nearly every day. 

W. A. H. 



From J, M, Cammero, * c. c. 

Port Plato July W 1845 
Sir On addressing you these few lines not only 1 feel very 
happy by paying you this attention, as a proof of my grati- 
tude for all your kindness, but still I think to be an agreable 
comply cnce of duty on my part to inform you of the return 
of the U. S. Commissioner John Hogan Elsq". after having 
visited our towns, places and principal counties, and examined 
our organisation, our political and moral Situation, the means 

1 Dr. J. M. Cnmlncro vim dlplomfttic fi^cnt of tho new (white) DomtntcAn Repablio at 
Washington. (Sec Curtls's Life of James Buchanan, I, 670.) 
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we actually possess, those to be soon expected by encrease of 
commerce and agriculture, and our capacit}' of maintening 
our Independence. 

It will be of no use for roe to enter into any particulars 
about the prolixes investigations entei*ed to by said Commis- 
sioner in fulfilment of his mission; his report and the docu- 
ments he carryes shall speak more than what I could say to 
you; but allow me, Sir, to submit to your consideration some 
ideas, which, in my opinion, may strongly contribute to 
examine the question of recognition of the Dominican Repub- 
lic in a proper light, and to prompt the U. S. cabinet to give 
their decision with the Shortness of time that such a question 
requires, leaving the making of a Treaty for an Spead period 
of time, say for the month of October. 

I say First: That the two villages on the line of boundaries, 
Cdobas and TRncha^ which were occupied by the haytians 
troops, at the time of the landing of the U. S. Commissioner 
in the City of S^ Domingo, have been taken in the month of 
June last by the Dominicans after fighting, and compelling 
the haytians forces to enter their territoiy, and by these vic- 
tories the Dominican Republic is in full possession of her 
bounderies, and has augumented her forces on the line to 
secure the same. 

Second: That the general feelings and sympaties of the 
whole Dominican people are in favour of the Government and 
Citizens of the U. S. in preference to all forcing European 
Powers, for whom they entertain the gi'catost repugnancy, 
and dislike to be united, being roonarchial governments. 

Third: That with respect to Spain, the ancient holder of 
Hispaniola, by the civil dissensions, by the sectional partis, 
by the exhausted political and financial State under which 
that Nation has been and is still labouring, by her silence 
about the Dominican Republic since the declaration of her 
independance oh the night of 27"* february 1844. and by the 
recognition lately made by Spain of the Republic of Vene- 
zuela after being aware of the Dominican revolution, it is to 
be expected that She will be disposed to acknowledge the 
independance of Hispaniola obtained by the Dominicans, 
whose courageous determination has put end to haytian 
usurpations, from which event a real benefit shall arise in 
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favour of the tmnquillity of the Inlands of Porto Rico and 
Cuba, having nothing to fear from the Dominican Govern- 
ment, and injoying such good results without any expences 
on the part of Spain. 

Fourth: That in said Two Islands it exist great dispositions 
and desire to become Indepcndants, particularly in Porto 
Rico, where the best informed inhabitants are exalted and cry 
up against the system of Spain and the heavy taxes they are 
obliged to pay for the payment of European officers and army; 
and by the U. S. acknowledging the independance of the 
Dominican Republic They will haste their political change, 
l)cing by that assured That they will obtain the Same without 
any hesitation, and so all the Colonies will consider the U. S. 
as the only Nation to protect them. 

1 hope these ideas will meet your approbation and please to 
conimunicAte them to the Hon. Ex President John Tyler as 
you were the authors of M^ Hogan's mission to this country 
prepossessed of Those feelings that humanity and Cristendom 
commands in favour of opressed people. And although 
neither of you are now to decide on the question I avail 
myself to believe That j'ou both will contribute to bring the 
((ucstion of the Dominican Republic to a favourable conclusion, 
for which the Dominicans shall be gratefully indebted to the 
most high gratitude. 

Expecting the honour of hearing soon from you 

I remain Sir with respect and true affection your most ob^ 

Serv'. 

D**'. J. M. Caminrro. . 



Froin James //. Ilarrvmond} c. c. 

Silver Bluff 18 Aug 1846 
My Dear Sir. It always affords me so much satisfaction to 
concur with you in opinion and it is so unpleasant to differ, 
that in deference to your judgment I chalked out an article 
for the Mercurj^ after receiving your last letter and began to 
take quite an interest in it But when I came to fill it up I 
became so convinced that it would do far more harm than 



1 Seo Calhoun's letters of Auffimt 2 and 80, 1846, In Part I, siipra. 
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good that I desisted. If I could have written merely a com- 
plimcntary notice of D*^ Bascom['s] book it might have passed, 
and if there had been little or no point in it, would have been 
thought of no more. But everything from S** C* in relation 
to the Slave question attracts attention and must have some 
weight. To compliment D' Bascom for this book, without 
noticing its unsound and dangerous doctrines in atiwig tet^mH 
would have had a bad effect in more ways than one, and to 
notice it in such a manner would have been I think imprudent 
just now. Judging by the difficulty I had in reading his con- 
fused and long spun essay, which I did solely with a view to 
meet your wishes, I am pretty certain you have only looked 
at it here and there and cannot have seen many passages in it. 
Besides saying that the Bible does not sustain Slavery and 
that it is an evil, he declares that it is ^^on ail hands admitted 
to be an evil", that if any way of getting clear of it wtls 
pointed out and shown to be safe it ^' would find few opponents 
here", that to say the Southern methodists are in favour of 
Slavery is a ** libel and an outmge", that they have been doing 
and will continue to do all they can to get rid of it &c &c. 
Now if his book is noticed in South Ca: such sentiments as 
these must be peremptorily denied and strongly rebuked, or 
the whole body of sound methodists who are neither abolition- 
ists nor colonizationiata^ will have a damper thrown over them, 
and may be inclined to yield to the powerful influences at 
work to make Bascom a Bishop, to retain the very gross and 
offensive Chapter on Slavery in the Discipline book, to locate 
the Book concern as well as Missionary Treasury in Kentucky 
and in Short to give these pseudo friends of the Slaveholdei's 
an overwhelming domination over S** Methodism, which would 
soon become as dangerous to us as that of the North. I do 
not mean to say that so insignificant an article as I might 
write would materially aid in bringing about these results, 
but it would tend in that way and coming from S"" C might 
have far more influence than it might otherwise have. At 
this moment such an article in the Mercury would probably 
be caught up in Kentucky. There is growing up a powerful 
abolition excitement there. Cassius Clay — differing no way 
in principle from D' Bascom and Henry Clay and doubtless 
looking to them for support in an emergency and likely to 
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receive it, is making the most powerful appeal in his new paper 
"The True American" to the nonslaveholders of Kentucky, 
and preaching insurrection to both black and white. He 
could not be tolerated a moment, if Kentucky was sound or 
his friends less powerful. The people however are waking 
up. Abolition entered largely into the canvass between Davis 
and Marshall and will become a leading question in elections 
very soon. I hope and believe in a short time the Clays Bas- 
coms and all of that stump will be put down completely and 
Kentucky redeemed. It is not then a time for S® C* to give 
Bancom a wing. I think also that the time Southern Metho- 
dintd are displeased with his lleviow. . They praised it in 
advance, but have received it veiy coldly. There ar^ reasons 
for this besides his unsound views of Slavery. He has placed 
D** Capei*s rather in the light of an officious meddler in his 
early attempts in the General Conference to reunite the North 
and South, and has without necessity dwelt upon the fact that 
Bishop Andrew was elected by the North — ** imposed upon 
the South against her wishes". These flings show no good 
feeling and the D*" evidently aims to absorb for himself all the 
glory of the action of the South. Our Methodists see what 
this leads to and have their eyes on the consequences 1 have 
mentioned above. To elevate D*" Basconi would be at their 
expense. I think therefore every thing considered that a 
mere complimentary review of his work, slurring over his 
dangerous opinions would in every point of view be impolitic, ' 
as well as a dereliction of our own duty considering the posi- 
tion South Ca occupies. 

On the other hand to rebuke him severely is not perhaps 
called for now and would be equally impolitic. The Metho- 
dist controversy has by no means ended. The sepemtion of 
the Church is inevitable, but the great question remains whether " 
it will be a Division or a Secession, and that involves a very 
large amount of property. The share of the Southern Con- 
ference in the various Methodist funds is not short of $300,000. 
The North will undoubtedly endeavour to cheat them out of 
it. Their Editors and writers have already taken the ground 
that the South has Seceded. I have little doubt that a great 
Lawsuit will be carried on. Pending that and the whole con- 
troversy, it would be better to let the Southern Church get 
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on with what harmony it can and sow no seeds of dissension. 
I do not doubt, the Methodists would prefer to be allowed to 
manage the whole matter for themselves. Their S"". papers 
have carefully abstained from responding to or noticing any 
expressions of opinion by the politicians. You saw how. ready 
and anxious the North was to catch them in this trap by 
charging a correspondence between }'Ou and D*" Capers. 

On the whole I trust that you will believe that if I have not 
good reasons for declining to comply with your request, I 
have not done it without looking all around the matter with 
what circumspection and judgement I possess, and that ni}' 
convictions are sincere that it better not be done. 

The Northern papers are making a handle of the political 
portion of my Clarkson Letters,* In New Hampshire they 
are pushed directly at Woodbury and for effect a much more 
conspicuous position in the Democratic ranks has been assigned 
me than I ever occupied. I am not sure it would not be good 
policy to have me read out of them. I propose to have so 
little to do with politics hereafter — have always so disliked 
the nams of Democrat — ^and really have so little feeling in 
common with the great body of Democmts out of S"* Ca, that 
such a black balling would cost me very little. If it would 
do any body any good I would cheerfully submit to it. If I 
were in public life I would of course adhere as far as I could 
to the party whose principles and pui*poses were nearest my 
own. Being out of it — and probably forever, I dont see why 
I should belong to any party and should certainly be sorry to 
embarrass any in the least. Lewis Tappan and I are corre- 
sponding and have been for some time. I never thought of 
such a thing as a publication of the correspondence until he 
suggested it in his last I declined, but I fear that I may be 
served as Birney served Elmore.* To prevent it if possible I 
have taken the matter up in earnest and with a view to drive 
the notion out of his mind. There are many views of the 
matter not yet fully treated. Among them is to deprive the 
Abolitionists of the Clap-trap of the '^Golden Rule of Christ", 
^Hhe laws of nature and natural rights" and to make them 

^ Two Letters on Slavery in the United States, addressed to Thomas Clarkson, Kh(| , 
Charleston. 1M6. 

*8ee the Anti-Slavery Examiner, No. 8, Correspondence between the Hon. F. II. Klmore 
and James O. Birney, published by the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1838. 
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enure to our cause — to show that the ** Compact" between 
master and Slave is just and to the advantage of the Latter 
and to ti*ace ''Southern decay'* to other causes than Slavery 
which in fact is all that saves us. I don't want to publish any 
more on the subject however and shall not do it voluntarily. 
Very truly and sincerely yours 

J. H. Hammond 

P. S. To prove how sincerely 1 approve the Division of 
the M. Church and the course of the body of S^. nicthodists 
thus far, I will state, that soon after the Gen'. Conference 
broke up last year, I got the Circuit preachers to make a 
Station here, which I support entirely myself. They preach 
in my School House (and at my plantation also) but I am now 
completing a handsome Church for them which will cost me 
$1200. Nor will I fail to contribute my mite to make up 
any pecuniary losses that may accrue to them from this Seces- ' 
sion if it be so decided. In fact my advice will be not to sue, 
but give up the money if the North refuses to divide the 
funds, and to throw themselves on Southern generosity. 




From JR. B. Rhett. ^ ^ c. c. 



Sept. 18, 1845. 
My Dear Sir I passed through Washington on my way 
home; and took the occasion to see M'. Walker M^ Buchanan 
and the President on the subject of the Tariff. My purpose 
was to ascertain what the administration really proposed to 
do, and informed them casually of my object. The President 
was prepared with no details. He went for a reduction of the 
Tariff, but on no principles that I could understand, unless a 
mere reduction might be supposed to be a relinquishment of 
any reformation of principle in the existing Tariff. M'. 
Buchanan talked fairer. He said he was indifferent to the 
principle, believing that a revenue Tariff would afford all the 
protection required. But still I got from him no details, 
excepting that he thought the Tariff might be reduced to 26 
per Cent. To this however he distinctly declared that Gen'. 
M^'Kay's Bill of the last Congress ought to be the standard of 
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reduction and reformation. M^ Walker was more explicit. 
He went into details and all his details with one or two excep- 
tions, were precisely Gen'. M*E[ay's Bill. After hearing all, 
I am satisfied that that Rill substantially is all the administra- 
tion will propose, and that is all we will get, from the Demo- 
cmtic Party, if we get that. I do not think we will obtain 
however even that. 

Under these circumstances, connected with the course of 
the administration towards our Wing of the Party, it is nec- 
essary to determine before Codgress meets, what course we 
shall pursue. Shall we act out the conviction we expressed 
in the Presidential election, and take it for gmuted that the 
administmtion is about to be true to us? With this line of 
policy we ought to vote for M^ Ritchie as Printer, go into 
Caucus as to who shall be Speaker <&c. The Constitution 
must stop without the printing of the Senate; and we have no 
organ, in case the Government pix>ves false. Or shall we 
take the contrary course, take it for granted that the admin- 
isti-ation and the Democratic Party are about to be false to 
r\ us, refuse to go into Caucus on the Speakership &c., and run 
\ in the Senate for the Printing for the Constitution. The two 
j Carolina Senators and Colquitt and Liowis' are \iUegible\ it. 
^ For my psirt, 1 shalf not lie found again as at the opening of 
f the last Congress, attem{>ting what our friends have not cour- 
( age to execute. I must be sure of my game before I attempt 
it. You know my opinions of the Democratic Party. Cir- 
cumstances since Af. Polk's election has not at all altered 
them, on the contrary every movement at Washington I 
think has tended to prove my estimation tnie. M^ Iteverdy 
Johnson informed me in London that a Senator told him that 
*f Walker the Secy of the Treasury had boasted to him, that he 
was the real author of the Kane Letter;* and his questions 
sent on here, have occasioned great suiprise and dissatisfac- 
tion. I have no faith in them, in carrying out correct prin- 
ciples. All we can expect on this Tariff, is a modified Pro- 
tective Tariff Act. And if this proves to be true, what course 
then shall the Delegation pursue in Congress? Shall they 
support it and vote for it? or shall they act towards it, as the 

> Walter T. Colquitt, senator from Georgia; Dixon II. Lewis, of Alabama. 
* Polk's letter of June 19, 1844, to John K. Kane of Philadelphia, on the tariff. 
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S**. C Delegation did towards the Act of 1832 — vote against 
it, denounce it, and come [home?] to resist it? These are 
questions that we ought to be 4)repared to meet at the open- 
ing of Congress, for they must shape our line of policy at 
the beginning. 

Write to me at your earliest leisure and believe me Dear 
Sir 

Yours Truly R B Uiirtt 



From R. K CralU^ o. c. 

Blue Sulphur Springs Sept'. 23"* 1845 
My dear Sir: When I received your letter of the 7'"* of 
June I was just on the eve of starting to the Salt works in 
Kanawha, and had not time to acknowledge its receipt. In- 
deed I was unwilling to do so before I had seen our friends in 
person and ascertained their opinions on the views contained 
in it. I saw Judge MH>)mas and Thompson, (with some 
others) in the Western part of the State during my stay in 
Kanawha; and, fortunately, on my return to Lynchburg, six 
weeks since, met with Goodc who was then on his way to Rich- 
mond. We had a full convei'sation on all the topics suggested, 
and it was agreed that he should see our friends in Richmond, 
and after obtaining their views communicate with me here. A 
few days since he passed by this place, (having in the mean- 
time been westward as far ad Kentucky) and gave me a pretty 
full account of all he had been able to ascertain. 

There is much diversity of opinion in regard to the main 
question as well as to the time. Seddon and Scott, (and Goode 
after he had conversed with them) incline to the opinion it 
would be hazardous to venture a rupture with the old clique 
at this time; believing it better to wait the meeting of the 
Legislature in order more fully to ascertain the views and 
wishes of your friends generally. To move now, and more 
especially in opposition to the cherished system of the Party 
might, they think, give them the vantage ground, and place 
formidable weapons in their hands for future use. The course 

1 Richard K. Crnll^, originally a Journftltet, had been confldentlal clerk to Mr.Calhoan, 
during the period of the latter's service aa Sccreiary of State. Subsequently, he edited 
the Works of John C.Calhoun, In six volnmes, published in 1861. 
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they recommend is, (for the present) to wait the progress of 
events, — to mlly the Party during the next Legislature, and 
organize for the Spring Campaign in the State. To affect this 
it is proposed to start a State Rights man in every County 
cmnoecUy to test the strength of the Party, and bring out its 
full force. Goode thinks we can carry the State openly under 
the " Callumn Flag " — and tells me to say to you that he shall 
insist upon the open avowal of our determination to sustain it 
at all hazards. Seddon believes that you are gaining strength 
every day, and fears to hazard the prospects before us by any 
decisive movement at present; while he is fixed as steel to run 
our ticket at all events when the proper time arrives. On this 
point there is no hesitancy, no diversity of opinion whatever. 
MH^omas and Thompson are inclined to the views I expressed 
to you in my last, and are willing to go into the contest at once. 
Such also are the wishes of Judge Wilson, who openly declares 
he will support no other ticket, and I believe Talliaferro, 
though I have had no communication with him. I have remained 
here six weeks, and been able to sound the feelings of a large 
number, not only from the State but from abroad. On the 
whole I see nothing to discourage, — much to stimulate us. 
Your friends are firmer than I have yet known them to be; 
and the misemble conduct and weak fetches at reform of the 
Administi*ation have greatly tended to disgust the Country 
and turn the eyes of thinking men towards you. The Whig 
Party, too, is destined to add to our strength, partly from 
ultraism of its Leaders at the North, and partly from having 
lost its most cherished head. It must disband. The change 
of leaders always tends to division, and more especially when 
a favourite is to be supplanted. Clay has been on here no 
doubt for the pui*pose of rallying his friends and saving him- 
self froni being thrown over board. His confidence was 
strong when he went on to the White Sulphur; but he was, 
(as I was fully assured) misei*ably disappointed. Tired of 
fighting under a leader so often defeated, the managers of the 
Party had resolved to raise the banner of another. His travel- 
ling companion, Maj. Tilford, gave me to understand so much; 
and, indeed. Clay's fallen countenance and sad forebodings of 
the future, told, in very intelligible language, that his hopes 
were gone. He conversed with me in quite a friendly way, 
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and spoke kindly of you, as did also Maj. Tilford, who pub- 
licly declared, as I understand, that he went for you after 
M"". Clay. This /eeling will not be confined to him. Many 
disappointed in theit first choice, will follow in the same 
course. M^Liean, who is to be the Candidate, will be unable 
to i-ally the Part}'. I hear that Stevenson at the White Sul- 
phur, as well as two or three others of the old clique, have 
been speaking quite favourably of you. This, however, may 
be but hollow seeming. On the whole I think, without some 
untoward circumstance, we shall carry the State Rights Flag 
triumphantly in the State. The Tariff question, I fear, may 
l)e used to prejudice us. Souie such arrangement as that of 
M*^Lane's bill in 1832, may probably be resorted to more for 
the purpose of acting on your State than of settling the ques- 
tion. Walker will probably push it at you, in order to further 
the views of Dallas, or even Wright or himself. If they can 
drive S. Carolina into Nullification, they will give you, as they 
expect the coup de grace. Such I fear is the scheme. Entre 
nouB^ I am told that M**. Rhett declared at the Salt Sulphur 
that if the Tariff was not brought down to the Revenue stand- 
ard at once, the State would nullify, and that if you did not 
go to the full with them they would throw you over board. 
Such I was told by some gentleman here was the purport of 
his remarks. 

I am disposed, on a full view of the whole matter, to accede 
to the views of Seddon, and to wait the events of the next 
session; though not clear that the present time is the most 
unfavourable. We shall not lose, however, by the delay, as 
there will be time enough to organize after the Spring. All 
that I desired to guard against was the falling of our friends 
into the [word missing] snare. This I believe may not now 
be apprehended and en passcmty allow me to caution you 
against writing on the subject but in the most confidential 
way, and to friends not only true but discreet. Your letter to 
Elmore was forwai*ded to Seddon and Scott, and seen by both. 
Now Scott is as true and warm a friend as any in the Union, 
but he is not discreet. Ritchie, I am told, can vx?7*m anything 
out of him. For this reason 1 did not allow him to know the 
contents of your letter to me. Seddon is quite the reverse, 
and you can communicate with him freely. I suppose M'. 



/ 
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Elmore is not well acquainted with our friend S. This, of 
coui'se, is hettoeen U8. 

I shall leave this the day after tomorrow for Ijynchburg; 
having been detained by surveying a tract of land which I 
have purchased in the neighborhood, and will settle this 
winter. I am sorry to hear that Miss Cornelia was so little 
improved by her Physicians in Philadelphia, tho' I was by no 
means sanguine. To her and to M*^. Calhoun, Bettie joins me 
in offering the kindest regards, as well as to yourself. She is 
somewhat improved tho' still delicate. The next sunmier will 
be passed at our farm here; and she will flatter hei*self that 
she will have the company of yourself and family. I cimnot 
but unite with her in tho hope. 

With high regard and affection I am truly youi*8 

R. K. Crall£ 



Fratn Duff Oreen, c. c. 

Washington. Sep'. 24'^ 1845 

My dear Sir I am met at every corner with the enquiry 
of whether you will come to the senate. I do not know that 
my opinion will have any influence and I may be deemed 
impertinent but I venture to give you a few suggestions. 
• I believe that M' Polk really feels pledged to exert his influ- 
ence to reduce the tariff to the revenue standard, and to estab- 
lish the Subtreasury and that he intends to fulfil his pledges in 
good faith. But this is more than I can say for all those who 
are about him. 

I believe that Ritchie would sell the democratic party and 
Virginia too for the public printing and I have no doubt that 
he is laboring to get up a coalition with Benton for that pur- 
pose, and that Benton's object is to bring M^'Dower into the 
senate, when with Bagby, Allen, Faii*field, and Dix, and the 
chances for the senators from N Hampshire Indiana and Ten- 
nessee he will be disposed to set up for himself and by throw- 
ing himself between you and the administmtion assume the 
control of the Government. 

My belief is that if you come to the senate you will find 
the President sincerely your friend, and that the fact of your 
coming, especially if you are here at the commencement o* 
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the session, will enable your friends to control the elections 
in Virginia and to give the printing of the Senate to the Con- 
stitution and thp House to Ritchie, that the publication of 
M^'Kensic's book 'in which he gives the Confidential Corre- 
spondence of the Albany llegcncy will create a crisis that 
will induce the party to rally on you as the only means of 
saving the party, but to do this you must be here. 

I saw Hannegan of Indiana yesterday. He says that the 
West will be united and will demand funds for the improve- 
ments of their harboi^rs, rivers and the Cumberland road, and 
the graduation of the price of the public land, and that if the 
South will give these to the West the West will go with the 
South on the tariff. This is Benton's card. I write that you 
may understand it. 

M^^Kensic's book discloses a mass of corrupt intrigues the 
equal to which has not been 1)cforc disclosed in this countiy, 
and the contnist with your public life will endear you to the 
country. 

The foolish dcclanition in the '* Union" that the President 
wishes to use your friends to elect his end upon, will react on 
Ritchie and force him into an early declaration that he prefei*s 
you to all others, if you are here to control your friends. 

I have seen the correspondent of the Charleston Mercury 
and he has promised me that he will be on his guard and / 
always bear in mind that Benton's object is to throw himself^ 
between you and the administi*ation. I have been a looker on 
and gratified to sec this controversy, take a turn that will, as 
I hope, defeat the purposes which Benton has in View, and 
can see that if treated with judgment by the Mercury, it will 
prevent the mischief which the coalition with Benton would 
otherwise have done. The coalition with Benton is so infam- 
ous that Ritchie will be compelled to deny it in terms that will 
do Benton injury and the public mind being aroused will see 
and condemn any attempt to execute the purposes which 
I^nton had in View. 

Wo are anxious to hear from M" Calhoun, as the last 
accounts said she was verv ill. M*^ Green and Eliza wish to 
be affectionately remembered to M*^ Calhoun and Cornelia. 
Your sincere friend Durr Grren 



1 W. L. Mackenzie, The Lives and Opinions of B. F. BuUcr and Jemc Hoyt, Boston, 1846. 
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From H. W, Conner. o. c. 

Charleston Sept' 28—1845 
My Dear Sir 1 have just returned from New York where I 
have spent the last month 

The people there, without exception as to party are ex- 
tremely desirous of seeing and communicating with you per- 
sonally and it does seem to me that there are reasons more 
numerous and powerful at the present time to induce you to 
do so than at any former period and with all possible defer- 
ence to your better knowledge and experience I now venture 
to recommend your visiting the city of New York and Boston 
and stopping at Richmond in Virginia on your return you 
will understand my motive better when I state my reasons. 

There is at this time a complete breaking up and disorganiza- 
tion of old combinations and machinery of party. There is 
no principle of cohesion amongst them except the common 
love of plunder and so corrupt have the politicians of both 
pai*ties become that they dare not confide long enough in each 
other even to commit an act of party pillage The truth is 
both parties are tired of their own leaders and party practices 
and are ripe for a reorganization upon . better principles and 
upon better men — if they had them. Towards yourself there 
is a feeling of confidence both as regards your personal char- 
acter and political principles that surpasses that of all other 
men — and it is not confined to our party alone. It is common 
to both — in fact it is nearly universal, your putting yourself 
into easy and familiar personal intercourse with the people 
generally at this particular time would in my opinion lead to 
a reorganization of the democratic party in New York upon 
sounder principles and with more elevated views than has 
heretofore been the case, and which would result in maintain- 
ing and preserving the the ascendancy of the party, without 
which defeat would be the consequence, you would servo as 
a neuclus around which would rnlly the better and greater 
part of the democratic party — with a considerable body of 
the whig party — ^many of whom have been forced into the 
whig ranks from a dread of the disorganizing and levelling 
tendencies of some of the ultra doctrines of the ultras of the 
party. This is one reason requiring you, as I conceive, to 
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visit New York and it has for its object tlie general good of 
the Country and tlie party. 

In addition to ttiis I perceived I think a decided change 
coming over the minds of the people upon the subject of the 
Tarriff and abolition questions The free trade principles have 
evidently gained ground from the late movements in England 
as well as from a better undei*standing of the subject and the 
minds of very many — heretofore decidedly Tarriff — are a good 
deal unsettled latterly, particularly amongst the manufac- 
turers themselves — while as regards abolition, the opinion is 
becoming settled that the two races cannot exist together 
except in subjection, one to the other, and that it is philan- 
thropy misapplied to attempt to interfere with the subject of 
Slavery. The public mind to the North is in a condition now 
to be shaped and directed by your personal intercourse with 
the people there, in such a way I think as to ensure the modi- 
fication of the Tarriff and peace upon the subject of abolition, 
except from the Fanatics alone. The deep and abiding inter- 
est which the South has in these two questions furnishes abun- 
dant reason to recommend your visit to New York, for these 
objects alone. 

There is another reason — personal to yourself and on that 
account hold by you' as very secondary in comparison to the 
other public considerations — yet should surely not be without 
its weight. I allude to your position before the public in 
reference to the Next Presidency. It appears to me you are 
the only man upon whom all that portion of the party who 
look to the good of the Country can unite. If this be so it 
appears to me it is a duty you owe the people to give them an 
opportunity of seeing and knowing you personally. In New 
York the desire to see and hold communion with you is so 
great that your withholding yourself from them has been 
viewed almost with resentment. They begin to think you 
have no feelings or sympathy in common with the people — 
altho all your acts and speeches go to prove the contrary. 
The present condition of things in New York renders it pecu- 
liarly desirable that you should go amongst them — talk with 
them — hear them talk and explain yourself in your usual free 
happy way to them. The feeling already is strong and pow- • 
erf ul in your favour — particularly amongst the young democ- 
HiST 99 — VOL 11 67 • 
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ittcy but a personal intercoui*se with them would ripen the 
feeling into a confidence and enthusiasm that no selfish or 
designing combination of corrupt partizans could ever remove. 

I have spoken of the present time as favourable for the visit. 
I mean before the meeting of Congress — after that time cir- 
cumstances may have been changed and the occasion in a great 
measure lost. 

If you preferd to go by invitation the slightest intimation 
from any quarter that you could be induced to go would bring 
instantly the warmest kind of an invitation. My impression 
is that an informal visit is preferable. I should be glad to 
know your views. 

I sent you by fridays mail *'The life and correspondence of 
B F Butler and Jesse Hoy t late Collector of New York ". It 
is in fact the private history of the politics of N York for the 
last 10 or 20 years. It contains details of a system that you 
have known to be in operation amongst that class of politicians 
for many years 

with greatest respect yrs truly 

• II. W. Conner 



Fri/in John Tyhn\ o. c. 

Sherwood Forest Charles City County V* October 7. 1845 

My Dear Sir: Your esteemed favor of the 30. August in 
consequence from my absence from home did not reach me 
until last Saturday. I have I'ead D** Caminero's letter ' which 
is herewith returned, and fully concur with you in the policy 
of recognizing the independence of the Dominican Itepublic 
should M*" Hogan's report satisfactorily estahliHli the fact of 
its perfect ability to maintain itself against the Ilaytien gov\ 
and people. The experiment which the blai'-kn have made of 
governing themselves has resulted in bloodshed and anarchy, 
and the most fertile Island in the world is almost conveilcd 
into a waste. Apart from the considerations adverted to by 
D*" Caminero, this would constitute with me a sufficient reason 

for desiring to see the Dominican Republic free and inde- 

~- » - — — ^.— ^— I . . 

> liCtter of July 16, 1845. tuj^. 
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pendent. But My D' Sir I do not feel myself warranted as 
the Doctor would seem to desire, in urging upon M*" Polk the 
adoption of any particular policy. I must content myself 
with the reflection that ' we have through the labors of M' 
Hogan placed him in possession of all necessary information 
on the subject. To volunteer to him an opinion might be 
considered as going too far. The Settlement of the Texas 
question fills me, I declare to you, with a pleasure greater 
than I can express — not so much from the fact that the finish- 
ing hand was put to it by my administration, as from the 
consequences, incalculably great, which are to flow from it. 
Nor can I ever forget the important aid which you afforded 
me in all that related to it after your accession to my Cabinet. 
I called you from a retirement which it pained you to leave 
to assist me properly to adjust the important matters which 
then occupied me, and in the spirit of a true and lofty patri- 
otism you answered the call satisfactorily, and to say nothing 
of other matters the Country will long have cause to rejoice 
in the great measure which our conjoint labours assisted by 
those of able and patriotic associates enabled us to consummate. 
I never doubted the wisdom of the prompt decision in favour 
of the House-resolution. A mere feeling of courtesy to my 
successor could alone cause a moments hesitation and that was 
easily gotten over. The doubt arising from a new organiza- 
tion of the Cabinet and a knowledge of the extreme solicitude 
of the British gov*., plainly indicated the policy of leaving 
nothing undone that could be done. 

I left the gov*, with but one wish remaining unfulfilled, and 
that related to the Oregon Question. I wished you to termi- 
nate that negociation. I entered upon it with reluctance 
believing that under the convention of joint occupation we 
stood on the most favourable footing. Our population was 
already finding its way to the shores of the Pacific, and a few 
years would see an American Settlement on the Columbia 
sufficiently strong to defend itself and to protect the rights 
of the U. States to the territory. 

Aberdeen however cxpi'c^ed in some despatch a regret that 
that matter remained open, and the Treaty of Washington 
was assailed by Mr Benton and others upon that ground and 
finally a clamour was raised in relation to the Subject through- 



1060 AMERIOAK HISTOBIOAL ASSOCIATION. 

out the country, which was loudest in the west, and nothing 
denied to remain but that negotiation should be attempted. 
With Prudence and fortitude on the part of the administra- 
tion my hope is that it may result in An amicable termination — 
but it requires firmness to do what is right on the part of 
those in power. What their views may be concerning it, I 
have no means of ascertaining. With England a mere point 
of honor is involved which she will go to war upon if urged 
to that extremity, but peace with us is so important to her, 
that she will l)e ready to mtiko concessions in order to secure 
it. If however it be the intention of M** Polk to make no 
concessions, he should without delay demand of Mexico an 
explanation of her ultimate intentions, while he proci-astinates 
the negociation with Great Britain. But my hope is that wise 
councils will prevail, and that an actual collision with Great 
Britain will be avoided. 

I give my attention but little to public affairs and am devot- 
ing myself to the cultivation of my farm. The tui*moil 
through which I have passed sei*ves only the more to render 
acceptable my present repose. Should you ever pass near my 
residence it would give me the truest pleasure to receive you 
within my doors. 

M". Tyler desires to be remembered to Mi*s Calhoun to 
whom present my best respects, and for yourself accept sin- 
cere assurances of my regard. 

John Tyler. 



JProjn James Oadsdetu c. c. 

Charleston S C Octr 9- 45 
My Dear Sir 1 cannot sufficiently express my regret at 
any misconstruction I may have placed on your letter of the 
23 Sept. Your language was — "1 expect to be ,on a visit to 
my sons in Alabama at the time, and if I could with propriety, 
I would make it a point to attend." Now any scruples, which 
you may have had of going to such a convention^ as a Volun- 
teer, it seems to me are removed and with ^'^ great propriety^^ 
by the invitation sent direct by those who made the Call; and 

1 The railroad convention at Memphis in November. 
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by the particular request of this State that you should attend 
to represent her interest on the leading questions which will 
form the Subjects of action at Memphis. Your presence 
would be very important to your Native State, and to all 
those projects in which she has so deep a stake. We are on 
the eve of realizing all the fond hopes and expectations of 
1836: and this is not the time for our strong and leading men 
to falter. I have toiled: as much if not more so on these 
matters. I have very nearly sacrificed myself in the Cause, 
and to be left alone at the time I need most encouragement; 
and the strongest backers is cruel. I do not know of more 
than 6 or 8 of our Delegation that will go from this City. 
We made our appointments from the Class that we thought 
would attend and most of them are begging off. If I go it 
will be at great sacrifice and 1 certainly will not go if you, 
Elmore and King Back out. King is lukewarm cold — pre- 
tends he has not been invited &c and so it is. the laboring oar 
is to [be] left on the hands of one who has not the power to 
use it 

But I come now to the subject which sccuds to have given 
you some very false scruples on the matter. Whatever may 
be the designs of Friends of Reform and Free Trade Your 
Name is not at present before the American People, and as 
much as I appreciate the motives of those who abstain from 
seeking high Elevation, yet those who are the Exponents of 
the Great Political Truths we wish to propogate, and the 
llcfonn we desire to effect, must go and be heard by those on 
whom it is absolutely necessary to operate. So long as the 
People are not reached directly; so long as an intermediate 
power by Organizatuyn and false pretences can deceive these 
People, so long will we, the Advocates of Truth and /lOfiesty^ 
fail. The People nuist be reached directly. Caucus and 
Conventions, the packed juries of Van Burenism must be 
exposed and put down. I am not afraid of our Cause if the 
People can hear us. It is the Cause of equal rights, and of 
unrestricted American industry, and if we could only be 
heard, Van Burenism with all its selfishness, and duplicity 
would be swept into nought. But to do so — to have this 
triump[h] You as well as all who have been true to the Cause 
must put your Shoulder to the Wheel. The Time was never 
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more propitious for a happy Revolution — For the formation 
of new Parties — or imther the bringing back of Democracy to 
its simplicity and honesty. To free it from the snears into 
which it has been deluded by Conventions and to make it 
Stand erect as speaking the Jioneat and voice of the People — 
I have for years yielded to the views of my friends and have 
for years been cooperating with them: with the perfect con- 
viction of defeat. My letters to you have spoken unre- 
servedly my views. I know I am right 1 have not seen 
a tmie Democrat Noith, who has not [felt] what I have long 
preached: that there is no coalescing with the Northern 
Democracy. You must shake them off unless you are dis- 
posed again and again to be reached and to be placed in a false 
position. Now is the time to do it. Now is the time to meet 
our Western friends at Memphis — to set the ball in motion 
which must bring the Valley to the South: and make them 
feel as allies of the Great Commercial and Agricultui*al 
interests — instead of the Tax gathering and Monopolizing 
interests of the North. I shall expect to see You at Memphis. 
Your friend 

Gadsdkn 



From Franklin IL Elmore. o. c. 

Lemishire Springs Oct 10, 1845. 
My Dear Sir The last mail brings me a letter from Gov. 
Aikin appointing me one of the Delegtites for the State at T^arge 
to a Rail Road Clonvention at Memphis to assemble the 12^ 
nov. next. A letter from a friend also informs me that you 
are the other. I am not a little lejoiced at this movement in 
all its aspects except as to myself, for it is out of my power 
to go. My affaii*s here will engross me intirely until I am 
compelled to go to Charleston to prepare for the Session. It 
would be disastrous to me to leave them as they now ai*e. But 
you I most ardently hope can and will go. In all respects it 
will be most important that you do. You have been too much 
secluded from the people. They have an inexpressible anx- 
iety to see and know you and on such an occasion as this, 
where so much may be done to advance Southern interests, to 
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form and consolidate a right sentiment, to unite our Section 
upon the right policy and principles on which to place their 
destinies^ it would be a sad oversight I think to decline, if you 
can possibly go. The work in hand, is itself, aside f rqm these 
considerations, one of the greatest moment I think more of 
good would result to South Carolina from its accomplishment 
than from any ever yet projected. A Rail Road Communica- 
tion Imsed at Memphis in a slave region and extended direct 
to Charleston, passing through the most Martial portion of 
our people and who have, as at present situated, the least 
interest of all the South in Slavery, would render their rela- 
tions with us at Charleston and Memphis so intimate and 
advantageous, that their interests and ours would be indissol- 
ubly united. They would bo to us a source of strength power 
and safety and render the South invulnerable. The influence 
of free intercourse could not be otherwise than happy and use- 
ful. The value of the trade I do not believe could be now 
estimated, and it would make the stocks of our Rail Road like 
the Shares in the Bank of England, almost without price as 
the means of computing values in an entei*prize to whose 
gains every moment is adding. 

The call upon you from the public to go and attend to their 
welfare is one too which takes from the occasion all ground 
of imputation. It is a public duty and to be done at the 
instance and for the benefit of your State and the Country at 
large It is fitting that when a scheme of such grandeur and 
importance to the South is to be perfected and brought before 
the Country, that one who has served it.so long, so faithfully 
and so ably should participate in the mcSasure which, if guided 
aright, will be the most useful of any ever projected for us. . . . 
Very truly 

F. H. Elmoke 



From Henry Wheaton,^ o. o. 

Beriin, 24 Dec. 1845 
Mr DEAR Sir, As it has been stated in the newspapers that 
you would probably resume your seat in the Senate, I beg 

1 Henry Whenton (1785-1848), the distinguished Jurist and writer upon IntemRtlonal 
law, had represented the United States in Denmark and PruMia since 1827. 
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leave to call your attention to a subject in which the public 
interests, as well as what is due to youi*self and me as public 
servants, are deeply concerned. I have always considered 
that great injustice was done me in taking off the injunction 
of secrecy from the proceedings of the Senate, so far as 
respected the Report of the Committee of Foreign Affairs 
upon the ZoUverein treaty, whilst the mjunction was continued 
as to my Despatches of the 10 and 25 March, 1844, accompa- 
nying the Treaty, and which would have anticipated and met, 
with more or less conclusiveness, the arguments urged by the 
Committee. against the ratification. So long as there wei*e 
any reasons connected with the public good for withl^olding 
the documents from the People, I should have been perfectly 
willing to have submitted to any pei*sonal inconvenience that 
might have followed. But now that the ZoUverein States 
have declared that they are not willing to wait any longer the 
deliberations of the Senate upon the Treaty, I see no possible 
inconvenience in publishing the correspondence relating to it. 
I have therefore to request that you will have the goodness to 
call for it in the Senate, and have it printed and published. 

In order to have a complete view of the subject, it is nec- 
essary to go back to the origin of the negotiation in the Con- 
fei*ences at Stuttgard in 1842, the Despatches relating to 
which, you will perceive are intimately connected with our 
Tanff question. I have therefore prepared the enclosed 
list of the Papers which I conceive to be indispensibly neces- 
sary — not extracts merely, but the entire despatches with all 
their Enclosures, I have not omitted even my Despatch of the 
25 March, 1844, although it has already been communicated 
confidentially to the Senate; as it ought to be printed in con- 
nection with the other Documents especially as I presume few 
copies will be found of the fonner impression. I have care- 
fully read over all the Papers, and am answer for it that 
there is nothing in them, the publication of which can preju- 
dice the public interests. The unanswemble argument con- 
tained in your Despatch of the 28 June 1844 will amply supply 
any defects in the views I have taken by anticipation of the 
constitutional difficulty raised by the Committee of the Senate. 
The ZoUverein States are not disposed, at present, to revive 
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the negotiation on the basis of the former Treaty, as they 
expect to obtain, in the revision of our Tariff by Congress, 
reductions in favour of their manufactures, without conceding 
any equivalent reductions in favour of our agricultural staples; 
and should this be the result of the deliberations of Congress, 
it will be seen that a golden opportunity has been lost, in not 
obtaining such equivalents for reduction, which we shall have 
been compelled to make gratuitously in order to get rid of an 
cxagerrated Tariff. 

We have not yet received the President's message at the 
opening of Congress, but I shall look with intense interest 
for the result of your deliberations, on the present state of 
our relations with G. Britain, respecting which I have no 
other information than what is cx)ntained in the newspapers. 
But so far as I am able to judge from the means of infonna- 
tion which are equally open to the whole world, I still continue 
to think that ^Hhe wise and masterly delay'' referred to in 
your Speech on the Ashburton treaty, continues still to be 
our true policy in respect to the Oregon question. But as I 
do not know how far the position of that question may have 
been changed by what has passed between the two Govern- 
ments during the negotiations of the two last years, this 
opinion is, of course, subject to such qualifications as may 
result from the Paper, which will doubtless be communicated 
to Congress. 

I am, my dear Sir, ever truly your obliged friend 

H Whbaton 



Fiwi Fernando Wood} o. o. 

Now York Dec' 20 1845 
Deau Sir Enclosed I send a slip from the Journal of Com- 
merce of this city. The two articles marked contain the sen- 
timents of a very large majority of our business men. We 
feel much alarmed by the illtimed and imprudent course of 

1 Fernando Wood (1812-1881) had lately represented New York in Congress 1841-1848. 
Bubflcqnently ho Mran feveral times mayor of New York and representative In Congress. 
He was preeminently distinguished as a political manipulator. 
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Cass and Allen/ Wq can see no necessity for forcing the 
country into a position from which there is no retreat and 
which makes war inevitable. We say do us justice on the 
Tariff question and Englands ministry cannot be sustained h}^ 
her people in hostilities on account of Oregon. Her people 
will think that the interests of the Hudson Hay Company are 
not paramount to those of her stai*ying populace. 

I need not add, all eyes are turned on you! Twenty times 
a day I am asked ^^ What course will the great Calhoun take 
on the Oregon question ? " 

Politicians of all parties look for your sagmuty — experience 
and far seeing wisdom to stand between the great interests of 
the country, and the Hotspurs who in a spirit of demagogism 
would destroy us as they have themselves. 

We know that even popular sentiment cannot drive you 
from a position which in your heart you deem to be correct — 
and we also know that in your estimation the loud declamation 
of adventurers is not to be heeded when the calm, silent 
opinions of the industrious and producing classes is antago- 
nistic to them. 

My dear Sir as a friend allow me to recommend that in 
your course on this great and at present excitable question 
that you let the impetuous patriots who are ))iddiiig for the 
war party have "their say" for be assured "they have their 
dav" now/ 



[odei*ation — silence and caution on your part will in a few 
months, when peaceful relations are restored and public sen- 
timent sees its present folly; place you on higher ground than 
any living man can attain in this country. Excuse me when 
f I add that J. C. Calhoun needs but to stand still and as sure as 
I jrthe day comes, so sure will '49 see him where his deserts long 
|i since should have placed him — viz the chief magistrate of the 
I Confederacy. Your course in 1812 established fully your 
reputation as an advocate for war, when good cause called for 
it. No man can or does doubt your patriotism. It ucikIs 
therefore no endorsement, or reitteration. 

The great speech on this Oregon question in which "mas- 
terly inactivity" was recommended lives in our hearts and is 
our position. 

1 RespoctinflT notice to Kngltiiul on Orugon. 
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Hoping you will excuse the liberty which an old and sin- 
cere friend thu9 takes, and believing it a duty to express my 
views freely and frankly on this important subject I remain 

As ever Truly Yours &c 

Fernando Wood 



From Jod R. Poinsett. c. c. 

White House Peedee Georgetown S^ C* Dec 27" 1845 
My dear Sir As it appears to me, that in the present 
aspect of our affairs with Great Britain, the only alternatives 
that remain arc to maintain our rights by arms or to submit 
them to the decision of some friendly power; and perceiving 
that the latter is repudiated b}*^ our friends on tJ^e ground 
that the monarchs of Europe are prejudiced against us and 
will not deal fairly with us I have thought it might be in the 
interest of peace to intimate my belief, that the court of 
Kussia might be safely trusted with the settlement of -this 
question. The Emperor Alexander frequently spoke to me 
on this subject. He advocated our claim to the 54^ and pro- 
posed to enter into a treaty of mutual guarantee of the pos- 
sessions of Russia and the United States to that limit. These 
proposals I submitted to M' Madison and M" Munroe but our 
possessions on the north west coast did not excite much inter- 
est at that period. It is true they were made prior to the 
treaties concluded with Russia by the United States and 
Great.Britain which secured those possessions to the former; 
but the policy of that power is unvarying and no doubt the 
views entertained by that government at that time are 
recorded in their college of foreign affairs and would goveni 
its' decision. 

I have the honor to remain very respectfully 

Your ob* Serv* 

J. R. Poinsett 



From Stephen Smith,^ o. c. 

Bodega, Upper California Dec'. 30*** 1846. 
Dear Sir, In Compliance with my promise I embrace this 
opportunity to lay before you in brief the results of the few 

1 See Bancroft's History of California, VI, 20. 
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observations which I have been able to umke since my return 
here, respecting the natural resources and elements of pros- 
perity of this Country. After all my detention and troubles 
in Mexico I arrived here on the 7"* of August and found all 
things in my lllstablishincnt to my perfect satisfaction; and 
after iiiaking such armngcmcnts as were necestiry at this 
place, I proceeded to the Pueblo de los Angeles for the pur- 
pose of instituting an examination respecting the richness of 
the Gold Placer existing near that place. This examination 
occupied me something more than two months, and resulted 
in showing the Gold washing not to lie so good and profitable 
as I anticipated. There is gold dust to be found over a large 
tract of country in the vicinity of the Angeles, and also as I 
^ am informed, in many other parts of the Coast; and in some 
spots of small extent, it has been found very rich; so that 
some of the operatives made great wages for a short time in 
washing and faning out the gold dust, and the statements of 
these few have made a great noise in the Country; while 
many others have worked equally hard for months together 
and found nothing; or, in some cases, barely made a living. 
There can be no doubt however, that there is a immense quan- 
tity of gold and other rich metals in the country; for, in search- 
ing after some spots that might be rich enough in gold to pay 
well for loashinff; I have found various silver, gold and cop- 
per minea^ which appear to be very richy and are so situated 
as to be easily worked. As I have no means of essaying them 
here, I have sent samples of the ores to the City of Mexico to 
ascertain their value, and am now waiting the results. I have 
found in seveml places an abundant supply of rich iron Ore, 
which, so far as I can judge appears to contain a large per:- 
Centage of silver, and some of the veins are near the Sea 
Shore. 1 have also discovered a rich antimonial ore, which 
probably also contains plenty of silver; and the best indica- 
tions of extensive bituuiinous coal mines oxist hero in all direc- 
tions. Lead and quicksilver also, undoubtedly exist in the 
Country in abundance. They have alriMidy commenced work- 
ing a rich copper mine within a mile of a good ship harl)or on 
this Coast, and I have no doubt that many others could be 
found in that vicinity. We only want the Flag of the U. S. 
and a good lot of Yankees, and you would soon see the im- 
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niensc natural riches of the Country developed and her com- 
merce in a flourishing condition. To see that Flag planted 
here would be most Acceptable to the Sons of Uncle Sam, and 
by no means repugnant to the native population. This, like 
the general government of Mexico is very unstable and the 
property of foreignora c-annot l)y any means be considered 
securo. We hope and trust that on this Account as also to 
protect the trade and the interests of our Citizens residing 
here with their property, at least one American Ship of War 
will be kept Cruising on the Coast. 

The soil of the Coast is rich and fertile, and with this Cli- 
mate of almost perpetual summer, it affords imtnenae advan- 
tages for grazing and agriculture. The Cultivation of the 
grape is fast increasing and the this years crop is uncommonly 
fine. The licor and wine manufactured from the grape grown 
here will Soon Compete in quality with the best European, and 
may become an Article of export. A few have Commenced 
the Cotton planting, which has been found to yield uncom- 
monlj'^ well. 

From the Accounts from Mexico we have been expecting a 
war between the U. S. and that republic, but from So long 
delay, we now begin to think it will blow over with a paper 
war. 

Since my return to this Country my Steam Mills have gone 
on well and are now in full operation. The emigrants who 
left the U. S. last Spring have arrived on this frontier to the 
number, as is reported of nearly one thousand. 

For the best of reasons, as we are here within the power of 
the Mexican Government, you will please to Consider this 
letter Strictly private and Confidential. 

I have Dear Sir the distinguished honor to remain 
Yours most truly and respectfully. 

Stephen Smith. 



Eroin Ileiirxj IV/ieatofi. c. c. 

Berlin, 26 Jan. 1846 

My dear Sir, I had the pleasure to write you on the 24 
Dec. suggesting the expediency of your calling for the cor- 
respondence respecting the 2^11verein treaty in order that it 
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may be publiahed^ and justice may be done us respecting the 
motives and grounds on which that negotiation proceeded. 

I have seen with tlie greatest satisfaction the manly stand 
taken by you in the Senate in favour of an honorable arrange- 
ment of our disputes with G Britain respecting the Oregon 
territory. If we escape as I trust we shall, the calamities 
of an unnecessary war, the most enlightened and virtuous por- 
tion of your countrymen will certainly attribute it mainly 
to your patriotic exertions. No official station to which you 
could be raised by the suffrages of your fellow citizens would 
give you a higher place in their affections, or enable you to 
render a greater service to the Country. 

I think it due to the friendship with which you have so long 
honored me to state conjiderdiaUy that having received some 
time since an intimation from M" Buchanan that the President 
had determined to send a new Minister to Berlin in the courae 
of the present Session of the Senate', which determination was 
communicated to me in such a way as left me no other alter- 
native but to ask for my recall, I have accordingly done so, 
^and expect to receive it in the month of April. I caimot 
help thinking that if I had been supported in the proped* qxiar- 
ter^ the President would not have taken this step. But whether 
it is now too late for him to retrace it, T do not know; or 
whether he. would be disposed to do so, if he knew that I was 
a friend of yours. But I thought it right to let you know that 
although I have nothing to complain of as to the manner in 
which this measure was adopted and intimated to me, yet it 
will be attended with very great personal inconvenience, with- 
[out] any adequate correspondent advantage, that I can perceive, 
to the public or th6 party. M*" Buchanan states to me that it 
has been taken in purauanceof a supposed rule limiting all for- 
eign missions to the term of four years. The best proof tliat 
wo such rule exists, or at least that cases of peculiar aptitude 
for the diplomatic service have been considered as excep- 
tions to it, will be found in the fact of my having been em- 
ployed in this mission more than twice that length of time, 
during which it is admitted that I have performed my duties 
^^ with distinguished zeal and ability" to make use of M" B's 
own words. But what I have to complain of is, that I had 
not sooner been informed that it was meant to apply this 
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asserted rule to my case. Had this been done, as it .might 
have been immediately on the formation of the present 
Administration I should have received the appointment of 
Professor of Law in the University of Cambridge vacant by 
the death of Judge Story. But as my friends could not learn 
on enquiry at Washington that there was any intention of 
recalling me, they were not able to answer for my accepting 
the vacant chair at Cambridge, and as there was a necessity 
for filling it almost immediately it was impossible to wait 
until my determination could be known. 

Under these circumstances I should be very glad to learn 
whether the Frcsidon t may not perhaps still be disposed to avail 
the public of my diplomatic services in some other mission. 
I understand that both the missions to Paris and London will 
be vacated in the course of the present year, in which case an 
opportunity would be afforded for that purpose. I write to 
no other person but you on the subject, because I know that 
it is only through your powerful interposition that I can hope 
still to continue in my present line of employment. 

Apologizing for troubling you so often on my personal con- 
cerns, I remain ever, my dear Sir, truly your obliged friend^ 

H. Whbaton 



From Henry Wheaton, c. c. 

London, Feb. 10, 1846 

Drau Siu, When I last wrote you I did not expect to have 
an occasion to address you from here. But haveing no business 
on hand, I left Berlin a few days since to make a visit to my 
family at Paris, intending to return to my post veiy soon, 
there to await the arrival of my successor who is expected in 
the latter part of April. 

Since 1 have been here I have availed myself of frequent 
opportunities of intercourse with leading personages, of all 
parties and in various positions, to ascertain the prevailing 
impressions with regard to our differences with this Country, 
and I have been very happy to find even a more conciliatory 
and pacific spirit prevailing than 1 expected to perceive. I 
believe the subject is beginning to be understood^in all its 
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bearings, and that neither the Govt nor the People are dis- 
Jposed to push matters to extremities unless it should be made 
(necessary by some provocation on our part, and I^o not 
(believe that the passage of a joint resolutiqn..authori2;ing the 
President to notify the^e^rptfStioiToJ the Oregon Convention 
wnnlH Tifi ^/^nsideredr-as^.4Ljn^ ure o f hostility. Indeed it 
t" appears to be very important to the success of the negotiation 
J^that we should not appear to be a divided Nation, and in my 
I conversations 1 have always let it be distinctly understood 
that we shalIii//-standiipQn^the parallel of 49 as the boundary 
most just, equitable, and convenient for IKe partition of -the 
countiy, — without admitting to them the possibility even of 
some modification of this basis of adjustment although some 
such appears to be desired here. Still it is univei*sally 
regretted that M' P — m * should have so peremptorily rejected 
that proposition, and the difficulty now seems to be how to 
correct this error. Our rejection of their countor-proposition 
for a reference will not, I fear, help us in public opinion here, 
but it will do no harm if the two Governments will set about 
in earnest to treat the question as one of boundary to be set- 
tled between them, so as to divide the territory fairly with a 
' view to all the circumstances of forts, navigation, &c and to 
the maintainance of peace on the frontier thus established. 

Much mischief has been produced hero by the intempei*ate 
(language used in Congress respecting this Country, which 
^even our fi*iends do not consider as wari*anted by the occasion. 
I believe the Govt may be induced to yield the 49th pamllel, 
as the basis of boundary with some modifications, but I think 
they will require the temporary navigation of the Columbia 
river. The interests existing north of the river arc not con- 
sidered here as important, but it is deemed a point of honour 
to maintain them, and that the navigation of the river for a 
term of years is necessary for that puiposc until the fur trnde 
ceases to exist. In short this is one of the modifications of 
the President's propositions which I think would be desirable 
in order to render the concession more palatable to the Nation. 
I repeat that there is a sincere desire for peace with us, and no 
exagerrated notion of the value of the Country to them; but 

1 Pakcnhnm. 
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a strong determination not to yield to threats, and a strong 
feeling of their tremendous power of annoying us. Indeed 
they would also be a united nation, if war should be the result 
of a rejection on our part of what the civilized world would 
consider as fair terms of compromise. The great movement 
which is going on here in favour of the principles of free 
trade, it is hoped will have a favorable effect in encouraging 
a pacific feeling with us. It opens the prospect of our being 
hereafter more useful to each other than we have ever yet 
been, and I hope will induce both Nations to reflect how much 
more good they can do each other in peace, than they can 
inflict of evil in war — if indeed there were any comparison in 
the choice of these so far as the true interest of nations are 
concerned. I have great pleasure in assuring you that your 
efforts as a mediator are duly appreciated here whilst it is well 
known that you are the last man who would yield anything in 
which the rights and honour of our Country were concerned. 
It is not dou}>ted that Sir R. Peel's propositions will be 
can*icd in the Commons by such a majority as will render 
their rejection by the Lords utterly impossible. 
Truly yours, 

H. W. 



From Duff Green. o. c. 

Trenton. 22"*. feby. 1846 
Mr DEAR Sir Excuse me for making a few suggestions on 
points personal to yourself and which it is important for you 
to treat of in the debate on the resolutions for notice. 

The partisans of Clay and Cass are laboring to Creat an 
impression that you are sectional — not national; and that your 
support of the annexation of Texas is inconsistent with your 
present Course as to Oregon and attribute it to a desire to 
keep up a "balance of power" between the slave holding and 
non slaveholding states. 

It is important to show that the idea of such a balance of 
power is preposterous, that the slave holding states are now j j/ 
and ever must be in a minority, that the South stands on the 
defensive and that the attacks come from both parties at the 
HIST 99 — VOL II 68 
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north, who, knowing that tho south are and ever must be in a 
minority agitate the question because the tendency of that 
agitation is to create a sectional northern party organised on 
the basis of placing the Government in the hands of northern 
men. 

Your course in relation to Oregon is the same now as it has 
been heretofore. It is the only coui*se that can secure to us 
the whole of Oregon. 

You were then for immediate annexation of Texas because 
that was the only coui*se to obtain the whole or any part of 
Texas and because tho acquisition of Texas was an important 
step in securing our rights in Oregon. 

You are now for "masterly inactivity" in relation to Ore- 
gon, because that is the only means of obtaining the whole of 
Oregon, and in this connection I would meet and denounce 
in the most solemn and decided manner the imputation that 
you have been influenced by any jealousy of the growth or 
political preponderance of the north as such.. 

So far from restricting the territory out of which free 
states are to be made your policy would enlarge that Terri- 
tory. This is now the most important part of /the whole 
subject. 

If notice is given now that notice will find tho English in 
undisputed possession of all the country north of tho Colum- 
bia. How are they to be dispossessed H By force? If so it 
is war. By nogociation? If so will notice strengthen our 
claim or place the question in a shape more favomble to us? 
It cannot be denied that so far the nogociation and tho dis- 
cussion have been so conducted on the part of England as to 
throw upon us the Onus in case of war, and at the same time 
to place England in a position that she cannot well l>e the first 
to resort to hostile measures. 

If we give notice England will take measures to prevent 
settlement north of the Columbia and thus limit our posses- 
sion to tho south, whereas if wo do not give tho notice wo vaxw 
take measures to Colonise as far north as 54^^ if we desire 
it, and in a few years possess the whole country without giv- 
ing cause for war. 

If we give notice we must abandon all north of 49^, if not 
^11 north of the Columbia unless we enforce our claim by 
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War. Whereas without notice we can acquire the whole y^ 
country up to 54**. \J 

This aspect of the question enables you to meet the impu-i / 
tation of ''punic faith" which much as you may despise the\ 
charge is now the hope of your political enemies. Silence*^ 
that Charge for Charge it is, and you obtain a triumph for j 
yourself and for the country which will have a permanent I / 
influence for good. You have never occupied a more enviable 
position. The eyes of the world are upon you, the hopes of 
the Country rest on you. Millions are prepared to speak 
your praise — meet this slander and you give an argument to 
the friends of the Constitution every where that will for a 
long time silence or overwhelm the Abolition movement — for 
this Charge is but the political aspect which that question has 
assumed and should be so treated. 

Again the slave holding influence cannot be increased by 
bringing in new slaveholding states — that influence depends 
upon the numerical increase of the slaves themselves and not 
upon the acquisition of new territory. 

Again, If there were but 9 instead of 14 slave holding states 
the Jealousy of the majorit}' would Cease. Now political agi- 
tators assert that the[re] is a minority holding equal political 
influence and they make war on a system which gives an 
equality of power to a minority — ^get rid of this idea of a 
"balance of power" by showing that no such balance exists 
and you take from these agitators the foundation on which 
their agitation rests. 

Not having mingled with the masses as I have done you 
cannot understand or appreciate the effect which the studied 
misrepresentation of your views and position in relation to 
this subject has on the public opinion of the North. 

At this moment the great body of the people sympathise 
with you on the Oregon question and the most important 
results will follow the proper use of the present occasion, for 
your speech will find its way into every news paper and be 
read by almost every man in the country capable of reading 
it. What is more to the point they will be in a state of mind 
to be favombly impressed by what you say. All that has 
been said by others prepares the way for you to take this 
view of the subject and upon your doing so, in my opinion 
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very much depends your standing and influence with the 
country. 

I would call your attention to the remarks of the London 
Times which you will find in the Herald of the 21** (yester- 
day), in which they say that war with the United States will 
be popular in England, and there is much force and truth in 
the statement of the reasons for it. 

It is said that the notice' will not be considered by England 
as a cause of war or offence. It is even said that England is 
willing that the notice should be given. 

The notice if given strengthens the position of England. It 
leaves her in possession of all north of the Columbia and com- 
pels us to become the aggressor. If we do become the aggres- 
sor, after what has tmnspired in Parliament and the offer of 
arbitration, we will be divided and England united. The con- 
sequence will be that we must lose the Country north of the 
Columbia. 

Excuse these suggestions. They may have no merit but it 
is the part of friendship to make them. 

yours truly Duff Green 



Fraia Louis McLane.^ c. c. 

London 3 March 1846 
My dear Sir, Although I am too enfeebled from a severe 
illness to go into much detail, I continue my correspondence in 
the same confidence as heretofore. 

I am afraid the state of the Oregon question is more criti- 

L cal. It is unfortunate I think that so much opposition should 

L^have been made to the notice recommended by the President, 

r or that [a] move should have been attempted now while au thoriz- 

^ ing the notice, to recommend an adjustment \\\>o\\ an honorable 

basis. If th^r-notitue as recomliicii3eTHiad^bceii_ promptly 

auth orized^ it could have do ne no harm. The manner in which 

it^as been treated on both sides in Congress only could make 

1 of termination of the agreement with Great Britain respecting the Joint occupation 
of Oregon. 

s Louis McLane, of Maryland (1786-1857), who had been Secretary of the Treasury and 
of State under Jackson, was (for the second time) minister to Great Britain from June, 
1845, to August, 1846. 
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its effect doubtfuL Hei'e it would not have been regarded as 
a hostile measure; and while at home it would have deprived 
those who appear to be bent on an ultra course of much ali- 
ment they will now have to get up an excitement in and out of 
Congress, it would have enabled our Government to have pre- 
sented united Councils and an undivided front abroad. A 
year would remain, after notice, for negotiation, and even a 
longer period might be calculated upon; since if, at the end of 
the year, negotiations should be ponding, unless one Govern- 
ment should commit some violent or offensive act, we would 
have been inno worse situation than in 1818. I think there 
is reason to apprehend that divided councils at home if they 
do not encourage more extravagant demands from this gov-, 
ornment will at least encourage delay, and lead to a waste of 
time which must bo ultimately fatal. I yet hope that these 
consequences may 1x5 avoided. 

I am afraid too that this Government has been encouraged 
by advices from the U. S. to believe that although the Presi- 
dent has twice rejected proposals to arbitrate, y'et, rather than 
lead to war, that mode of settlement will be ultimately adopted 
by our Government, in sonie fonn or other. The immediate 
effect of all this has been to suspend, for the present, any fur- 
ther proposition of compromise; and believing as I do that 
arbitration under any circumstances is utterly hopeless, I 
deepl}' lament that attempts should have been made to mislead 
this Gov. upon so vital a point. 

1 am sure that there is the best' ground to apprehend now, 
that this Government will not be brought to propose or assentl / 
to a better partition than by a line on the i9*^ parallel to thq^ 
strait of Fuca, thence down the middle of the Stitiit to th 
Pacific, with the right of her navigation of the Columbia, an 
some protection of the present agricultural settlements of 
British subjects north of the Columbia and south of the 49*"* 
parallel. It is probable that the navigation of the Columbia 
for 10 or 15 years might be acceptable, and 1 am quite sure 
that if it turn out that the river is not navigable at the inter 
section of the 49^ parallel, the right of using it for any period 
would not be insisted upon. 

If the article in the Times of the 3"". Jan. (which I sent you) 
ever meant anything, there is certainly at present no intention 
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to renew or assent to Mr. Gallatin's proposition of 1826-7, and 
.1 have reason to know that this Government will, under no 
circumstances consent to negotiate for the free navigation of 
the St. Lawrence in connection with the Columbia. I have 
/apprehensions that the President is absolutely committed in 

if his message against the concession of the navigation of the 
wl Columbia; and if so and he extends his commitment to exclude 

I the privilege even for a few yeai*s, the case may be regarded 

' as well nigh hopeless. . 

I am ardently desirous of peace, if it can bo.honombly pre- 
served, and am not unwilling to make the concessions indicated* 
in my former letters; but it Is not to l)e disputed that our cause 
has been weakened abroad by our divisions at home, by the 
public writers, especially in the North American Review and 
some of the newspapers, and by private letter writers depre- 

^ I ciating and attemptifig to i*ef ute our claims, and holding out 

A encouitigements to believe that the Executive will be deserted, 
^j and what is called the War Party will ultimately find no coun- 

' tenance. 

If there be a determination not to authorize the notice ac- 
cording to the President's recommendation, would it not be 
advisable to declare immediately that the Senate woiild not 
advise arbitration; and that unless within a year, or a brief 
period, partition upon a reasonable basis (defining it) should be 
agreed to, then notice should be given ? 

It is only to be expected that as long as there is a hope heix) 
(and I assure you disencoumged from very respectable quar- 
tei*s) that arbitration will be ultimately assented to, or that 
there will be a division between the Executive and a majority 
:>t the Senate, there will be no i*eal desire to do any thing, 
(nd it may encoumge demands which it is impossible we 

^ ;ould agree to. I offer these suggestions to your own reflec- 
tion; being very sure however, that having made up our 
minds for the sake of preserving peace to assent to a reason- 
able basis of partition, we will be most apt to effect even that 
by union and spirit. If ground be afforded to calculate upon 
our divisions we shall not only lose what we ought justly to 
have, but instead of preserving peace we will too surely lead 
to war, 
I send you some newspapers containing Sir Robert PeePs 
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last peace speech; and you will see how the journal' views the 
triumph which, upon the recent division of the house, has 
crowned his exertions. The success of the Measure in the 
Lords was very confidently anticipated, without a dissolution. 
There are to be sure many speculations as to the continuance 
of ^' a Ministiy without a party '' after it is all over; and many 
think the day is not distant when by a union between the 
** Protectionists" and the Whigs now supporting the present 
measure, it will be overthrown. I do not fully concur in this 
anticipation. Sir R. Peel is a statesman of too much ability 
and has too broad a foundation in public confidence to be 
easily overthrown. He has honors, the cordial support of the 
Crown, and will ever increase his strength by the advance of 
the popular principle. He may be temporarily embarrassed, 
but his ultimate triumph, like that of ''free trade" I regai*d as 
certain. I am afraid I have already wearied you, especially 
as I am compelled by the condition of my health to write so 
carelessly, and in so desultory a manner. 

I bring Tny letter to a close, thei*efore, with the assurance 
of my sincere esteem and regard. 

Louis M^'Lane. 



From Ahbott Lawrence.^ o. o. 

Mar. 30, 1846. 
My Dear Sir; I have two special friends who leave us this 
afternoon for Washington where they intend to pass a few 
days — M''. William H. Prescott the historian and M'. Charles 
Sumner of the legal profession. These gentlemen are both 
well known in the literary world, and as such 1 have felt that 
they should make your acquaintance. Whatever may be the 
differences between you and myself upon political questions, 
I trust wo are both too liberal, to allow mere opinions upon 
National questions to sunder the ties of comity due to each 
other, on those with whom we are associated. I begin how- . 
ever, to think that we are coming nearer together upon the 
great questions that now agitato the Country, and I assure 
you with entire f mnkness that I know not the man in the 

^The famous Boston capitalist and manufacturer. 
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United States, with whom I desire to have social converse 
more than with yourself. I have to ask the favor of you to 
call on Messrs Pi*escott and Sumner, with whose simplicity of 
manner and high intelligence, you cannot but be pleased. 
These gentlemen I beg to say have the highest opinion of 
your pei*sonal character and eminent abilities. 

I pitiy you dear Sir to believe I remain Very 

faithfully Your Obt Serv. 

Abbott Lawrrkoe. 

P. S. I have almost threatened a visit to Washington for 
the purpose of conversing with you, upon topics of interest 
in the future. 



From Edward Everett.^ 

Cambridge (Mass) 6 April 1846. 
Dear Sir, I received this morning a copy of your speech 
on the Oregon question,* which you were good enough to 
send me. I had already read it in the Intelligencer with 
extreme satisfaction. It is of itself nearly decisive of the 
great question of peace or war; certainly it is so, when taken 
in connection with more recent demonstmtions. I assume, 
^f course, that England will be willing to compromise on the 
rbasis of the 49 degree, which I have no doubt she will, if no 
insuperable difficulty arises in reference to the Navigation of 
the Columbia River. As this river is certainly not navigable 
to the Sea from any place north of the forty ninth degree, I 
am in hopes no serious difficulty will arise on this point; 
because if I recollect aright M^ Gallatin in 182G, only offered 
the navigation of the Columbia, in case it was navigable from 
above that degree. — As the great objection alleged by Eng- 
land of late years to accepting the 49^^ degree has been that 
they could not jiow accept what they had three times before 
declined, they may possibly, — to save the point of honor, — 
insist on reserving the navigation of the Columbia ^Mf navi- 
gable"; and the Presidi^Bt-Jina sn.(^onimitted--himself on this 

1 Edward Everett, who hod been minister to Great Britain from 1841 to 1&15, became 
president of Harvard College in 1946. 
« Works, IV, 258-290. 
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point, that he may not be able to make this hypothetical con- \ ^ 
cession, although certain that the river is not navigable. 
But as this on both sides is mere punctilio, it may be hoped 
there will be common sense enough on the pai*t of the two 
governmcnte to get over it. 

Believing that you have really i^ndered an inestimable 
service to the Country by your course on this question, I 
wish you could see your way clear, to some equitable com- 
promise between the tariff and the anti-tariff parties. If it is I y 
possible to be effected, it can only be done by you. Next to lY 
peace abroad, the Country wants quiet on this subject; and 
the person who should give us that blessing would be a pub- 
lic benefactor of the highest order. 

I hope you will excuse the freedom of these remarks. I 
am wholly withdrawn from politics, especially party politics; 
and look only to the public interest: In reference to which, — 
if 1 know myself, — I desire the prosperity of the South, as 
much as of the North. 

I remain. Dear Sir, with great regard, faithfully Yours, 

EdWard Everett. 



From Louis MoLane. o. o, 

London May 18, 1846 
Mr DEAR Sir, In the same confidence with which I have 
hitherto written, I send you a short letter by the present 
Steamer. I received my despatches notice and all, on the 16^ 
inst. but as I had previously made an arrangement with Lord 
Aberdeen for reopening the negotiation by new instructions 
to M' P.^ by this steamer and as my instru(;tions required me 
to ascertain before presenting the notice, '^Her Majesty s 
pleasure as to the mode of delivering it", it was impossible to 
act under the case immediately. Accordingly a new proposi- 
tion for the partition for the Oregon will go to M'. Packen-< 
ham to-morrow; but it will not be exactly such, I lament 
say, as to afford me any great hope that it will be accepted by 
the P. or the Senate. It will propose the 49*^* pandlel to 
strait of Fuca and thence to the sea giving all Vancouver's 

1 Mr. rakenham. 
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Island to G. B. It will also confirm to British subjects occu- 
pying land between the Columbia and the 49^ all the land, 
forts and stations of which they are in the actual occupation, 
leaving jurisdiction to U. S; and it will claim the perpetual 
right of freely navigating the Columbia by the Hudson's Bay 
Company. I cannot err in supposing that the belief is enter- 
I tained here that the Senate will accept this proposition, and 
J that the P. will not take the responsibility of rejecting it 
^ without consulting the Senate I It is evident that since the 
/ recent public discussion in the Senate the expectations here 
y have lisen, and that better terms could I believe have been 
I had before. This proposition is encouraged by the reliance I 
have already hinted at upon the Senate; by a calculation that 
the ^^ peace party" as it is called will do as much to preserve 
peace as the *' war party " would to make war; by calculation 
founded upon our difficulties with Mexico and upon the sym- 
pathy and support of France and other European Nations; 
and last, and I fear not least, an expectation that the present 
ministry may very soon quit office, and a desire to appear 
while in to have maintained a strong ground in the negotia- 
tion with us, may not be without its influence. 
I am confident, however, that the offer is not made as an 
Jtdtimatumy and that it is not intended as such. Indeed Lord 
J A. j^as as explicit as he could be upon such a pomt in such a 
I crisis. I believe, moreover, that if he were sure that the Sen- 
ate would require a modification as to the navigation of the 
J Columbia by limiting it to a period of years, and that were 
the only point it would be conceded here. Their objection I 
rather think is to offering it vrith the belief that the present 
offer will be unobjectionable to the Senate without it. They 
will accept it I think if offered, i. e. if it come before a change 
of ministry. I have far less confidence in their disposition to 
assent to any modification of the reservation in favor of their 
subjects occupying lands North of the Columbia and South of 
the 40^. The protection of them they regard as the real and 
substantial point of honor; and yet the present proposition 
concedes to us substantially very little more than the British 
proposition in 1826-7 — excepting the lands unoccupied north 
of [the] Columbia and south of 49, and the Jurisdiction of both 
banks of the Columbia and of the country north of the river 
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and south of 49^1 I should not have despaired of a bettei^ 
offer, if it had been distincUy understood that better would 
have been demanded by joint and united councils at home. 
I have given no encouragement to the proposition as presented 
in any form, not even that the P will submit it to the Senate 
for their advice. Though I think after the publicity already 
given to the subject, the Senate ought, according to the early 
practice to be consulted at every step of the negotiation; and 
then if they are united and firm ho may get better terms not 
otherwise. 

Believe me to be My dear sir. Mo truly Yrs 

L. M'^Lane 



From, James Oregorie. 

Charleston 23** May 1846. 

Mr Dear Sir In one of the interviews I had the honour of 
holding with you, two years ago, and which are always ren- 
dered so delightful by you, I stated the existence of a combi- 
nation of pciTjons in the western countiy for the purpose of 
conquering Mexico, the object of which it appeared to me was 
plunder alone. 

This information becomes of importance now as furnishing 
a key to the warlike measures of the party who have urged us 
into collision with that country. If I am correct in believing 
that this conspiracy is wide spread as the Southwest itself ;. it 
will be found difficult beyond measure to make peace with a 
country in so distracted and helpless a state, if invasion is 
resorted to, and western volunteers compose the army. If 
plunder was the object held out, to tempt the thoughtless, the 
rash and the abandoned to put their seals to such a bond, 
without knowing who was to be their leaders; what disgrace- 
ful consequences may result to our National character, now 
that war is actually going on and these very volunteers are 
selected by the government and crowding to the scene of 
action? 

I commit the paper to your confidential keeping, knowing 
that it can only be used by you for the benefit of the country. 
A word on the way it came into my hands. Four of my 
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family emigrated to the state of Mississippi in 1835 and 86. 
Of tiiese two died from diseases of the climate, a third 
returned to yield up his life on a )>ed of languishing at home; 
at his side I attended thirty days. Towards the close of this 
scene he stated to me that I should find with his papers, the 
inclosed agreement. He assured me it had been extensively 
signed by many of his acquaintance and all through the West— 
none of them knew who were at the head of the band, or with 
whom it had commenced. The solemnity of the occasion pre- 
cluded the suspicion of exaggeration, and the confidence placed 
in me arose from painful misgivings of the correctness of his 
conduct. 

I am about to publish a few papers on a subject deeply 
interesting to Carolina and the South. I have long been of 
opinion, that with due precaution health may be kept cyii our 
low Country plantations equal to that of the Negroes, for all 
useful purposes. Of course equally well throughout the mid- 
dle country also. When they appear I beg your candid 
opinion of them in a few lines; if you can spare a moment of 
your precious time — time not only precious to Qirolina and 
the Union, but to the world. 

Your decided conduct on the war vote, has met the appro- 
bation of every one, more un[an]imously here, than anything 
1 ever knew. Go on My Dear Sir acting on your own ripe 
judgement and be assured that your example will influence 
every correct mind, high and low, at home and abroad, but 
especially among the Ministry and influential men in Eng- 
land. But I cease, being most faithfully 

Your devoted Constituent 

Jambs Gregorie. 

[Enclosure.'] I A. B. being apprised of the project (now on 
foot) of certain individuals to make the conquest of Mexico, 
and approving the same, do solemnly enlist myself a soldier in 
said project or cause; and I do solemnly swear that I will not 
disclose the existence of said project or cause to any human 
being; nor will I disclose the name of the individual who now 
administers to me the oath I am taking upon myself; and I do 
further swear that I will use all proper exertions to enlist in 
said cause every man of my acquaintance, who I may tliink 
will make a good soldier, and none other; and that when I 
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succeed in procuring a man, I will report hini to any agent of 
the originators of said project, that I may know of, to be 
qualified, unless I myself should be an agent; and that in that 
case I will administer this oath to him myself and report his 
name, residence, and Post office to the Agent, who now 
administers this oath to me: and I do further swear that I will 
ever hold myself in readiness, and will promptly obey the 
summons of the originators, or their agents, to repair to any 
place, at the time appointed in said summons, unless my views 
of life should undergo a change before receiving a summons 
as aforesaid; and I 'do further swear that I will immediately, 
upon my rcndevouzing at the place that shall be appointed, 
place myself under the command of him who may have been 
chosen commander in chief by those who have originated said 
project; and I do further swear that I will never abandon 
him, without his permission, until the said projeqt is carried 
into full eflfect, and consummated. 
So help mo God. 

Frain James Gadsden. o. o. 

Charleston S C July 9 1846 

My Dear Sir I was in hopes of receiving a copy of your 
Report^ in advance — but the Mercury has it and has com- 
menced this morning the publication. I am compelled to 
leave the City tomorrow and fear I shall be denied the pleas- 
ure of perusing the document before I return. If I had one 
to carry with me 1 could review its grounds in the Cars. 

The passage of the Tariff has pleased, but not satisfied us. 
Perhaps it was the best terms which could at this crisis be 
got — and the doing awa}"^ with the minimums, and the ad 
valorum duty is a point gained. The Valuation is ambigu- 
ous. Whether on i\i^ foreign or Iionie we cannot understand. 
The Bill may be construed either way. The Pennsylvanians 
really seem to control you. If Iron and Coal is to enable 
them to tax at will the whole of the U.'S. it is as well that 
we scperate from our Pennsylvania false democracy. 

If the 30 per ct is placed on the home valuation of Iron 

• 

1 Report on the Memphis Memorial, June 20, 1&16, Works, V, 246-208. The memorial of 
the Memphis convention (ibid., 293-811) was laid before the Senate by a committee of 
which Gadsden wa* chairman. 
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the duty will not vary much from the percents specific paid. 
Thei'e really ought to be something done for Rail Iron and I 
rely on your exertions to attain some modifications of the 
duty on these Roads commenced under the faith of Free 
duties. Do exert yourself on this and on our Road of Con- 
nection with North Carolina. I have written to Johnson but 
you can certainly remove better than I can his Constitutional 
Scruples. I feel very desirous of finishing the Road to Camr 
den and from Charleston to Wilmington before I retire from 
Rail Road operations, which is certainly consuming me very 
fast 

What will be the fate of [the] Tariff in Senate? and what is 
your construction of the basis of valuation ? 

Yours 

James Gadsden 



From Ahbott La/wrence. o. c. 

Private and Confidential 

Boston July 14"* 1846. 
My Dear Sib, I well know your position in regard to the 
Tariff Bill now before the Senate, and write to you impressed 
vrith the idea that you desire to put at rest a question that has 
so long divided the Country. I have examined the bill as it 
passed the House of Rep' with care, and assure you if it should 
become a Law, that the people will not sit down quietly under 
its operation. As a financial measure it will not answer the 
expectations or purposes of the Government, and as a measure 
adapted to the present condition of our people, you may be 
quite certain that many, and great interests will suffer to an 
extent that will produce discontent and severe embari*assment 
and loss. Now there are several gentlemen in the Senate who 
have advocated ad/oaXorem duties^ without du(n*imination^ but 
would avoid doing anything that should produce a violent 
revulsion in the business of the Country, and yet desire to 
maintain themselves. with their party. To those I would ask 
the favor of an examination of this bill as a financial measure, 
and upon that ground it may be postponed, till we are in a 
better condition to reduce the revenue. There are most glar- 
ing absurdities in the bill, which should be corrected. It 
appears to me that a bill of so much consequence to the 
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Country should be considered and matured by practical men, 
and that there should be an approach to harmony in its 
provisions. 

I am aware of your position before the Country upon this 
and other great questions of National policy, and I am not 
unmindful of the future. In my humble judgement, the pres- 
ent is not the time to try an experiment on the revenues of 
the Country, and that two thirds of the people of the United 
States would be glad to see this bill defeated in the Senate. 
We are quite ready at a proper time to meet this question in 
a spirit of compromise, and settle it upon such a basis, as will 
insure repose for ten years. On your voice 1 think the fate 
of this bill depends. I have only to ask you to look at it in 
all its phases, and if you agree with me, that the Revenue 
will be reduced from 5 to ^ millions, %nd that the bill is very 
imperfect in its character, and that the question is to be made 
again a Presidential question, that you may agree in the policy 
at least of postponing the subject. There appears to be a 
particular hostility, to the manufactures of Cotton. Why 
should Cotton goods be admitted at less duty than Woollens. 
Iron and Coal too, are to enjoy a duty of 30 per cent, with a 
heavy freight to be charged, while manufactured Cottons with 
less than i per cent freight are to come in at 25 per cent. 

Coarse wool is charged with a duty of 30 per cent while it 
is admitted free of duty in Great Britain, and their blankets 
brought here with a duty of 20 per cent. Pig copper 5 per 
cent, and sheathing copper free, and many, many other fea- 
tures of the bill of the same character. Such a bill cannot 
stand, and I have taken the freedom to write to you as I would 
speak to you upon the subject. If 28 millions is obtained 
from this bill annually, it is quite certain that the Country 
will be unable to pay for the importations. If yourself and 
others however are resolved on trying an experiment I can 
only say we must take our chance with you in maintaining 
ourselves as well as we can. I think you have another oppor- 
tunity to make yourself a National man, as you have done in 
the settlement of Oregon. 
1 remain Dear. Sir 

Very truly your friend and Obt Ser. 

Abbott Lawrence, 
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From, James Hamilton. o. o. 

Savannah Geo Aug* 12"* 1846. 

Last evonings mail My Dear Sir, brought me your kind 
favor of the 8^ inst, written on the ev'e of your departure 
from Washington. 

That our friends are in high spirits I can readily conceive, 
particularly those, who take as deep an interest as I do in 
your fame and future advancement, for you never occupied 
so proud a position as you do at present, whether you are 
destined to wear the pui*ple or not. 

But I must tell you that of the Demociucy as a party, I 
think in the utmost peril. They have tendered so many issues 
during the late Session of Congress, that nothing can possibly 
prevent the Whigs from electing their Man, but the possible 
Union of the independent Men of all pai*ties, constituting, if 
left to themselves, the great body of the people, on you^ 
because on some of these trying Questions, you occupy middle 
ground. 

With the tariff, two Veto Messages, Sub Treasury and the 
Mexican War, (with its enormous expences), wantonly pro- 
voked as it is charged^ by the Democracy, we have too much 
weight to carry. The Sub Treasury alone killed Van Burcn 
in 1840. But how vastly has Polk complicated the diiSculties 
of his party ? 

I begin to think such are the follies and pervei'sencss of 
Men that hereafter no party will remain in power, more than 
four Years. Ignorance under our Government is gradually 
gaining on knowledge, and profligacy on moral worth, until I 
believe we shall settle down into one of the most corrupt and 
disgusting Anarchies that ever disgiticed the civilized World, 
of which Felix Connell and Sam Houston, may be regarded as 
the personal Exponents. These are gloomy portents, but 1 
believe they ynVL prove true, for the influence of virtue and 
Genius, in our Democracy, seems dail}' to be losing its 
authority. 

I should have some hope, indeed of the Country if it had the 
intelligence and discrimination to place you at the head of 
Affairs. And in spite of these omens, I believe our prospect 
of consummating this blessing, is far more auspicious than 
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ever, if wc avail ourselves of the favorable conjunction which 
the difficulties of the Country, in the next two years are 
likely to'presont. But in the long run I fear we must inscribe 
on the White House this Za^Z not Z/^, (except on the ground 
the greater the truUi the great tlie libel) Tlie Temple of Dema- 
gog ism iiiacriied to tlie Geniiia of Mediocrity dtdnesa Ignorance 
and Deceit, 

I shall stop for a day or two at Washington on my way to 
New York next week, not to seek an oflice, but to convince 
Tolk, that I am [a] free npokeii Man^ at least as far as I can be so, 
within the verge of civility and that due respect, which belongs 
to his high station. If he does not change the mode of carry- 
ing on the Mexican War which in fact is more properly 
speaking a War against the Treasury of the U. S., waged hy 
ourselves^ his administration in public confidence will not live 
to see the commencement of the next Session of Congress. 

I need not say that in going North 1 shall exchange the 
sign and token of confraternity with your friends where ever 
I meet them and inculcate the Watchwords of Hope Union 
and energy. I now use no reserve, and I am happy to say, 
that I meet wherever 1 go with few Men at the South, of 
either party, who do not admit, when pushed home, that in 
Genius exp<u*ience and virtue you are better qualified than 
any Man in the United States for the Hehn. God grant us, I 
say a victory — out of which, a new Lease for the Government 
may be constructed. 

If you should have any suggestions to make, pmy drop me 
a line directed to Washington, where I shall be there proba- 
bly on the 22'' and remain until the 26*** ins*. 

With my best respects to your Lady I remain M3' Dear Sir 
Ever with esteem Most faithfully and resply 

You friend and ob*. Sev*. 

J. Hamilton. 

r. S. I owe Mr. Clemson a long Letter •on some mining 
operations in Coal on the Banks of the Big Warrior near Tus- 
caloosa, where he thinks we might spring a principality, — I 
moan to have it examined this Winter, if I can find a suitable 
Agent. 

What a blessed conjuncture of circumstances does the modi- 
HiST 99 — VOL II — -69 
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fication of the respective tariffs of G. B. and this Country pre- 
sent occurring as they do similtaneously as the omen of Petu^e 
and a benefecent intercoui*se between two such great nations. 
The admission of Maize duty free into Enghind is calcuhited 
to confer I believe in the end an incalcuhible blessing on 1)oth 
Countries. It will give to the laboring poor of G. B. a cheap 
and nutritious food and to the South proba))ly a source for 
divei*ting a portion of our Labor from the cultivation of Cot- 
ton. One of the objects of my visit to the North is to make 
myself thoroughly acquainted with the process of kiln drying 
corn preparatory to its being ground and l)olted into Meal. I 
think of making an experimental shipment next Winter to 
Livei*pool from the Chattahoochee — where 1 shall harvest an 
excess of Corn over and above my consumption of at least 
10,000 Bushels altho I run 70 Ploughs and have 80 Mules and 
horses. If I can nett 60 cents pr bushel for Meal in Liver- 
pool I can make $2 by Corn where I make $1. by Cotton at 9 
Cents pr. H. — 



From James Hamilton. c. o. 

Savannah Geo. Oct. 12"^ 1840. 

My Dear Sir. A few moments leisure now, enables me to 
fulfil my promise in writing you a line from this place. 

During my stay in New York I had frequent conferences 
with your friends there, and the conclusion at which I arrived 
was, that your latent strength in the confidence and esteem of 
the intelligent Men of all parties, who were exempt from the 
taint of office holding and office seeking, and from the faction 
of party was far greater than that of any one of the other 
Candidates for the Presidency. 

With the regular hacks of Party, and those who are the 
Creatures and Agents of its organisation, you are the weakest 
of all of them, from considemtions highly honorable to your- 
self. There is in the City of New York a standing Conmiittee 
of your friends, called the Calhoun Counnittee, who are pre- 
pared to move the moment 3'our Southern friends deem it 
politick to do so, either by a public Meeting or by an address 
to the public, which ever may be deemed most politick, 
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Whilst these highly intelligent and worthy persons enter- 
tain no hope of carrying the vote of the S* of New York for 
you, they cherish the belief that they may influence other sec- 
tions of the Union, and possibly prepare public opinion for 
your receiving the Vote of a majority of States in the House 
of Representatives, where if you hold out and refuse to go 
into convention, it is deemed certain that the election must go. 

They likewise informed me that your friends had been in a 
state of suspense, as to their action, from the uncertainty 
whether you would bo a Candidate or whether if you wore, 
your Southern Supporters would not as they had done f i*e- 
qucntly before, strike your Flag, — at the last Moment. 

I assured them 1** That under no circumstances would you 
go into Caucus or Convention with the delegated power to 
others of disposing of }^our claims or pretensions. If any 
botly of Men calling themselves a Congressional Caucus or 
National Convention thought proper to support you, it was 
well, but it would be without a pledge, or commitment on 
your part, either preliminary to the election, or subsequent 
to it. 

2*'*'' That they might be assured that your Southern friends 
would make you a Candidate, and that we would not lower 
your Flag; That it should be kept flying if but S® Carolina 
rallied round it. 

This assurance created great confidence and enthusiasm, and 
the question now is when we had better commence moving 
and how. 

We want a great central Press in the City of New York, 
which we could afterwards transfer to Washington in the 
event of your election as the Organ of your Administration. 
There are many opulent Whigs who are free Traders in the 
City of New York, who 1 understand favor your support, who 
might be willing to subscribe lilx^mlly, to an able and enlight- 
ened Journal devoted to the Cause of free Trade, and to our 
views in relation to the administration of the Affairs of the 
Country. 

For example, I understand that M'. Dudley Selden* hitherto 
a Warm Supporter of M*". Clay's, has now a strong tendency 
to sustain your claims to the Presidency. He has recently 

I Whig condidato for mayor of New York In 1846, 
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inherited a large Sugar Es\ in the Island of Cuba, which may 
have produced a sensible change in his views in regard to the 
tariff. He proposed a scheme for a public press to a friend 
of mine, on a scale of security usefulness and respectability 
which I considei*ed truly admirable, and which we nmst en- 
deavor to carry out. 

It is to raise by a joint stock Company in shares of $100 a 
hundred thousand Dollars, that after buying all the fixtures 
necessary to such a press, and six months material in advance, 
to have the residue vested in a secure and productive stock, 
the inf43rests of which was to be held as a reserve fund, to 
meet any deficiency in the subscriptions and advertising List^ 
necessary to defray the expences of the paper. If the Man 
who should be the exponent of the principles [of] this paper 
should be elected to the Presidency then if deemed necessary 
the Press dhould be transferred to Washington, as the (jov- 
ernment Journal. In fact, that we should have an independ- 
ent press, that should dare on all Questions to speak out and 
speak the truth. 

The plan in regard to the Stock is very much on the Plan 
of the London Times and I believe after doing an infinity of 
good, in the end, ought to be a six per Cent Stock to the 
shareholders. I think we ought to call it the North Ameri- 
can Times, and that it should have the Banner of Free Trade 
at its Masthead. None but a Man of finished Talents and the 
highest character ought to be the Editor in Chief, whilst 
auxiliary Editors in the different departments of Ijiterature 
and politicks ought to be associated with him. Without com- 
ing out openly in the fii'st instance in your support this should 
seem subsequently as the natural result of events flowing from 
a conformity between your principles, and those advocated 
by the Press itself. I shall write M^ Selden fully on this sub- 
ject, and during the next session of Congress, we must move 
in good earnest to accomplish this great object. 

Whilst in Washington I had a long conversation with the 
President, and found no difficulty in convincing him of the 
peril in which the Democracy was placed, from the number 
of issues which had been tendered by his administration, and 
more especially from the hazards of the Mexican War. I told 
him the existence of his administmtion depended on the most 
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perfect Union of the party in its support, and that we must 
be aware of what was obvious to every one else, that our 
Flank of the Democracy headed by yourself, comprised a 
large proportion of its Talent. That from the course of the 
distribution of his offices and patronages I had entertained 
some doubt whether he cherished friendly feelings towards 
yourself. That if he did not, I wished very frankly to know 
it. Ho assured mc, that the reverse was precisely the case. 
That his feelings towards you wore cordial and kind. That 
he cherished for your character the most unbounded respect, 
and for your talents the highest admiration. That if he had 
thrown his patronage in other Quarters, it was because he 
knew we looked more to the principles of his administration, 
than to its faculty of disi>ensing bounties. He then begged 
me to make you those assurances. And went on to remark 
that your course on the War Bill and Notice had produced in 
his mind not the slightest feeling of unkindness, that he regret- 
ted it, only, as the possible occasion of impairing your just 
influence with the party. The warmth of his manner induced 
mc rejilly to believe that he was sincere. Whatever may be 
your own belief, it accords with weighty considerations of 
policy, that you should give him, apparently credit for good 
faith, and where you believe his administi*ation to be right, 
to give it a cordial eflfective support, for I think the chances 
are quite even that if no rupture takes place between you, 
that you will receive the support as against Wright of a ma- 
jority of his Cabinet to wit, of Walker Mason and Marcy, 
together with the adhesion of the President and Vice Presi- 
dent when cured of some delusions in reference to themselves, 
which time will be very apt to effect. That Ihichanan will 
form a coalition with Wright I think certain. It doubtless 
constituted the main object of his recent visit to the North. 
The Oregon Negotiation has killed him, and » if he exhibits 
any inconvenient symptoms of vitality M^'Lane of Delaware 
(who by the way with his Talented Son is among your wai*mest 
friends,) is prepared to give him the finishing blow. 

Do not therefore breiik with the administration, give them 
a liberal and cordial support, where you can, for if they break 
down, either by our instrumentalit}'^ or without it, it can only 
inure to the benefit of the Whigs who, in a united Mass will 
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run that Ciindidate whom they deem the strongest whether it 
be Clay, Crittenden, McLean or Gen. Taylor, on whom they 
will rally on in the last resort rather than lose the victory. 
You see therefore [the] vast importance of Union and as little 
wavering in our mnks as possible. Even if you have the 
administration on the hip, let go your grasp, if it is to bring 
in the federal brood of abominations under the incubation of 
Whiggery. 

I stopped in Richmond on my way on where I saw five or 
six of our leading friends among the most prominent of them, 
Mes'"*. Soddon and Scott, whilst they expressed the most 
unhesitating belief that you were the strongest among the 
Democratic Candidates named in Virginia yet they doubted 
whether in the face of the organization of party thro a con- 
vention, you could get the vote of the S'. — that is if you ran 
against the regular nomination, at least this was M^ Seddon's 
opinion. M^ Scott thought that you would take the State, 
with or without a nomination. Whether they can break up 
the usages of pai*ty, by refusing to go into Caucus, with the 
residue of the Democracy to nominate a Senator they will test 
in the effort to elect Mr. Hunter, whom they have resolved 
to run totally irrespective of such nomination. 

Your friends in llichmond are animated and zealous, and 
are quite willing to commence active operations the moment 
your friends in Charleston think it expedient to move. 

I had hoped on my arrival in Charleston, to have obtained 
a meeting of these friends, but in consequence of the absence 
of Elmore and Boyce, and some more of our Ijcadcrs, I was 
compelled to postpone it. I shall return on the 18^ with the 
hope but not with any confident expectation of meeting Elmore 
who[se] frequent absences from Charleston is nmch to be 
regretted, where he has such a just and useful influence. It 
is greatly to bq lamented that the two Men at the South cal- 
culated to serve you most (Elmore and myself) should be fet- 
tered by comprehensive engagements and pecuniary cnbari*ass- 
ments which palsy our movements. I shall however go on 
the 18*^' and hope to obtain an understanding with our friends 
even if he is absent. I would like to have your views at your 
earliest convenience on the following points. 

1" Are public movements now to be desired in your behalf? 
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Would they not excite the concentrated hostility of the friends 
of all your opponents! 

2^ Shall those movements be made before or after the 
Meeting or adjournment of Congress! Shall we in the mean 
time confine our operations to effecting private organisations, 
at diffoivnt influential points in the Union! In reference to 
these hunt arrangements, would it be judicious for the Calhoun 
Committee to come out with an elaborate address, presenting 
as strongly as they can your claims to the favorable regards 
of the people! Or would you prefer their writing you a 
Letter and asking you to become a Candidate, which would 
present an auspicious occasion for your writing the address of 
which you spoke in one of your Letters on the public affairs 
of the Country! Or would it be best to postpone until the 
adjournment of Congress this correspondence when we shall 
know what is to be the issue of the Mexican War! These 
are grave mattei's which you nmst assist us to decide. 

As I fear I shall have left Charleston before your answer 
can possibly reach that place, be so kin^ as to direct it to this 
City, to which I shall return and leave for the Bend on the 
23 or 24 inst. I will remain at the Oswichee Bend until the 
26 Nov. when I shall leave for Texas, via New Orleans. 
Whilst there if the Legislature of Louisianna is in session I 
shall endeavor to compass your nomination. Two thirds of 
the Legislature were in your favor at the last session, in spite 
of the Sugar Duty. It will be necessary to see what changes 
are to be effected or if any have been effected under the New 
Constitution. 

As soon as Peace between Mexico and the U. S. is con- 
cluded I shall repair to Washington and hold on de die and en 
diem^ until some thing definitive shall be concluded in refer- 
ence to the Texian Debt, which will afford me constant oppor- 
tunities of intimate communication and intercourse with you. 

I regret I cannot take a scat in Congress, which my old 
friends in Charleston tendered me on my passing thro the 
other day. But circumstances forbid it, even if I could have 
surmounted an insuperable repugnance I should have felt, to 
unhorsing my friend Holmes,' to whom the representation of 
Charleston is an idolized hobby. 

> Isaac £. Uolmcs, M.C frum Charleston from 1830 to 1861. 
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We have now My Dear Sir however secretly, fairly opened 
the Campaign. The conduct of the War you must mainly 
leave to your friends, beyond the fact of standing firm and 
not permitting the weakest of them to lower your Flag.' If 
there is any force in public principles of acknowle<lged au- 
thority, if there is any moral sense in the people for unim- 
peachable integrity of chai*acter any judgment in favor of an 
accumte and profound knowledge of our Government and its 
administration, any sympathy with a zealous and uncompro- 
mising Patriotism, any taste for Genius and its accomplish- 
ments, we must triumph. At least there is enough in all 
these to make your friends proud of supporting such a Man. 
Ever sincerely and faithfully yours 

J. Hamilton. 



From Elhoood Fuher} o. o. 

Cincinnati 12 mo 2, 1846. 

My dear Friend I rec-eived thy favor of 10"* Ult. two days 
since on returning from a visit to Indiana and Kentucky. 

The War is no longer popular in those states or in this. The 
Whig papers are assailing it more and niore — the Democmt 
make a feeble and spiritless defence; whilst all intelligent men 
of the party regard it as a blunder which threatens the party 
ruin. The administration is almost unanimously deserted. 
The army also is perhaps still more hostile to a continuance 
of hostilities if we can judge from the report of returning 
volunteers. Maj' Johnson who recently resigned and came 
home, after serving in the battle of Monterey as an aid says 
that the army is decidedly averse to the annexation of cither 
Mexican territory or people to ours. All regard the attempt 
to conquer Mexico hopeless and all would prefer being at 
home. Gen* Taylor told him at parting that he was sick of the 
war. Johnson who is one of our friends and a man of talent 
went over to P* Isabel with Gen* Quitman and says that the 
General expressed the deepest regret on the voyage thither that 
thee had not been heard at length before the declaration. As 
he thinks that the War thereby might have been averted, and 

> Author of a lecture on the North and the South, printed in 1849. 
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ought to have been. Still there is a very cowardly disposition 
here to evade the responsibility of an effort for peace. Many 
of the Democrats who would delight in such a result, would 
be quite ready to sacrifice those by whom it was accomplished 
to the demigogues whoso love of fighting is displayed exclu- 
sively in declamation. Even the Whigs would aim to avail 
themselves of any discontent that might result from the con- 
clusion of the War, as they are claiming the benefit of all that 
proceeds from its prosecution. I am however of the opinion 
that opposition to the War must prevail, as the moment its 
burdens arc felt they will outweigh the contingent advantages 
of acquiring California and New Mexico, the utmost that can 
be acquired, and probably much more than can be obtained 
or held without great incidental expense. 

There is among the Democmts of the West a stronger dis- 
position to support the proviso of Wibnot than I expected to 
find, although as thee is aware, I have long insisted that the 
principles of the Abolitionists were making more progress 
than was suspected and were rapidly approaching to ascend- 
ancy in the free states. I have therefore been in favor of the 
policy of meeting the issue at once, and developing the whole 
heresy, rather than of giving it time and opportunity to make 
its way gi*adually and unresisted. For I have been satisfied 
that if the contest of the Missouri question were again openly 
made, the result would be the same. If the effoi*t is pei*sisted 
in of introducing the question into the Mexican War it seems 
to me that it will bo a blunder on the pirt of those who are in 
favour of that course. For inasmuch as the consequences 
nmst be to detach the South from the War all the advocates 
of the War who are sincere would resist such an interference, 
and thas the War party proper as well as the South would be 
against the proviso. If on the other hand the proviso could 
pass both houses, it must put an immediate end to the War, 
for the South being detached, there would not be strength 
enough left in favour of it elsewhere, the Abolitionists them- 
selves not being ready to insist on the continuance of the war 
for the mere purpose of acquiring ten-itory, even for non 
slavoholding states. And in either case the principle of Wil- 
mots proviso must acquire odium, without any chance of 
success. 
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But ought not the South now to take the initiative in favour 
of peace? If she did Abolitionism would be utterly deprived 
of the pretence that this is a war of conquest waged for south- 
ern aggmndizement, a pi*etence which groundless as it is, 
makes a conspicuous figure in the papers of that part}' and 
even in those of the Whigs. And if the War could be con- 
cluded on terms at all reconcilable with public opinion, through 
Southern influence it would disarm the Whigs of the best 
weapon they wield against us, that of war expenditure. I 
confess however I see nothing in the condition or prospects of 
Mexico to warrant the expectation that she will make any 
concession. And that being the case I am satisfied that the 
most practicable and* tenable ground is the one thee advised 
at the close of last session, viz. the mere occupation ami 
defence of the northern unsettled provinces until Mexico i * 
ready to treat, which would give to the Northern and Soulli- 
ern sections about an equal accession of territory. As for the 
idea recently suggested that the Administration will call for 
40 millions in the message and a large number of troops it is 
too extravagant even for the folly of that concern, and too 
monstrous to be supported even by the madness of the people. 

The Navigation and Land bills will be urgent and critical 
measures at the approaching session. Steam boat disastei-s 
have been of alarming frequency lately, the losses being 
almost of daily occurrence. I think that as the Presidents 
veto stands in the way of a Western and northei*n combina- 
tion a union with the South on that subject is entirely pi*acti- 
cable, and the movement cannot be made too soon. I perceive 
that the New York Democracy is giving way to the agrarian 
demand for the donations of public domain to the poor. And 
surprizing as it may seem and derogatory to the stigacity of 
the west, the movement meets with great favour here. The 
time therefore has f uUv arrived for land graduation. 

The defeat of Wright* in New York has confounded and 
disheai*tened his friends here: although it has not perhaps 
dispelled all their hopes of his nomination. It has however 
completely bewildered the spoilsmen, who now confine them- 
selves chiefly to a defence of the caucus system through which 
they hope to succeed once more. There is nevertheless a pre- 

1 Silofl Wright, defeated oa ciindidute for governor. 
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valent misgiving among them that a caucus will not be again 
available. 

I availed myself of the occasion to write an article of some 
length for the paper here, giving an account of the leading 
incidents of thy political life and discussing briefly the ques- 
tions on which the greatest efforts have been made to create a 
popular prejudice. I intend to follow it with a direct attack 
on the Caucus system in a short time. 

I expect to be in Washington in about a fortnight, and shall 
be happy to render any aid however little may be in my 
power, in giving a proper direction to opinion. 

Give my regards cordially to thy family 

Very devotedly thy friend 

Ellwood Fisher. 



Frtyin Francis W, Pickens,^ o. o. 

Edgewood 13 Deem' 1846 
My dear Sir After I returned from selling some cotton in 
Hamburg I heard you had passed on down by M'. Clemson's 
place. I am sorry you did not come by. I would have an- 
swered your last only that I was on the River and did not 
receive it for some time after it was written and until near 
the time when you would be going on to Washington. 

As the time is now past when those, who thought proper to 
prejudice you and yours agst me, have done all they could do 
and have effected their purposes, I now take the opportunity 
to say that they gave the most extravagant, exaggerated and 
false account of every thing I said and did at the public meet- 
ing held Saleday in June last at Edgefield. 

The truth is that at the first meeting held the Saturday week 
before Saleday I refused to attend upon the ground that I 
would not give any aid to any thing that might appear to con- 
flict at that time with your position. And at the meeting of 
the committee afterwards that was then appointed I expressly 
said in advance that nothing must be suggested calculated- to 
reflect on your course. I was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee. M'. Wardlaw, N. L. Griffin, M', W. Brooks, Col. 

1 Sec Calhoun's Ictteni in Pnrt I, nupra^ pp. G9G, G96, 706, 706. 
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P. Brooks and Wm. C. Moraque were all present and will 
recollect this fact. We could hear nothing authentic as to 
your course and the reasons from Washington. You did not 
vrrite a ward to me or to any one that we heard of. 

The public meeting for Saleday in June was called and for 
several days previous 1 had been very sick, and on that day 
I was very unwell, more so than I had been for ten years, and 
had in the morning written in to say I would not attend. M^ 
Brooks and M^ Griffin both wrote to me and insisted that I 
should go in if merely to be present and introduce the resolu- 
tions (which made not the slightest reflection on any human 
Ixiing) I did so in great pain and sutfering. The whole object 
of the meeting was to get up a war feeling and procure vol- 
unteers to sustain the Government. And what remarks I made 
were made entirely with this view. Immediately after I was 
done I was very sick — so much so that the D'. had to give me 
laudnum. Col. Iktnskett was speaking and I left in my car- 
riage without dreaming there was to be any opposition. After 
I left Col. Wigfall introduced the resolutions in relation to 
youi*self and they were laid on the table by an almost unani- 
mous vote as I understood. I ioa% not tJiere and never hoard 
of what was done or said in refei*ence to youi*scIf until the 
next day, and yet I have been made reHjxnmble for all that was 
said and done, 

Mr. Wardlaw was chairman of the meeting, and he and his 
immediate friends were pleased with any thing that might 
injure me. I said the next day to those gentlemen who C4illcd 
to see me, that a full and true statement of the wliole pro- 
ceedings ought to be given. It was said that M*". Wardlaw 
Chairman and Wigfall had come to an understanding that the 
rejected resolutions should not be published &c. I said then 
it was wrong and false impressions would be made. But 
after it was done, and the suppressed resolutions were in- 
formally published in a Hamburg paper with comments, I 
waited for Wardlaw to give a true ac*.count as chairman. My 
relations to Jiim were such that I could say nothing to him 
about it. The papers in this district being only weekly, in 
the mean time every sort of comment and rumor got out and 
Wardlaw made no statement. I then saw the object and how 
the matter was to be used. It was at the time privately 
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known here tx) those actively engaged in it that M'. JT Duffie 
would resign his seat. After all these occurrences I was too 
proud to come out and appear to explain with a view to ward 
off your powerful name and influence which had been, in the 
nie-an time, extensively invoked agst. me by letters as well as 
ncwspajxM- comments. It was true that I had differed widely 
with you on the course you thought proper to pursue on the 
Mexican war bill &c, and had regreted that course more on 
your own account and proper influence than anything else, 
and this was all. But I was awkwardly situated. It may be 
a weakness, but 1 have ever despised to appear to court any 
man, and as for seeking popular favour under the wing of 
any man living I scorn to do it. And nothing but strict Jus- 
tice and Truth induce me now to say any thing of the past. 
Circumstances have now tnuisplred and heen fuUy developed 
which enable me to do so and preserve every manly Senti- 
ment which it has been my pride to cherish. 

What proves that, the whole object was to effect local pur- 
|K)ses, is that Col. Elmore two weeks before the meeting at 
Edgefield in June, at a meeting in Columbia uttered precisely 
the same sentiments that I did, and advocated exactly the same 
resolutions in substance, and yet not a word of complaint has 
been suggested agst. him for his course. I have given you 
this full statement of what I did and the circumstances attend- 
ing it freely and candidly, and any thing to the contrary is 
false and was made for political effect by anonymous scrUiblers, 

I have served a portion of the people of S®. Carolina in some 
capacity or other for the last fifteen years, and I have never 
yet approached any man or set of men to seek favour or office. 
In the many trying and exciting scenes through which 1 have 
passed, as God is my Judgel I have never, for one moment, 
felt a single emotion or aspiration seperate from the honor 
and the interests of South Carolina. 

I could have received the Mission to Austria from Van 
Burcn; and you recollect in the Summer of 1843, at your 
house, \vhen Mr. Upshur Secty. of State wroto^ you on the 
subject of presenting some friend of yours for the Miasion to 
France, you urged me to allow you to present my name and 
I refused it. And when M'. Polk offered me the Mission to 
England I can proudly say that 1 am the only nian who ever 
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ref usod such an office expressly upon the avowed ground that 
^^ I could not accept it consistently with the feelings of alle- 
giance I bear my own State.'' At that time the Tariff was 
not adjusted and I would not have taken any office from the 
Federal Government. 

I have heen hy you when you needed friendsy and when to 
8t(md ly you was no gain to any man. You have received 
more flattery from others, but in our past intercoui*se I have 
nothing to regret. 

As I never expect to have any concern in public affairs 
again I felt it due to you as well as to myself that 1 should 
say what I have in relation to this matter, and to let you know, 
that however seperated our spheres may be hereafter, yet you 
shaU^ as you have ever done, command my highest regard and 
admiration. 

Very ti*uly, 

F. W. Pickens. 



Frani Wihon Lumphin, c. o. 

Athens Jan'^. 6***. 1847. 
Mr DEAR Sir I thank you for your favor of the 29'** ult 
The mode suggested by you for the further prosecution of the 
War is the one which had not only occurred to me previous 
to the reception of your letter, but I have frequently sug- 
gested it to others, and I have never conversed with an 
intelligent man on the subject, that did not concur on the sub- 
ject. The war would then be defensive on our part, and our 
Citizens generally would be better reconciled to its long con- 
tinuance. It really does appear to me, notwithstanding our 
signal success so far^ that we have really not yet advanced 
the first step towards subduing the Mexican people — but the 
itiverae, they are stronger and more detennined than ever. 
The way we have so far prosecuted the war nmst be changed, 
or it will b^ interminable. I have seen enough of the course 
of such men as Wilmot of Penn. Gordon of New York and 
various others on the floor of Congress, to satisfy me, that 
both political parties in the non-SIave-holding States, are 
firmly and fully united and resolved to prohibit the introduc- 
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tion of any more slave States into the Union, formed of Ter- 
litory which may be acquired from Mexico. It is true I have 
indulged some hope, that in the event of acquiring Territory, 
we might )>e able to fonn something like a reasonable com- 
promise on the subject. But I begin to doubt now, that the 
time is rapidly approaching, when the great struggle between 
the slave and non-slave-holding States must come up on an 
'issue which will shake our glorious confederacy to its very 
Center. My old friend, I love the Union. But I am ready to 
resist unto death, rather than to submit to the schemes, plans 
and policy of the Abolitionists and their friends and supporters 
throughout the non slaveholding States. 

Ardently as I love the Union, I consider it Valueless, when 
it is used for my oppression and destruction. 

From this time forward, we may expect the Slave question 
to Ijc the great and vital one, which will over-ride every other 
question. Our divisions will be sectional. The names of 
Whig and Democrat will lose their charms. My greatest 
apprehension is, that the South may not be as united in the 
day and hour of trial as her Enemj\ I fear the lust for power 
and place may have its influence on many of our own people. 
And that portion of the southern population who own no 
slaves generally feel very different on the subject, from the 
slave holder. 

Nothing can preserve our rights in the approaching strug- 
gle but Union in the present Congress amongst Southern men, 
(or perhaps I should say, Union in the next Congress). The 
South united can face a frowning world. Work to the point 
of uniting .the South, regardless of party names. 

I consider the new f angled scheme of Left Gen*.* &c. per- 
fectly ridiculous. It is nothing more, nor less — ^Than a self- 
ish and base scheme — designed to benefit individuals at the 
expense of the best interest of the Countiy. 

If the press and Congress have become so debased, as to 
unite in keeping light from the people, have we not reason 
to fear, that the days of our llepublic are numbered. 

The unofficial people of this country are patriotic. There- 
fore they favor a vigorous prosecution of the War. Boliov- 

1 The plau to moke Scott Hcutenant-gcncml. 
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ing as thoy do, that no other way can be devised to procure a 
speedy and honomble peace. 

From this to the close of the Session, I shall look for pro- 
ceedings in Congress with great interest. 
As Ever Yrs. 

Wilson Lumpkin 



Fn/in FitzwiUiam ByrdsaU, c. c. 

Private New York Feb^ 14"». 1847 

Dear Sir. 1 have long observed an abuse growing up in 
the Senate of the U. S. — of Scnatoi*s arraigning one another 
for the political acts or sentiments of former years. In 
my humble opinion this is not consistent with the dignity of 
the Senate, or the rights of Senators, because personalities 
should not be exhibited in that body, and because that as 
every Senator is the representative of a Sovereign State he 
is only accountable to the State he represents. 

In the recent Tournay in which M^ Turney* in the Senate 
tilted himself against You, I am much pleased with the man- 
ner in which his onset was met. It afforded a happy oppor- 
tunity of placing youi*sclf in a just point of view before the 
popular mind of the Country, for you of all public men have 
been misrepresented to and therefore misconceiviMi by the 
people. There is no man who knows you believes that your 
elevation to the presidency would be any personal ac(|uisition 
or elevation to yourself but the friends of Constitutional 
principles desire to see you in a position where these princi- 
ples could be declared and evidenced with greater effect. 
This, as regards you and the presidency is the whole stor^'. 

But your speech on the three millions Bill in its very sever- 
ity of truth and analysis — in its strict harmony with the bo.st 
rules of composition and total absence of imaginative or dic- 
tional ornament — in its grouping of facts existing and illus- 
trative, has struck a blow which cannot be resisted or returned 
in any other way than in personalities. The mercenaries of 
patronage in this city, many of whom went for Harrison in 
.^. 1840, othera who went from Van Buren to Polk in 1844 and 

1 Hopkins L. Turney, senator from Tonneasce. 
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nearly all of. whom will go from Polk to any Buccessful can- 
didatx3 in 1848 accost mc in the streets "Well what do you 
think of M^ Calhoun now?" I can assure you however that 
the best and largest portion of the people do not express them- 
selves as these mercenaries do. 

The Telegraphic news in the Herald reports M'. W^tcott as 
having said in the Senate on the 13*\ that "the democracy of 
this administration cx)nsisted of nothing more than loaves and 
fishes from the Lieutenant General down to a mere second 
lieutenant. If the people of the U. S. were only aware of the 
corruption which exists at the seat of Government they would 
tumble the President and his departments — the Congress and 
the Whigs and Democrats heels over heads together into the 
Potomac, and they would do right." 

This is very strong — stronger I suspect than the Senator 
expressed himself, but I am forced to believe from what I see 
and feel around me here, and it is painful to myself to see and 
feel it, that there is no difference in the principles of demo- 
cmts and whigs but that which governs Ins and Outs. Either 
party will resort to any means right or wrong, true or false, 
holy or wicked, pro or anti that will gain Votes. 

I sec that you are averse to the acquisition of territory from 
the populous country of Mexico, or that portion which would 
grow cotton and Sugar. Were you to go in favor of more 
territor}"^ in that direction, what an outcry would be raised 
that you wanted the whole of Mexico for slave States. There 
would be a wof ul howl among those politico philanthropists 
who really have as little regard for the negro as they have for 
republican institutions or the constitution of the United States. 
A few years ago man}' of our Barnburning Democratic Aboli- 
tionists were "Northern men with Southern principles." If 
Messrs. Van Buren and Wright had not made a miscalculation 
upon* the Texas annexation question, we should not have now 
the Preston and King movement, or the Wilmot proviso. The 
Albany dynasty had calculated that the unpopularity or weak- 
ness of the Tyler administmtion would quash annexation for 
some time. 

I dont hear a word about nullification in these days. Who 
are the nuUificrs now in the worst sense of that term? There is 

HIST 99 — VOL II 70 
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a vast difference between the nuUifiers of an unconstitutional 
tax law, and the nullifiers of our system of Government. 

An old man once said to his son, that if he wanted revenge 
upon his enemies to pray for long life and if granted, he 
would see enough respecting all of them to satisfy his desire. 
I think that if your life is spared a few years longer, you will 
see all those men overthrown who for nearly a ({uarter of a 
century have systematically and by corrupt politiail machin- 
ery operated to pervert .the democratic party and the legisla- 
tion of the Union. You were an obstacle in their way 
upward, therefore they injured you in every possible manner, 
and it would seem to be a trait of human nature that the 
injurer never forgives. 

I rejoice to learn by the papers that Senator Lewis is recov- 
ering his health. I have felt much anxiety about him and 
would have written to him but feared that it might be an 
intrusion upon a sick man. 

In conclusion — Every day's experience and reflection satis- 
fies me that if the Governmental principles advocated by you 
shall not prevail — Our system of Government will not be of 
long duration. 

Yours with profound Respect 

F. W. Byrdsall 



From John Tyler. o. o. 

Sherwood Forest, 
Charles City County V March 23, 1847 
My Dear Sir 1 feel it to be due to myself to enclose you 
the New York Mirror of the 13'** Inst, and to direct your 
attention to that poi*tion of an article which I have designated 
by ink lines. I do this for the single purpose of declaring 
the entire falsity of the publication, most especially so far as 
it ascribes to me any unfriendly intentions towards you while 
you were a member of my Cabinet, or the knowledge of any 
plot or machination on the part of others of a character inju- 
rious to you. So far from this I do not hesitate to say that 
from the time of your acceptance of the Secretary-ship of 
State to the close of my Administration, you possessed my 
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entire confidence, and that had it been otherwise you would 
have been informed of it from my own lips. I held no con- 
sultation as to Cabinet appointments and most generally they 
were not announced to others until they were irrevocably 
made. Such was the fact in your own case. My object 
throughout was by calling the highest talents to my Cabinet, 
to secure myself through great public measures an honomblc 
mention in history. Whether this object has been accom- 
plished or not the future alone can determine. The assump- 
tion of motive which is made to me by this libellous writer 
for calling you to the Cabinet, you are as well aware as myself 
to be wholly unfounded. 

I have abstained from noticing the numberless attacks which 
have been made upon me as well since as before I left office, 
but in this instance I have deem'd it proper to break my uni- 
form silence. 

With best wishes for your health and happiness 
I am y'rs &c 

John Tylbk 



Fro^th Dvff Orecn. o. c. 

Washington 6**» April 1847 
Mr DEAR Sir Yours of the 29*** [28] is before me. It is, 
under the peculiar circumstances, most gratifying to me to 
be thus assured of your confidence and regard. If I know 
my own heart, its first wish, connected with public affairs is 
to see you in the position for which your superior qualifica- 
tions, your eminent public services, and public and private 
virtues give you claims greater than any other pei*son. I 
need not say to you, that no one has a higher respect for 
your character, and that no one places a higher estimate on 
}'our friendship. Knowing that 1 have at all times suffered 
persecution, because your political' adversaries feared that my 
influence would be exerted for your advancement, the sug- 
gestion that those who are recognised .as your friends wanted 
confidence in me, was calculated to wound me, in proportion 
to the claims which my fidelity, my services and my sacrifices 
gave me upon them. No one else could so well urge those 
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claims because no one else so well knows on what tbey rest, 
as you do. You know that I have never pei*mitted my own 
private interests or pei*sonal preferences to control my sense 
of public duty. In the case to which you refer in 1840 you 
know that when I found that Blair and Hives had induced 
both Lewis and Pickens to become candidates for Speaker, 
with an understanding that your friends were to vote for 
them as printers I told you that I would not ask you to aid 
my Election As printer. I. saw then and told you that your 
young friends in Congress were making a position for them- 
selves in the dominant party at your expense and at the 
expense of your principles. I have since seen the selfishness 
of others, and I am frank to say that one of the inducements 
with me to publish a paper is to counteract that tendenc}*^ on 
the part of those who have acted with you, towards lieing 
absorbed by the majority. I would now, while your influence 
is active create an interest which will control for good the 
future elements of party: 

I have always known that you acted then (1840) as you 
have on all other occasions from a high sense of your duty 
to the country. I appreciate the influence which the hu\8 of 
your political associates had upon your own judgment, and 
altho I regretted then and have ever since, your reconciliation 
with Van Buren, I have abated nothing of my attachment 
confidence or respect for you, personally and politically. 

After writing to you T saw Gn* Gadsden, and conversed 
with him on the subject of the paper, and he suggested that- 
my best plan was to issue a prospectus and call upon the 
south to aid me. lie said that the objection had been made 
in Charleston that all was quiet until you came, and that their 
movement had not been responded to in any other place. I 
wrote by him to M' Holmes and have not heard from either 
of them. I confess that it does appear to me that the South 
are a doomed people, and I am compelled to ask myself, why 
should I who have so little in common with them take upon 
myself the advocacy of their interests? I confess to you 
further that 1 cannot close my eyes to the fact that this leth- 
argy in the South indicates a state of indifference which, with 
the fixed opposition to you in influential quarters, greatly 
discourages me. I can see that to avail ourselves of Gen* 
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Taylor's position and popularity we may by uniting your 
friends and his give a direction to the next Presidential Elec- 
tion greatly to strengthen the position of the South, but I aooi 
unwilling to take on myself the responsibility of such a move- 
ment. Taylor is a slave holder, and should the V* Election 
go against them the Whigs will nominate him. This will 
probably bo followed by the nomination of an abolition Can- 
didate. It is our interest to commit the Whigs against Abo- 
lition and wo should hold a position which will prompt all 
parties to look to us as controlling the future. 

It has been suggested that the people should in primary 
assemblies nominate you and Taylor. — If your friends wera 
to do this, the Whigs might nominate Taylor and thus com- 
plicate our position. My own view is that as yet we should 
hold the nomination in reserve, put the questions in issue fully 
and forcibly before the people, and select our candidate for 
the South, when public sentiment is more fully developed. 

I have closed a satisfactory arrangement for the sale of a 
part of my mountain property. The paities reside in Phil* 
and are highly respectable and wealthy. They go to see the 
property this week and make the pay* upon the report of their 
Geologist, which cannot be otherwise than satisfactory. I 
will then be in funds and can publish a paper on my own 
account but, before 1 act in the matter wish to hear from you 
relative to Gen* Taylor's position. 

Yours truly Duff Grern 



Frairi Alescander Bovrie,^ c. o. 

Taladega, Ala. 13 Apl. 1847. 
My dear Sir, I trust that you will not feel it as a cruel 
infliction to receive a letter, now and then, from an old and 
constant friend — more especially as I shall not write but when 
something connected with your own prospects, or those long 
cherished principles which 1 first learned from you, bears 
heavily on my mind. 

1 AlcxAndcr Bowie, a prominent South CaroIlnA lawyer, hod emigrated to Alabama In 
1835, and had been chancellor of the northern division of that State from 1830 to 1845. 
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The events of the last winter in Washington, have made a 
deep and lasting impression upon your friends here, and I 
presume every where. Such has been the effect produced 
here, that already we begin to feel that we no longer belong 
to the Democratic party — indeed, the party has, substantially, 
oiti*acised i/«, as Tom Richey *'et id omne genus" have served 
or endeavored to serve you. What shall we do? We can 
never be Whigs, until they repudiate the political doctrines 
which they have heretofore advocated. If we should attempt 
a party organization on our own principles, we should find 
otirselves a third party, weaker than either of the others, and 
an object of bitter hostility, to both. Indeed, our political 
creed would differ but little, if any, from that professedly 
embraced by the Democratic party, it would however as I 
think, be more honestly professed and more faithfully acted 
out. 1 have long been satisfied that the present organization 
of parties in the United States has been an unfortunate one. 
Thousands of those who were a few years ago most excellent 
State rights republicans, are now Federal Whigs. Many, who 
fifteen years ago, were prepared to peril life, property and 
every thing but freedom, in opposition to a protective tariff, 
have since found themselves battling, side by side, with the 
champions of the restrictive policy. Such, however, is the 
unavoidable consequence of party organization. Accident 
often determines the adoption of a measure, when party obliga- 
tions compel us to espouse it, even though it be opposed to 
our preconceived and most cherished principles. In our gov- 
ernment, it seems to me, the only sensible and legitimate divi- 
sion of parties is by the line which separates the State rights 
doctrine from that of consolidation. Upon this base, were 
parties first organized in our country, and I think it is deeply 
to be deplored that that organization was ever broken up. If 
we could have a reorganization of parties, assuming the old 
names, or new names with the old principles, many Whigs 
here (and I doubt not, elsewhere) would join us. In this 
County, you have some strong friends in the Whig ranks; but 
they are old State rights men, who find that they are in a false 
lX)sition. It is all important that upon the Slavery question 
the South should be united — and it is one of the most melan- 
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choly ejffects of our present party divisions that even a com- 
mon danger will hardly produce a cordial union. If we were 
now, as we once were, either Republicans or Federalists, 
there would be but little division in the South. 

But it is vain, 1 fear, to talk about now-organiising parties — 
we have not the power to do it, and I suppose we must submit 
to things as we find them. My object in beginning this letter 
was to assure you of the unabated confidence of your friends 
here.; and to ask you, if it will not be too great a tax on your 
time, to give me your views as to the proper policy to be pur- 
sued, in the present state of things, by those who have been 
heretofore called *' Calhoun Democrats". There is no political 
event we desire more than to see you elevated to the presi- 
dency — yet, with your known principles and feelings, we 
scarcely believe such an event to be possible. By the by, I 
have often, of late ycara, been reminded of a prophecy upon 
that subject uttered to me, by the late Felix Grundy of Ten- 
nessee, some thirty five years ago. He spent a night with us 
at old Mr. Wardlaw's, where I boarded. He was on his 
return from Congress during the last war with England. I 
was indulging in a little enthusiastic admimtion both of you 
and Mr. Clay, and predicting that you would both fill the 
presidential office. Mr. Grundy, agreeing with my enconiums, 
said, in very nearly these words, '^I think you will find your- 
self mistaken — neither Mr. Calhoun nor Mr. Clay will ever 
be President of these United States — and I now predict fur- 
ther, that after the last Revolutionary character, who is quali- 
fied for the station, shall have filled the office, a fii*st rate 
statesman will never attain it — such a man will never sell him- 
self to a party; and therefore can never be elected." So far 
his prediction has been verified; and although I do not believe 
that the mantle of £lijah fell upon his shoulders; yet I have 
awful fears that he guessed the truth. 

May we not hope to see you at our house next autumn? 

You promised me you would make your next trip to Alabama 

by this route. Excuse this rambling epistle, and with kind 

regards to Mi*s. Calhoun, believe me 

Your sincere friend, 

A. Bowie. 
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From R. K. CralU. o. o. 

Elwah Cottogc, April 18"^ 1847 
Mt dear Sir: 1 have delayed answering your favour of 
the 22'^*' ult. until I could hear and see more from various 
sections of the State as to the probable course of public 
affairs. Enough is now developed to warrant the conclusion 
drawn in your note of the 6"* inst which has just reached me. 
Ignoble cowardice and an inordinate love of office have pre- 
vailed over every honorable sense, truth, justice, consistency 
and patriotism. The dread of being in a minority is far more 
powerful than the love of truth; and manly independence 
succumbs to the hope and expectation of plunder. 

Such is the spectacle presented by the State of Virginia. 
Her Politicians, with some few honorable exceptions, have 
been so long under the controul of Ititchie, that abject sub- 
serviency seems to have become a part of their very natures. 
Had your friends maintained firmly the stand they took at 
the meeting in Richmond, I have no doubt the state could 
have been preserved from the fatal tymnny of a Natioiml 
Convention; but the time when the meeting was held was 
most unpropitious — immediatel}' pi*eceeding an election in 
the result of which many of its membera had a direct and 
strong peraonal interest. Without organization, or the means 
to make their* influence to be felt immediately, and uncertain 
of the final result of (in open and bold stand, they were 
foolishly led to compromise every thing by yielding that 
which gives to their enemies complete controul now and for 
the future. Harvie and Seddon and Bocock seem alone to 

have maintained themselves. 
This is all most shameful, nay, disgraceful; — and is enough 

to make a man forswear politics altogether. Hut the end is 
not yet. The result of the election next Thursday * will pre- 
sent some reliable data for future calculations. If it go 
against the Hunkers (and I am strongly inclined to this opin- 
ion) it may present hopes favourable to a future and more 
auspicious organization of Parties. The. dominant Party will 
perceive its need of our assistance, and may be induced to 
reconsider its stringent and exclusive rules of discipline — 

1 The Virginia election of April 22. 
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principles they have none. But if they carry the State^ it 
seems to me that no favoui*able calculation can be made on 
the State for the future. We must be put down as the serv- 
ile and obedient vassals of the Albany Regency; unless, 
indeed, some new question arise to arouse the public mind 
from the stupor that enthmls it — or some popular favourite 
to sever the bonds that bind us. 

As to the former, I had entertained hopes from the great 
issues involved in the Wilmot Proviso, and presented in your 
llesolutions. Kut as you well observe in your note of the 
6*** inst. these are virtually surrendered when the election of 
of tlie Chief Magistrate is given up to the Cabal called a 
National Convention. Their selection determines the person, 
and their imjynmateiir endorses the principles of the candi- 
date. So that even this tremendous question gives phice to 
the engrossing matter of power and plunder. Indeed it is 
much to bo doubted, (I speak of course in reference to this 
State alone, as to the other Slave States it may be othei*wise) 
whether the naked issues involved in the Wilmot Proviso 
would, of themselves, suffice to overthrow the despotism of 
Party — : for a very large portion (the tmns-Alleghany) of 
the State is, I fear ripe for the measure, howevoi* the fact 
may be concealed from motives of Party prudence. The fear 
of losing the vote of the State in the Presidential Election 
alone, I am inclined to think, prevents both factions in the 
west from showing their hands. As to the Richmond Junto, 
looking as they do solely to the possession of power and the 
plunder it secures, I hesitate not to express the opinion that 
they will side with the majority, even should that threaten 
the safety of our domestic institution as it exists, — much less 
its extension to new Territor3\ Indeed, so completely' have 
they stultified the public mind, that you cannot even bring 
intelligent men to look the question fully in the face. They 
are too much engaged about the election of Presidents to 
think or to reason like men. This is tme of both factions, 
and if the disease exist to the same extent in other states we 
shall keep easily under the yoke, without even sufficient vir- 
tue to enter a protest; much less to resist as becomes men the 
daring assault on our rights, honour and liberty. 



/ 
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The other alternative presented in tlio monil weight of some 
popular favourite is hazardous in the extreme, as our own 
past history sufliciently proves; to say nothing of the histories 
of other popular Governments. That favourite must he a 
military Chief, None other, without some great change in 
the temper and spirit of our People, can ever hope again to 
weal sufficient power over the masses. If such a man be taken 
up, and through his influence the vile machinery of the Factions 
that infest the state be deranged or broken up, what security 
have we against the common destiny of all Republics? Jack- 
son might have fixed the Government on a firm basis for a 
century at least had his viilue kept pace with his popularity, 
or his judgment been equal to his energy. Hut while he over- 
threw the Federal Oligarchy, he allowed himself to be used 
as the [vx/rd mvmng] tool of the worst of all factions — Tlie 
Spoils Party — the very men who had most bitterly denounced 
him, and left us as a legacy ignorance, vice, insolence and 
anarchy. 

It is true, we may all entertain better hopes of Genl. Taylor, 
who, it seems is fast rising into notice and threatening the 
aspiitmti of the present corrupt and imbecile dynasty. I see 
it stated ia the Public Papers that you have retired from the 
contest and advised your friends to mlly to his support. Is 
this true 1 I shall not attempt to dissuade you or oifer counsel ; 
but while I feel it to be absolutely necessary for the safety of 
our institutions that the present infamous dynasty should be 
utterly overthrown and extirpated, I am by no means certain 
that the election of Genl. Taylor will secure it. Should the 
Plunderers find him too strong to be resisted, they will, as in 
the C4ise of Jackson, immediately sheathe their poison poign- 
ards, and salute him with a kiss, though it l>e that of Judas. 
This they will certainly do; and looking forward still to the 
future, will endeavour at the siune time to preserve their vile 
machinery of Conventions and Caucuses for future use. If 
he be of the tone or temper of Jackson, he will, like him, pass 
through the fire to Molech, and leave corruption and despotism 
as our perpetual heritage. 

On the other hand, if they stand out, and the opposing 
faction take him up, as they will do, it will be with aims not 
very dissimilar. Already you see, from the late nomination 
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in Philadelphia when John Sargeant and othei's of that ilk 
figured most prominently, that a National Convention is to 
pass its final and authoritative judgment. Thus you perceive 
that they too are for preserving, in the first place^ the same 
iniquitous machinery, and doubtless for the same iniquitous 
pui*pose. The fact is, that little and bad men cannot rise 
without the use of this lever; and therefore little and bad 
men, (and who amongst the low and debased leaders of the two 
Factions can be placed out of this category,) will stand by it 
to the last. In fighting for it, they are contending for their 
very existence. 

In no case, therefore, could we, I think, safely or consist- 
ently support Gen. Taylor, but as a Candidate distinctly 
opiK)scd to these infernal machines, which have already cor- 
rupted the public virtue and prostrated the most conservative 
principles of the Constitution. That he will have it in his 
Power as President to reform, to a great extent, the abuses 
and corruptions of the Government, I have no doubt; but the 
sincerity of his purposes should l)c tested by an open and 
undisguised denunciation of that vile system of President- 
making &c. which, more than all other causes combined, has 
led to these abuses and corruptions. If he will do this, his 
election, with your support, will be certain; and the conse- 
quent benefits to the Country incalculable. Will he do this? 
Will he throw himself upon the People, instead of the ignoble 
knot of political hucksters who have sold and enslaved them if 

If you retire from the contest, however, and under the 
present aspect of affairs, I cannot undertake to dissuade you, 
I, for one, shall have no more to do with public matters; but 
retire forever from the arena, to the calm pursuits of literary 
and agricultuml labour. I see the tendency of the public 
feeling is towards Taylor every where. It is eminently so in 
this section. This is what I [word missing] and predicted in 
my letter to you the Session before the last This Mexican 
war I felt assured was destined to produce a new litter of 
military Heroes and Presidents, The prophecy is in a course 
of fulfilment. For your oton reputation I never believed that 
the Presidency was worth the pursuit; or that patronage and 
power could add anything to your fame. Still, for the sake 
of the Country and its Institutions, I desired much to see you 
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in the Chief Magistracy. Your retirement, if indeed, you 
have retired from the contest, will not deprive me of the hope; 
for with your regular and temperate habits, I do not doubt 
but that your physical and mental energies will remain unim- 
paired for many years to come. I shall, therefore, still live 
under the hope that when I vote for a President^ it will still 
be for John C. Calhoun. I shall, most surely^ vote for no 
other, though the dead rise to bid me. 

Blackford will publish your remarks next week. They 
would have appeared before but for the pi'cssure of local elec- 
tioneering matter, and military despatches. 

I wish most ardently that you and your family could spend 
the summer or fall months with us in the mountains. I have 
had considerable additions made to my House, and, by August, 
could give you very passable accommodations. Such a trip 
would serve much to strengthen and recreate you. Write to 
me as soon as this reaches you, as I am very anxious to know 
your views aiid purposes after seeing the Papers last night. 
Mi*s. C. joins me in affectionate regard to yourself Mrs. C. 
and Miss C. Mary is at school in Richmond. 
Very truly yours &c 

II. K. CllALL^.. 



From Peter S. Smiths c. o. 

Philadelphia, Apl. 24, 1847. 

Dkar Sir, Admiring and approving your recently pub- 
lished sentiments with reference to the elections of future 
Presidents from and by the People, at the instance of the 
American Executive Committee of' the State of Penns3'lvania 
of which I have the honor to be Chairman, I respectfully 
inquire whether, should it be tendered to you and that unani- 
mously, you are disposed to accept the nomination of Presi- 
dent of the United States from the National Native American 
Convention to assemble at Pittsburg, Pa. on the second tues- 
day of May ensuing, for the purpose of designating Candi- 
dates for President and Vice President of the United States? 

The Candidates to be nominated as the Peoples' Candidates 

1 An indorecment in Calhoun's kimd writing records this letter as " received too lalo to 
be answered in time." 
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and to be supported by the great American Party of the 
Country, as the standard-bearers of the National principle, 
that to preserve and perpetuate our Republican Institutions, 
Tlie American Bom viust Hide America. 

I am Sir Very Respectfully your friend 

Peter Skene ( ?) Smith 



Frovi James Hamilton, o. o. 

Charleston April 24, 1847. 

My Dear Sir. If I have not written you before it has been 
the result of my having been for the last two Months on the 
move in my Journey to Texas and on my retuni home. Your 
coui'80, the vindictive attacks which have been made on you, 
the admirable ability with which you have sustained the one, 
and the finnncss and dignity with which you repelled the 
other have commanded my alternate sympathy and augmented 
Regard. 

On my return home, 1 found with few exceptions the Demo- 
cratic press of Georgia was in full cry against you and among 
the most mbid and clamorous was the Columbus Times edited 
by a Son of the late M'. Forsyth. 

You have some very devoted friends in Columbus who hap- 
pen to comprise the most intelligent and respectable people in 
that place. As soon as they learnt my return from Texas they 
sent for me to come up to Coliunbus and to consider how these 
attacks were to be repelled. At their suggestion I went to 
the Hotel and sketched an article, which I send you which 
however militant in its tone the Editor was compelled to pub- 
lish. It is only an introductory Fire vindicating your Motvoes 
from the unworthy imputations cast upon them. The defence 
of your course and opinion I reserve for a moment of greater 
leisure and a more convenient season under proper provocation. 
I mean when I take it in hand to make it effective if I can. 

I am just from N Orleans the focus of all the Rays which 
are there converging from the Valley of the West to make 
Ocn* Taylor rrosidont. His jmrtisans are almost universally 
your friends and the most intelligent surrender, or mthcr are 
inclined to surrender your claims rather from necessity than 
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choice because they believe that tiie ^xipularity of the old 
Gen* will alone enable the Countiy to relieve itself of the con- 
joint and infamous burdens of Hunkerism and abolitionism. 

A Relative of Gen* Tayloi*'s came to see me when I was in 
Now Orleans and frankly told me that he greatly preferiHl 
you to his kinsman for the Presidency but under your recent 
rupture with the Democrats and the total alienation of the 
Northern Whigs from you on a/c of your position on the 
Wilmot Proviso your election was altogether hopeless altho 
if Gen* Taylor was out of the field he had no doubt you would 
get a uiajority of the Slave States in the Union. 

In these opinions I entirely concur. He then went on to say 
that Gen* Taylor would not accept he believed ^ party nomi- 
nation or even the nomination of a National Convention. If 
elected by the spontaneous Voice of the people he might serve. 
This Gentleman moreover remarked with some emphasis — If 
without specific guarantees but under a pledge to do his duty to 
the whole Country according to the dictates of his own con- 
science the old Genl. received the support of the highly tal- 
ented party of M^ Calhoun (the most talented and chivalrous 
as he was pleased to say in the Country) he and his friends 
would have a fair share in the Gov' of the Countiy and in the 
direction of its public measures. M}' reply to him was that 
next to yourself, I should certainly prefer the election of Gen* 
Taylor, because 1 believed he was an honest Man with a kind 
heart and a clear head. But I could give no assurances of 
support without consulting my Carolina friends with whom I 
was resolved to act undei* all circumstunoen aiid oaidingencies. 

Now My Dear Sir What arc we to do? With Gen* Taylor 
in the Field you cannot be elected and even if he is withdrawn 
(of which there is not the smallest prospect for his friends will 
force him into the canvass) your election would be doubtful 
and could only be consummated after a tremendous struggle 
in the 11. of B. 

The Question then arises shall we stand off and permit the 
Genl. to pass into the hands of the Whigs or by a timely ten 
der of our adhesion endeavor to organise a New National 
Republican party on a broad basis sufficiently broad under 
the adjustment of the tariff, internal improvements. Bank, 
and rejection and negation of the Wilmot provisio to admit of 
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Crittenden and yourself taking part in the Gov* of the 
Country. 

I shall write to two of Gen* Taylor's friends (in immediate 
communication with him) to take the ground that he will 
accept no jparty nmninatian Nor will he entertain for one 
moment a consideration whether he will accept the presidency 
until the War 'loith Mexico is closed. This will give us time 
to shape our Measures but the question again presses home 
what shall these measures be? We must not lag too far in 
the rear or we shall lose all influence in controlling public 
measures. Or shall we let this Military tempest rage, stand 
aside and take no part in its power or its agitations? 

I cannot perceive how a Man of your power whether in or 
out of Congress can take no part in the public affairs of the 
Country. Your influence would be as certain altho as silent 
as the Laws of Gravitation. It is the irresistible destiny of 
Genius, and it remains for you to decide how you will use 
that power in an entirely new State of things. Write inmie- 
diately in reply directed to Savannah Geo. 

I remain My Dear Sir with esteem Faithfiilly and respcy 

yours, 

J. Hamilton. 



Frmn R. B. RJiett. c. c. 

June 21, 1847. 

My Deab Sir I have very little communication here with 
the Cabinet Ministers: but I have found by relatives, and con- 
ferences with the President himself, and without giving you 
authority, I will tell you what I suppose to be the present 
probability as to future events. 

In the fii-st place, they are still full of the idea of conquer- 
ing a peace: That will not be dispelled, until the City of 
Mexico is taken, and no peace preceeds or follows its capture. 
Should however, the administration be disappointed, in con- 
quering a peace with the money at their command, I do not 
think they will come to Congress to ask another loan. They 
will adopt a policy consistent with the ordinary [moves?] of 
the Government, and that policy must be, the one you sug- 
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gcsted and advised at the last Congress: It will be a bitter 
pill to many of them, but it will be swallowed rather than 
meet worse consequences. Altho' as you suggested there is 
a large Party growing up in the United States, who are for 
taking the whole of Mexico/ the President 1 do not think will 
support it. Old Ritchie would if for no other reason, bcauise 
you are opposed to it. Benton and Silas Wright altho now 
not prepared for it, might rally on this ground, believing it, 
a popular one; and as a good set-off to the Wilmot Proviso 
blunder. Walker Mason and Clifford in the Cabinet, will be 
opposed to it. Cave Johnson will do as Polk does; and he 
will not I am satisfied go for any such policy. 1 think then, 
matters will stand thus. If we get a peace, then the Wilmot 
Proviso must come up in the Senate, and the treaty be rejected, 
unless the South is false to itself. This will break up the 
Democmtic Party, and disgmce the Administration. If on 
the contrary, no peace is obtained, then, the administmtion is 
compelled to adopt your policy— worse to them, so far as their 
desires are concerned, than such a disgi*ace. In either event, 
the war-makei^ have little to gain, by the progress of things. 

I enclose you a letter I have rec** from Lewis McLane, to 
show you his opinion as to our supporting Taylor. As soon 
as I hear from Gen*. Davis I will communicate with j^ou, but 
Gov. Brown from Mississippi told me a week or so ago, that 
Gen^ Davis said that Taylor is as sound on the Tariff Ques- 
tion as you are. He is also said to be opposed to a U. S. 
Bank. We may be driven to support Taj'lor; but I fear the 
Whigs will render it impossible by nominating him as their 
candidate, by a National Convention. Thinking they au\ elect 
Taylor anyhow, they will insist on making the election a Whig 
affair. Scott is in furious Dudgeon (itTrist^s Mission,' whilst 
the administmtion hate both him and Taylor. It is a hard 
case, that after all, as the consummation of their policy, they 
may be compelled to make these men or to make you; per- 
haps both. Some of them may grow grey or crazy, under 
such intolerable retribution. 

You seem to suppose that I am not to be a member of the 

1 See the article by Prof. E.G. Bourne, on the United States and Mexico, 1847-1848, in 
the American Historical Review, V, 491. 
*The mission of Nicholas P. Trist, sent to negotiate a peace with Mexico. 
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coming Congress. I have not ^^resigned^^ as you say: but 
only decline a re-election in 1848. By this time I suppose 
the present troubled aspect of public affairs will be settled — 
either for our relief, or permanent endurance. 
Believe me Yours Very sincerely 

R B Rhett 



I^rom FUzwilliam ByrdaaU. c. c. 

Private. New York July 19*^ 1847 

Dear Sir, You expressed yourself in the Senate of the 
U. S. to the purport — that the Mexican war was the com- 
mencement of a new career in our political history, which 
precluded your View into the future. I was much impressed 
with the force and beauty of the dcclamtion at the time you 
uttered it, and since then, the idea your words conveyed, has 
remained indelibly traced upon my memory. 

This war has given additional excitement to the fanaticism 
of Abolition, and has already divided the republican party of 
the North within itself, as well as almost placed it antagonis- 
tically towards the Southern portion. The battle fields of 
Mexico have also introduced Gen^ Taylor to the people o^ 
the United States, as the most prominent candidate for the 
presidency in 1848, and how many more candidates for that 
high Office are to come from the same source in future times, 
who can tell? It is remarkable too, in this era of anti war 
societies, evangelical unions, anti slavery Conventions, mutual 
guarantee associations and propagandism of philanthropy that 
a war chief should stand high in the estimation of these modern 
crusaders, and that the partizans of every kind of movement, 
are much taken with the notion of a no party candidate, i. e. 
no movement at all. But with all this eclat about a no party, 
or all parties Candidate, it is very evident that Gcn^ Tayloi* 
is not the first choice of those who have hitherto controlled 
the action of the two great political parties. There are other 
public men that the politicians would greatly prefer to him, 
but they will yield to the popular will, when they cannot with 
safety to their selfishness do otherwise. Now, although 1 do 
not consider the elevation of a military commander to the 
highest office in the Republic, as a desirable object as respects 
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republican Institutions like ours, yet under existing circum- 
stances, with Wilmot provisoes, vicious organizations of politi- 
cal parties Ac Ac. it may be tiiat Gen*. Taylor is the best man 
to break up those long standing corrupt organizations, which 
have exercised more despotism over the citizen than ever ex- 
isted under any other constitutional Government. If Gen\ 
Taylor is disposed to exert the influence and patronage of the 
Executive department to this end, ho would deserve the grati- 
tude of every friend of freedom of suffrage, and I would pre- 
fer him to all other men that I know of, save one. 

The recent batch of political manifestoes of the great I am 
Thomas H. Itenton, together with the billing and cooings be- 
tween the Wilmot proviso Democrats and the abolitionists, 
have greatly invigorated the hopes and desires of the Van 
Buren myrmidons as respects a restoration of the Albany Re- 
gency Bourbons in the person of Silas Wright. They speak 
confidently of his being the Candidate of the party in 1848, 
that with him the State of New York can be carried, and '^as 
goes the State goes the Union." They allege that the loss by 
the Argus faction, will be more than made up in other quar- 
ters; — and besides, there is some prospect of a reconciliation. 
There is evidently ah under current movement on foot amongst 
the managci*s, and no effort will be loft untried to regain 
ascendancy, or to triumph in working a defeat. 

Party Organizations, as managed, are the cui*se of the 
Union. Their operation is calculated to afford demonstration 
to the world, that the beautiful thcoiy of representative Gov- 
ernment is Utopian. The least Virtuous of our politicians in 
secret cliques and combinations, contiive, by packing the 
Conventions, to controU the nominations, while there is at 
all times, a concert of action amongst them to keep, the most 
high minded and capable men in the back ground. For many 
years you, and all your unflinching friends in this part of the 
Union, have been jealously guarded against, for there has 
grown up, nurtured by the partizans of Van Buren, Benton, 
Wright and C^. a hostile feeling towards you in the minds of 
many otherwise well meaning men, which amounts at this 
day to a fixed prejudice, with which no facts or reasonings 
can prevail. Have you not for years been opposed by the 
organized presses of these politicians? Has not every meas- 
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ure you advocated been resisted to the uttermost, without 
regard to the principles avowed by the party? How many 
men in the Senate have risked encountering you as a 
means to recommend themselves to favor or popularity, or to 
make themselves great, like as in the fable of the frog and 
the Ox? Without going fa[r]ther back than the last session 
of Congress, if Benton, Cass, Turney, or any of your antago- 
nists had prevailed against you, the presses of the organiza- 
tion would have fulminated a yell of triumph throughout the 
land, the echoes of which would not have ceased during your 
life time; for in one sentence, you are the object of the 
malignity of three of the worst, passions of human nature, 
namely, the selfish ambition of your political foes, the avarice 
of the protectionists and \h^ farudidmi of the abolitionists? 
But it is greatly to your credit that you nobly sustained your- 
self through every trial; it is greatly to the honor of the 
State you represent that she has stood by you while opposed 
by all sorts of organizations of political and selfish interests, 
and which would have probably overwhelmed any other man 
of any other State. Nevertheless, the most wonderful feature 
of your career is, that notwithstanding all the above adverse 
circumstances, and even more, you have fixed upon the Amer- 
ican mind, your views of Constitutional powers, your ideas of 
Republican Government, your principles of political economy, 
more extensively than all your Competitors or Cotemporaries. 
Yet this is not all, there are thousands of politicians who in 
these days are in favor of the constitutional expositions they 
formerly condemned, while they still retain the animosity 
towards the exponent, which his course then excited. For 
myself, I avow the fact that to no man of the dead or the 
living do I feel that I am so much indebted for a proper com- 
prehension of our system of Government, as yourself. 

Your recent speech, which you delivered in Chai'leston,^ is 
of timely import to the Southern States. It presents to 
them their true position in the confederacy, and the dangers 
to which they are exposed. No division should be there on 
the old party grounds about the presidency, but all should 
unite for the one great object of placing the Veto power of 

1 March 0, 1847, Works, iv. 882-896. 
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the constitution in the hands of a faithful Southern man. 
Let me tell you here, that the anti southern Democrats in 
this pai*t of the Union, are looking foi*ward to the death of 
the defender of the constitution, and calculating upon their 
future success after that event. ^^ After him" say they, 
/Hhere never will be another John C. Calhoun to stand boldly 
up in the defence of Southern slavery." ''The wish is father 
to the thought," and that it exists in high quarters 1 give 
you proof by naming W"*. F. Havemeyer the ex mayor of 
. New York, as one of those who has uttered those words. 
There is truth in them too. 

Some time ago, 1 was in ^opes that the Republican party 
would have a majority of States in the next House of Rep. 
but with Florida since lost, Georgia and N. Hampshire 
equally divided, I doubt the policy of sending the election of 
president to that body in 1848. If the Republican party 
should have a majority of States, and were you one of three 
candidates before the House, I cannot doubt the result, for 
with the intelligent members who ai*c friendly to you (no 
other public man Standing so high in the estimation of the 
virtuous and intelligent men of our pai*ty,) and the Whigs, 
who certainly prefer you to any of the opposing candidates 
of their party, your success would be almost inevitable. For 
many years you have been my first choice for that office. 1 
know of no other man who deserves it so well of the whole 
country, but a crisis has arrived which enjoins us to take no 
step in that direction, unless we have light upon our path, 
unless we have a candidate with the popular prestige of suc- 
cess. It appears to me that the path you have indicaited for 
the south, would lead to General Taylor for the next presi- 
dency. I think we can elect him by the popular Vote. In 
that event, God grant for the safety of the Union that he 
may prove to be all that the true hearts of the Republic 
anxiously and patriotically desire. 

The Hon. Dixon H. Lewis of Alabama has had a short 
sojourn in the city of New York. It is not my wont to call 
on public men when they are en route in this section of coun- 
try. 1 never did so when Jackson, Van Buren, Tyler, Polk 
and others of distinction were here, but M^ Lewis merits 
from me grateful consideration and I visited him twice with 
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much gratification to myself. I regret that circumstances 
prevented me from evincing those attentions to him which 
would have afforded pleasing recollections to mo. His frank- 
ness and kind heartedness are so evident as to ensure him a 
passport to the best feelings of every body. He went about 
our city and its environs considerably. I do not recollect an 
instance of a public man that left more favorable impressions 
upon those who came in contact with him than he has. At a 
meeting of the farmer's club, he descanted upon his own 
agricultural experience and observation, in a way that pleased 
many of the auditors some of whom have since highly com- 
mended the original yet common sense chai*acter of the Views 
he expressed. The Tammany Society learning that he was 
not an ordinary minded man, but one attracting popularity 
and notice, not only from the Citizens, but also from its rival 
body the Texas and Oregon association, sent a deputation to 
him with an invitation to become a brother of the Columbian 
order, which he acceded to, and was regularly initiated into 
that Society, the over twenty Sachems of which, are nearly 
all of the Van Buren and Wright Kidney. Stmnge as it may 
seem, the rival factions united temporarily on him to a cer- 
tain extent^ and he became for a time, a soi*t of Lion to the 
two sets of Democrats; one set in favor of nominating him 
for the Vice presidency with Silas Wright for the presidency, 
the other set for him for the same office with Gen*. Cass; both 
sets calculating that a Vice presidential candidate from the 
State of Alabama, would be from the right section of the 
Union to run with their man, especially as M**. Lewis is well 
known as a friend of M^ Calhoun, of course'^ his nomination 
would draw all the friends of the Carolinian. As to the 
motives of either set, I confiess my want of faith in N. Y. 
politicians, and could more readily believe that enmity to M'. 
Calhoun is at the bottom of these matters, that to work upon 
the self love of M". Lewis, a common feature of all men, is 
not the most difficult method of accomplishing an alienation 
between friends. 

In connection with these remarks, it may be well to exam- 
ine the political characters of those whose names are attached 
to the letter inviting him to a public dinner. The list com- 
prises some of the best names auiongst our merchants, but 
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them I shall pass over to get at the politicians; and first I 
shall give you the Van Buren men of the a^iti SotUheJvi stamp. 
Viz. J. J. Coddington— Elijah F. Purdy— W™. llavemeyer— 
Cha*. A Secor — James Conner — A. Vanderpoel — B. J. Mes- 
serolo — Andrew Carrigan — Niol Gray — ^Tho*. B. Tappan — 
W"». C. Bryantr-F. W. Edmonds— Nathaniel Jarvis— J. 
M*. CuUough— Theodore Sedgewick— D. D. Field— J. J. Cisco — 
J. J. Westerveltr-A. H. Mickle— W". A. Walker— Robert 
H. Ludlow — Edward Sandford — ^Thomas C. Fields — Heniy 
NicoU— Cha*. P. Brown. 

Next I shall present before you the men of the Gen*. Cass 
stamp— Viz— E. K. Collins— John M^.Keon- F. B. Cutting— 
Cha*. M**. Vean— Prosper M. Wetmore— J. S. Bosworth— W". 
*C. Bouck — H. H. Byrne — D. C. Broderick. 

1 shall now give you a list of the active but convenient pol- 
iticians whose names to the letter, — the men who profess 
democratic principles, but care more for ascendancy in the 
party. The always administration vien. Viz — James C. Stow- 
all — R. T. Compton — Oliver Charlock — L. B. Sheppard — 
Rob*. H. Morris— T. Jefferson Smith— Cha'. Wcbl)— D. S. 
Jackson — A. J. Bergen — Sam'. Osgood — C. S. Bogardus — 
John D. Haskins— S. J. Willis — Geo. F. Thompson — A. 
MaClay — G. H. Purser, George E. Baldwin — Abijah Ingra- 
ham — Ek^iles Gillender — M. G. Leonard — George Mont- 
gomery. 

Finally the Calhoun signers, steadfast and true are — John 
Le Conte — A. D. Wilson — Henry D. Cruger— Geo.B. Butler — 
John D. Van Buren — E. B. Hart — James T. Brady — John 
Commerford. 

The reply of M'. Lewis to the Gentlemen who invited him 
to a public dinner is admirable in its style, temper, and patri- 
otic sentiment, and still more so in the enlarged scope which 
he attributes to free trade principles, and the mighty results 
they are calculated to produce as regards personal freedom, 
political economy, and genera) civilization. 1 have seldom 
seen more sound doctrine, clearer argument, or better philan- 
thropy expressed in a few words, in short, it is a happy com- 
pendium of the whole. It gives great satisfaction and many 
persons have complained to me because I did not put their 
names to the letter of invitation. 



LETTERS TO JOHN 0. OALHOUK. 1127 

1 sat down my dear Sir, to write you a letter about gener- 
alities and I find I have written a longer one than I intended. 
I trust however to your indulgent consideration of my motives 
if I trespass too much upon your time; for as this is net in- 
tended either for public display of myself — or for private 
gain, and is written to a man I have never seen, I may reason- 
ably hope you will receive it with considerations similar to 
those, which have self-evidently dictated it 

I am Dear Sir, with the highest Respect Your Ob*. Sev* 

F. W. Btrdsall 

The annexation of Texas with its cotton soil and Anglo 
American population was a measure of absolute necessity to 
the United States; not so the annexation of Mexico with the 
population she has. It was our interest to preserve her 
republican nationality equally from ourselves and from 
Europe. But fiow we nmst take her, in oi*der to keep her 
from the hands of others, and we will become deteriorated by 
such a junction moitilly, while politically the Union of the 
States will not be strengthened. However we may vxirU the 
lands, we surely do not need the incorporation with us of such 
a people of inferior mixture as the Mexican. We have started 
upon the course of conquest, we cannot now recede if we 
would, our success will create circumstances to impel us 
onward in that direction, whether we are willing or not. 

With the accession of sevei*al millions of Mexicans at one 
swoop — with the vast increase of Emigration from all parts 
of Europe, the question presents itself, can this extensive 
territory and people ultimately escape the fate all monarchal 
and Republican Empires have fallen under? Namely dis- 
membeiment. 



jprom Fernando Wood. c. o. 

Newport July 23 1847 
Dear Sir I have read your letter to the Putnam Whig 
meeting dated 27"* June 1847 * with much pleasure, and concur 
entirely in its sentiments. You may be assured that the whole 
north do not hold opposite opinions to you on this subject. 

1 Sec Niles's Register, LXXII, 389. 
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Many of my friends and myself have long ago determined 
that if this naiTOw spirit of fanaticism continues at the North, 
and produces disunion, our homes will be found south of the 
Potomac whore true freedom, chivalry and honour chaittcter- 
izo the people. We are heartily sick and disgusted with the 
conduct of many of our immediate citizens on this question. 
Very Truly Youi^s 

Fernando Wood 



From n. W, Conner. o. o. 

Charleston August 23. 1847 

Dear Sir your favour of the 8'** was duly rec* and before 
. leaving for the North to day I propose to give you an outline 
of what we have done here since my last. 

We have distributed in the Slave states 2000 circulars and 
1000 subscription' lists and have sent abroad 5000 copies of the 
Mercury (an Extra) of the 11"* containing an Editorial (writ- 
ten by Elmore) accompanied by the wilmot proviso and the 
resolves of 10 of the northern states in its favour— with the 
Virginia t^nd our resolutions on the other side — so far as we 
have yet learned these documents have awakened the people 
and been most favourably received. 

a few days since we got together some 15 or 20 gentlemen — 
as a sort of preliminary step to a larger meeting They all 
subscribed to a man — and brought our subscription up to near 
$18000. 

Tomorrow a larger meeting is to be held (by special invita- 
tion — not public) and I have no doubt the am* will be much 
increased — a short time hence, a still larger meeting — to be 
called in the same way is proposed. In the meantime com- 
mittees of correspondence are being formed — to operate on 
the different sections of this state and upon all the Slave states. 
It is the intention also to send round amongst the wealthy 
planters of this state a special agent to Collect. 

while at the north It is proposed that I shall press the 
matter amongst the Southerners on there from all quarters — 
and particularly in reference to a Southern Association or 
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other organization which I will endeavour to do to the best of 
my ability. My address will be to the care of L. M. Wiley 
&c New York — if you should desire to advise rae. Prom 
what I sec I believe we can raise in this state an am* sufficient 
to establish the paper — ^say 30 to $50000. Some talk of 
$100 000. In fact there is but one view in this quarter. I 
do hdiem too that the feeling is becoming deep and widely 
extended all through the South and that with a proper degree 
of tact and energy that it may be embodied into a compact 
fonn and given the right direction. I believe if Maryland or 
Virginia would begin by establishing an association to be 
called '^ an anti-abolition association for the defence of slavery 
and of the rights of the Slave holding States and their Citi- 
zens ", that it would be taken up by the whole South and similar 
associations be every where formed — with this organization 
all other parties and influences on the South would sink before 
its power and we could conie up to the conflict with our whole 
strength brought to bear 

To my apprehension the two greatest dangers we have to 
encounter — is our own apathy and indolence (which it is dis- 
tressing to behold) in the first place, and the danger of Com- 
promise when we have got into the conflict. It is unnecessary 
however for me to fatigue you with subjects you understand 
so much better than we do. 

A reference to the Missouri Compromise in one of our 
articles in the Mercuiy as the aim of our efforts — was thought 
impolitic by some of us, and the force of the remark modified 
some in the original draft — ^but another article contending 
that the violation of the Compromise threw us back upon our 
original Constitutional ground counteiucted it in some sort 

I have heard the name of Jno A Campbell of Mobile; R. W. 
Barnwell, N. F Colcock and Yancey^ of Montgomery spoken 
of for Editor. Yancey I think would be willing for it. The 
others — probably not, tho' I do not know. The time has not 
yet come to discuss it 

Veiy Truly yi's &c 

H W CONNBB 

iWilliamL. Yanccf. 
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Prain Joseph W, Zesetnie,^ o. c. 

Mobile Aug 24*** 1847 
Mr Dear Sir Since writing you lost some of our friendH 
have requested me to obtain your viewH, in anticipation of 
some action contemplated in our next Legislature, relative to 
the ground which ought to be taken against the '^Wilmot 
proyLiK)". There is a growing disposition among our friends 
to come out boldly against the further acquisition of Terri- 
tory as the only practicable mode of saving the south against 
the danger that threatens from this alarming question. It is 
a fact not to be disguised, that at present there is at the 
South a large party in favor of the acquisition of territory. 
An insane thirst after land is the great Amencan disease, and 
divested of other considerations the party that hold out the 
prospect of Territory would unquestionably have the advan- 
tage. Nor would the Tneaiis of its acquisition, in a moml 
point of view make much difference. To take ground there- 
fore against the acquisition of Territory even among the 
people of the slave holding States successfully, they must be 
convinced that there is no other mode of preventing their 
defeat of the question under consideration. 

Is it certain then, or highly probable that if the war results 
in the increase of our territory, the Wilmot proviso will 
become a law. If so, our people cannot be too soon convinced 
of the fact, nor can we too soon take measures to force the 
president to a course which will save us from ruin. It will 
be too late to act after the territory is acquired and the ques- 
tion of its free or slave chai*acter deteiiiiined 1)y Law. Under 
such circumstances I should not have the least hope that our 
people could or would take measures to deliver themselves 
from the distant ruin that would certainly await them. Indeed 
it is not easy to conceive what mode of effectual redress could 
be adopted. It would be a wrong beyond the reach of Sttite 
interposition joint or separate. We could secede from the 
Union, but would that help us? Would it change or in any 
manner affect the territory over which Fedeml Laws have 
been already extended with federal officers to enforce within 
the jurisdiction of those laws the opinions and the objects of 
the victorious party. 

1 A prominent supporter of Calhoun in Alabama. 
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I regret to see in the Mercury an article, from the pen I 
presume of Col Hayne the tendency of which is to create the 
impression that the interdict of Slavery in the Territory 
would he harmless — because unconstitutional and void. The 
writer did not probably intend this. He does not seem to 
have considered that whatever, in an abstract point of view, 
the rights of the Southern States may be, the exercise by 
Congress of Jurisdiction over newly acquired territory by the 
enactment of laws and the appointment of Judges Marshalls 
&c would have the effect of releasing every slave carried 
there, on a writ of Habeas Corpus — just as much so as in the 
State of Pennsylvania where the Constitution of the U. S. 
has been practically nullified. 

I do not think that even in South Carolina the bearings of 
this alai*ming subject are fully seen and comprehended. The 
ailicles in the Mercury are very unequal to the occasion. I 
have seen nothing that approaches it properly since the ad- 
journment of Congress except the article in Bronsons Review^, 
which I am endeavoring to get republished in this State with 
the Laws and resolutions of the other States recently repub- 
lished in the Mercury. I would like to hear from you before 
this is done. 

I have again met M** Soul^, who repeated what fell from him 
in our last interview and added again that '^no public man 
ever occupied so high commanding and di£Bcult a position as 
yourself. — that if by the meeting of the next Congress the 
war was not terminated the elevation and peculiarity of that 
position would be still further augmented, and that he thought 
that both parties would be compelled to look to you as a coun- 
sellor and guide '\ and in conclusion that ^'all that he desired 
was that either in word or act you would show yourself in the 
least degree a partizan ". I answered that on that point he 
might make himself easy. He has great confidence in you, 
but is more resei*ved and cautious than when he first reached 
home. 

Very truly Your fd &c Jos W Lesesne 

1 Probably the article on Sectional Rights under the Constitution, in the Democratic 
Review for September, 1M7. 
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From R. B. Rhett. o. o. 

Sept 8, 1847. 

My Dear Sir You requested me, as soon as I beard from 
Gen'. Davis as to Gen*. Taylor's opinions, that I would inform 
you. I reo* a few days from Gen* Davis a letter marked pri- 
vate^ which hinders me of course from sending it to you. It 
is of little consequence however, for it contains nothing dis- 
tinct as to his opinions, — very like what you have seen in the 
Papers. 

Things are looking blacker in Mexico. If Scott triumphs 
handsomely however, I am still of opinion, that if no peace is 
obtained by the opening of Congress, the administration will 
fall back substantially to your policy. If there is any reason 
however, which may give such a movement the aspect of com- 
pulsion, they will not do it: In either event, as peace now 
seems out of the question, your warnings and counsil must 
give you a very lofty position. On the subject of the Wil- 
mot Proviso, the administration is doing all it can to settle 
the matter on the Missouri Compromise line. You see in this 
morning's Paper Buchanan's Letter on the subject. A friend 
of Silas Wright, informed me to Day, that he, had he lived, 
would shortly have taken the same ground. If so, it is to be 
lamented that he died so soon. Woodbury is open-mouthed 
Against the Wilmot Proviso — Cass following suit. I think 
therefore, after all it is not improbable that we will make them 
back out on this great point. At all events it is dividing and 
weakening the North, and if we of the South only act unitedly, 
our triumph is certain. The Anti-Slavery Democrats, Butler 
of New York, Hamlin^ etc. must be driven off to the Whigs. 
Certainly since the foundation of the Government, there never 
has been in politics so silly a move as that of the Northern 
Democrats on this subject. Their leaders see it, but so many 
are committed, as to render a return to the right policy very 
difficult. 

On the point of closing the war, should it not be closed by 
peace by the Meeting of Congress, nothing will bo done by 
the Whigs. Clayton Winthrop and Ingei*soll * and others, who 

1 B. F. Butler of New York; Hannibal Hamlin of Maine. 

>John M.Clayton of Delaware. Robert G. Winthrop of Maasachuactts, Charles J. Ingcr- 
■oUof Pennaylvanla. 
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look on the war as by no means much of an evil, since it will 
create a Debt, by which high duties will be maintained, in 
support of their Tariff policy, will not with hold the supplies. 
They with the Democrats generally, if the Administration 
determines to go on with the war, will secure the supplies. 
With this conviction J am doing all I can to induce the Admin- 
istration to take the proper courae — and propose a course 
themselves to close the war — and 1 hope not without some 
success. If they do this, and can settle the Wilmot Proviso 
matter, the Democratic Party may carry the next Presidential 
Election. Woodbury will most probably be their candidate. 
Buchanan^s course as Secy of State, and Tariff affinities will I 
think put him aside. Cass wants the confidence of the South. 
But if the War, and the Slavery question are not settled dur- 
ing the next Session of Congress, the Democratic Party will 
bo defeated, and new organisations of Party will arise. 

M". lihett joins in remembrance to M". Calhoun and believe 
me Dear Sir 

Yours Sincerely 

R B Khbtt 



Frovi Joseph W, Lesestie* 0. 0. 

Mobile Sept' 12*'* 1847 
My Dear Sir, . . • . 1 concur most cordially in every 
word that you say as to the retaliating course the South ought 
to take to bring the northern states to their senses. Their 
conduct has been most atrocious. No language is strong 
enough to denounce it. The shameless impudence with which 
they have trampled the Constitution under their feet, and their 
mean and despicable contrivances to deprive us of our Slave 
property ought to bo held up to the scorn of the whole Union. 
Not half has been said on this subject that ought to be. The 
Pennsylvania Law is bad enough, but most of the other states 
have accomplished the same end only by more cowardly and 
contemptible contrivances. The Laws providing a trial by 
jury for fugitive slaves arc the most bare faced invasions of 
the Constitution ever committed. It is none other than a de- 
liberate attempt to manumit our slaves by withholding the 
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question of property from the jurisdiction of our own courts 
of justice. And a grosser insult could not be offered to a 
friendly State, for it assumes that justice will not be adminis- 
tered in them to a man claiming to be free, to one of its own 
citizens. I consider the South completely absolved from the 
slightest obligation to observe any faith to these people. And 
. I do most earnestly wish that we had spirit enough to vindicate 
our dignity and rights in the manner you reccommend. Your 
observations on this point for the fii'st time from any quarter, 
i*epcat my own sentiments entertained for yeai*s past. We are 
at this moment as deeply disgiuced as any people can be by 
our tame submission to the wicked and perfideous course of 
legislation to which you allude. I do hope that if the Wilmot 
Proviso is discussed next winter in Congress, this other griev- 
ance will be unfolded and its iniquities printed in its true 
colours. Had any nation in Europe violated the faith of 
ti*eaties in the same manner and as often as the Northern States 
have the even solemn pledges and obligations of the Constitu- 
tion, it would have been spurned from the pale of all Christian 
fellowship with other Communities. 

You speak of the advantages derived by the North from the 
Union. My dear Sir, no man South di*eams of the extent of 
those advantages. He who would set down without the detail 
to prove it the annual cost entailed upon us by the Union 
would be pronounced a madnrian or a fool. Our whole com- 
merce except a small f i*action is in the hands of Northern men. 
Take Mobile as an example — I of our Bank Stock is owned by 
Northern men — as large a portion of the Insurance Stock of 
the Companies chartered by our own Legislature; besides 7 or 
8 foreign Companies who do their business by agencies. Half 
our i*eal estate is owned by non i*esidcnts of the same section. 
Our wholesale and retail business — everything in short worth 
mentioning is in the hands of men who invest their profits at 
the North. The commercial privileges extended by the Con- 
stitution has wholly deprived us of a mercantile class — and 
thus deprives us (I think) of the most certain means for the 
accumulation of wealth. Instead of the condition of Ireland 
being that which we may expect Itereafter^ it is in fact that 
which we now suffer. Thin little tmon pays 2 milliorui annu- 
ally for the reflected glories of tlie Union, I speak advisedly 



LETTERS TO JOHN 0. CALHOUN. 1185 

and from figures. If a swarm of Locusts should every fourth 
year settle upon our fields of Corn Cotton and rice and lay 
them waste we should loose less than we do from the causes I 
have enumerated — causes not peculiar to this place, but in 
active opeitttion from N Orleans to the smallest village to the 
South. Financially we are more enslaved than our negroes. 
But I am abusing your patience. When I am on this subject 
I know not when to stop. ... 

J. W. L. 



From. Wilson. Lumpkin. o, c. 

Athens Nov. IS"* 1847. 

My dear Sir With feelings of deep interest and sober 
consideration, I have read your paper of the 7*** Inst. Your 
letter presents a correct, but brief view, of the external and 
internal relations of the Country at the present time — and you 
are right in your conclusion, That the questions now before 
the Country are pregnant with the most vital and important 
consequences and the result beyond the Ken of mortal man. 
What ought to be done, in regard to our present relations 
with Mexico, I am not prepared to say. I am, however, pre- 
pared to say, that our National character demands an in- 
creased vigor in the prosecution of the War, to that Point 
which may be necessary to humble the pride of the Priest- 
hood and Military Chieftains of Mexico. Then the question 
will arise, what is to be the next step? 

The Annarchal Rulers of Mexico, being prosti*ated, the 
people will desire peace. But the whole letter and spirit of 
our Government stands opposed to conquering provinces to 
govern, or to that of conquering a country for the pui*pose of 
annexation to our Union. Circumstances might justify our 
wresting territory from an hostile Enemy, and holding it, 
peopleing it, and annexing it to our Union. But a Territory 
already peopled with materials unfit to enter into the spirit of 
our institutions, and become good Citizens, should never be 
annexed to our Union. 

On the subject of our internal relations, you present the 
case, as I conceive of it. Justly. The long, constant, and in- 
creasing disposition of the people generally, of the Non Slave- 
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holding States, to inteimeddle with, and finally destroy and 
overturn our constitutional rights connected with negroe 
Slavery, must be resisted efficiently and speedily, or our Fed- 
eral Union will be dissolved. 

Our forbearance on this subject, has to my mind, already 
become intolleiuble. 

Th9 Wilmot proviso is but one of a long list of our griev- 
ances on this subject. And we ought to make one general and 
consolidated issue of the whole subject Our great and only 
difficulty is to unite and consolidate the action of the Slave 
holding States. Attempts made by States Single-handed must 
fail. If we cannot produce Unity and concert of action on 
this subject — ^Then we may make up our minds to meet the 
most gloomy anticipations which your letter presents. And 
strange as it may appear to you, Yet 1 assure you — that the 
people of no one of the Southern States, except South-Caro- 
lina — are prepared for such action at this time, as you and 
myself deem to be, not only necessary, but indispensible to 
the security of the Southern States. Upon this subject our 
people have been most wickedly and awfully misled by Office 
holders and office seekers, aided by a Subservient press. One 
party, the Whiga^ have deemed it their party interest to 
preserve a calm quiet silence, least a division might spring 
up between them and their Northern Associates, and thereby 
prevent the success of their party at the next Presidential 
election. 

On the other hand, the Democrats have labored long and 
hard, to convince their southern Partizans, — That the Van 
Burens, Wrights, Casses &c. &c. was their shield and hiding 
Place from the coming storm. It is true, that daily develop- 
ments are stripping off this flimsy Vail of deception. But the 
minds of the large masses of the people are invelopeil in thick 
and grpss darkness on this subject. 

I trust I am not wanting in coui*age or Patriotism to do my 
duty on this subject. I have most faithfully endeavored to 
use the humble means at my Command — to sustain those who 
are battling for the Country. We have many difficulties con- 
nected with the Slave question — which are rapidly pressing 
upon us. To meet them as we ought, I concur with you, that 
concert of action is the first object to be obtained, and I can 
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sec no way of effecting this object, but by a Convention of the 
States interested. And if a plan can be devised and prosecuted 
to success, which will approach to a general feeling on the part 
of the States interested, I should indulge strong faith, that 
the heart burnings and strifes, on this Slave question, would 
ultimately be settled, and the Union preserved. But our Ene- 
mies will never cease in their Warfare upon our Constitutional 
rights — so long as we keep up our Party divisions at home, so 
as to manifest to the world that we have more thirst for office 
and selfish Party ascendancy — than for the constitutional 
rights of the States, and the true interest and liberty of the 
people. 

As they now stand, I am thoroughly disgusted with both the 
great political Parties of the Country. Both are under the 
influence and controul of a cunning selfish combination of 
Corrupt Office Seekers. 

They are ready to barter the most vital and sacred Consti- 
tutional rights of the people, for place and power. To be sure, 
there are many good men and true, attached to both Parties, 
but tiie influence of such are paralized by tiio overwhelming 
n umbers of a different character. Notiiing short of a thorough 
reorganization of Parties, can save our glorious Republic from 
destruction. 

If the Country is so far depraved— That it cannot afford 
material for the leaders of an honest, patriotic party— then 
indeed, will our days soon be numbered. And like Greece 
and Rome, It will be written, the United States, WA S. 

I would not hesitate a moment, but move in the matter which 
you suggest without delay — if I could be as sanguine as you 
seem to be, that good would result from the effort. Our State 
elections being over indicates the present as a favorable time 
for such a movement, it is so. Nevertheless, when I look over 
the Material which compose the legislature of Georgia, and 
consider the influences under which they are governed, I assure 
you, they are the last body of men in the State, that I would 
look to for a patriotic movement, at this momentous crisis. 

Look at our Congressmen, of both Parties, from Georgia, 
and you have a good specimen of the Icadertj, who at this time 
hold the reigns in the State. 
HIST 09 — ^VOL II ^72 
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Our best men in Georgia are now in private life, pretty 
generally disgusted with political life. Those however, who 
concur with my views are evidently gaining strength lupidly, 
and I entertain no doubt will ere long become the dominant 
party in Georgia. I venture the opinion, that the actings and 
doings of the Present Legislature wil 1 greatly tend to strengthen 
the ranks of the Faithful and honest portion of the State. 
And if the Wilmot proviso, (as you anticipate) jshould receive 
the sanction of Congress, it will strongly tend to favor the 
views which we entertain. Indeed, the passage of the Wil- 
mot resolutions by Congress, I believe will be one of those 
wicked Acts which will be over-ruled for great good. It will 
enlarge the platfoim on which we stand. 

Should the Wilmot resolutions, or something like them, 
pass both houses of Congress, I suppose as a matter of course, 
the President will Vetoe them. If he does not, few friends as 
he now has, the number will be greatly diminished. 

You are not apprized of all that I have done, for a year 
past, or you would not suspect me of supineness in regard to 
the subjects which now agitate the Country. I am not idle, 
although no aspirant for notoriety. As far as my Circle 
extends, I have been very successful in exercising a salutary 
influence in Georgia. My position in relation to public affairs 
is universally known in this State. When the proper time 
shall arrive, I will shrink from no position which may ho 
assigned me, in an attempt to get up a Southern Convention, 
for the Purposes suggested in your letter. The Slave hold- 
ing States have only to unite in Council and proper action on 
the Slave question — and our opponents would be crushed at 
once. Union amongst ourselves would give us strength to 
face a frowning world. 

Your views may be sound upon the subject of retaliatory 
measures, as suggested in your letter, but my first impres- 
sions are not favorable in regard to their Expediency, or prac- 
ticability. 

I at this time strongly incline to the Opinion that the high 
ground, imperatively taken — ^That we will no longer submit to 
the Variegated Violations of our rights Connected with our 
Slave property, or domestic institutions, by the Non-Slave 
holding States, would be the most wise and expedient measure 
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« 

for the South. And after due notice, upon the pledge of our 
sacred honor and our lives — Maintain the ground assumed. 

No man loves or attaches more importance to the Union of 
these States than he who now holds this pen. But I desire 
the continuance of no Union which degrades me. If a new 
State would be Ejected from the Union On accx)unt of recog- 
nizing the institution of Affrican Slavery — Then the Slave 
holding States ought no longer Continue in such a Confed- 
eracy of States. The repeated assaults upon our constitu- 
tional compact has greatly marred its beauty and symmetry, 
and to my mind it is most clear, that if the General Govern- 
ment cannot be brought back to the Constitution, this genera- 
tion will not pass away before the glory of our Confederacy 
will have departed. Write soon and write freely. 
As Ever your friend 

Wilson Lumfkin 



From John A. Campbell,^ o. o. 

Mobile 20 Nov' 1847 
Dear Sir, I have but lately returned from a summer's 
excursion, taken with the view of improving my own health 
and as a part of the education of my daughter. I designed 
writing to you as soon as I could find the necessary time after 
my return but my health and other causes combined have 
prevented. 

In the first place allow me now. to express to you how 
warmly and cordially I sympathised in your opinions and feel- 
ings in all the measures connected with the declaration of War 
upon Mexico. The folly of that proceeding was so stupen- 
dous that one has hardly an opportunity to contemplate its 
wickedness. You must now derive in the approbation of all 
rightminded men in the countiy a compensation for the scur- 
rilous abuse to which you were subjected. 

It is clear to us, that the diflEiculties on the subject of Slav- 
ery, in so far as the action of parties and politicians have 
occasioned difl[iculty, are rapidly approaching the degree, that 

1 John A. Campbell, afterward well-known as a justice of the U. 8. Sapremo Court and 
as a peaoeH»mminioner in 1B65, was at this time a practising lawyer in Alabama. 
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a settlement ^ill be soon required of them. Things cannot 
remain as they now are. The Wilraot Proviso is that which 
naturally excites most interest. I regard the subject of the 
acquisition of New Territory mainly as it may affect the 
halance of power in the fedenvl government. What will bo 
the effect of any large acquisition? Will it be to preserve 
the balance of power as it now exists? The territory is 
wholly unfit for a negro population. The republic of Mexico 
contains a smaller number of blacks than any of the old colo- 
nies of Spain and tho' this is not conclusive yet it is a ]^rsua- 
sive argument that negro labor was not found to be profitable. 

Mr. Buchanan informs his friends in Berks that the terri- 
tory proposed to be acquired will never be used by slave- 
holders and Gen' Thompson tells us that the territory is wholly 
unfit for that population. These Gentlemen do not have with 
me a great deal of influence but I suppose in this case that 
they are not far from the tiiith. If this is the case all acquisi- 
tions of Mexican territory results in an increase of the strength 
of the nonslaveholding states and a corresponding diminution 
of our own. 

I have purposely left out of view the more general question 
whether a further extension of our limits is desimble. I sup- 
pose that if such an extension would result in a serious dis- 
turbance of the present action of the government of the U. S. 
that it is to be deprecated. 

The first considemtion then for Southern men to take is, 
could it be used by a slaveholding community or would it be 
filled by a mixed population of Mastera and slaves? My im- 
pression is that its population would be in a great measure of 
the free class. 

Let us suppose that I am in error and that the territory 
acquired might be used by a slaveholding community. Still, 
the largest share would fall to the nonslaveholding states. I 
take it that the line of slavery is gradually being removed 
southwardly and that the largest portions of the occupied 
lands above the 35^ and below 36^ 30' of north latitude will be 
cultivated exclusively by a free population; — and that the line 
above which slaves cannot be used to advantage will be found 
to be as low as the 34° degree of north latitude. If M" Polk 
should obtain the line that he proposed under the Missouri 
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compromise the nonslaveholding states would be the largest 
beneficiaries. Looking then at the question of the acquire- 
ment of new territory as it affects the balance of power be- 
tween the North and South I cannot see any ground for a 
hope that we should receive an equal share of advantage. 

Regarding the question of acquisition in a more general 
and comprehensive view I still have been advoi*se to the 
acquisition. 

This war was not brought on by any act and I may say any 
fault of Mexico. Our President invaded a territory claimed 
by that Republic and over which its laws prevailed. Our 
armies met the armies of Mexico and assailed and defeated 
them. Our Congress before any notice of the fact of an en- 
counter and upon the loosest information makes a proclama- 
tion of war. Wo have maintained a very triumphant contest 
and have seized their capital. 1 confess that I do not find in 
any facts that have been presented a just ground for dismem- 
bering their territories. 

2. I have very great fears that the existing territories of 
the United States will prove too much for our government 
The wild and turbulent conduct of the western members upon 
the Oregon question and their rapacity and greediness in all 
matters connected with the appropriation of the revenues 
induces great doubt of the propriety of introducing new States 
in the Union so fast as we do. The connexion of the Whig 
party with the Abolitionists has never disturbed me a great 
deal for the reason that the Whig party is governed by its 
leading and reflecting men. The tone of the party is derived 
from men of property and character and they are in a measure 
held to respect property guaranteed by the constitution and 
laws of the country. The union of the democratic party with 
the abolitionists I have regarded as far more dangerous because 
they are held by few restraints and are ready to go farther 
lengths to carry their ends. I have a similar feeling in regard 
to legislators from the Western states. Their notions are 
freer their unpulses stronger their wills less restrained. I do 
not wish to increase the number till the New States already 
admitted to the Union become civilized. 

My opinions lead me to refuse territory. Suppose the 
point to be settled that territory shall be admitted. I wish it 
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1-eceived on no other terms than those of strict equality. I 
wish a counter proviso to the Wilmot Proviso to the effect of 
the first of your resolutions and with a definition of property 
viz. what the laws of the state from which a citizen may 
remove may define as property. And that this condition shall 
so remain until the people of the territory shall form a State 
and be admitted to the Union and this I would like to see a 
part of the Treaty of peace. 

The Wilmot Proviso I take it, will not be pressed upon 
Congress at its next session, unless it comes in the shape of 
instructions to the President in regulating his conduct in 
making a treat}'. I do not believe that the President will be 
disposed to encounter that question. He will place upon Con- 
gress the responsibility, of determining the war and the 
propositions of Santa Anna will be the basis. The question 
'will then l)e evaded by the Act of the Whig party and the 
Noiiiiern democrats. I have always suspected that the 
administration would not ask for a line to the South of the 
86^ 30' of North latitude and whether he asked it or not, I 
have always supposed that this War would terminate by 
securing no larger portion of Mexican territory than is found 
north of that line. I have done the President injustice by my 
suspicion. I am satisfied that the Northern people would will- 
ingly yield the land between the Nueces and Kio Gmndo and 
take California — at least such would be the inclination of their 
politicians. 

It appeal's to me viewing all these things. together that the 
true course to pursue is to resume as well as wo can our posi- 
tions before the war commenced. The matters of boundaiy 
and of debt have to be adjusted and we must consider the 
expenses of the war and the losses sustained in our armies as 
the penalties — the dreadful penalties of having selected an 
incompetent man to be our President. Do you think we will 
be taught anything by it? 

We shall be asked to vote for Buchanan or Dallas in less 
than 12 months. I have read over with the most earnest care 
your letters to Messr* Lessesne and Walker, I agree with 
you that unless we at the South have made up our minds that 
the solutions of slavery should be controlled by our enemies 
that the agitation on this subject should terminate. It is a- 
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very great error it appears to me, to suppose that we have 
any party at the North, or that we shall ever have one. The 
politicians do not guide public opinion on this subject. They 
follow after in obedience to it I believe that no where in 
the north would a Candidate maintaining Southern opinions 
on this subject be sustained for any great length of time. 
The sermons of the clergy — the prayers of the lay members 
at the church-meetings contain deprecations of Slavery as a 
sin. The litemiy class now becoming large and influential in 
the cities fill their writings with tirades against it The 
Northern Press almost without an exception is opposed to us. 
And above all the colleges and schools are tinctured with the 
stain of abolitionism. I do not use the term in the sense that • 
it is applied to Garrison and Phillips, but in a sense that 
embraces a very large proportion of the population. Garrison ,. 
and Phillips say that the Constitution of the U. S. is a pro- 
slavery contract — containing powerful and stringent secu- 
rities for the slaveholder. Phillips has written qhite an able 
pamphlet* to prove this — a pamphlet we might circulate to great 
advantage excluding a few paragraphs. They have collected 
all the debates together of those concerned in making or ratify- 
ing the Constitution to prove the same truth. Their remedy is 
to make a revolution. Now all this is better to me than the 
course of those other men who deny your rights or who dis- 
regard them while claiming to be the friends of the Constitu- 
tion. A very interesting statement of the condition, prospects 
philosophy and intentions of the abolitionists you will find in 
the report of the Massachusetts Society at their 15 anniversary. 
I made it a point to go over the different offices of publica- 
tion of the Society and to examine their publications. I should 
say that their Press was not very active. The office in New 
York is a poor affair. - Their publications are of a low order 
making appeals to the credulity of this community by tales of 
cruelty and oppression of masters exercised over their slaves. 
There were two books of some pretension one by Dr. Barnes 
and the other by Dr. Bacon and these were the only ones 
worth speaking of in their collection. Their list was com- 
posed of about 16 publications of a low price. The Boston 

iThe Conatitutioti a Pro-Slavery Contract, by Wendell Phillips, Boston, 1844. 
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office contained books of a higher order and in greater num- 
bers. The whole collection however was insignificant I sup- 
pose That |500 or certainly llOOO would have purchased all 
in the office. You hear but little of thut sect. They do not 
enter much into the geneml movements of society. The 
things which do affect the thoughts of men and consequently 
the movements of society are the various and continual con- 
demnations that this institution receives. The legislatures, 
anniversary onttors and poets, ministers of the Gospel, teach- 
ei*s, all combine in impressing a fixed sentiment in the people, 
that slavery is a sin and a folly — that it injures the countiy 
the master the slave. 

I fully agree with you that we should have no share in a 
convention to make a President tho' 1 find I am almost alone. 
The outbreak of the Barnburners in New York has given our 
people a hope that the party organisation will fall into our 
hands and we can make the President. They wish to profit by 
it. I confer a profound indifference to the election of any 
Democrat north of the Potomac. Mr. Woodbury even if he 
could receive a nomination would have no chance of an election 
and I think his election is not so desirable as to make us bend 
a principle to attain it. The Whigs must be infatuated if they 
fail to elect the next President. I shall be passive henceforth 
unless you have some cx)unsel that can move me from that con- 
dition. I have done so much work in the way of disorganisa- 
tian that I feel reluctant to enter upon a new one and this one 
is thought to be wholly unjustifiable. I joined a Taylor 
meeting last summer. My object was to put before the public 
the principles that I approved on this subject and to prepare 
for a war on Messi** Wright or Buchanan in case of the nomina- 
tion of either. I see no motive for desiring the present organi- 
sation of the party and 1 wish to see the issue of events now 
before us before making a new one. 

I also concur with you in the opinion that we should put an 
end to this constant warfare upon Slavery. Already it has 
impoverished our credit and it daily weakens our moral power. 
Our states are fast losing their respectability. The tide of 
emigration flows past them. They are carefully avoided. 
Our people look to the future without confidence and our 
Slaves are emerging above their condition not in intellect or 
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moral culture but in feeling and temper. They begin to 
understand that society is being moved on their account. The 
abolitionists profess a revolutionary purpose. They openly 
promulgate a design to subvert the Union. ThQ other classes 
of the Northern people perform all the acts of the abolition- 
ists without avowing the same purposes. 

I agree too that a newspaper at Washington City would do 
great good tho' I fear it will ultimately fsAl for tiie want of 
subscription. I am willing to aid in the project. 

I have troubled you with a long letter for which please par- 
don me and believe me to be Sincerely 
Y' friend 

John A. Campbell. 



JFrom EUv)ood Fisher, o. o. 

Cincinnati 12 Mo 4. 1847 

Dear Friend ... I was in Louisville a few days ago, 
and Clay was at the same Hotel. 1 had two long conversa- 
tions with him almost without interruption on the leading 
topics of the day. He is thoroughly northern in his notions 
of Slavery; and thinks it will at no distant period be abolished 
even in tropical regions. He is however not well versed, 
either in the facts or prmciples of the question. He was at 
first impressed with the notion that Slavery would be excluded 
from any temtory acquired from Mexico, and this by the law 
of nations until Congress by positive enactment established it 
there. He held that inasmuch as a conquered Territory must 
bo governed by its previous laws until new ones were imposed 
by the conqueror, that therefore slavery, not now existing 
there, must remain excluded until Congress instituted it. 
But 1 observed that whenever the acquisition was made, 
Congress must pass laws for its government as a territory, 
and must either define what should constitute property in it, 
and thus positively exclude or admit slavery, or give to a 
territorial Legislature the right genemlly of passing all laws 
not incompatible with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, and thus leave the question of slavery to people who 
should settle there. lie maintained however that if the latter 
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course were adopted the South would be sure of exclusion as 
the population already there were Mexican and opposed to 
Slavery. But I asked whether the Mexican population were 
to be allowed to vote. He thought they would be of course. 
I replied that I thought they would not he of course. He 
finally admitted that whether Congress pronounced aflEirma- 
tively or remained passive on the question depended on the 
manner in which it was presented. 

By the way, what will the Administration do on this ques- 
tion in its policy of armed occupation? If our army should 
be large enough to repi*ess insurrection or prevent it, and 
our people are tempted to emigrate to Mexico, is the munici- 
pal law of Mexico to prevail, so as to exclude slavery? If 
so many of the Abolitionists and Proviso men will be in favour 
of armed occupation. 

Clays speech has not united his party in this State. Its 
leaders prefer McLean, and a large portion would prefer 
Corwin. But I think Clay is now predominant. I think he 
will find it diflScult to hold Kentucky if a proper candidate 
is presented against him. His speech has enured largely to 
thy benefit, in that State as well as of course further South 
on the Slavery question, and every where on the War ques- 
tion. I admire the boldness with which he pronounced the 
preamble to the supply^ bill '^a lie," and his rebuke of those 
who voted for it As for his notion of a vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the War if Mexico won't make peace on his terms, 
many of his warm friends dissent from it and prefer thy 
policy of a defensive line, amongst the rest the Louisville 
Journal. 

I saw General Butler before he started for Mexico and he 
is yet in favour of a defensive line. He would take the west- 
ern base of the Sierra Madre which he thinks could be held by 
the regular army. And he prefers it not because he would 
insist on making it the boundary but because it would afford 
a margin for concession in treating for peace. 

I observe that the Union is attempting to under i*ate the 
expenses of the War, as if fearful that even all its glory will 
not reconcile the people to the public debt and high taxes fol- 
lowing in its train. 
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I expect to be in Washington some time in the session but 

am not now able to say when. 

With great regard thy friend 

Ellwood Fisher 



From II. W. Conner. o. o. 

Charleston Dec' 8, 1847 

Mt Dear Sir I rec'' last night the letter of which the in- 
closed is a copy, and I hasten to communicate it to you. The 
M' Peters referred to, you know I think. He is a whig of 
the worst Sort being averae to any Movement advei*se to the 
wilmot proviso. As he said nothing to ray correspondent 
touching Gen' Taylors views on that Subject, I infer if any 
thing was said at all, it was not favourable to his (M" Peters) 
views. 

I called up at the Hotel the morning after you left, and 
then only learned you were gone. 

I have encouraged our friends here to keep quiet for the 
present as to Geh' Taylor and all other Candidates for the 
Presidency and have written to Co' Hayne at Columbia who 
would see Co' Elmore advising them of the information I have 
(which I think is about the earliest) and recommending them 
to keep our friends quiet for the present. The fooling how- 
ever in favour of Gon' Taylor I perceive is Very^ Very strong 
in his favour even hero and it will I think increase rapidly. 
The sooner his position can be made definite with regard to 
us is therefore the better. 

When you write us it were perhaps better you should write 
1-*. with a view to informing our friends here generaUy as to 
the state of things and the policy to be adopted to[ward] them 
and next to give some of us your views and wishes more fully 
in private, your own better judgment will however best 
deteimine. 

Very Truly Yrs 

H W Conner 
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[Copy, Bnokwed.] 

New Orleans 2^. Dec^. 1847 
My Dbab Sib. You are no doubt aware that General Taylor is here, or 
rather at the Barracks, six miles below the City. 

I have Just seen M'. Peters, who, in company with several gentlemen, 
committee of arrangements for his reception StCf met him at the Balize 
and accompanied him to his present quarters. To M'. Peters he expressed 
himself openly and frankly, stating uneqmvooaUy that )ie isa candidate for 
the PreMency, and this poMon he intends to maintain^ no matter how many 

/Richmonds there be in the field or whatever may be their present political 
position or standing, and that under no circumstances will he toithdraw. 

If popular feeling be any test of success, Cren^ Taylor is certain to be 
the next President — nothing, I apprehend, short of Omnipotent power can 
prevent this result 

Whatever may be the feeling towards other prominent men, it amounts 
to nothing, compared with the universal sentiment in favor of the General. 
What I now state in regard to the Grenerars determination, is so direct 
that you may rely upon its accuracy, and those who scrutinize the effect 
of change may discover the probable influence such an event may have 
on the future action of the Government and on the prosperity of the 
Country. 

Yours truly 



I^Jrom James Oadsden. c. o. 

Charleston S C Doc 9 1847 
The Honb» J C Calhoun 

I greatly regret I did not meet you on your way to Wash- 
ington. You stated you would be in the City on 25 and I 
postponed my visit to the 29"*. My presence was necessary 
in Columbia on that day. 

I was exceedingly anxious of a long and friendly conversa- 
tion — and on many matters which escape you on the sheet. 
The Political movements are pregnant with events. The elec- 
tion of Winthrop would argue more harmony in the Whigs 
/^ than was generally supposed. Their Union will stimulate 
union among that wing of Domociticy with which Carolina 
/ does not fraternize. The No Convention Anti Wilmot Pro- 
viso candidate is the man for the South. To you your imme- 
diate friends look with a fidelity which has never been shaken; 
and in candor I was sanguine that your course on the Mexican 
war, the Oregon Boundary &c &c had placed you in the very 
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position which I have always desired to see you, the Indepen- 
dent Ante Convention Candidate. But Taylor will occupy the 
same ground; and his great military popularity (I dont speak 
merely of its availability) will be a serious impediment I fear 
to any movement for you on the same grounds, with success. 
Many of Tayloi*s most ardent admirers and who are bound to 
him by other tics than military fame or political statesman- 
ship, are likewise your friends. They feel a divided influ- 
ence and these with others, and the People, in many cases will 
create a diversion probably fatal to both. What are your 
views? What can be done to promote Union. I am individ- 
ually so opposed to the Spoil party; who have more than once 
deceived us; that I can take no part with any other than an 
Ante Convention Candidate — ^My preferences have always 
[been] and continue for you, above all in the Country but if 
your high claims are to be again postponed: let us know early 
the intentions; that concert of action maybe certain to secure 
the triumph of one who will not court our influence to deceive 
and who will stand by the guarantees of the constitution as 
the Political Bible of the States. I write in confidences expect- 
ing a response in the same feeling. I have individually been 
di*awn into, or reconciled to political movements in the past 
that my judgment did not approve of at the time. I went 
however with others with whom I have always associated 
politically, but they like myself perhaps now see how we have 
been deceived. I desire an early Answer. See Holmes. Our 
views con*espond. 

Yours truly, 

James Gadsden 



Frwn Waddf/ Tharnpsofi^ o. c. 

GreenVUle Dec 18. 1847. 

My Dear Sir. I see that the madness which rules the hour 

is increasing and seems literally to grow by what it feeds on. 

I have already spread upon the record my protest from the 

very commencement of this ill advised Mexican war. I have 

1 Qen. Wiiddy Thompson, a Whig M. C. from SouUi Carolina from 1885 to 1811, vrho had 
afterwards (1842-1844) been minister to Mexico, on which country he wrote a book of im- 
portance, was now a planter at Greenville. (See Calhoun's letter to him of October 29, 
1847,tttpra.) 
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no wish or purpose to publish another line on the subject. 
But if the suggestions which I now make have any weight 
they will be more useful in your hands than any other. Will 
the governments of £uropo France and England especially 
consent to our subjugating Mexico? I have very many rea- 
sons for saying they will not — some of these reasons not in the 
possession of every one. Can we prosecute the war if those 
countries interpose — our supplies and reinforcements must be 
sent by sea. Their combined navies in the gulph of Mexico 
without a single soldier on land would at once put an end to 
the war. Shall we run the risk of such intervention and all 
the consequences of the conflict which will ensue, or the 
equally painful alternative of being forced to abandon the 
war? There will certainly be such an intervention unless we 
assume the debt of Mexico. If we take the foreign we must 
take the domestic debt also. That debt is not less than 100 
millions. Is the country worth this sum to us besides the 
annual cost of keeping in subjection an insubordinate and 
habitually rebellious people, a people indolent vicious and 
producing nothing for foreign Commerce but the precious 
metals, and this their single product costing more than its 
value? The same labor in manufactures or agriculture is 
much more profitable than the average labor in mining opera- 
tions in Mexico. To say nothing of the diflEiculty of keeping 
in subjection as a province qight millions of people. What 
history firnishes any instance of such a result? I know of 
none. To receive them into the Union is impossible. Such 
a measure would ipso facto dissolve the Union. To which 
segment would Mexico belong? And would that fraction 
have power to retain it? Before this war a majority of the 
people of the Northern departments would have been in favor 
of a union with us. I do not believe that one per cent of our 
people would have consented to such a union. How much 
more onerous and less desii*able would such a Union be when 
forced upon Mexico. All the incompatibility of language 
race religion education and institutions will occur to every 
one. Is the country desirable per se, even if we could get it 
free from the encumbrance of its heterogeneous vicious and 
hostile population? I do not think that it is. I am quite 
sure that there is no portion of our own vacant territory 
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which is not more desirable to such a population as ours.- 
We have the authority of Humboldt that in the latitude 
of Mexico sugar and cotton will not grow above the elevation 
of 2000 feet on the whole gulph coast the mountains come 
down almost to the sea shore. I believe that from Mata- 
moras to Alvarado the average distance from the sea at 
which that elevation is attained is not more than fifty miles. 
On the route from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico, it is not 
twenty miles. This narrow belt is generally sterile and pre- 
cipitous mountains and the worst 'climate on this continent 
the very home of yellow fever. Would any sensible farmer 
abandon the advantages of the Valley of the Mississippi or of 
Texas for such a country. Beyond this narrow belt the land 
is generally poor and entirely destitute of timber, generally 
more sterile than any equal portion of the United States with 
which I am acquainted. But if it were otherwise, if well- 
timbered and as rich as the Nile, there is the conclusive and 
insuperable objection that there is not and never can be the 
means of transportation. Suppose a farmer having corn and 
wheat (and the grains are all that can be cultivated) one hun- 
dred and fifty miles from the sea coast will the price for which 
he can sell them pay for the transportation? The average 
distance will be more than twice that. If he raises stock what 
can he do with it? if he kills it he cannot cure it even on the 
table lands. The coldest weather even there is very much 
like our waim April weather, and meat can not be well cured. 
But if it could can it be transported by land two oi* three hun- 
dred miles and compete with the supplies from our inexhausti- 
ble west, which are sent by water from the very doors of the 
farmers. If they drive it to the seaboard and kill it putre- 
faction will begin before it is cut up and salted. These are 
no new opinions advanced now for the sake of argument. I 
have always believed that Mexico could never become a great 
fai*ming country for the simple reason that it has not and 
never can have the means of transportation to market The 
climate is delicious and the country just suited to a lazy people 
like the Mexicans, whose highest idea of happiness is the 
*'dolco farnicnto". What earthly good can come of diffusing 
our people over siich an extent and sending them to a country 
where their labor will be so much less profitable? But to ua 
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of the South it is positive madness. If it was proposed to 
annex Canada and the British possessions all would see what 
an overwhelming addition would be made to the power of the 
free states. It is not more certain that those states would be 
nonslaveholding than that these Mexican states will. It is 
nakedly a proposition to add fifteen or twenty non slavchold- 
ing states to our union — woe to the Southern man who lends 
his aid to doing that. 

This Mexican country is the natural outlet to some extent 
for our negro population. If anything can prevent this it 
will be the erection of dykes to arrest it by planting non slave- 
holding American states on our Mexican border. 

I do not design this as even a summary of the argument 
upon this vitally im'portant question. All the leading views 
I j^now have occurred to you. It may be that some of these 
have not and I cannot give you a higher evidence of m^ con- 
viction of the deep importance of the issues involved nor of 
my respect for your course upon the subject than by suggest- 
ing them to you. 

Respectfully and truly Yours 

Waddy Thobitpsgn 



Prom J. A. CampbM. o. o. 

Mobile, December 20 1847. 

Dear Sir You have heard before this of M'. Lewis's* elec- 
tion and Col. King's defeat. As Col. King was bound up 
with the Northern democrats of a veiy doubtful order, and 
as he was the candidate of the Hunkers here, this was a 
work very well done. M'. Lewis I fear has made pledges 
which will greatly embarrass him and estrange his friends in 
this section. He pledged himself 1 learn to abide a National 
Convention for the selection of a candidate j[>r^<?m7i^ a north . 
ern man. He pledged himself to sustain M". Polk further 
than his message calls for support. 

In this he will not be upheld. You know what a rough 
piece of work we have had to perform in this state. 

> DixoD H. Lewis was reelected to the United States Senate by the Alabama legislature 
on Pecember 18, one of the opposing candidates being William R. King. 
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Tho overthrow of Van Buren and his dynasty has not been 
completed without an effort. With me (and I can say the 
same as to the most of our friends) the spoils principle was 
the great and cardinal principal in their pai*ty government to 
which our hostility was directed. That principle had its entire 
force comnuinicated to it by the use they made of the caucus 
systein. I thought I observed a decided change among some 
of our friends upon my return in reference to that system. 
They supix)scd that the party organisation had passed into 
our hands in consequence of the movements in New York. It 
is not so. Even here in Alabama we can not defeat them. I 
tell you and M'. Lewis too that if Silas Wright had lived we 
could not have prevented his nomination except by the use of 
M^ Buchanan's name. 

It was a profound cqnviction of our inability to meet tHoso 
men successfully with any dcmoci*at I could name that induced 
me (of course there were other reasons) to favour the Taylor 
movement. They (IIunkei*s) at once spoke of Woodbury to 
hush our mouths on the subject of Taylor. The plain reason 
of this is, that the Mountain demociticy command the State 
and our politicians defer to their wishes. The whole of the 
talent of the democratic party in this State is with us but, the 
county leaders are not. And our leaders are unwilling to 
combat. They succumb continually to those mountaineers. 

The whole strengtli of the Hunkera of this State will bo 
given to Buchanan. He is the administration candidate in tho 
South. He expects the South to aid him against a Wilmot 
Proviso Northern man. How can we get rid of him? .There 
is but one mode. It is for some public men to take bold 
decided ground against him. 1 will not vote for him myself. 
I will vote for no man whose foreign policy has been so shame- 
fully defective in sound judgment and whose peinsonal char- 
acter is so equivocal. I refer now to his ti*ansactions between 
Gen^ Jackson and M^ Clay in 1825 and his assertion that M'. 
Polk was a better friend of a Protective Tariff than M'. Clay. 

Whatctin we do? Cass has taken so much pains to estrange 
us that it would be a pity if we disappointed him. 

Dallas loses caste from his connections with Polk. He 
seems to want position and •chai'acter. 
HIST 99 — VOL II 73 
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M'. Woodbuiy has reached quite as high a place as Nature 
ever intended he should fill. He has been true to us. He 
can be depended on as a party man. I am willing to vote for 
him as a party candidate. Looking above the party can we 
hope any good from his nomination ? It would create a schism 
in every northern State in the democratic party. He has no 
hold on the popular favor. He has no public services to gild 
his pretensions. He was a prominent member of the Senate 
and supported the party creed and that is all we can say. He 
would be nominated as the Southern candidate at the North. 
Has he any popularity at the South? His connection as Vice 
President with a ticket having your name as President upon 
it induces some to think kindly of him. His fidelity in the 
Texas and Tariff struggles endears him to others. 

Has he any popularity with the voters? Could one in ten 
thousand repeat a single word that he has ever spoken. Is he 
identified with anything save the Pet bank S}'stem and Swart- 
wouts failure? If you encourage M'. Woodbury's preten- 
sions you may take my word, that you will only receive in 
return defeat. 1 do not think at the North he can unite the 
Barnburning democrats to him in any of the States and in 
the South he has no popularity. The contest in his absence 
is then between Dallas and Buchanan supposing Cass and Van 
Buren out of the way. In that contest Buchanan has the 
advantage all over the country. The signs point to him 
directly as the future nominee of the party. 

It comes then at last to this, what can we do? The perils 
of a party contest seem to me so inuninent — the introduction 
at Baltimore of the disgraceful scenes that were witnessed at 
Symcuse appeal's so probable that for one, I am disposed to 
part with a party organisation. 

At present there is but one principle on which it is sought 
That principle is deadl}*^ to the Constitution and Union. I(^ is 
to give full support to M^ Polk and his administration. To 
carry out the infamous design of destroying the nationality 
of Mexico. 

We cannot support M' Clay nor M^'Lean — nor Crittenden — 
nor Corwin — we cannot be tmnsmuted into Whigs. 

We must find a man who will not accept a party nomination. 

Genei*al Taylor is that man. 
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In reference to the territory question. It appeai-s to nie 
that the Southern people will be found in a weak position if 
they insist on the acquisition of territory. 

In reference to that subject it appears to me that the just 
grounds, upon which to place ourselves is that we desire none 
and ask for none for the purpose of strengthening our insti- 
tutions but wo will not suffer those institutions to be weak- 
ened by the action of Congress. If territory is acquired we 
insist on our share but we have no wish to make the acquisi- 
tion. I was pleased with M*". Clay's resolution of disavowal. 
It was of the same nature as your own opposition to the war. 
I have continually disavowed for the South and have indig- 
nantly resented the imputation of a purpose on the part of 
our people to spread slavery or any other institutions by 
means of this war. The impression has been industriously 
made upon the Northern people that this wiw the end for 
which the war wjus proclahncd. Your op|x)Hition to the war 
has been the most ready answer to such aspersions. Wo 
require vindication. We require a moderate and even a self- 
denying course of conduct in all matters connected with the 
settlement of the terms of the peace. Let us have peace wo 
shall not (juarrel about the terms. In having a peace with 
Mexico we must not transfer the war so that it shall reach 
our homes. I say we should have the Northern people to settle 
the peace as they like and to arrange the questions of territory 
(within proper bounds) but always with the proviso that no 
inequality should result Wo should bo the Proviso men, on 
that ground we should make our stand. 

I have written to New Orleans for the information you 
desire in regard to Gen' Taylor. 
Very Respectfully, Yrs 

J. A. CAMPBEIiL. 



Froui Francis Libber} c. o. 

Columbia S. C. 29'*. December 1847 
Dear Sir, The class of which your son is a member has 
requested me to resume a certain kind of lectures which I call 

1 Dr. Fmncls LIcber, iho f aoious Jurist, was profcmor of history and politlcnl economy * . 
in the South Carolina College at Columbia from 1835 to 1856. » 
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Newspaper lectures, and in which it is my endeavour to 
explain all the leading events and tmnsactions as the}^ occur 
around us, and to teach the students how to read the papera 
of the day with profit so as to extract and properly to deposit 
in the mind all that is important in this fleeting and perishable 
species of literature, reminding them continually of the two 
facts tliat what happen^ to-day is history to-morrow and that 
no history is more difficult to be got at than that of the 25 or 
30 years immediately preceding us. 

I requested your son to beg you to send us in documents or 
papers whatever you do not want. 1 will turn it to the best 
account according to my poor abilities. 1 know you will 
approve of my plan, and I beg to repeat here the si^me request 
which your son may already have communicated to you. 

I can only give the best accounts of your son. lie is a gen- 
tleman and a student. 

Will you permit mo to beg of you the kindness to send the 
enclosed to the address? 

Why do so few Southern papers mention your resolutions? 
At least so it seems to me. 

In England I make little doubt but that in [such] a conjunc- 
ture as the present one in the Congress is, an administration 
nuist resign. Our Constitutional fabric does not admit — or, at 
least not require it. 

I am with sentiments of high respect Your very ol>edt 

F. LlKHEK 

P. S. I suppose I hardly need add that in my Newspaper 
Lectures I am constantly mindful that I am paid by the State^ 
and have no right to use my chair for propagandism of specific 
and personal views, although I am aware that a professor is 
no abstmct l)eing — no empty bottle, and that what he considers 
sacred truth he may not only, but is bound to teach; so, for 
inst4U)ce, Free Trade with me. It is for the trustees to see 
that they appoint the right man as to vital points. I stand in 
this respect upon the same footing, I think, with our professor 
of Christian Evidence. He must not use his chair to preach 
sectarian views, but he can not float in the clouds of indiffer- 
entism above protestantism and Catholicism. 
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From Alexander Bowie. c. c. 

* 

Fife, Tal» 19 Jan'y, 1848 

Mr DEAR Sir, I am much gratified to learn, through M^ 
Bowdon a few weeks since, that he left you at your post, 
enjoying excellent health, and evincing all the vigor of your 
earlier days. If the anxious wishes of your numerous friends 
(of whom I claim to be one of the earliest, wannest and most 
constant) could perpetuate this condition of health vigor and 
usefulness, you would never be otherwise. I have been long 
desirous of possessing your opinions and views on some mat- 
ters of political interest; which I ciannot well obtain other- 
wise than by a free conversation; and therefore, I am more 
than ever anxious to see you at my house. I have your 
promise to come this way on your next visit to Alabama, 
unless you should tmvel under circumstances which will com- 
pel you to take another route. As next summer will be your 
long vacation, I have great hopes of seeing you then. 

We are looking with intense interest upon the proceedings of 
your present session. Whot will be the end of the agitation of 
the Slave question? Till now, I have never dreaded it much; 
because I believed we had the power and the will to arrest it 
whenever it became absolutely necessary to act. Nbw^ I 
greatly fear I have miscalculated the energy and spirit of our 
people upon this subject. If the question should, at this 
moment, be made, between submission to the claims of the 
abolitionists and the dissolution of the union, I am by no 
means sure that our people would not give up their unques- 
tionable rights, to presei've a union which would then become 
a curse instead of a blessing. At all events, I am confident 
there would be much division amongst us, even upon tliat 
question. You and I know, whatever others may l>elieve, 
that the NuUifiers of '32 were the truest friends of the Union, 
although regarded by many, as its worst enemies — because 
we sought to perpetuate the Union by preserving the Con- 
stitution. I have long believed that if the Slave states would, 
unitedly and firmly, take the position that they must be let 
alone on this subject, or they would secede in a body, all 
agitation, at least all worth regarding, would instantly cease. 
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I believe so, because I know that our friends in the free states 
are too much alive to their own interests, and too acute in 
perceiving where they lie, to be willing to surrender . the 
advantages they derive from a union with us, for any advan- 
tage they could reasonably hope to obtain by contimiing the 
agitation. I should like to have your views upon the prob- 
able result of this question, and pailicularly your opinion as 
to what will be the proper course for us to pursue, if the 
question shall be pushed to extremes. I can see no remedy 
but secession. I see by the papers that you have written the 
report to bo made to the meeting of the Southern members on 
this question, and ask the favor of you, if it is printed in pam- 
phlet, to send me a copy. Please also send me (or ask Gov. 
Fitzpatrick to send me) a copy of M"*. Walker's report on the 
Ware-housing system. 

Shall we have a renewal of Whig measures with the incom- 
ing Whig administration? If so, you will have to fight over 
again your old battles; and the Democratic party will once more 
learn to speak laudingly of you because they will have use for 
you. Whilst I always feel proud of your position of independ- 
ence, I often feel depressed on account of its difficulties. To 
be. a politician and an honest man at the same time, is now 
the most difiicult chaiucter in the world to maintain. I 
ought not, however, to mnk you as a politician — )'our aim is 
to be a statesman, and it is the only virtuous aim. I should 
like, above all things, to talk with you about M^ Polk's 
administration. With one exception (the Mexican War) it 
appears to me to have been about the best we have had for a 
long time. At least, he has come neai'er fulfilling the pledges 
with which he went into office, than has been common of hite 
days. 

I did not intend when I sat down, to trouble you with so 

long a communication. But I find myself, often now, afflicted 

with the proverbial garrulity of old age, and when I begin to 

write 1 hardly know when to quit. I know you will excuse 

me for making this dmft on your patience, while I assure you 

of the sentiments of sincere regard, with which I am 

Your old and constant friend 

A. lk)WiK. 



LETTERS TO JOHN 0. CALHOUN. 1159 

Frwn Henry Gourdin} o. o. 

Charleston Jany 19, 1848. 

Mr Dear Sir, I wrote to you yesterday, and alluded to 
resolutions offered in the Senate by M'. Butler.* It seems 
that we had not a correct representation of them — this days 
mail gives them to us as they were offered, and they appear 
to me to be right and proper, viz. to increase the Army by 
filling up the rank and file of regiments already in existence. 
This mode of increasing the Army would be in keeping with 
the long established and well understood principles of the 
Military Organization of the Aniiy. 

In your letter to M'. Conner you seem to be under the 
impression that M^ Dickinson's resolutions' have not been 
noticed in the Mercury. They were very ably reviewed some 
days since, and I will endeavour to obtain the paper and send 
it to you. There was a very good article in it this morning 
also on the Wilmot Proviso and Gen*. Cass' opinions, to which 
I would call your attention. The two articles referred to are 
indicated by your two letters. If you desire that the papers 
in this State should continue to agitate these questions you 
should I think intin^ate, as far as you can, what they should 
do, or in other words on what platform they should stand. 
Thus far, all that has been said and done, has been merely to 
object to the various schemes put forward by Wilmot Dickin- 
son Cass &c. No scheme has been offei*ed, or reconuncnded 
by us, and unless something be defined our papers may run 
on beyond the point desired, and you may find them some day 
limning counter to your own views and opinions, in anticipa- 
tion. We presume that your opinions are embodied in Mr. 
Yulee's resolutions viz. that neither Congress, or the Legisla- 
tures in the Territories, have any Constitutional right to 
abolish or prevent Slavery in them. 

I give the substance, not the words. It would be an excel- 
lent thing, and very desirable, that some course should be 
determined on that the whole South would unite upon, and 
then, through particular parties having influence with the 

1 A prominent supporter of Calhoun in Charleston. 
* On January 18. 

•The rcRolutlona In favor of Mexican annexations introduce<l In the Senate on Decem- 
ber 14, 1847, by Daniel 8. Dickliuion, ol New York. 
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press throughout the Country, get them to come out [and] 
advocate the plan adopted. I think that it might be done by 
yourself and the representatives of the Southern States in 
Washington. 

We are all pleased hei'c with the Resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Maryland. 

I am Dear Sir, Very truly & resp^ Your Ob* Sev* 

H. GOUUDIN. 



Frrnn Ileiii'y Ooxirdhu c. o. 

Charleston Feby 4. 1848. 

My Dear Sir, I have to own rec'. of your favor, but can- 
not refer to its date as M'. Connor has it for perusal. M'. 
l^jby's resolutions^, and M^ Yulee's amendments, will bo 
noticed in the Mercury in a day or two. 

A report has reached Charleston that Gcn^ Quitman, ' and 
M^ Dallas will be the Democmtic candidates for President 
and Vice Pi*esident. From all lean learn, Gcn\ Quitman 
would be a more desirable candidate for us than any one who 
has yet been named. He was a Nullifier with us in 1832, and 
this is the best guamntee for his Southern feelings, and his 
States rights opinions. M^ Dallas is also the best man we can 
find in the North after M^ Woodbury. The combination is a 
good one, and the party who has named them strongly urges 
their immediate nomination in the State. 1 do not concur in 
this move however, and have discouraged it as far as 1 am 
concerned. The combination is a good one; but can the}' i>o 
elected? My impression is that the Nomination, especially 
should it be fii*st mode in South Carolina, w**. be regarded &s a 
Southern one, and that would be quite sufficient to unite a 
large portion of every party in the North against it, while in 
the South, so great is the progi*ess which Cjen\ Taiylor has 
made in Louisiana Alabama, and Georgia, that unless he comes 
out with some declarations which the Southern States cannot 
stomach, he will carry the South against any party or ticket 
that can be named. At the same time he would have a much 



> Resolutions offered January 26 by Senator Bogby, of Alabama, denying the riglil of 
CongrcHB to interfere with slavery in territory acquired by conquest, 
s John A. Quitman, of Mississippi. 
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larger vote in the West than Gen'. Quitman. However favour- 
able therefore to the nomination suggested, we may be com- 
pelled ourselves to support Gen'. Taylor to overthrow those 
of our opponents, who, on the Slave question, are entirely 
opposed to us, and it would not be wise to place ourselves in 
a hostile position to him. Besides So. Ca. cannot make the 
President, and we have consequently nothing to lose by delay, 
and it would therefore be madness to commit ourselves to any 
nomination or party. Let others nominate; we will select 
and decide afterwards, as they may declare themselves. 

The nomination to which I have-i*ef erred comes from Wash- 
ington. Pray have you heard anything about it? I have 
only heard it from one quarter and thus far regard it more as 
a feeler than any thing else. 

I am very resp^ and truly Your ob\ Sev*. 

H. GOURDIN. 

There is little chance of any portion of our people or the 
press, couuiiitting themselves by any hasty nomination. I 
write the above, but with no apprehension of its l)eing done,' 
however anxious some may be to bring it about. M". Yulee. 
opposes, I undei'stand, the Confirmation of the Contract made 
with our Havana Company by the Post Master General. Can 
you not put him right in the Matter? The Bill as passed 
required us to go into St Augustine, which is 'impossible,, 
because there is not water on the bar by three to six feet, and 
if the Post Master had insisted on an impossibilit}', the enter- 
prize must have been abandoned. Our Florida friend and 
M'. T. B. King of the House of Representatives are most 
unreasonable, and I do hope that their selfishness in this Mat- 
ter ma}' not be permitted to be exercised to our iniury. and 
the injur}' of our Port. 

From, AVbei't Oallaiin} c. c. 

New York March 3* 1848. 
My dear Sir — ^The issue, on the subject of peace with 
Mexico, seems to be altogether changed by the contingent 
Project negotiated by M' Trist and submitted by the Presi- 

1 Albert Gallfttin (1761-1849) Secretary of the Treasury under JefTcrson and Madiion, 
bad taken an active part in movemcnta against the annexation and war with Mexico. 
His pampbtcts on Peace with Mexico (1B47) and War Expenses (1848) bad a very large 
oiiculation. 
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dent to the Senate. The annexation of Texas was both 
expedient and natural, indeed ultimately unavoidable; and, 
whether annexed or not, it must necessarily be a slave hold- 
ing State, so long as slavery existed in the United States. I 
differed in opinion with you, as to the time and manner of 
effecting the object, under the strong apprehension that these 
would pi*oduce a war with Mexico. But now I am ix)nfidcnt 
that we agree on the importance of making the project, the 
foundation of a speedy termination of the war; and of a solid 
and permanent peace. 

One of the great obstacles is the question of slavery; and 
it is highly desimble, that this should not impede the prog- 
ress of the negotiations for peace, and that, if pi*acticable 
without committing either party, the discussion of that sub- 
ject should be postponed for the present and left open for 
subsequent considemtion. I will also acknowledge that I 
have the most rooted aversion to the annexation of New 
Mexico to our Union. * 

In the next place, without regard to right, and only in 
reference to a solid and permanent peace, I lay under the 
most intimate conviction, that the desert between the Nueces 
and the Rio Norte should be made the boundary between 
Texas and Mexico; and that if the lower part of the liio 
Norte is adhered to, it will necessarily produce collisions and 
the renewal of a war of conquest. 

I have ventured to commit to paper my view on . both 
points, and submit them to your consideration. My sugges- 
tions on the first subject ma}' appear fanciful and appear im- 
practicable: and I hope that some better mode, having the 
same object in view, may be devised. On the subject of the 
Rio Norte boundary, I have no hesitation and feel that it is 
of paramount importance. 

But I pray that, on this occasion, [I] may be altogether 
kept out of view. I send it confidentially only to the six or 
seven Senators with whom I am acquainted (Exaltados ex- 
cepted.) 

Pleased to accept the reiterated assumnce of my most dis- 
tinguished considemtion and of my most sincere pei*sonal 
regard. 

Respectfully your obed\ and faithful Servant 

AiJiKKT Galijvtin. 
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'FromJno. G. Tad.^ 0.0. 

City of Mexico, April 6*** 1848. 

M"" Calhoun, I have been mortified to find tiiat the letters 
that I sent by the British Courier of the IS*** of Feb. hsA not 
reached Now Orleans by the 9*** of March I 

I sent you a half sheet by that conveyence, believing that it 
would go foi^ard with dispatch, and that the news with us, 
about the Peace pix)apcct, would interest you. 

The Treaty has arrived, and great difference of opinion pre- 
vails as to its probable fate. Those having the responsibility 
of affairs think we will have Peace in Sixty days, or less time. 
The truth is, that thus far all the efforts of the Executive 
Government to get the Congress together have failed; but the 
prospect is in favor of its assembling in all of this Month. 
Many good Mexicans, however, do not desire Peace, they want 
the Country to be occupied by our Troops, this policy gives 
them an assurance of security for life and property, and 
affords them a prospect of diminishing the power and influ- 
ence of the Church; which doubtless, is a greater Curae upon 
the People, than every thing else put together. The lloman 
Religion here is not what it is with us in the U. States. If it 
was not for some of its foiiiis and ceremonies, and its pro- 
fessions, it might as well be call by any other name. 

The public mind at present here appears absorbed entirely, 
by One of those horrid Murders that that shock a community 
and disgi*aces humanity. 

Some twelve individuals attempted the other night, to rob, 
in the most thronged part of the City, an extensive Mercan- 
tile house, by going from the top of the adjoining building, 
and letting themselves down by a rope-ladder. The Chief 
Clerk, a gentleman of great worth, was Killed; the robbers 
did not succeed in getting any Money, as the firing of pistols 
attracted different persons and they fled; not however, in 
time for all of them to escape, as one, or two, were appre- 
hended, since then five or six more have been Caught 
Amongst those already in Custody are two Officers, the 1" 
and 2*** Lieutenants of Captain Naylors Company of Ponn: 
Volunteora. The Adj: of the 2"** llegiment of Penn: Vols: is 

^Apparently an cx-captain of tho TexM nnvy. 
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also implicated, and they are after him at present. This hor- 
rible and lamentable affair, has done more to degmde the 
Anicrican Character in this (Country, and will wiicrovor 
known, than any thing that has ocxmrred sincH) the Dcilura- 
tion of our Independence. If the Texas Itanj^ers had Imhmi in 
this City and these scoundrels had not l>een apprehended, I 
am sure that they would have been suspected, for they had 
been made the 'Scape goats for all acts of Iwrbarity, as the 
Mexicans were ready to believe that they would do eveiy 
thing, no matter how horrible. 

If you were in this City for one day, to see and observe 
the dreadful state of Momls amongst our Troops, you would 
not be surprised at the outrages committed here daily against 
society and humanity. 

I have always, on proper occasions, denounced the courae 
pui*sued here by our authorities, in legalizing (iambling 
houses, and places of resort called ''Ball liooms", which are 
mere receptacles for a profligacy and corruption unknown, 
since the downfall of Venice 1 Not one decent Mexican Lady 
would dare ever to think of going to a Ball hero? — And no 
American Gentleman, according to the acceptation of the 
word at home. Yet the rooms are crowded with our Officei's 
Night after Night. 

As for the Gambling houses, there is a constant crowd. 
Sabbath as well as week days, around the Tables — Colonels, 
Majoi'S, Captains, Lieutenants, Grey Headed Men and IkmiixI- 
less Youths, Married and Single: hundred of Whom keep Wo- 
men, and openly appear inpublic with them. These things, 
with drinking, brings down the standard of our momls to a 
degree, below the conception of Americans at home. Our 
Generals, and superior Officers looking for jx)litical prefer- 
ment at a future day, do not possess the flrmness and moml 
courage sufficient to discountenance, and rebuke the vicious 
habits, that are degmding the character of our Flag: and that 
is destined in time to roU back a tide of vice and corruption 
upon our Country, that will be felt by many, when the glory 
of this war has departed. 

Bands of despemte Men, — Gamblers and vicious Sold iei*s, — 
prowl about, robbing and murdering, — extending their out- 
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Images to tho Neighboring Haciendas — ^AU resulting from vices 
that have been winked at and tolerated by those to whom are 
entrusted the honor of our Flag. Many young men, who are 
the pride of their friends, and the hope of their Parents, will 
return home to bring down their grey hairs with sorrow to 
the gi*ave. Like causes produce like results, and nine-tenths 
of the inmates of our Penitentiaries, and Criminals whose 
outrages shock humanity, terminated their career in the path 
that is crowded here to excess by our Officers. I say nothing 
about the conm)on soldier. My desire ^' to see the world and 
study .Man kind" never yet has induced me to visit the "dark 
places of the earth ", or the purlieus and sinks of villany, as 
shadowed forth in this City. Vice does not degrade the Mex- 
ican in his own mind, it is a part of his religion: but with our 
people, it is different. It makes us abandoned to all restraints 
of Society, and many who are now .here, that were an honor 
to our country, would doubtless, if they were Sailors turn 
Pii-ates, when this war is over; but as it is, they will return 
home to add to the number of those who are a curse to any 
comnmnity. 

I do not wish you, M' Calhoun, to think that I set niyself 
up as a regulator of other Mens' Momls, or profess the spirit 
of the Pharisee, but the outrages here at times, would make 
any Man reflect, who is not drawn within the vortex of dis- 
sipation. What is to be the result of it, God only knows. 
This is a Melancholy subject to write upon, let alone to send 
to a Patriot, and a lover of his Country. Yet it is well that 
the truth should be known at times, however disagreeable. 
Foreign Wars if conducted with results that seem likely to 
accrue from this, would so degrade an army, that they would 
be ready for any thing, that would give them **a lift" without 
the efforts of honest industry. 

1 have just had a conversation with an agreeable, intelligent 
Mexican, who is lately from Queretaro. He is an advocate 
for Peace, but fears it would be a long while before it can be 
brought about, the President is doing alLin his power to get 
the Members of Congress together, even sending them Money 
to travel upon, as the want of it was their apology for not 
appearing in their Seats. They have written back, that it 
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was not received 1 A party there, are for bringing back Santa 
Anna and make him DictaioTy but it is thought they will not 
do so, until Peace is i-atified. 

Yr: ob: Sei-v't: .Inc. G. Tod 



Frain IL W. Conner. o, c. 

Charleston April 13 1848 
My Dear Sir 1 have rec* your letters of the 4"* and G'*' and 
have lost no time in giving currency to your views upon going 
into the Convention. The Mercury will in [an] editorial give 
the substance of your remarks in a day or two, but beyond 
this and the circulation of your views through private chan- 
nels we have thought it not advisable to go at present. In 
truth we are afraid to excite discussion or even attention 
to the subject knowing as we do the strong and decided 
repugfnance the people have to a passive or neutral line of 
policy. It is not the going into the Convention that they are 
anxious for. On the contmry most people see numerous and 
strong objections to such a coui'se but all concur I think in 
the propriety and necessity of definite and combined action 
of some sort amongst the Southern States and in which S^ O" 
will play her part and it is with a view to this result that the 
going to the Convention finds so many advocates On the 
receipt of your letter a Conference of a few of 3'our principal 
friends was held here to talk the matter over and see what 
was best to be done to keep ourselves in position and at the 
same time prevent a division amongst oui*sclves, and they all 
admitted your arguments to be unanswemble as to a Conven- 
tion both in piin(^iplo and in pmctice but they were equally 
unanimous that we ought to do something in common with the 
other Slave holding States who participate in our views and 
principles. This is the whole secret of the desire to move 
upon the Baltimore Convention, not because it is a Convention, 
but that the other Southern States are going there. Some of 
them with the declai*ed intention of resisting any nomination 
and any move adverse to the rights of the South and particu- 
larly because it is thought some combined action of the South 
may then be adopted whose influence will be felt there and 
that may also be brought effectively into play hereafter 
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A plan was suggested by Co'. Hayno that was thought 
might obviate some of the difficulties and I was requested to 
submit it for your considemtion and I now enclose it and will 
bo glad to hear from you in reply as early as convenient. The 
paper was sketched off hastily by Ck)' Hayne with no other 
intention than of submitting it as a memomndum of the views 
ho himself and othei*s with whom he associated entertained. 
It will be sufficient however for the purpose of expressing his 
own views to you All present concur in these views and con- 
sisted of M'. Trenholm, Furman, Hayne Magreth Gourdin, 
Carew, and Hart. Co* Elmore is not here, but from the con- 
versation 1 held with him some days since I am sure he con- 
curs in most part at least if not in the whole 

If deemed best I think we may evade for the present any 
movement at all touching a convention in any wa^'; as the 
public mind is sufficiently occupied with subjects nearer home 
to them — even this however depends ujwn accident. If a 
move is attempted b}'^ any person or persons of influence it 
cant 1)0 stopd but admitting that any decided, move is evaded 
now it is sure to come at another time unless some definite 
mode of action is given to the people. They wiU not stand 
idle and> al4X)f. 

Very Truly yrs 

H W. Conner 



Fnyin Natluin Lord,^ o. c. 

Dartm** College April 19, 1848. 
My dbah Sir, I have taken the liberty to send herewith a 
Eulogy lately spoken by me on M' Adams," that I may ask 
your attention to that part of it which relates to the subject 
of Slavery. From the manner in which I have stated the 
issue of Slavery some of my friends have inferred that I lean 
to the Divine Right of that institution. I confess that leaning. 
But it is consequent upon compai*atively recent and necessa- 
rily partial investigation, and I cannot yet fully justify to my 

1 Nathan Lord, president of Dartmouth College from 1828 to 18(t3, mibivequcntly wrote 
Two I>etter8 to Ministers of all Denominations on Slavery, 18ft4-18W, setting forth Uie 
Biblical argument for slavery. 
* A Eulogy on the Honorable John Qulncy Adams, Hanover, 1848. 
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own mind the impressions which are forcing thenutelves upon 
me. I wish to have a settled judgment. From my position 
in this Institution, particularly as a teacher of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, it is of consequence that I should have 
. such a judgment, and that I should be always. ready to give 
the reasons of it. 

Therefore I take the liberty, which, though it ordinarily 
-becomes not an absolute stmnger, I shall rely on your known 
candor and generosity to excuse; namely of asking you to 
refer me to any authorities within your knowledge in which 
the argument for the Divine Right of Slavery in general, or 
Negro Slavery in particular is soundly and learnedly dmwn 
out. And, if it be not too presumptuous 1 would also ask the 
favor of any suggestions from yourself which should seem to 
you useful in guiding an honest inquiry into this very difficult 
yet consequential subject 

If Slavery is of God the moml and religious people of the 
North ought to be convinced of it. Otherwise there will soon 
be no adequate restraint upon that levelling madness which is 
driving all things, the world over, as there is too nmch reason 
to fear, to a severe catastrophe; and not perhaps the least, 
though we least fear it, the people of our own country, 

I am willing to believe any thing that is true, and, on proper 
occasions to profess any thing which I believe. Rut I would 
not give out presumptions for convictions, or put the interests 
which I represent in false or doubtful positions. I want light, 
which, at the North, it is difficult to obbiin except on the sur- 
face of the whole matter. There is nothing in our Libmries 
or Journals that reaches directly the essential questions. 
There must be minds at the South which have been diligently 
set to work, in this respect; and I should esteem it a high 
favor to be put in the way of obtaining the results of their 
inquiries. 

It has occurred to me that, if not now, yet in the recess of 
Congress, you might find a few moments of leisure, which you 
would willingly afford in giving me the benefit of your advice. 
I seek it only on my own personal account. Yet I have ref- 
erence to those public interests to which your life has been 
ably and honorably devoted. I should not thus venture to 
obtrude myself but for the profound respect with which I 
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have been accustomed to regard your character, and your 
judgment upon questions which effect the most comprehensive 
and vital interests of the country. 

1 am, dear Sir, With great respect. Your obed* Serv* 

N. LoiiD, Pres* Dart. Coll. 



From R. K. CraUd. 0.0. 

Lynchburg, June 3"*. 1848. 

My deak Sir: I thank you for the copies of your several 
speeches on the California Bill and the Yucatan Message,^ the 
last of which reached me by the mail of Tuesday last. I had 
read Houston's report of it a day or two previously; and as a 
friend now attending the Superior Court here desired much 
to see it, I handed it to him on yesterday. He had heard 
from a brother lawyer of his acquaintance who had seen 
Houston's Report, that it was the ablest speech he had ever 
read. The questions involved are, indeed, presented with a 
force and clearness which surely must carry conviction to the 
minds of Congress, whatever course their subserviency to the 
Executive may compell them to take. 

I am very glad that an opportunity has been offered for you 
to explain the true meaning, the intended scope of Mr. Mon- 
roe's famous cautionary protest in regard to European inter- 
ference in the affairs of this Continent It was high time to 
put the public right on so important a question; for as gener- 
ally understood, as expounded by Mr. Polk, as announced 
every where by demagogues, it certainly was made to assume 
higher grounds than foreign Powers would be disposed to 
grant I have heard much of it before, and never could fully 
comprehend on what principle so sweeping a claim could be 
defended. The wonder is that, being so often and so needlessly 
di*agged into notice, in the State papei*s of the last twenty 
years, England has not, before this, inquired hy what authority 
we 9ay these things. 1 suppose no fit occasion has occurred to 
ask an explanation. But is it not likely that the recent treaty, 
convention, or manifesto, which I see published to day, in 

>Work8, IV, 464-479, 
HIST 99 — VOL II 74 
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which England claims the protectorship of tho Mosquito 
Shoals, and, as such, dictates terms to tho government of 
Nicui*agua, will bring the question more fully before the 
world? I remember, while you were in the. Department of 
State, that some question arose as to the Coui*se the British 
Government had adopted in order to get the control of the 
Country; and that you expressed some dissatisfaction at its 
proceedings. As well as I remember, some Indian of the 
Country, a^umed to be of royal descent, was taken to 
Jamaica and educated and then placed in the formal posses- 
sion of the Country; and who, in return for the favour, gave a 
sort ot political lien on his territories. The particulai*s have, 
in some measure, escaped my memory; but these were the 
main points. You can ascertain them more in detail by call- 
ing on the Department, should M' Polk make further demon- 
Btmtions of his beligerent propensities. By the bye, this sub- 
ject seems to me to be of far more importance than that of 
Yucatan; for if the Treaty be in fact, a veritable 7natter^ it 
warrants the inference that England, looking to our future 
aaiuisitions in the South, is determined to erect a barrier 
across the Isthmus of Darien, extending from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, and to secure the communication between the two 
by means of the Lake and the River Sau Juan. This conunu- 
nication I believe you thought impmcticable on account of the 
extreme unhealthiness of the climate from the Lake to the 
Atlantic. But the movement, if it has been made or sanctioned 
by the Government, would seem to authorize a ditfcrent con- 
cljusion. 

. The Baltimore nominations^ have been received here with a 
good deal of sang froid. No exultation — no enthusiam has 
been exhibited. The ticket is, in itself, a weak one; but by 
force of the Party machinery it will carry the State unless the 
Philadelphia convention' show some common sense, which I do 
' jiot expect from them. I have published an ariicle in the 
Paper which I enclose herewith, addressed to them, on the sub- 
ject, but which I can hardly expect will have any the least 
influence. Numbers have been forwarded to many influential 
members of the Party; for the Proprictei*s of the Virginian, 

1 Of Ca«» aud Butler. > Of the Whigii. 
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as well as the mnk and file here would be very glad to see its 
recommendations carried out by the Convention. In my opin- 
ion there is no other prospect of success either in this State or 
the Union. Unless they select some man, laitlwiU Party 
pledges^ they will be signally defeated. Taylor inay^ but you 
certainly yrowM. carry the election. But, as I have observed, 
the Leaders of the Party will demand the previous promise of . 
the Spoils, which I know j'ou will not give. But what will 
they do? As to M'". Webster, M'. Crittenden, Mr. Clay or 
Judge M^'Lean, I do not see how they can indulge the slight- - 
est hope of success. And yet these present the only chances 
for a strictly Party tritimph^ and if they are forced toj^surren- 
der that they must be forced to unite either on you or Genl. 
Taylor; and such is the feeling existing between the friends 
of Clay and Taylor, that avch, I suspect, would prefer you to 
the other. But a few days will determine. 

I am very curious to know what effect the nominations have 
produced on Messi-s. Buchanan, Woodbury and their friends, 
and what part Walker and Dallas are playing. The two last, I 
doubt not, have kept the first pretty well hobbled for the last 
three years. Benton, I imagine, is thoroughly estmnged. A 
gentleman lately in his company, informs me that he was 
become outrageous; and that, in speaking of you as likely to 
be brought before the Baltimore Convention, he broke out in 
his ordinary tone, "iVb, Sir^ no, Calhoun is too great a man — 
he is toojiure a man ever to get the support of this miscalled 
Deinocralic Party J*'^ These are strange sentiments, indeed^ 
coming from such a quarter. lie spoke freely of the Party 
and its Leaders — denouncing both vehemently. Verily there 
is nothing new under tlie Sun if this be not. 

I have not seen a detailed statement of the proceedings of 
the Baltimore Convention, and should be much obliged, if you 
should receive an extra copy, to have one for reference, j 
hear to day that in the latter end of the^^^, there had nearly • ' 
'been the beginning of a fray^ and that some resolutions effect- 
ing the subject of Slavery were very ominously negatived by 
the majority. And in this connection it occui*s to me to call 
your attention to a late speech of Gen'. Bayley , which seems to 
me to assert some most dangerous doctrines; and Mr. Rhett or 
some other Southern man ought to answer him at length. Has 
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he gone over to the enetnyt He sent me his Speech, and 1 intend 
at my first leisure to call the attention of the public to it, for 
it seems to me to grant nearly all that Giddings himself would 
ask. . . . 

Ever truly yours, 

U. K. Crall£ 



Froia John Tyler. c. c. 

Sherwood Forest Ch'. City C*^ in V. June 6, 1848 
My Dear Sir, I thank you for the National Intelligencer 
containing your speech on the Yucatan question, which I have 
read with all the attention and interest with which I invaria- 
bly do whatever proceeds from you. This Yucatan affair is 
quite an awkward one in any a.<ipect in which it can be regarded. 
If that Province is to be looked upon as part and parcel of 
Mexico, then pending the war between that country and this, 
the insurrection which has arisen may be considered as actually' 
favorable to us, while to take military possession would not 
onl}' be useless, but would augment the difficulties of a final 
adjustment. If Yucatan claims to be an independent power 
and the U. States upon Jier solicitation, moves in the matter, 
such movement is equivalent to a recognition of her inde- 
pendance, and furnishes new motive to hatred on the part of 
Mexico. Is that country in a condition to be thus recognized? 
Is the Spaniard or the Indian in the mastery? You will 
remember that a somewhat similar case occurred during our 
time in regard to St Domingo. The Spanish portion of the 
Island claimed to be independant of the black sway, and 
appealed to us to be recognized sovereignty, asking our favor 
and protection. I believe moreover that it was ready to make 
an unconditional tmnsfer of itself to the U. States. Our 
symjmthies were strongly enlisted in its behalf, but we did not 
feel oui*selves called upon to obey those sympathies or to 
involve ourselves in the quarrell. I think the principle of* 
policy which has been observed by the gov* through all time, 
not to interfere in the internal aifaii*s of other countries, per- 
fectly sound, and I should require a case of commanding 
character to induce its abandonment. I should certainly not 
wish to baye Cr. Britain occupying any new position on this 
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Continent which would givo her any additional controul over 
our trade and commerce, but I apprehend on her part no such 
interference except upon the express request of Mexico. The 
surrender of the country so soon as the disturbances should 
be quieted would seem to follow as a necessary consequence. 
Your explanation of M'. Monroe's declaration is exceedingly 
valuable. It was necessary to the truth of history. I confess 
I never before fully understood it. The measures set forth 
in your speech for your advocacy of Texas annexation are 
fully sufficient to justify the adoption of that measure, but 1 
confess to the fact that the answer made by Sir Ro. Peel to 
M^ Everetts enquiries as to the propositions made by certain 
pei*sons to G. Britain for pecuniary aid in order to procure 
the emancipation of slaves in Texas, decided me on the ques- 
tion as it did our lamented friend M^ Upshur. While the 
British minister admitted that such proposals had been made, 
and declared that they had not been countenanced, he never- 
theless took occasion \in substance^ also to say that the B. gov^# 
would lose no opportunity which might arise, at any tiino or 
any where, to urge the subject of emancipation and would 
exert its best efforts to accomplish it. Seeing then the 
depressed condition of, not only Texas but Mexico, I could not 
but consider both the one and the other as accessable to her 
intrigues and open to her policy. The considerations urged 
by you in your speech were regarded by M*'. Upshur and 
myself as inconceivably augmented in the event that this 
declaration of Sir Uo Peel should with zeal and industry be 
carried into effect, through the instrumentallity of a ti*eaty of 
peace . between Mexico and Texas. A constant border war 
would have prevailed in the efforts on the one part to arrest 
pei*sons flying from labor from Louisiana to Arkansas, and 
leading to open resistance on the other. And ultimately to 
war with Texas Mexico and Great Britain on the one side and 
the U. States on the other. Such a treaty as I have alluded 
to would have given to G. Britain an absolute controul over 
the trade of I'exas under the stipulations of a commercial 
treaty — then easily to be made — and in a short time have 
I'elieved her from all dependance upon us for the supply of 
cotton. Annexation secured us against these contingencies if 
it shall have done uo more, and for one whatever of vitupera- 
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tion or abuse I nmy have suffered I am well content to bear, 
since the result cannot but be advantageous to the country at 
large. 
With sentiments of the highest respect and truest regard 
I am D' Sir Y" &c 

J. Tyler 



From «/. 77! TToward. o. o. 

Columbus June 7*** '48 

Dear Sir We have seen enough of political conventions to 
regard them in almost any other light than safe exponents of 
the public will. Neither of tlie great parties can justly claim 
for their representatives immaculacy in the announcement in 
the will of the party altho' 1 did not expect nmch from our 
convention I was still disappointed at the feeble support given 
to M' Woodbury and really chagrined that he should have 
met with so little favor from the South. In this abandon- 
ment of Woodbui*y I feel certain our delegations from the 
South cannot justify themselves from the feelings of their 
constituents. I will not do injustice to M** Cass if 1 know it, 
but the estimate 1 have placed upon his political chuiucter 
forces me to the conclusion that he is an unsafe man. I fear 
he is a mere party majority man, if his party upon a great 
question should be right, he would be right. And if the 
party should be wrong he might be then expected to be wrong 
also. I dread the influence of the majority of his electoi's if 
elected at all. We may do better possibly by looking around 
a little before we give way to the alternative of taking him 
on the one hand or submitting to the triumph of the whigs 
on the other. The whig convention will have made their 
nomination before this reaches you. we cant of course sus- 
tain their candidate because if elected by them, he will belong 
to them. If M' Clay, Crittenden, M^CIcan [McLean], or 
Scott should be chosen, Gen* Taylor being already in the Held 
will be run and though he is unquestionably very deficient in 
qualification, his location connected with the circumstances of 
' being rejected by the whigs makes him a safer candidate for 
the South, and the real constitutional party of the countiy 
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than Gen' Cass. I have therefore in such event determined 
to support him. But if the Southern whigs should prevail in 
the convention as I think they will and force Taylor on the 
wHig party he will l)e in such bad hands that no democrat 
ought to trust him. Moreover if he receives the whig nomi- 
nation and no other candidate is presented he will beat M' 
Cass and beat him badly. In this emergency I propose a bold 
and prompt movement — the chance of success is remote it is 
true, but not chimeric4il. It is to announce you as a candidate 
for President and M*" Woodbury for vice president. We can 
have tlio ticket started in Georgia, not with the slightest pros- 
pect of success but for the purpose of saving Carolina and New- 
ham pshiro from taking the Initiative. Our ticketof course would 
command a meagre support — very meagre, when both parties 
are pledged to their nominations, but Carolina and perhaps New- 
hampshire too would elect you and may we not from the 
stubl)orn opposition of all New England to Taylor expect 
some aid in that quarter, if no other in all probability our 
example might bring out Webster, Clay being mortified at 
the choice of Taylor against a decided majority of the North- 
ern whigs would interpose no objection to his defeat and 
might also in this geneml breaking up of the party (which he 
says has been prophecied in the event that himself was not 
indicated as the head) consider himself justified in bringing 
the election into the house. If Taylor is nominated a large 
body even of Southern whigs who want Clay will consider 
themselves absolved from any obligations, because Gen* Tay- 
lor has declared himself a candidate independent of their con- 
vention. The elements of discord will run high, and the true 
constitutional men may profit beyond their expectations by a 
bold and decisive movement. If we move at all we should do 
it promptly, before parties settle down in submission to the 
dictation of their leaders. I remarked we would start the 
ticket in Georgia, but it would be better for your friends in 
Newyork to lead off, in this crisis; it would have more 
influence, but if they will not act promptly we though few 
in number can do it here. I know nothing of M' Woodburys 
feelings since ho has been spoken of for the Presidency, he 
might not now be willing to run where I have placed him, 
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you I presume though will be able to inform me and if he 
will not then let us take Quitman, Persifer Smith ^ Buckhannan 
if he will accept it or any other prominent man either civil or 
military who could bring proper aid to the ticket 

I repeat the position which I have laid down, that if Gen* 
Taylor is nominated by the whigs that ho will succeed over 
M*" Cass if no other candidate is brought out, and the only 
way the country can escape a whig triumph in the event of 
Taylors nomination is to bring the election into the house, by 
which my plan can certainly do no harm to the domocmtic 
party and may result in nmch good. As I feel great confi- 
dence that if you were returned to the house even by a very 
low vote, that you would there be chosen in preference to 
• Cass or Taylor. The free exercise of the elective franchise 

: demands that these conventions should be broken down, I 
. .would greatly prefer seeing twenty candidates for President 

^' than one nominating convention, and the sound public voice 
' of the country will approve of the independence of the man 
who puts his face against their partizan purposes, or more 
properly their purposes of individual and selfish preferment, 
if we break down the power of the convention by suppoiting 
Taylor if the whigs should lay him aside, or }'oursclf in the 
event Taylor should be nominated we will in either case do 
essential service to the people of this government, by restor- 
ing to them their right of voting. Our preferences under 
the present odious system are smothered and we are not even 
allowed to give them uttemnce, all to avoid an ultimate choice 
by the house of representatives, which though to be avoided, 
if the will of the people could be as well expressed through 
another channel, still has the advantage of constitutional 
approbation and [is] in no way more objectionable than the 
present swindling system. If we act at all, we must act 
promptly. 

Youi^s IlospectfuUy and friendly 

Jno. II. Howard 

P. S. please write me at once, you may rely upon your 
communication being treated strictly confidential. 

J. II. H. 

1 Major-Qcncral Persifer F. Smith, distinguished in the Mexican war. 
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FroTn WiUiam L. Ycmcey.^ d. o. 

# 

Montgomery, 21 June, 1848. 
Dear Sib: We have at last started. We have consulted 
sufficiently to effect a start. Taylor's position in the late 
Whig convention has thrown into our arms all those Demo- 
crats who were for him heretofore. Belser resigns his place 
on the Taylor electoral ticket. Campbell of Mobile quits his 
Taylor ground and is with us. Here, Goldthwaite, Elmore, 
Mayo, Semple, Harris, Belser and kindred spirits are with 
us. We are raising funds to establish a press here. In that 
we need aid; but we wiU publish it at all hazards. We will 
address the people in a manifesto very soon, this week. We 
will call a mass convention here on the 12 July. At that con- 
vention we will nominate the ablest and purest electoral ticket 1 ' 
ever put into the field in this State. But upon whom shall 
we rally for President? Tazewell and Jeff Davis are sug- , 
gestcdhere? Will they do? Will you write to Tazewell for 
us? and write me fully your opinions? The skies are bright- 
ening. I was despondent a week ago, I am hopeful now. , 
We are all so. We will move in force and effectively. 

Yours &c. 

W. L. YANCBr. 



From J, Ji. Davis^ o. o. 

Constantinople July 22*". 1848 
My D'. Sir Since I have witnessed the hostile feeling of 
Europe, particularly of England towards the institution of 
slavery, I have looked with much anxiet3»^ to the future in my 
own country. Our destiny must abide Public opinion. The 
tide of Public opinion has been setting against us all over 
Europe, and we have never made an effort to check or aid its 
ultimate formation. While the Northern fanatic disseminated 
his falsehoods over the whole world we haVe not a Journal 

1 William L. Yancey, afterwards fttraoiu an a leader of the extreme secenionlsta and 
Cop federate ncnntnrt had been a member of Congrcm from Alabama from 1844 to 1846, and 
a member of the Democratic national nominating convention of May, 1848, from which, 
however, he withdrew when the convention rofuaed to adopt in its platform a proalavery 
amendment offered by him. Life by J. W. Pu Boec. 

■An American doctor, resident in Constantinople. 
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that reaches beyond the limits of the United States to contm- 
diet and convict him. I made a slow tour through Europe to 
this place two years ago, and conversed witli a gi*cat many 
English and French. Since I have been here, my opportu- 
nities have been no loss f i*equent; and 1 have never (voavei*8cd 
with one individual who had any idea of the relative i>08ition 
of master and slave, of their treatment &c; and I have seldom 
left a man whoso opinions and feelings were not entii'cly 
changed, or who was not brought to doubt whether the insti- 
tution of slavery was not a blessing. The subject has been 
invariably introduced,, and the information sought after by 
them. 

The deplorable condition of agriculture in the hot climates 
of Europe Asia Africa and America, when black slave labour 
is not employed, illustrates one fact, that no white man can 
labour in the hot sun of the South, and the Jree black 7nan %oiU 
not. The West Indies, at the present moment, is a lesson to 
the world if they will read it 

The experience I have had in the cultivation of Cotton in 
Turkey satisfies me that Cotton cannot be nfiade without loss, 
if controlahle labour is not used. And that is the extent of 
slavery in America. 

The whole of Europe has ever demonstrated the fact that 
inasmuch as the white labouring population ctmnot be educated, 
and, even in the most degiuded state of ignonince ever sensible 
that they are born equal, and not destined by the Creator to be 
always menial, they are ever on the lookout for change, at any 
hazard. The consequence is easily seen, that in all ^loarm 
climates, where the poor are always indolent, ignomnt vicious 
and misemble there has been and will be revolution after revo- 
lution to the end of time. Temporarily they have and can be 
kept down by despotic Governments, but this seems now [to 
have] passed. The Negro knows, acts and feels that God has 
put a mark of inferiority upon him and this of itself secures 
his individual satisfaction and happiness. 

Such facts with the comparative exemption from riot and 
disorder, and the acknowledged superiority of the educated 
class in Slave compared with other Countries, have never failed 
to produce a strong impression on those 1 have ni(*t with, in 
favour of the institution of slavery. 
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We have had in Constantinople for some time past M'. C. 
M^farlane of England/ of literary reputation, a man alike dis- 
tinguished for his general information, for his good sense, and 
his English politics. He is a thorough Englishman and will 
sustain English institutions in England while he admires Amer- 
ica, and would never wish to see her Government and institu- 
tions changed. He has ever held the same opinions as your- 
self on the subject of slavery. And for the sake of drawing 
England and America nearer together, and perpetuating by 
nmtual interests and combined power their great and liberal 
institutions, he is determined to wage war against all fanati- 
cism, to oppose abolitionism in the North, as he has ever con- 
demned emancipation in the West Indies. I have suggested 
to him and my Brother N. H. Davis now here, an enterprise 
certainly of no small importance to our country, and one which 
demands your cordial support viz. to establish an Anglo Ameri- 
can paper in London, which is to be the organ of the South on 
this great subject, as well as of Agriculture, Politics, Com- 
merce and Literature. 

I am well assured a more suitable person than M*" M^farlane 
could not bo found on the English side. My Brother if he is 
not himself equal to the task will secure equal abilities from 
America: but he is of the Carolina school, and looking upon 
it as a project of great magnitude, he will abide a conference 
of persons entirely cooperating in this enterprise. I therefore 
beg your plan of its organization sent here as soon as possible. 

MCfarlane thinks that when once started by the People of 
the South, Merchants and Planters, and recognized as aiUlwr- 
ityy it will become a mighty engine in Europe and that a large 
number of persons of influence are now staggered by the con- 
dition of Europe and the West Indies. They consider this 
apprenticeship a **specious pretext" and are willing to listen 
to reason. 

Veiy rcspy. yours &c 

J. B. Davis, M. D. 

1 Charlefl MacfarlanOt mlBcellaneous writer. 
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From, Fitza>HMam Byrdsall. c. o. 

New York July 31'*. 1848 
Dear Sir, I perceive with great mortification tliat the defeat 
of the Senate Territorial Bill in the house, was accomprmhed 
by 8 votes from the Slave States. That any 8 members of any 
party from that section of the Union, could be found to Vote 
against a measure so essential at this crisis, not only aston- 
ishes, but shocks all those feelings connected with the preser- 
vation of the co-equality of the States. If those 8 men only 
knew the state of fanatical sentiment in this section of the 
Country, they would mther suffer any odium than have voted 
to give not only a fresh impetus, but an increase to a move- 
ment of the most fearful portent to the Southern States. 
When any of those 8 men meet Phelps of Vermont, or Birdsall 
of this State, they should feel ashamed enough to wish the 
ground .to sink and cover them up. Surely, surely they can- 
not be aware of the crusade that is now increasing against the 
institution of Slavery to a most fearful magnitude in the free 
States. Even in the New York Custom house there is a strong 
majority of the Officials, Clerks &c in favor of the Wilmot 
proviso. Among the Citizens too, it is a conmion objection 
that Slaves enter into the llepresentative basis of the lower 
house of Congress. This is continually dinned in my ears, 
both by zealots and moderate men. . I meet this objection by 
the correct remark that as in the north and free states, men, 
women, aliens, free negroes, and all pei*sons count equally in 
apportionment for members of Congress — So in the South 
should all pei*sons whether Slaves or free be equally counted 
in the representative basis, and that the three fifths arrange- 
ment instead of being a Concession to the Slave StatCsS, was in 
fact a concession to the north. But what is truth against 
prejudice? 

If the South cannot maintain its equal rights to the terri- 
tory of the United States — here then we have the beginning 
of the end. There is no Constitutional right of the Southern 
people clearer than their right to go with their property of 
any kind into the territories of the Union. A man from the 
North, or from the fkst, the West or the South, carries with 
him through the new territories all the rights of person and 
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of property which he had in the State he left, so far in extent 
as the same rights are not contmry to the Constitution of the 
United States. When the territory becomes sufficiently popu- 
lous to form a. State then the people will have the Sovereignty 
of State Rights and not before. In the meantime the General 
Government is bound to protect the settlers from the north or 
the South, in all their rights of person and of property. But 
Congress has no authority to give the right of Voting in Con- 
quered territory to Indians, negroes, or mixed breeds, in 
making constitutions or laws to Govern. This appears to me 
to .be common sense View of the Subject. 

If the Southern people cannot maintain their equal rights 
as to their settling in new territory, what other rights under 
the Constitution can they maintain ? If defeated on the Wilmot 
proviso principle, will the crusade began against them stop at 
that point? They areself deluded who imagine an affirmative. 
The ground against the proviso is as strong a fortification as 
they can stand upon. The Statements of those Whigs and 
democrats who are now uniting with the Abolitionists, that 
they mean not to interfere with the Slavery existing in the 
Slave States are all hollow. The only way to make such 
statements prove true is to take a stand untill the proviso is 
defeated. A victory here will preserve all the rest. 
Accept the heartfelt respect of 

F. W. Btrdsall. 



From Cald> Cushing.^ o. c. 

Newburyport August 26^** 1848 
Private. 

My dear siu: The recent proceedings at Charleston, and 
the direction thus given to the political action of the State of 
South Carolina, embolden me to execute a purpose previously 
entertained, that of addressing you on the subject of the pres- 
idential election. 

You will see by the speech of which I enclose a copy, and 
especially b}'^ the part of it beginning at the place marked by 

1 Caleb Gushing, the celebrated jurist And diplomatist, lately a colonel in the Mexican 
War. 
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me, that 1 am among those at the Noilh who struggle for 
the application of just principles to the common relations of 
the North and South. 1 mention this in order to justify 
what I am about to sav. 

Parties at the North ai*e now assuming distinctness and 
organisation, on the basis of one or the other of the three 
great Conventions of Baltimore, Philadelphia and Buffalo. 
Of the latter it is unnecessary to speak. As l>etween the 
other two 1 entertain a strong belief that it is for the inter- 
est of the South to supi>ort the nomination of the Baltimore 
Convention. The friends of that nomination at the North 
have assumed' the grounds of equal justice to the South in 
the action of the Fedeml Government; and they alone are 
doing this as a party, with frankness and decision. Is it not 
important, then, that they should be assured of the coopem- 
tion of the South t If the Southern Democrats break away 
from the Baltimore nomination, will not the effect be to dis- 
hearten and disperse their best friends at the North? So it 
seems to me; and therefore the decision of the Charleston 
meeting, in favor of Genl. Cass, gave me very great pleasure. 
I can assure you that the Buffalo Convention has quite neu- 
tralized the effects of the Utica Convention.^ M' Van Buren 
is now regarded as the ally and agent of the Abolitionists. 
That is to say, the Buffalo Convention has opened the eyes of 
men to the true tendency and character of the Utica Conven- 
tion; so that, beyond the State of New York, the democmtic 
party is becoming reunited, instead of being further divided, 
by the Buffalo Convention. 

I have the honor to be Very respectfully and truly Your 
friend and svt 

C CUSIIING 



Fraia IL IF! Conner. c. o. 

Charleston Sepf 28 1848 
The Honb*' Jno. C. Calhoun 

I have just returned from the North where I went soon after 
1 saw you in Charleston and found your letter of the 25^ iust 
on my arrival. 

> Of tho Bornbunien. 
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I notico parti<*'Ularly what you say in regaixl to tho paper 
and will communicate the views to the parties interested as 
opportunit}*^ offera. 

A great change has come over the people of the North since 
my last annual visit amongst them. Free Soil is now the 
wiwersal setitivieitt of the wlvole North and East and has already 
swallowed up both parties and all orders and classes of peo- 
ple and I can conceive of no sentiment stronger than the deter- 
mination evinced tlicre to enidicate Slavery from the whole 
Continent of North America and they mean to do it and will 
do it regardless of all consequences unless we meet and defeat 
them before our strength is undeimined. 

From what I saw I verily believe Van Buren would have 
been elected upon the free soil movement if both the whig and 
dcmocmtic jmrtics had not at once wrested his ground from 
him and (xrupicd it themselves. They both now alike claim 
free soil as being always their true and legitimate ground and 
are endeavouring to force the Van Buren [illegible] off upon 
the ultra ground of abolitionism and liberty party. 

The plan as I understand it with the free soil jmrty is to 
exclude us from all Territory henceforward and a large por- 
tion of the democmtic party consisting of the masses, now 
largely composed of emigrants, and the politicians, are intent 
upon the absorption of all Mexico Cuba and Canada. The 
South is of course to be excluded from all, while constant 
approaches are to be made upon Slavery in the frontier states 
as Kentuck}', Missouri, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina 
and Tennessee with the expectation of the people themselves 
being brought to emancipate by their own Legislatures under 
an Amendment of their Constitutions under a Convention of 
the people and they quote Kentucky and point to Virginia in 
confirmation of what they propose. But what gave me most 
concern was to perceive an increasing disregard and disrespect 
of the South. In fact they are fast loosing all fear and all 
respect for us for they see us wasting our energies upon petty 
and pitiful issues when day by day the Factions of the North 
are dmwing the Cordon closer and closer around us. Indeed 
I am told over and often that 3'ou were not the exponent of 
the feeling and sentiment of the South on the subject of 
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Slavery and that the people were not with you and would not 
sustain you in your defence of the institution. 

I find a good deal of excitement here about Taylor and Cass, 

but not a great deal of acrimony — but for the ill temper and 

indiscretion of a few there would bo no great bitterness felt 

by any. After the election is oyer I hope differences may be 

.'healed. 

. I leave on Satui*day for Georgia and as far as Montgomery 
. Al^ to return in 10 days and thought I might as well give you 
the result of my observations at the Noi*th as well as you 
understand the condition of things you would be amazed at 
the state of feeling now existing North. 

yrs II W CJoNNER 



Froin ir, TK C(mnei\ c. o. 

Charleston Nov 2** 1848 
The IlonV* John C. Calhoun 

I wrote you on the 24^** and we have since had our meeting, 
proceedings of which you will see in this mornings papei-s. 

The 11^^ resolution was added at the insttmce of Co^ Mem- 
minger and Co* Elmore. They saw me the day before the 
meeting and expressed a great desire for unanimity on the 
part of the state. I said the first and most effectual means of 
producing it was to abandon both Candidates for president 
and vote unanunously for a third — but it was rejected. They 
sketched off then — each of them — the form of resolution to be 
presented to the Legislature on Monday next. 1 sketched off 
something also not very different. They said if our resolu- 
tions would cover that ground they would form on our plat- 
form. I then said it was exactly the ground our resolutions 
would ^take except that we had not pledged ourselves to stand 
by the state of S° C^ tho there was not a man of us but what 
would do so to the death, in the hist resort, tho we counted 
any separate or independent action of the state — at least for 
the present or until all efforts for a joint action of the Slave 
States had failed, as fatal to the very object we were all driv- 
ing at. I immediately got our committee together and the 
overture was met in a becoming spirit and the 11^^ resolution 
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was the consequence. It embi*aces all that Co* Memminger 
and Elmore required I believe and I hope it may be considered 
as the first and successful step towards a harmony amongst 
us all. 

At the same time I must express my belief that there has 
been and probably still is a design to revive the old Bluffton 
move and with the same motive and end. I do not think that 
Co* Memminger or Co* Elmore favour it at least not as a 
present mode of action — but Rhett and others do. I do not' 
think it will obtain favour — I sJwuld regret it exceedingly if it 
did for I believe the only means efficient and pmcticable for 
our purpose is a conciliation or coopemtion by some joint 
action on the part of all the Slave states and I do feel great 
confidence in the practicability of such a combination if the 
labour and management proper for it is put in play. 

I have with a view of at least giving due energy and indus- 
try to the object taken the place of chaiiman of the Corre- 
sponding Committee and now have to b^g the favour of you to 
give me your views as to how we should proceed. I wish to 
start fair and start right and when I have my chart before me, 
I will put on the sail. Pray write me freely and fully (and 
in private if you please). I think we may do much if we start 
right towards producing concert and union amongst the slave 
states. 

About the 1 Dec I expect to go to Georgia, Alabama, 
Mobile and New Orleans and Apalachicola and I maj' do much 
by personal intercourse. 

I will not omit attention to your suggestions as to the paper 
before I go. 

Very Truly Yrs &c , 

H. W. Conner 



Jo 



From John Ouning/iam.^ o. o. 

Charleston 12 Nov. 1884 
Dear Sir The pressure of business and private affairs has 
hitherto prevented my acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter of the 16*** ult. Your speech both from its subject mat- 

1 A lawyer in Charleston; the son, it is presumed, of Calhoun's old friend Robert Cun- 
ingham. 

HIST 99 — VOL II 75 
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ter and the junctures of its delivery and publication, has and 
will produce a profound and general impression on the public 
mind of the South, and neutralize to some extent the injurious 
influences of the past election. These last have done much, 
in that section at least, to rivet upon us pai*ty discipline, 
and give us as controlling guides and tests, party ties and pur- 
poses. Nothing can now arrest so well this fatal tendency as 
a concerted effort by the leaders of both pailies at the South 
to get up a Southern Convention, in compliance with their 
understanding at Washington and the necessity of the crisis. 
You have no doubt observed that our party here (those who 
preferred Taylor to Cass) have since the election reorganized 
as a ^^ Southern State Rights Republican '^ P^i'ty, with a view 
to such effort, and to break down among ourselves those party 
influences which are shackling our free and manly resistance 
as an insulted and injured people. 

I regret that I cannot entirely agree with you as to the elec- 
toral question. The people of this State are certainly not 
represented as among themselves in the election of electors, 
according to their federal relations, and upon the federal basis 
of representation. I have inclined to the opinion also that 
the present mode of appointment in this State or this feature 
of it was not only not contemplated by the Constitution for 
this reason, but because — , in view of the representation of 
both the popular numbers and of the State Sovereignties in 
the Presidency, the people should have a direct choice, at least 
in proportion to their direct share in that representation. It 
is in addition a fact that our people now desire and will insist 
upon having the appointment of the electors. Waiving then 
the question of constitutionality dependent upon the words of 
the Constitution, I gave my consent at the last election for 
the above reasons to the proposed change. I did so reluct- 
antly however, as I admire and would cherish the conservative 
working of the present system in our State. But as to the 
time of the change I am uncommitted and feel no urgency. 
If it will at all interfere with our entire concentmtion of mind 
and purpose upon the great issue as to slavery and our right, 
it should by all means be postponed. I shall certainly not 
urge it immediately, and shall aid in keeping down all excite- 
ment and wrangling as to it. * But there will probably be none, 
if urged at ^ach eqsuing session of the Legislature, 
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Tho Majority of the House of Representatives is so large 
and fixed in favor of the change, that action will be taken 
without debate. 1 am informed there is also now a majority 
in the Senate, and that it will take the same course. No 
popular agitation will probably occur under four and at least 
not under two years. A proposition for the change will be 
brought before the next Legislature. I think it will be impos- 
sible to prevent it. Nothing but the danger now threatening 
Southern institutions and a fear of distraction could do it. 
But I am also satisfied that the deep conviction of the necessity 
of Southern action and union, is so strong in our people, that 
nothing can distract them from pursuing with prompt vigor 
any course that may appear to them as proper and effective, 
and of which they are duly advised. The late Congressional 
elections at tho North warn us that the Wilmot-Pi*oviso will 
be applied to our entire territory; and that if we resist suc- 
cessfully we must do so now. 

Florido was confined with a son a fortnight since. Both 
are doing well. She joins me in the kindest regards to your- 
self and family. We hope to see you soon, as you pass on to 
Washington. 

It would give me great gratification and assistance to hear 
from you as to any of the questions, general or local, that 
may agitate the State or Nation. 
Yours most Sincerely 

John Cuningham. 



Fn/iti John Tyler. o. o. 

Sherwood Forest Jan. 2. 1849 
My Dear Sik: Your letter of the 6 Nov. covering the 
statement which I forwarded you of our last houi*s on Texas 
annexation reached mo in due season, and I made your sug- 
gestions of change the basis of a new statement to the other 
members of the Cabinet.^ I feel satisfied that you are mis- 
taken in fixing on Sunday as the day of our first intei*view 
after my approval of the resolutions. The Cabinet Council 
was held on Sunday, and our iiitemew was on Saturday. 

^The statement In the revised form may bo seen in Tyler's Letters and Times of the 
Tylers, U, 864,865. 



U^ 
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But in the new statement I have adopted the use of the day 
of the month in place of the day of the week — thus — "The 
resolutions reached me on the 1. day of March 1845. My 
official term expired on the 4^ day of the same month — after 
my approval had been given to the resolutions M^ Calhoun 
the Secretary of State called on me, &c &c " and what follows 
is made to conform throughout I enclose you the reformed 
statement which you will find to be modified accoixling to 
your suggestions. Bibb, Nelson and Wickliffe substantially 
concur. From Mason and Wilkins I remain to hear. By 
the by Wickliffe gives me a fact of wliich I was ignorant — 
viz. that Mr. Polk without loss of time after his inauguration 
wrote Donelson to suspend all action on our instructions until 
. he D. should receive further instructions. He says Donelson 
shewed him the letter when he W. was in Texas, and doubts 
not but that it would be found among the Texan ai'chives of 
Legation. He states his belief that the letter was not marked 
confidential, but still docs not wish his name to be mentioned 
in connexion with it Had you any knowledge of this? Yes 
My D^ Sir it was "the midnight messenger" that secured 
annexation. Anson Jones is a potent witness to establish the 
fact. The fact is that that movement controuled two Cabi- 
nets, that of U. S. and that of Texas. 

I perceive that the abolitionists are in the lead among you 
in Congpress, and how the matters are to terminate the future 
will disclose. One thing is quite obvious that old parties are 
changing their affinities and that legislation is in futui*e moi*e 
to be contrould by sections than principles. 
Tendering you the congratulations incident to the season 
I am D*- Sir Truly Y" 

tToiiN Tylku 



Frain IL W, Conner. c. o. 

Charleston Jan'^ 12, 1849 
The Hon'blo John C Calhoun 

I reached home last night and hasten to give you the result 
of my observations South and West 

The people of Georgia of both parties are up to the mark 
and ready to act, but may not take the lead but they consider 
the issue as inevitable and the sooner it is made the better. 
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Savannah and Augusta less true than the Country owing to 
the northern population. Alabama, the Eastern part of it are 
sound and to the point, their Leading men, as Goldthwaite 
Yancey, Elmore Belser and others understand the subject and 
the remedy well. 

The Northern part of Alabama and the West I can speak of 
only from hearsay. The North I think is a good deal gov- 
erned by party. The West are with us so are the South 
except at Mobile where they are divided, the northern popu- 
lation being as they always are against us. The people of 
Alabama as a whole are with us in every thing but the diffi- 
culty is with the politicians and the parties. What one side 
proposes the other opposes. 

I fear for Louisiana. New Orleans is almost Free Soil in 
their opinions. The populations is one half Northern agents 
another i or i are Foreigners. The remnant are Creoles who 
cannot be made to comprehend their danger until the negroes 
ai*e being taken out of the fields. They would then fight 
furiously. The thcoiy there too is that by restricting slavery 
to its present bounds the Lands and negroes of Louisiana 
would be enhanced in value. I was told however by some 
persons whose opinions I had great respect for (they were of 
the Senate of that state and planters) that the country was 
sound and altho they would not make any noise by resolutions 
or otherwise, they would be found in line when the time for 
acting came. Louisiana will be the last if at all to strike for 
the defence of the South. 

in Florida I was no where but at Apalachicola. ' They are 
all Northern agents there but Florida is right. 

The cities all of them are becoming daily more and more 
unsound and uncertain and all for the same reason. The 
infusion of Northerners and Foreigners amongst them and 
their influence is being felt in the interior. The draymen and 
labourers of New Orleans are all White and Foreigners and 
thoj^ will not let a negroo drive a dray. He would be mobbed 
or killed. The Steam Boats are all employing white servants 
and their captains arc mostly Northerners and the issue of 
the Free labour against Slave labour will soon be made at the 
South. 

Our own people many of them arc desponding. They begin 
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to think that the Institution of Slavery is doomed. That all 
the world is opposed to it and that we ourselves will not or 
cannot do any thing to avert it As yet it has been all talk 
and no action, and the majority at the North becoming daily 
more and more decided. 

Here to my mind is the only danger of the South, and I have 
heard and seen the feeling of despondency expressed with 
shame and sorrow. I blushed for my countrymen when I 
saw them ready to cower before the storm. Our slaves them- 
selves are becoming arrogant from the knowledge of this feel- 
ing and will soon be troublesome. The feeling is not general 
however but it is on the increase. 

From all I have seen and learned lam more convinced than 
ever of' the vital importance of prompt decided and efficient 
action an the part of the South. The mode of action the wise 
and the patriotic must determine on, whatever is done should 
be calmly considerately and wisely considered and the plan of 
execution well arranged but above all on the execution, the 
action should be hold^ determined and decisive. This is neces- 
sary to give confidence — it is necessary every way for success 
and without it we are lost. We must show ouraelves able and 
willing to defend ourselves before we can obtain the support 
of our friends or the respect or fear of our advei*saries. 

My whole theory so far as I am concerned is wise and delib- 
erate, but bold and determined action and witii the least pos- 
sible delay, 

. My movements have been so rapid that I have fallen behind 
the current of events. I see however that the Southern mem- 
bers held a meeting on the \b^^ whatever is determined on, 
each member should exert himself to procure a prompt re- 
sponse from his own district — a simultaneous movement can 
1)0 obtained in that way. I may write soon again regarding 
Gen*. Taylor 

Yra H. W. Conner 



From William P. Du/oal^ o. o. 

Tallahasco, Feby IS"^ 1849 
My dear [Sir] I was deeply distressed to see announced in 
the public prints the sudden attack, which assailed you in the 

> William P. Duval, territorial governor of Florida from 1822 to 1834. 
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Senate, and I pray to god your health did not materially 
suffer, by its continuance. I believed at the time, (as I now 
do,) the sudden attack resulted from the distressing and alarm- 
ing and perilous condition of the union. The deep anxiety 
and the awful consequences, springing from a settled deter- 
mination of the enemies of the South, to violate the constitu- 
tion to the destruction of our sacred rights no doubt was the 
cause of your illness 

I have just risen from a bed of sickness, and my mind and 
blood are cool and temperate. I would do much to preserve 
the union but cannot submit to the degradation and insult, 
and the violation of Southern rights, to preserve a disgrace- 
ful confedei*acy. I have read more than once your report 
recently made to the meeting or convention of the Southern 
members of congress. It is all it should be clear, forceable 
and temperate. It is such a report as will stand the scrutiny 
of the wisest heads of the nation. I have given strict atten- 
tion to Mr. Berrian's report, which is in fact yours, with the 
strength and spirit extracted, so as to leave little better than 
stale beer. The time has passed for conciliation, this had too 
long been the mistaken policy of the South 

For one I am ready to meet the worse that can now Occur. 
My native State Virginia has stood forward nobly and under 
her lead the South will rally in spite of the trators that stolen 
into her confidence and now like scorpions are stinging her 
bosom. Virginia has an immense store of arms and she will 
distribute them to sustain the South. When the time shall 
come (and I fear it is near) I will return to my native state,^ 
and leave nothing undone to procure 1200 stand of arms for 
a corps that I will mise and command in this State, and hold 
ready to march to any point where their services may be 
required. 

If our slaves must wrongfull[y] be taken from us, we will 
try and settle them in the North, we will give them freedom 
and let them conquer our enemies, and give them their cities 
and country that they may win by their arms. The coloured 
race will have much to encourage them in this attempt [toward] 
freedom, a country they can call their own, wealth and honor 
the result. 

iVlnrinla 
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Able leaders, discipline and arms will carry that destruction 
and ruin to our enemies that they are preparing for us. The 
fancied security of the North may be shattered by a volcano — 
over which they little dream they are preparing for them- 
selves. I rejoice to see so many of the Southern members 
uniting on your report, and if further action is determined 
on by our Southern friends, 1 am ready to act with them at 
all hazzards. 

I see Mr. Clay is elected to your senate, he goes their I 
fear for evil — for good, he has never sought for in the last 20 
years. Gen^ Cass too is returned I am glad of this, as he 
will now shew whether his professions are as sincere, as I 
believe them to be. I sacrificed my election to congress, to 
sustain him, from the conviction he stood firmly by the con- 
stitutional rights of the South. Could I have sustained Gen^ 
Taylor, no man in this state could have defeated my election. 
1 have never sacrificed principle for office. I go for my 
Country and her honor and rights, and prefer defeat on princi- 
ples, than honor and office, without them. 

Let me hear of your health, and let me also have your 
opinion of the Jiape or prospect of any compromise of the all 
engrossing question of slavery. 

I trust providence will preserve your health and enable you 
to bring to a favorable issue the agitating and dangerous con- 
troversy that so seriously threatens the perpetuity of our 
Union 

Your friend W"'- P. Duval 



• From, James IL Hammond. o. o. 

Silver Bluff 19 Feb, 1849 
My Dear Sib I enclose you a copy of my letter to the Scotch 
Presbytery* and also return you M*". Jackson's letter which I 
thank you for sending me that I might sec his agreeable com- 
pliment to me. 

I. have read with great satisfaction your very judicious and 
forcible Address to the Southern People' and am sanguine that 

1 Probably the Letter of Gov. Hammond to the Free Church in Ghutgow, on Uio Sub- 
ject of Slavery, Columbia. 1844. 
*WorkB, VI, 286^18. 
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it will have a more Salutary influence among them than it had 
with a portion of their Representatives. Living in the woods 
here and passing a great portion of my time ih the 'heart of 
Swamps I am reclaiming as a forlorn agricultural hope — ^1 
hear less than almost any one of what is said even among our 
own people and know little more of public sentiment here 
than you do at Washington. But my opinion has long been 
that the discussion of the Abolition question has eased nearly 
every conscience in the South about holding Slaves, and that 
Self-interest will prompt us almost to a man to go through 
any Struggle and risk any change rather than emancipate 
them in any way, much less on our own soil. The few trad- 
ing politicians of the South who have sold themselves and 
would of course without hesitation sell us and our wives and 
children for their own promotion, will therefore have a fear- 
ful reckoning when it becomes apparent to all the people that 
the crisis has actually arrived. Your Address is well calcu- 
lated to awaken them, and the conduct of the Abolitionists in 
Congress is daily giving it powerful aid. I look with perfect 
certainty to see the Storm rise before long and when it does 
rise there can bo but one result — a dissolution. For the Free 
States can tlicn hardly be brought to give us those stringent 
and humiliating guarantees to keep the peace which we shall 
imperatively and imperioualy demand. I know that the value/ 
of the Union is now calculated hourly in every corner in the ' 
South, for I rarely get into a coterie even in the Streets of 
Augusta — a Yankee town you know — but it is discussed. The 
conviction too is growing rapidly, if I may judge from what 
I hear from time to time in these discussions that the union 
has always been and always will be a disadvantage to us and 
that the sooner we can get rid of it the better. I have thought 
this myself for twenty years, but where I met one five years 
ago who agreed with me, I now meet fifty. There are indu- 
bitable signs. I did think that if there could be an Organiza- 
tion of Southern Members of Congress and an agreement to 
act there in concert on the subject, it might alarm the North 
and even arrest abolition movements for a long time to come. 
If this could be done, leather than have a Revolution, I would 
be willing to tolerate the Union for my time: and having 
occasion to write to Judge Ihiyloy last summer I vehemently 
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urged him to attempt such orfranization. I will own that the 
result of your late effort bos surprised me. I had been star- 
tled by the treachery of some Southern Membern both whigs 
and democrats at the close of the last Session. But I would 
not allow myself to believe, though 1 feared and sometimes 
said, there was considemble defection among our politicians. 
I knew too that no Southern man could maintain out and out 
the essential Whig principles of Clay and the North, without 
being wholly false to the South. But that the Whigs in a 
body and so many democrats too should desert us on this 
question so palpably and promptly I did not expect But I 
see through it. The fate of the Union is sealed. It is the 
order — the decree of Providence. Looking as for sometime 
past I have done altogether to genemls and not details in 
political affairs, it appears to me that this signal failure to 
adopt the only measure which could give us security in the 
Union reveals the design of God to sever the Union — to res- 
cue us from the licentious Sodom of Northern Mobocracy and 
raise us to that position which our vaat resources physiiuil and 
moral will enable us to maintain. If this is not the design, 
then the Knell of out fate has tolled, disunited and disti*acted 
it is we who are to bow our heads to the destroying Angel. 
But I do not believe that such is our destiny. We have not 
merited it Its consummation would throw civilization back- 
wards a century or more. In the midst of the daily Strife 
and high excitement of your position you will probably smile 
at a semi-superstitious philosophy like this. But I will can- 
didly own that I have come to the solving of all great Moral 
Problems by tracing through them as well as I am able, the 
Designs of a Power far above ourselves. I look calmly there- 
fore at the events in Washington, and do not doubt that they 
will prove the means of working good. Let the Abolitionists 
press forward. It is our duty so far as we can see dearly to 
oppose them at every step. But we must not be disheartened 
by apparent defeats, but address ourselves to the greater and 
daily more obvious duty of preparing to shake them off alto- 
gether. 

Very SincereL Yours 

J. H. Hammond 
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From HUlian^d M. Jvdge.^ o. o. 

Eutaw, 29*»' Ap'. 1849. 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 15***. ultimo has just been 
received, and I regret you did not receive the paper I sent 
you. If I can procure another copy, 1 will send it to you, as 
I desire very much that you should see the article alluded to. 

The immediate object of this letter is to inform you of an 
attempt, which is being made, to destroy your influence in 
this state, by secretly circulating an abominable falsehood, 
well calculated to deceive the unwary and produce the most 
injurious effect upon the great Southern question. I have 
it, not directly, but through the most undoubted author- 
ity, that M^ Houston' of this State defends himself for not 
signing '^ the Southern Address,'^ by stating that the Slavery 
question is agitated alone for party pui*poses and party effect, 
and in evidence of that fact, s^ys, you told M^ Douglass of 
Illinois, during the discussion of the California bill — 'Hhat it 
would never do to settle this question of slavery — that its agi- 
tation was necessary to the success of the Democmtic Party 
in the South." He referred his hearer (Judge Wallace of 
Tuscaloosa) to the Hon M' Hilliard of Montgomery, in cor- 
roboration of what he stated. 

The object of this statement is clear — those Southern Whigs 
and democrats who betrayed their Constituents, seek to defend 
themselves by assailing you, in whom the whole South, with- 
out distinction of party, have the most unlimited Confidence. 

It is part and parcel of the attack made upon you by that 
base sot and demagogue, Senator Houston,' urged on, doubt- 
less, by Senator Benton, whose sympathies are wholly with 
the Abolitionists. 

Those Whig members of Congress who have betrayed their 
Constituents and the South, from love of party and spoils, 
have united in the attack, as evidenced by M*^ Houston of this 
State referring to M'' Hilliard for support and corroboration. 
Whether or not this statement ought to be Contradicted, you 
best know, but I can say to you, it has gained no credence 
from any person of intelligence, with whom I have conversed, 

1 A supporter of Calhoun in Alabama. 

*Qoorge L. Houston, M.C. 

'Qeneral Sam Houston, at this timo Senator from Texas. 
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of either paHy, yet, at the same time, ignorant persons in the 
other portions of the South may be deluded by it. 

Almost all Counties of South Alabama have responded most 
emphatically ^^ to the Southern Address'' without distinction 
of party. North Alabama is much less interested and will be 
slow in her action, yet I think she will follow the lead of the 
Southern portion of the State. A favorable omen of public 
opinion there, is furnished by Houston's refusal to be a Can- 
didate for re-election. Hilliard will be beaten in his District, 
by a Whig or Democrat who is sound, as may seem best cal- 
culated to accomplish this result. 

Judge Goldtbwaite of Montgomery is arousing public atten- 
tion to this great question, in the best manner that it can 
possibly be done, viz. by charging the grand-jurys in his Cir- 
cuit, in an able manner upon the subject 

The effect is most admirable upon the ignorant portion of 
the people, from the Color of authority under which it is 
done. The great difficulty is to make the Masses see beyond 
their noses — they do not see and feel that the necessary con- 
sequence of allowing all the outposts of Slaveiy to be carried, 
involves a certain destruction of the Citadel itself. 

The public mind is rapidly being prepared for what must 
come at last — the dissolution of the Union, iut we must ha/oe 
time. Let the Legislatures speak out in support of Ya, as 
they will all do— let them all be committed to the principle of 
resistance, and then, when the time does come for action, they 
will be prepared to defend their rights to the last extremity. 

Let South Carolina hold back — a little, until her more Sloth- 
ful Sisters can be equally well instructed in their rights and 
duty under the present emergency, the whole South will then 
present* an unbroken front, and thus accomplish pcm^bly 
what we desire! This delay is not so necessary for Alabama 
as for the more Western States, for next to South Carolina, 
Alabama is better pi*epared for resistance than any other 
Southern State. 

Your suggestion, as to the necessity of a Convention of the 
Southern States is perfectly obvious. We cannot get along 
in any other way — the North will not be deterred from her 
course of wanton agression by resolutions of the State Legis- 
latures, but let the Legislatures first declare the principle and 
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the people of the States can give them force and effect in 
Convention. 

Our Oom and Cotton crops were destroyed entirely by a 
frost on the 15^^ ultimo, also all the wheat North of this 
County. This is the second time our cotton has been killed 
during this Spring, which has caused an unusual demand for 
Cotton Seed — the next crop cannot possibly be a full one. 

I have the honor to remain Your friend and obd^Serv* 

HiLLiABD M. Judge 



jpram Ilerschd V. JohnsoJi^ c. c. 

Milledgeville, Ga. July 20*»», 1849. 
My Dear Sir, The perusal of your reply to Col. Benton 
' has afforded me the moat heartfelt satisfaction. It is so lucid,* 
so simple and yet so powerful, and so overwhelming, that it 
will produce a deep impression upon the Country, and con- 
sign your insolvent assailant to that infamy which traitors 
deserve. I have read it, and thrice read it; and there is but 
a solitary remark which I would be willing to see stricken 
from it. That is "If it did not", (i. e. Texas did not extend 
to the Rio Grande) "the war stands without justification. If 
it did not, the march of our army to the Rio Grande was an 
invasion of a neighboring Country unauthorised by the Con- 
stitution or law ". I have always differed with you on this 
subject. I believe the war can be triumphantly vindicated, 
even admitting that Texas did not extend to the Rio Grande. 
Still your remarks on this point, in exposition of Benton's 
inconsistency are strictly true and unanswerable. The only 
reason I have for feeling any regret at the expressions above 
quoted, is, that I fear there may be those so very sensitive of 
Mr. Folk's reputation, that they will seize hold of it, with the 
view, if possible, of armying the prejudices of that class of 
politicians against you. I feel nothing of this myself, and I 
can fully appreciate the honesty, with which you entertain, 
your opinions, in reference to the war. But who can satisfy 
Captious faultfinders? No one need attempt it. Your reply 

> Herechel V. Johnaon, Judge of the enperior court of Geoigla, was afterward governor 
of that state, candidate for Vice-President on the Douglas ticket in 1860, and a Confed- 
erate senator. 
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will win its way to victory, against all prejudices and silly 
hypercriticism. Truth is mighty and will pi*evail. The press, 
thus far, has spoken of it in terms of unqualified appi*obation. 
I trust the South will be awakened from her lethargy. • 

Our Democratic State Convention came off, according to 
appointment on the 11^*^ inst. It was a very large assemblage 
and distinguished for weight of character and intelligence. 
For the sake of harmony, the subject of the Southern Address 
wfM9 not touched. It would have torn us to atoms, without 
giving us any strength. We adopted the Virginia llesolu- 
tions unanimously; and I think we went a little further on the 
doctrine of non-interference than any other convention in 
the South (except Carolina) has gone. We not only denied the 
power of Congress to establish or prohibit slavery in the ter- 
.ritories, but denied also the power to ratify any act of a terri- 
torial legislature having such an object. There is much 
excitement in the Democratic party of this State upon the 
slavery question. The great mass is obviously with the sign- 
ers; and in order to remove the distrust, which the non -signers 
feel is felt towards them, there was no hesitation in adopting 
the Virginia Resolutions. 

But notwithstanding these demonstrations, I entertain 
gloomy forebodings. I seriously fear that the people of the 
South are not properly awake to the danger,— not thoroughly 
nerved to united resistance. 

What do you think will be the course of the next Congress? 
It is said that Gen. Taylor has sent on a Commissioner to 
California to urge and assist the people to make a Constitu- 
tion preliminary to admission into the Union. If this be true, 
it shadows forth pretty distinctly the policy of the adminis- 
tration. It will be to bring in California and thus avoid the 
Wilmot Proviso. In the Consummation of this policy the 
non-signing Democrats will vigorously cooperate. This is 
but a circuitous mode of cheating the South out of her rights 
and gaining the object of the Provisoists. But bow can we 
help ourselves? Suppose California presents her Constitution 
at the next Session and demands admittance, how can the 
South object? We admit the right of the people in forming 
a State Constitution to establish or eschew Slavery. Then, 
ought we to oppose And how? But California being admit- 
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ted, what becomes of New Mexico? It still leaves the ques- 
tion all open. It seems to me, that before the South Consents 
to the admission of California, we ought to demand a just 
compromise as to New Mexico, and a total abandonment on 
the part of the North, of their aggressions in respect to the 
District and slavery in the States. Now is the time for a set- 
tlement in full. If we yield now, we are gone. Concession 
will invite further insult; and we shall ultimately lose our self 
I'espect and become worthy of our degraded fate. How dark 
the future looks 1 If you have time drop me a word on these 
points. I want light and desire to know the views of our sage 
statesmen. 

Very sincerely yours &c. 

H. V. Johnson. 



From R. K. CraUe. c. c. ' 

Lynchburg, July 25***. 1849. 
My dear Sik: I received last night, and read with great 
pleasure your reply to Benton.* An extract from it had pre- 
viously reached us; and expecting the residue, a large number 
of persons gathered around the Post OfBce on the arrival of 
the mail on yesterday. Curses, deep and bitter were uttered 
against the Traitor; and some who, for years, have been your 
steady enemies, came up to congratulate me on the triumphant 
defence. It seems to me that it must surely overwhelm the 
scoundrel even in Missouri. In this State I am sure ho will 
not have an advocate,*whatever may be the effect of his deser- 
tion in the Free States. But even there it seems to me his 
piratical cruise will not be rewarded with a single prize. It 
is obvious that neither Cass nor Van Buren are prepared to 
give way, especially in favour of one who, in the effort to 
intrude on their own peculiar Territory, hazards if [he] do[es] 
not sacrifice his title to his own. He has undoubtedly over-* 
reached himself; and his fate will be as you predict; tho', 
from present appearances, it is to be feared he will carry his 
own State. What effect your reply will have there remains 
to be seen. It will certainly weaken him no little. 

iSeo Nlles's Reidster. LXXV. 89(MI96. 



1200 AMEBIOAN HI8T0BI0AL ASSOCIATION. 

1 was at first inclined to think that you should not dignify 
him with a notice; but subsequent reflection convinces me 
you have pursued the right couvsh, j}lacing the reply aii the 
grounds you do. In this respect the subject is divests, in a 
great measui^, of its mere pei*sonal character and bearing, 
and brings up to view more distinctly to the public the true 
issue which lies behind the gauze-work of the scoundrePs 
malignity. I think it will, more than any other Paper the 
public has yet seen, bring the people to consider the true 
question which is pending — a question not between Whig and 
Democmt, but between the North and the South, I hope it 
will tend no little to unite and consolidate public sentiment in 
the latter; tho' this, in the present state of Parties, seems 
almost impracticable. As to Virginia, I am almost hopeless. 
The interests of the leadei*s of both Parties are in dissolubly con- 
nected with the Federal Treasury; and, of course, opposed to 
the asseition of any principles, or the adoption of any course 
of action which, by hazarding what they call ^^ the Union^\ 
put in jeopardy their hopes of preferment and plunder. It 
is not their patriotism but their love of pdf which would 
prompt them to submit to any and every usurpation and 
outrage, rather than hazard their chances of advancement. 
These, through the machinery of Party, have got the People 
under absolute controul. The course of the last Legislature 
was, I fear, a mere ruse de guerre^ a manouvre of Party. 
Neither Party acted in good faith; and neither I fear will ven- 
ture to come up to the principles avowed in the licsolutions. 
Indeed, had the action on the Resolutions been postponed until 
after the result of the meeting in Washington was known, I 
am sure they would not have received the votes of a dozen 
Whigs. On the other hand the design of the Democrats was 
to force their opponents into a false position, while they 
covered their own past treachery to the South. In short, Sir, 
should the Wilmot Proviso be passed, nay, should Congress 
next proceed to abolish Slavery in the District, and the tmde 
between the States, I am compelled to say, with feelings of 
deep mollification, that Virginia, after a few patriotic groans, 
will submit. She is already deeply infected with the spirit of 
abolitionism, much more deeply than most persons think; and 
I have no doubt our Leaders — ^.who, for the most part, are 
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mere Pensioners of the Federal Government in ease or in Jleri 
will take advantage of the circumstances to make such cam- 
promises hereafter as they have made heretofore. The result 
of the last election affords no fair criterion of popular senti- 
ment, except in some portions east of the mountains. Pendle- 
ton, Butts, and Flournoy may show that sentiment in their 
respective districts, but McDowell, by far the most unsound 
and dangerous of the whole Delegation, reflects but too faith- 
fully the sentiments of the West generally. 

With these opinions I fear that when the occasion shall call 
for decisive action, South Carolina will have to look to the 
States still further South for support; for, with the lights at 
present before me, she will not be sustained by Virginia; and, 
if not sustained she will be hunted down, as is usual in such 
cases, with. the tiger vengeance that always characterizes the 
Traitor. At this moment I am sure the leading Eklitors of 
the two Parties in Virg'. hate the People of S., Carolina with 
a more intense spirit than Ghirrison, Tappan or Giddings; and 
for the obvious reason that their conduct is a standing re- 
proach on their own venality and treachery. They are, as 
they have always been, only looking to President making. 
Does not the late letter of Cass to Ritchie show that, under 
the rose, the game of delusion is still going on ? Is it not 
manifest that ancient political jockey is still rubbing down his 
spavined steed for a second heat? And will he or those whom 
he controuls ever stop to inquire about rights or principles, 
when place and plunder to the amount of millions per. an. 
depend upon the result of a Presidential election? 

Still, if some State do not act we are irretrievably lost; we 
and our children. There are yet seven thousand men in Vir- 
ginia who have not bowed the knee to Baal, and I am certain 
that in whatever course S Carolina may determine to take, 
in the last resort, she will find a cooperation which will ren- . 
dor it no easy matter to crush her. Should the Wilmot 
Proviso pass, or any kindred measure, I am clear that a Con- 
vention of the People should be called immediately, and 
recommend a General Convention of the Southern States at 
an early day to take the whole matter into consideration; and 
on failure to procure such concurrence, to take steps for 
HIST 99— VOL II 76 
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their own individual safety. But I am digressing far from the 

matter which led me to take up the pen. . . . 

Truly yours 

R. K. Crall^. 



Frani J, L, (ySvXLivan} o. o. 

(Confidential.) Atlanta, Ga. Aug. 24, 1849. 

My dear Sir, Within a period now counting by days and 
no longer by moflths and weeks, the flag of Cuban Independ- 
ence will be raised. 

The people of the Island are ripe and ready in point of 
opinion and feeling; but, timid and overborne by the military 
despotism under which they h&ve been so long accustomed to 
cower, they will of course need a respectable point d^ appuiy 
to induce them to dare to come out. With such tk point d^ 
appui^ moreover, there is little doubt that a large part if not 
the whole of the Spanish troops would fraternize with the 
Revolution. Probably less than 1000 will land under Gen. 
Lopez. 

You are aware of the standing threat of the Spanish Gov't, 
to make a San Domingo of Cuba if necessary to keep it. 

The South ought (according to an expression which Gen. 
Lopez has quoted to me from you) to Hock down there in 
^^open boats'', the moment they hear the tocsin. They will 
hear it very soon. Will they fulfil this expectation ? The 
answer is of supreme importance; They ought not only to 
go, but to goat once. I write to you (being myself deeply 
interested in the movement, and now on my way to New 
Orleans on business connected with) in the hope that you will 
appreciate at once the thousand and powerful reasons which 
seem to me to apply to your position, to cause vou to stmin 
every nerve at this moment for the promotion of the object. 
At every considerable point in the South volunteers ought to 
come foi*ward, and go forward in their own modes. It can 
easily be done legally. They can go as emigrants, California 
adventurers via Cuba, passengers going to Cuba to see for 
themselves, and determine there to which side to offer their 

> J. L. CSoUlTan was formerly the proprietor of the Democratic Review. This letter 
l^lat^ to thQ Cuban enterprise commonly calle<) the IU>aQ<l Island expedition, 
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aid, or to be prepared to act as a neutral police force against 
servile insurrection in case of danger from the convulsed 
state of the Island between the two contending parties. 
Probably the friends of the Revolution can afford them trans- 
portation from New Orleans, Charleston, Norfolk or other 
points, but on this point there can bo no practical difficulty. 
Now, my dear sir, can not you write to fifty points and fifty 
proper persons to act and act with the requisite energy, 
promptitude, head and heart, in this matter? . Your aid thus 
extended would be a tower of strength. All going may rely 
on generous compensation from opulent Cuba, once liberated. 
But independent of such motives there are considerations 
enough of a different character which I should think ought to 
rouse all the youth and manhood of the Southern States in 
particular to rush down to help the Cuban Revolution. 

I shall be for a week at New Orleans, where I hope to have 
the pleasure of hearing from you. This letter is hastily 
scmwled in the short intei*val afforded by detention of the 
cars. 

Very Respectfully and Truly, My dear Sir, Your friend and 
servant, 

J. L. O'SULLIVAN. 

If I, a " New York Free Soiler" am so deeply interested in 
behalf of this movement, what ought not to be the enthusiasm 
of Southern gentlemen? 



From Rose Oreenhow} o. o. 

Washington, August 29th, 1849. 

My dear Sir ... Your letter to Mr. Greenhow has ar- 
rived yesterday. Now I must tell you of the progress of 
the Cuba affair. The main spring or mover in the matter has 
just left me, having taken a parting breakfast, before start- 
ing on the perilous undertaking. The expedition will sail on 
Saturday, that is to say a steamer with a thousand men from 

1 Mm. Grconhow, who writes on occonntof her hiubAnd'slllnefls, was the wife of Robert 
Greenhow; he was translator to the Department of State from 1828 to 1880, and wrote an 
important report on the discovery of Oregon (1840) and a valued History of Oregon and 
California. The reference is to the Round Island expedition for the liberation of Cuba. 
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New York or some point North, with one part of the forces, 
and a steamer of a thousand ton with 12 or 15 hundred more, 
from New Orleans simultaneously, well armed and equipod 
composed of picked men, and officers, ready for the perils the 
profits and honoura of the venture. We think that all the 
elements of success are with them, as every chance has been 
calculated and every thing which prudence and forethought 
could suggest done to ensure full success. The Government 
here are in the secret and have done no more in the matter of the 
JProdamation than regard for appearances demanded. The 
first fifteen days is the time of trial, and they invite the moral 
aid, of all true hearts, who desire the incorporation of that 
ocean gem, in our sisterhood of States — and of all who sym- 
pathize with a people groaning under the yoke of tyranny, 
determined to achieve freedom or die in the struggle. 



From Henry S. Foote.^ o. o. 

Warrenton. September 25*** 1849 

My DEAR Sir; I am gratified to have it within my power to 
infoim you that several leading gentlemen of both the two 
great political parties in Mississippi, have promised me at our 
approaching Convention, to act upon your suggestion relative 
to the recommendation of a Southern Convention. Very 
recently I have received information from all pbrts of Mis- 
souri touching M*" Bentons movements there, and assuring me 
of his certain defeat. Among others, Atcheson writes that 
his overthrow is beyond doubt. Judge Morrow, M' Treat, 
and several prominent men besides, write to the same effect. 
I am invited, as 1 suppose you are, to the St Louis Rail-road 
Convention, and am specially urged to attend by friends who 
declare their conviction that M** Benton's plan would be nega- 
tived, and none other adopted. It is also declared to be the 
wish of several that I should address the citizens of St. Louis 
in opposition to M*" Bentons plan and operations generally. I 
should willingly comply with both invitations, but I am not 
certain, or even confident of any such good effects as seem to 
be anticipated. Were I sure of your attending, which I think 
you could do with great advantage to the common cause, I 

> Henry 8. Footo (1800-1880) was a Unionist senator from Mlisiiflaippi from 1847 to 1862, 
and Bnuequently governor of the state and Confederate Congressman. 
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would contrive to meet you, and encounter all the coarser work 
of the occasion. It would be a great thing to overthrow him, 
at home, and blow up his Humbug project, in presence of his 
own constituents. 

Sevei*al movements which you cannot fail to have perceived, 
seemed to indicate that the policy of the Administmtion is to 
settle the Wilmot Proviso question by admitting Gilifornia 
and N. Mexico both as states, upon the formal application 
next winter. I confess that my mind inclines favoi*ably to 
the scheme, so far as California is concerned. It appears to 
me though, that N. Mexico would hardly be ready to enter 
the Union so early, as my information is that there are not 
more than five hundred Americans there altogether. I am 
not inclined to move precipitately in the affair at all: and 
after all that has occurred, should deem it highly indiscreet 
to take any important step save in full counsel with yourself 
and others of the South whom I could name. If California 
could be brought into the Union under Southern auspices, 
and provision made for the admission of N. Mexico when a 
sufficient number of persons of American birth shall be ascer- 
tained to have become resident therein; all legislation on the 
subject of slavery, either by Congress or Territorial legisla- 
tures being in the meantime precluded, it seems to me that 
the honor of the South would be saved, and the population of 
both the territories so effectually conciliated as might in time 
lead to most advantageous result. Some such plan as this 
matured at once and announced about the time of the Missouri 
Convention, next month, would blow Bentonism sky-high; 
quiet and save the Republic, and sweep away the demagogu- 
ism of the present house forever. I do not urge these things 
upon you. I only suggest them. Whatever is done hereafter 
in the settlement of this question, I am desiroas, for various 
reasons, should be done under your lead; but I am willing to 
perform any subordinate part of the good work which may 
be assigned me. I write in great haste, and under the pres- 
sure both of bodily disease, and of mental anguish from the 
decease of several very dear i*elatives in the neighborhood 
which has recently taken place. 
I remain most cordially 

HSFOOTB 
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Frcyiti A. Ilvtchinson, o. c. 

Jackson Oct 5, 1849. 

Hon. John C Calhoun. Two of your letters to Gen Foote 
were enclosed to me, to be used according to my discretion on 
the question of the crisis. That suggesting a Southern Con- 
vehtion was shown by me to our mutual friends Ch. Justice 
Sharkey ^ and Judge Clifton, who, altho Whigs are well up to 
Southern rights. We adopted the idea with ardor, but all 
concurred in opinion, that if we should proceed on a course 
recommended from S. Carolina, we should fail. The idea of 
a Southern Convention had previously occurred here — but 
you may well appreciate how much your opinion strength- 
ened confirmed and animated us. I dropped a note to Gen 
Foote stating that it had occurred in Mississippi that a South- 
ern Convention was the important action required. You will 
understand this. 

In the Mississippian of this date, on its second page, you 
will find the action of one of the Southern States in Conven- 
tion, recommending a Convention of the Fifteen Southern 
States, appointing 12 delegates, with alternates, on the rntion 
that we have two Senators and four representatives in Con- 
gi*ess, being six and that both of the two great political parties 
should be equally represented. Sharkey and myself thought 
Washington was the l)est place of the assemblage; but the 
majoiity preferred Nashville as more ceiUral! All agi*eed 
that February or March was the time, but here the majority 
believed that it would require until the 1st of June to enable 
the Southern States to act. 

There were four or five resolutions concerning the exclusion 
of California, until organized according to the Constitution; 
but this, not on principle, but as to detail (fact and law) 
became a theme of prolonged debate; and the Convention, 
(impatient to adjourn after three days session,) laid them all 
aside and appointed a committee to prepare an address to the 
South, in which it has been agreed that this subject will be 
submitted to the Southern People and their Convention. 

If the Southern States shall gather around Mississippi and 
support her the Constitution and the Union will be rescued 
from the hands of madmen and traitors. 

> William L. Sharkey. chiof-Jugtico or Mlnialppl. 
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This is the utmost joint action we could obtain. Virginia 
(my state) I hope will first act, then Alabama, then Louisiana, 
then Tennessee and Kentucky, then Arkansas, then N. Caro- 
lina, then South Carolina^ and then the martyred state of 
Georgia and the rest. This however is only my wish, the 
reasons for which I could explain.^ I trust that our effort will 
be duly hailed by your nullifying statel Our movement is 
attempted to be maligned as one of nullification! I am n6w 
encoumged to hope that the coalition of the North will soon 
be compelled to recede and disband. Then politics have too 
long turned on our affairs: too long has denunciation and actual 
war upon our agricultural institutions been their theme and 
agitation. 

I am with the highest esteem 

A A. HUTGHINSOK. 



From Reuben Chapmxm} o. o. 

Montgomery Ala Oct 19*"* 1849 
Private 

Dear Sir; The legislature of this state will meet here in a 
few weeks (2"** Monday in next Nov) and as my message I 
believe will be the first since the adjournment of Congress 
from any executive of a slave holding state, I am as solicitous 
as it is certainly important for the interest of the South, that 
the question now at issue between the Southern and Northern 
portions of the Confederacy shall be presented as strongly as 
the nature of a message will allow. 

I avail myself therefore of my long acquaintance with you, 
and your own knowledge of my opinion and course in all 
questions of this sort in Congress to ask your views as briefly 
as you may think proper upon the following points. 1'* Is 
not the power of Congress over the territories and public 
lands within the states identically the same in kind and degree? 

■The second Washington, at his own tabic, after his election and before he was con- 
ducted to the Capitol as the most renowned specimen of a nation's humiliation, sold to 
his guests, in reference to the extension of the area of slavery, to which ho was opposed, 
that **if Mr.C.sneesed B.C. would sneexe." A Southern bishop present told him Uiat 
"Virginia would sneese flnrt," etc. (Footnote in the original.) 
* Reuben Chapman was governor of Alabama from 1847 to 1M9. 
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2*^ Does the power of exercising teiTitorial government result 
from the terms of the 2*^ clause of sec. 3*^ of Article 4^ of the 
Constitution; or is it incident to the right of acquisition t 8*^ 
May we not rightfully assume from Gen' Riley s proclamation, 
that he is acting under instructions from the War Depart- 
ment? and if so, and thei ends should be consummated which 
are in contemplation by that proclamation, would it not be an 
aggravation of the wrong proposed by the Wilmot proviso! 
4^ Under what limitations have the people of a territory a 
right to erect a state government? 5^^ Are the Mexican and 
other foreigners resident in California at the ratification of 
the treaty citizens of the United States within the meaning of 
the treaty ? and if so, has the treaty making power the right 
to alter in any particular the general naturalization law of 
the U. S. ? 

I have thought of recommending that provision be made for 
convening the legislature immediately upon the passage of the 
proviso or any similar measure, or the admission of California 
as a state through the agency above alluded to. Would it be 
politic to make any other or different recommendation at 
present? A state or southern convention having neither of 
them been agitated in this state, I have some fears that the 
suggestion of either might have a bad effect. The people are 
however sound on the subject. 

I would not trouble you sir knowing the multiplicity of 
your engagements but for the vital importance of this subject 
to our country. As my message must be in readiness some 
days before the legislature meets, I must ask your reply as 
early as possibly convenient. 

With high respect Your friend &c 

11 Chapman 



From Wm. B. Johnston. o. o. 

South Carolinian Office, Columbia, Nov' 8, 1849. 
Deab Sir, 1 take the liberty of addressing you for sevei-al 
reasons. Your rumored retirement, you will have noticed 
probably, we have contradicted in the Carolinian, and we 
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trust we may have been correct in so doing, indeed we cannot 
think otherwise. 

From various indications, I feel assured the proposition 
emanating from the Mississippi Convention to hold a Southern 
Convention will eventually be adopted, and though late may 
yet be effective in doing good. When conducting a neigh- 
boring jpurnal I earnestly aiid repeatedly urged the necessity 
of such a n^easure through its columns; and had the pleasure 
of knowing that you were convinced that it was the action for 
the South to adopt. Would that the proposition had then 
received the attention it claimed and deserved. It may not 
be "too late" now, and there is no doubt but party affilia- 
tions have become much weaker since and that there is a 
better chance for a complete union of men of all parties at 
the present time. 

Intimately associated with the movement, will be the con- 
nection of your name with the Presidency, as an independent 
or constitutional nominee, irrespective of the nominations of 
the usual j)a7'ty Conventions. Now ought not the Democratic 
presses at the South, take early and decided ground against 
these Conventions — not only the Democratic press of the 
South, but Whig also. But more particularly the democratic 
press, as the late "Coalitions" at the North are sad evidences 
of the fact that we have, or can have but few friends there. 
This can be done without the abandonment of any set of 
political principles, and the mere party associations are not 
worth a thought, at such a time as this. It could not in- 
volve any greater sacrifice — none half so great 2lA the yielding 
of constitutional rights. 

Occupying the position we do, conducting a leading journal, 
with an extensive and rapidly increasing circulation through- 
out the State and adjacent States, it is of great importance to 
us to have [the] benefit of such suggestions as you could give 
us, and thus be enabled to aid as far as possible in bringing 
about a union of the South. 

I would consider it a great favor if you had leisure to write 
me briefly upon these subjects, and any suggestions which you 
might deem of service to tiie in my present position would be 
gratefully received and acted on — premising that any conamu- 
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nication you may deem proper to make, being considered 
strictly confidential — 

With great respect Yours truly 

W" B. Johnston. 

P. S. I see by the Charleston Courier this evening that 
they say they have understood you approved of the proposi- 
tion to hold a Southern Convention. I "will probably briefly 
state in the Carolinian — without saying so authoritatively — 
that any measure tending to promote union of action will be 
certain of receiving your sanction. 



Frtym J. IT. Hammond,^ 

Silver Bluff 6 March 1860 
Mr Dbab Sir, I am greatly rejoiced to hear of your im- 
proved health, and by the telegraph that you were in the 
Senate day before yesterday. I trust that as warm weather 
advances you will recover entirely arid feel well enough to 
retain your seat through this crisis. If I may judge of your 
particular views by the three or four sentences which the tele- 
graph devotes to an abstract of your speech on Monday,' I 
should regard your retirement at this moment as a peculiar 
calamity to the South. Under any circumstances your loss 
would be irreparable, but your ideas as to the precise course 
necessary at this exigency, as I understand them, are so 
clearly in my judgment the only safe and sound ones, that to 
be deprived of your powerful aid in developing and enforcing 
them, would almost make me doubt that Providence was on 
our side. I have no soH of faith with any Constitutional 
Compacts with the North. She never has regarded them and 
never will. On mere Legislative Cohipromises I look with 
horror. They are the apples of Hippomenes cast behind him 
in the race. Our only safety is in equality of power. We 
must divide the teriitory so as forever to retain that equality 
in the Senate at least, and in doing so we should count Dela- 
ware with the North. She is no Southern or Slave State. I 

> Original lent by Mr. B. 8. Hammond, who writes that it was returned to his father 
after Calhoun's death on March 81, 18S0, by the latter's private secretary. 
'Calhoun's famous speech of March 4, 1860, on the slavery question, Works, IV, 642-698. 
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would infinitely prefer disunion to any thing the least short 
of this — and I would rather have it I believe cmy how for fear 
of future Clays, Bentons, Houstons and Bells. If the North 
will not consent to this I think we should not have another 
word to say, but kick them out of the Capitol and set it on 
fire. We must act now^ and deciewdy. We will be in a clear 
minority when California comes in and in twenty or thirty 
years, there will be ten more free states West of the Missis- 
sippi and ten more North of the St Lawrence and the Lakes. 
England would gladly surrender Canada to us now, if she had 
a decent pretext that would serve her pride. Long before 
the North gets this vast accession of strength she will ride 
over us rough shod, proclaim freedom or something equiva- 
lent to it to our Slaves and reduce us to the condition of Hay ti. 
She would not even do as England did to Jamaica. She would 
do what the Constituent Assembly did to Hay ti. If we do not 
act now, we deliberately consign our children, not our pos- 
terity, but our children to the flames. What a holocaust for 
us to place upon the Altar of that Union, for which the 
South and West have had such a bigoted and superstitious 
veneration. 

It seems to me that Congress will leave nothing for the 
Nashville Convention to do. If you make a truce, however 
fatal, we cannot violate it. If you make an impassable breach, 
the powers of the Convention under the Virginia instructions 
will be inadequate to any useful purpose. The only thing to 
be done will be to call a General Congress of the South. The 
Nashville Convention might recommend that, but I presume 
an equally potent impulse would come from Congress. 
Should things remain — contrary to every appearance — pretty 
much as they are, I think that will be the proper course for 
the Nashville Convention to take. I am decidedly opposed to 
any Address either defiant or remonstrant, or conciliatory to 
the North, and nothing need be said to the South after the 
Southern Address. A very Short Preamble and a couple of 
resolutions would answer every purpose and these I could 
draw in five minutes. In fact I have had them by me for 
some time. The substance of them is in this letter. I am not 
ambitious myself to ^^Bell the Cat" and will not push to make 
the move, but rather second it. But would make it. I would 



1212 AMEBICAK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

send you a copy of this paper, but fear to involve you unnec- 
essarily in its consequences. You must preserve youi*self for 
the Convention to frame the New Constitution. You mtist 
be there with your full powers. In the mean time 1 am 
extremely anxious to see your Book on Government. I trust 
that you have taken the ground that the fundamental object 
of Government is to secure the fruits of labor and skill — that 
is to say property^ and that its f ormj must be moulded upon 
the social organization. Life and liberty will then be secured, 
for these are naturally under the guardianship of Society 
and that civilization which is the fruit of its progress. ^^Free 
OovemmenV^ and all that sort of thing has been I think a fatal 
delusion and humbug from the time of Moses. Freedom does 
not spring from Government but from the same soil which 
produces Government itself; and all we want from that is a 
g^mntee for property fairly acquired. ^1 fear it will be 
impossible for me to go to Washington. I must endeavour to 
put my.affaifs in a proper train, to be neglected hereafter if 
circumstances require it, as every man must do his duty when 
the tug comes. In the last eight crops I have sunk four and 
two of these in the last three, and just now a heavy pecuniary 
responsibility has devolved on me. . . . Altho' I have 
the strongest hopes that I have my lands now in a condition 
to repay me rapidly all I hai^e sunk in their improvement, I 
must at this time act with exceeding caution and dare not 
leave them to any management but my own until I see my 
crop fairly on the way. Do write me as fully as you can. 
I think the Atlantic and Gulf States are by an immense 
majority ready for any thing, and less patient than their 
leaders. Six months has produced an immense change and it 
is going on rapidly. If the leaders will only lead^ neither 
they nor we have any thing to fear. 

Youra sincerely J. H. Hammond 
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